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When diving into the rich tapestry of religious texts, the Old Testament and the Quran stand out as two of the most influential. These ancient scriptures have shaped cultures, laws, and spiritual practices for billions of people around the world. While they share some common ground, they also have unique narratives and teachings that set them apart.I
find it fascinating how both texts address similar themes like creation, morality, and the nature of God, yet they do so in distinct ways. Exploring these differences and similarities not only broadens our understanding of each faith but also highlights the diverse ways humans seek meaning and connection with the divine. Lets embark on this journey to
uncover the intricate details that make the Old Testament and the Quran both unique and universally profound. As a youth pastor with over 20 years of experience, I often get asked to compare the Old Testament with the Quran. Its a fascinating topic that holds tremendous importance for both Christians and Muslims. Lets take a closer look, shall we?
The Old Testament, also known as the Hebrew Bible, is a collection of texts that form the first part of the Christian Bible. It chronicles the history of the Israelites and their relationship with God, dating back to around the 10th century BCE. These writings were penned by various authors over centuries, reflecting a rich tapestry of religious and
cultural evolution.On the other hand, the Quran is the holy book of Islam, believed to be the word of God as revealed to the Prophet Muhammad. The Quran dates back to the 7th century CE and was written in Arabic. Muslims believe it to be the final and complete revelation, as opposed to the Old Testament, which they view as an earlier, yet
significant, scripture.The Old Testament brings forth core Jewish beliefs, including the covenant between God and the Israelites, the concept of divine law, and the importance of obedience and faith. Key teachings such as the Ten Commandments form the ethical and moral foundation for Judaism and Christianity.The Quran, however, emphasizes
monotheism (Tawhid) and presents a detailed framework for living a righteous life. It covers aspects like worship, moral behavior, and justice. The Five Pillars of Islam stem from the Quranic teachings, guiding Muslims in their daily religious practices.Both texts also share stories of prophets, like Moses and Abraham, though their roles and narratives
differ.Hopefully, this gives a clearer picture of their history and teachings. Now, lets dive deeper into the practical applications of these insights.Both the Old Testament and the Quran feature several key figures who play essential roles in their respective texts. Some of these figures appear in both documents, though often with different names or
slightly varied stories. Lets delve into these significant characters and understand their roles and portrayals in the Old Testament and the Quran.Prophets in both the Old Testament and the Quran serve as messengers of Gods word. In the Old Testament, we find Moses leading the Israelites out of Egypt, receiving the Ten Commandments on Mount
Sinai, and guiding his people through the wilderness (Exodus 3:1-17, Deuteronomy 34:1-12). In the Quran, Moses, or Musa, is also a prominent prophet who confronts Pharaoh and liberates the children of Israel, but his narrative includes additional episodes like his encounter with the mysterious figure Khidr (Quran 18:60-82).Abraham, known as
Ibrahim in the Quran, is another crucial figure. The Old Testament presents Abraham as the patriarch of the Jewish people, making a covenant with God and demonstrating immense faith by nearly sacrificing his son Isaac (Genesis 12:1-9, 22:1-14). The Quran similarly honors Ibrahims unwavering faith but mentions him nearly sacrificing his son
Ishmael instead of Isaac (Quran 37:99-111).Lastly, Noah, or Nuh in the Quran, is a prophet who builds an ark to save his family and pairs of animals from a divine flood (Genesis 6:9-22, 7:1-24, Quran 11:25-49). Both scriptures emphasize his righteousness and obedience to God, illustrating the importance of these virtues.Despite the shared figures,
the Old Testament and the Quran sometimes portray these characters differently. For example, in the Old Testament, Josephs story involves his brothers selling him into slavery due to jealousy, leading to his rise in Egypt and eventual reunion with his family (Genesis 37-50). The Qurans account of Yusuf includes his temptation by Potiphars wife, who
attempts to seduce him, showcasing Yusufs virtue and steadfastness (Quran 12:23-34).Another example is the portrayal of David, known as Dawud in the Quran. The Old Testament recounts Davids defeat of Goliath, his kingship, and his flawed nature, including his affair with Bathsheba (1 Samuel 17:1-58, 2 Samuel 11:1-27). In contrast, the Quran
highlights Dawud as a righteous king and prophet granted wisdom and judgment but omits the story of his moral failing (Quran 38:17-26).When comparing the Old Testament and the Quran, its fascinating to see how both texts establish moral guidelines that have shaped their respective faiths for centuries. Each provides unique insights into what it
means to live a righteous life and how believers are expected to behave in various aspects of life.The Old Testament, central to Jewish teachings, outlines its moral code predominantly through the Ten Commandments and various laws found in books like Leviticus and Deuteronomy. These commandments cover basics like honoring parents, refraining
from murder, stealing, and bearing false witness. For instance, Exodus 20:13 clearly states, You shall not murder, emphasizing the sanctity of life. Moreover, Leviticus 19:18 advises, Love your neighbor as yourself, offering a fundamental ethic of empathy and mutual respect.Beyond the Ten Commandments, the Old Testament addresses dietary laws,
ceremonial rituals, and specific civil regulations. For example, Leviticus 11 details clean and unclean animals, instructing followers on what they should eat and avoid. Another significant aspect involves social justice laws, like those in Exodus 22, which emphasize protecting the vulnerable, such as widows, orphans, and foreigners.The Quran, central
to Islamic teachings, provides its moral framework through a mixture of explicit commandments and fundamental principles guiding a Muslims conduct. Similar to the Old Testament, it highlights prohibitions against murder, theft, and dishonesty. Surah Al-Maidah (5:32) declares, If anyone kills a person it is as if he kills all mankind, highlighting the
gravity of taking a life.Additionally, the Quran has specific injunctions about daily living, including dietary restrictions, prayer, and charity. Surah Al-Bagarah (2:183) instructs, O you who have believed, decreed upon you is fasting, outlining the spiritual and moral importance of fasting during Ramadan. Moreover, themes of social justice permeate the
text, evidenced by Surah An-Nisa (4:36), which mandates kindness to parents, relatives, orphans, the needy, and neighbors.In both texts, these laws and ethics aim to cultivate a community based on justice, compassion, and reverence for the divine, showcasing the profound moral compasses guiding their adherents.Examining the prominent themes
and narratives in the Old Testament and the Quran illuminates their unique perspectives and shared elements. Both texts shape moral guidance and spiritual frameworks.The Old Testament begins with Genesis, presenting a structured creation narrative over six days, climaxing with the creation of humanity. God declares creation very good and rests
on the seventh day (Genesis 1:31).In contrast, the Qurans creation story appears in multiple surahs, emphasizing Gods power and sovereignty. For instance, Surah Al-Anam (6:73) states, He it is Who created the heavens and the earth in truth. The Quran reiterates that creation is intentional and reflects Gods authority.The Old Testament provides
varied views on the afterlife, mostly centered on Sheol as a place for the dead (Ecclesiastes 9:10). Prophetic books introduce resurrection and judgment themes, particularly in Daniel 12:2, which mentions eternal life and shame.Conversely, the Quran consistently emphasizes the Day of Judgment, resurrection, and the afterlife. Surah Al-Qiyamah
(75:3-4) addresses bodily resurrection, while Surah Al-Infitar (82:13-14) describes rewards and punishments for actions in life, underscoring moral accountability.When comparing the Old Testament and the Quran, we see unique approaches to interpretation and influence on believers lives. Each text shapes laws, ethics, and cultural norms, offering
distinct pathways to understanding divine will. The Old Testament influenced many legal systems in the Western world. For example, the Ten Commandments became the foundation for much of Western moral and legal principles. Principles like Do not murder and Do not steal are seen in various legal codes.In contrast, the Quran has significantly
shaped Islamic law, known as Sharia. It provides detailed guidelines on personal conduct, family law, and criminal justice. For instance, the Qurans commandments on fasting during Ramadan and giving alms (zakat) have fostered a strong sense of community and responsibility among Muslims.Over centuries, the interpretation of both texts has
evolved. The Old Testament has been subject to rabbinic, Christian, and academic exegesis. Scholars like Rashi and Augustine provided insights that shaped Jewish and Christian thought. Today, modern theologians continue to find new meanings in its ancient texts.Meanwhile, the Quran has been interpreted through Tafsir, a process of commentary
and explication undertaken by Islamic scholars. Classical interpreters like Al-Tabari and Ibn Kathir sought to contextualize Quranic verses. In contemporary times, scholars strive to apply the Qurans teachings to modern-day issues, addressing concerns such as human rights and gender equality.By diving into these perspectives, believers can gain
deeper understanding and find relevant applications for their lives today.Exploring the Old Testament and the Quran has been a fascinating journey. Both texts hold immense significance for billions of people and have shaped societies in profound ways. Despite their differences, they share common ground in promoting moral values and guiding
believers towards a righteous life.Understanding these sacred texts not only enriches our knowledge but also fosters mutual respect and dialogue among different faiths. By appreciating the unique aspects and shared principles of the Old Testament and the Quran, we can cultivate a more inclusive and harmonious world.Both texts emphasize
monotheism, ethical conduct, and divine authority. The Old Testament includes the Ten Commandments and laws of social justice, while the Quran offers explicit moral guidelines like prohibiting murder and commanding fasting and charity.The Old Testament describes a detailed creation narrative over seven days, while the Quran emphasizes Gods
omnipotence in the creation of the universe, without a specific timeframe.The Old Testament outlines moral guidelines through the Ten Commandments and laws on social justice, focusing on principles like honoring parents, prohibiting theft, and maintaining social equity.The Quran provides specific commandments against actions like murder and
gives detailed guidance on fasting, charity, and personal behavior to maintain social harmony and individual piety.The Old Testament has influenced Western legal principles, notably through the Ten Commandments. The Quran shapes Islamic law, or Sharia, with comprehensive guidelines on personal conduct and family law.The Old Testament offers
limited details on the afterlife, focusing more on life conduct, whereas the Quran provides detailed descriptions of paradise and hell, emphasizing accountability and eternal rewards or punishments.The Old Testament has been extensively interpreted through various exegesis methods. The Qurans interpretations, known as Tafsir, are conducted by
Islamic scholars, adapting its teachings to contemporary issues.Modern theologians explore new meanings in both texts to address contemporary issues, such as human rights and gender equality, applying ancient teachings to modern societal challenges. In this article, we will look at two books which are the sacred scriptures for three religions. The
Bible is the sacred scriptures for Christians, andthe Old Testament section (Tanakh) is the scripture for the Jewish faith. The Koran (Qurn) is the scripture for the religion of Islam. What do these books tell us about knowing God, about His love, and about salvation? The Old Testament section ofthe Biblewas written over many centuries, stretching
from 1446 BC (probably earlier) to 400 BC. The New Testament books were written from around AD 48 to 100. TheKoran (Qurn)was written between AD 610-632. The Bible was written by many authors over a timespan of 1500 years or longer. The Bible isGod-breathed, meaning that the Holy Spirit guided and controlled what the authors wrote. It is
the ultimate source of our knowledge of God, of the salvation provided through the Lord Jesus Christ, and our indispensable resource for daily living. Moses wrote the Torah (first five books) during the 40 years following the exodus from Egypt, after ascending the mountain of Sinai, where God spoke directly to him. God spoke face to face with Moses,
as with a friend. (Exodus 33:11) The books of the prophets were written by many men inspired by God. Many of the prophecies have already been fulfilled in Jesus, and the rest will soon come to pass as Jesus return is fast approaching. The writings and poetic books were written by King David, his son King Solomon, and by other authors directed by
the Holy Spirit. The New Testament was written by the disciples (apostles) who walked with Jesus, saw His great healings and miracles, and were witnesses of His death and resurrection. It was also written by Paul and others who came to faith later, but who were taught by the apostles and received direct revelation from God. According to the
religion of Islam, the prophet Muhammad was visited by an angel in AD 610. Muhammad said that the angel appeared to him in the cave Hira, close to Mecca and commanded him: Read! Muhammad responded, But I cannot read! Then the angel embraced him and recited to him the first verses of theSurah Al-Alaq.The Qurn contains 114 chapters
calledSurah.Al-Alagmeanscongealed blood,as the angel revealed to Muhammad that God created man from a blood-clot. From this first chapter of the Qurn, Muslims believe Muhammad continued to receive revelations, which make up the rest of the Quran, until he died in AD 631. The Bible consists of 66 books: 39 in the Old Testament and 27 in the
New Testament. It has roughly 800,000 words. The Qurn contains 114 chapters and is about 80,000 words, so the Bible is about ten times longer. Both the Bible and the Qurn contain stories and references about the same people: Adam, Noah, Abraham, Lot, Isaac, Ishmael, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, David, Goliath, Elisha, Jonah, Mary, John the Baptist,
and even Jesus. However, some of the basic details of the stories are different. The Qurn says nothing about Jesus teaching and healing ministry and denies Jesus divinity. The Qurn also denies Jesus was crucified and resurrected. Both the Bible and the Qurn say that Jesus was born of the virgin Mary (Maryam); after speaking with the angel Gabriel,
she conceived through the Holy Spirit. Mary, the mother of Jesus, is the only woman mentioned by name in the Qurn, while the Bible mentions 166 women by name, including several prophetesses: Miriam, Huldah, Deborah, Anna, and the four daughters of Philip. Creation The Biblesays that God created the heavens and earth, night and day, all the
stars and all the plants and animals and humans in six days. (Genesis 1) God created the first woman, Eve, out of the rib of the first man, Adam, as a helper and companion for the man, and ordained marriage from the beginning. (Genesis 2) The Bible says that Jesus was with God in the beginning, that JesuswasGod, and that through Jesus all things
were created. (John 1:1-3) The Qurnsays the heavens and the earth were joined together as one unit, before God separated them (21:30); this agrees with Genesis 1:6-8. The Qurn says God created the night and the day, and the sun and the moon; they all swim along, each in their orbit (21:33). The Qurn says God created the heavens and the earth,
and all that is between them, in six days. (7:54) The Qurn says God created man from a clot (a piece of thick coagulated blood). (96:2) The nameAllahwas used for centuries in Arabia before Muhammed, designating the highest god (among 360) worshiped in thekaaba (the cube an ancient stone structure in the Grand Mosque in Mecca, Saudi Arabia
that was believed to be built by Abraham). Allah in the Qurn is quite distinct from God (Yahweh)of the Bible. Allah is distant and remote. One cannot know Allah in a personal way; Allah is too holy for man to have a personal relationship with him. (3:7; 7:188). Allah is one (not a Trinity). Love is not emphasized with Allah. To claim that Jesus is Gods
Son isshirk, the greatest sin in Islam. Yahweh, the God of the Bible, can be known, and desires to be known in a personal way thats why He sent His Son Jesus to restore the relationship between God and man. Jesus prayed that His disciples may be one as We are onel in them and You in Methat they may be perfectly united. (John 17:22-23) Godislove,
and the one who remains in love remains in God, and God remains in him. (1 John 4:16) Paul prayed for the believers, that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. Then you, being rooted and grounded in love, will have power, together with all the saints, to comprehend the length and width and height and depth of the love of Christ, and to
know this love that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. (Ephesians 3:17-19) Sin The Biblesays that sin entered the world when Adam and Eve disobeyed Gods command and ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Sin brought death into the world (Romans 5:12, Genesis 2:16-17, 3:6) The Bible says that
everyone has sinned (Romans 3:23), and that the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Romans 6:23) The Qurnuses different words for sin, depending on their nature.Dhanbrefers to great sins such as pride that prevents faith, and these sins are worthy of hell fire. (3:15-16)Sayyiaare minor sins that
can be forgiven if one avoids seriousdhanbsin. (4:31)Ithmare intentional sins, such as falsely accusing ones wife. (4:20-24)Shirkis anithmsin that means joining other gods with Allah. (4:116) The Qurn teaches that if one sins, they should ask Allah for forgiveness and turn back to him. (11:3) The Qurn teaches that Allah will overlook the sins of those
who have faith in the teachings of Muhammad and do good deeds. (47:2) If they have wronged someone, they must make amends for Allah to forgive. (2:160) The Bibledemonstrates thatJesusis precisely who He said He is fully God and fully man. He is the Son of God and the second Person in the Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit). Jesus was
crucified and raised from the dead to save all those who put their trust in Him. The word Christ means Messiah (anointed one), sent by God to save the people. The name Jesus means Savior or Deliverer. The Qurnteaches thatlsa(Jesus),son of Maryam (Mary) was only a messenger, like many other messengers (prophets) before him. Because Jesus ate
food like other beings, they say he was mortal, not God, because Allah does not eat food. (66:12) However, the Qurn also says Jesus was the al-Masih (Messiah) and that God caused Jesus, to follow in Gods footsteps, confirming what was revealed before Jesus in the Torah, and that God gave Jesus the Gospel (Injil), which is a guide and a light for those
who ward off evil. (5:46-47) The Qurn teaches that Jesus will return as a sign of the Day of Judgement (43:61). When devout Muslims mention the name of Jesus, they add peace be upon him. Muslims revereMuhammadas the greatest prophet greater than Jesus and the last prophet (33:40). He is considered the perfect believer and a model of ideal
conduct. Muhammad was a mortal, but with extraordinary qualities. Muhammad is honored, but not worshiped. He is not a god, only a man. Muhammad was sinful, like all men, and had to ask forgiveness for his sins (47:19), although most Muslims say that he had no major sins, just minor infractions. Salvation The Bibleteaches that all people are
sinners and worth of death and punishment in hell. Salvation comes only through faith in Jesus death and resurrection for our sins. Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved Acts 16:31 God loved people so much, that He sent His Son Jesus to die in our placeand take the punishment for our sins: For God so loved the world, that He gave His only
Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16) Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life. Whoever rejects the Son will not see life. Instead, the wrath of God remains on him. (John 3:36) If you confess with your mouth, Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be
saved. For with your heart you believe and are justified, and with your mouth you confess and are saved. (Romans 10:9-10) The Qurnteaches that Allah is merciful and accepts the repentance of those who sin in ignorance and repent quickly. If someone continues to sin and then repents just before they die, they will not be forgiven. These people and
those who reject faith are destined for a punishment most grievous. (4:17) A person must follow theFive Pillarsto be saved: Profession of Faith (shahada):There is no god but God, and Muhammad is the Messenger of God.Prayer (salat): five times a day: at dawn, noon, mid-afternoon, sunset, and after dark.Alms (zakat): donating a fixed portion of
income to community members in need.Fasting (sawm): during the daylight hours of Ramadan, the ninth month of the Islamic calendar, all healthy adults abstain from food and drink.Pilgrimage (hajj): if health and finances permit, every Muslim must make at least one visit to the holy city of Mecca, in Saudi Arabia. The Qurn teaches that a person is
purified by good deeds (7:69), but even those may not save the person it is up to Allah, who has predestined everyones eternal future. (57:22) Even Muhammad had no assurance of his salvation. (31:34; 46:9). A Muslim cannot experience the joy or assurance of salvation. (7:188) The afterlife The Bibleteaches that Jesus rendered death powerless and
has illuminated the way to life and immortality through the Gospel (good news of salvation). (2 Timothy 1:10) The Bible teaches that when a believer dies, his soul is absent from his body and at home with God. (2 Corinthians 5:8) The Bible teaches that people in heavenhave glorified, immortal bodies that will no longer experience sadness, sickness, or
death (Revelation 21:4, 1 Corinthians 15:53). The Bible teaches that hell is a horrifying place of unquenchable fire(Mark 9:44). It is a place of judgment (Matthew 23:33) and torment (Luke 16:23) and black darkness (Jude 1:13) where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth (Matthew 8:12, 22:13, 25:30). When God sends a person to hell, they are
there forever. (Revelation 20:20) The Bible teaches that anyones name not found written in the book of life will be thrown into the lake of fire. (Revelation 20:11-15) The Qurnteaches that there is life after death and that there is a Day of Judgement when the dead will raise to life to be judged. The Qurn describes Jahannam (afterlife for evil doers) as
the blazing fire and the abyss. (25:12) Hell is horrible and eternal (6:128 and 11:107) except as Allah wills it. Some Muslims believe this means that not everyone will stay in Hell forever, but it will be more like purgatory for minor sins like gossip. Muslims believe in seven layers of hell, some of which are temporary (for Muslims, Christians, and Jews)
and others which are permanent for those without faith, witches, and so forth. The Qurn teaches about Jannah as the final home and reward of the righteous. (13:24) In Jannah, people live near to Allah in a garden of bliss (3:15, 13:23). Each garden has a mansion (9:72) and the people will wear rich and beautiful clothing (18:31) and have virgin
companions (52:20) called houris. The Qurn teaches that one must endure great trials to get into Jannah (heaven). (2:214, 3:142) The Quran teaches that righteous Christians and Jews can also enter heaven. (2:62) Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, this person is a new creation; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come. (2 Corinthians
5:17) I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. (Galatians 2:20) Beloved, lets love one another;for love is from God, and everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. (1 John 4:7)
God, there is no god but He, the Living, the Eternal. He sent down to you the Book with the Truth, confirming what came before it; and He sent down the Torah and the Gospel. (3:2-3) The Angels said, O Mary, God gives you good news of a Word from Him. His name is the Messiah, Jesus, son of Mary, well-esteemed in this world and the next, and one
of the nearest. (3:45) We believe in God, and in what was revealed to us; and in what was revealed to Abraham, and Ishmael, and Isaac, and Jacob, and the Patriarchs; and in what was given to Moses, and Jesus, and the prophets from their Lord. (3:84) The Qurn says that God revealed the Torah (first five books of the Bible), the Psalms, and the Gospel
just as he revealed the Quran to Muhammad. However, most Muslims think the Bible has been corrupted and altered over the years (although the Qurn doesnt say this), while the Qurn has been unchanged and perfectly preserved. When Muhammed would receive revelation, he would later recite them to his companions, who wrote them down. The
entire Qurn wasnt organized into one written book until after Muhammad died. TheSanaamanuscript was discovered in 1972 and is radiocarbon dated to within 30 years of the death of Muhammad. It has an upper and lower text, and the upper text is virtually the same as the Quran of today. The lower text has variations that emphasize or clarify
certain verses, so it may have been something like a paraphrase or commentary. At any rate, the upper text demonstrates that the Quran was preserved. But so was the Bible. In 175 BC, King Antiochus Epiphanes of Syria ordered the Jews to destroy their Scriptures and worship the Greek gods. But Judas Maccabaeus preserved the books and led the
Jews in a successful revolt against Syria. Even though parts of the Bible were written 2000 years or more before the Quran, the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls in 1947 confirmed that we still have the same Old Testament as was used in Jesus day. Thousands of New Testament manuscripts dating as far back as AD 300 confirm that the New
Testament was also providentially preserved. Why should I become a Christian? Your eternal life depends on your faith in Jesus. In Islam, you have no guarantee of what will happen when you die. Through Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven and our relationship with God is restored. You can have assurance of salvation in Jesus. And we know that the
Son of God has come, and has given us understanding so that we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life. (1 John 5:20) If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. (Romans 10:10) Becoming
a true Christian provides us with escape from hell and the firm assurance that we will go to heaven when we die. Buttheres so much more to experience as a true Christian! As Christians, we experience indescribable joy walking in relationship with God. As children of God, we can cry out to Him, Abba! (Daddy!) Father. (Romans 8:14-16) Nothing can
separate us from the love of God! (Romans 8:37-39) Why wait? Take that step right now! Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved! This article has multiple issues. Please help improve it or discuss these issues on the talk page. (Learn how and when to remove these messages) The examples and perspective in this article may not include
all significant viewpoints. Please improve the article or discuss the issue. (February 2018) (Learn how and when to remove this message)This article needs additional citations for verification. Please help improve this article by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged and removed.Find sources:"Islamic view of the
Bible"news newspapers books scholar JSTOR (July 2007) (Learn how and when to remove this message) (Learn how and when to remove this message)Part of a series on theBibleCanons and booksTanakhTorahNevi'imKetuvimOld Testament (OT)New Testament (NT)DeuterocanonAntilegomenaChapters and versesApocryphaJewishOTNTAuthorship
and developmentAuthorshipDatingHebrew canonOld Testament canonNew Testament canonComposition of the TorahMosaic authorshipPauline epistlesPetrine epistlesJohannine worksTranslations and manuscriptsDead Sea scrollsMasoretic TextSamaritan PentateuchTargumimSeptuagintPeshittaVetus LatinaVulgateGothic BibleLuther BibleEnglish
Biblesby languageBiblical studiesArcheologyArtifactsDatingHistoricityInternal consistencyPeoplePlacesNamesBiblia Hebraica StuttgartensiaRahlfs' SeptuagintNovum Testamentum GraeceDocumentary hypothesisSynoptic problemNT textual categoriesBiblical
criticismHistoricalTextualSourceFormRedactionCanonicallnterpretationHermeneuticsPesherMidrashPardesAllegorical interpretationHistorical-grammatical methodInspirationLiteralismAlcoholConspiracy theoryEthicsCapital
punishmentHomosexualityHumorIncestMuhammadProphecyRapeSerpentsSexSlaveryViolenceWarfareWomenPerspectivesGnosticlslamicQuraniclnerrancylnfallibilityCriticism of the BibleBiblical authorityOutline of Bible-related topics Bible portalvteThe Quran states that several prior writings constitute holy books given by God to the prophets and
messengers amongst the Children of Israel, in the same way the Quran was revealed to Muhammad. These include the Tawrat, believed by Muslims to have been given by God to the prophets and messengers amongst the Children of Israel, the Zabur (used in reference to the Psalms)[1] revealed to David (Dawud); and the Injil revealed to Jesus
(Isa).The Islamic methodology of tafsir al-Qur'an bi-1-Kitab (Arabic: ) refers to "interpreting the Qur'an with/through the Bible".[2] This approach adopts canonical Arabic versions of the Bible, including the Torah and Gospel, both to illuminate and to add exegetical depth to the reading of the Qur'an. Notable Muslim commentators (mufassirun) of the
Bible and Qur'an who weaved biblical texts together with Qur'anic ones include Abu al-Hakam Abd al-Salam bin al-Isbili of Al-Andalus and Ibrahim bin Umar bin Hasan al-Biqga'i.[2]The term "Bible" is not found in the Quran; instead the Quran has particular terms to refer to the Torah (, Tawrah), Psalms (, Zabur) and Gospel (, Injil).[3]Main articles:
Zabur and PsalmsThe Quran mentions the Psalms with the use of the term zubr (Arabic: "writings") in five verses.[4] and two of these mention that it was given to David (4:163; 17:55). The word zabr is often viewed by scholars in the sense "psalter" as being a conflation of Arabic zabr, "writing", with the Hebrew word for "psalm", mizmr (Hebrew: ) or
its Aramaic equivalent mazmr (Syriac: ).[5] The word zubur may have also originally come from Sabaic, where the verb sbr (Ge'ez: ) means "to write" or "to sign" and the noun zbr (Ge'ez: ) means "writing" or "signed document".[6]According to the Qur'an, The Psalms was revealed to David. Quran 21:105 says that in the Zabur there is a quote "the
land is inherited by my righteous servants". This resembles the 29th verse of Psalm 37, which says "[t]he righteous shall inherit the land, and abide forever in it."[7][8] The Zabur is also mentioned in the Qur'an in metaphorical language describing how "The Mountains and Birds echo David's hymns."[9] This is similar to how David's son Solomon is
described as capable of communicating with animals and Jinn.[10] Some companions of Muhammad such as Abu Aliya believed that the Sabians mentioned in the Qur'an were followers of the Psalms, similar to how Jews would follow the Torah and the Christians the Gospels.[11] Muhammad also described how David had mastered the Psalms, as
narrated by Abu Huraira in Sahih Al Bukhari:Narrated Abu Huraira:The Prophet said, "The reciting of the Zabur (i.e. Psalms) was made easy for David. He used to order that his riding animals be saddled, and would finish reciting the Zabur before they were saddled. And he would never eat except from the earnings of his manual work."Sahih al-
Bukhari, 4:55:628The Book of Psalms currently in the Bible is believed to have had contributions from multiple authors including Solomon, Asaph, Korah family and more.Main articles: Gospel in Islam and GospelThe term customarily translated as "Gospel" in the Quran, injl, appears to be an Ethiopic loanword. It originates as a form of revelation
delivered to Jesus, being referred to as being "taught" to Jesus or "sent down" to him. Like the Torah, with which it is frequently paired, the Gospel is exclusively mentioned in Medinan verses. The Quran argues that Christians must adjudicate by its content, that this content includes a prophecy of Muhammad, and that it includes a promise of
paradise. Whereas "Gospel" is the most common translation, some historians have argued that the term could encapsulate the entire Christian Bible or, perhaps, the content that might have been commonly assumed to be in the Christian Bible if direct access to its content was unavailable.[12] Some have speculated about the relationship between the
singular use of "injl" (Gospel) and the Bible's inclusion of four Gospels, however, it was common in late antiquity for Christians to speak of "the Gospel" (message) in unison. Likewise, some specific gospel harmonies, such as the Diatessaron of Tatian (which Tatian himself referred to as "the Gospel"), were produced; as such, unitary representations of
the canonical Gospels would not have been unusual in late antiquity.[13]Main articles: Torah in Islam and TorahIn the Quran, the Tawrh, customarily translated as "Torah", refers to the divine scripture revealed to Moses as guidance for the Children of Israel. It contained laws, commandments, and stories of earlier prophets.[14] The Quran explains
that the Gospel revealed to Jesus confirmed the Torah which came before it.[14] The Torah found in the Hebrew Bible and Christian Bible is a compilation of the first five books of the Hebrew Bible, namely the books of Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy.[15] The Torah is known as the Pentateuch or the Five Books of Moses by
Christians. However the Quran explains that the Torah, was a revelation and not a text written by Moses himself. The Quran elaborates by explaining that the Children of Israel did not preserve the Torah in its original form.[16] Hadiths on exegesis of the Quran also detail how companions of Muhammad such as Ibn Mas'ud narrated from Muhammad
that the Children of Israel had abandoned the Original Torah and wrote a separate book and followed it.[17] Similar views were held by many early Islamic scholars such as Ibn Abbas and Al Qasim bin Ibrahim.[18][19] There are a number of verses in the Quran which allude to a historical textual corruption and misinterpretation of the Torah over time
by the Children of Israel.[20][21]There is some dispute over the level of familiarity that pre-modern Islamic commentators had with biblical literature. The minimalist position is that Islamic authors had a limited or superficial familiarity until the fifteenth century or later.[22][23] Against this and as part of a maximalist position, Martin Accad published
a four-part paper marshalling a non-comprehensive list of 648 Gospel quotations across 23 works,[24][25][26][27] and others have pointed out the more engaged use of the Bible in Al-Biruni (d. 1050)[23] and al-Biq.[28] More recently, a middle-grounded approach has acknowledged the use of biblical texts in a number of writers, but also views more
engaged writers such as al-Biqg to be rare exceptions, while also arguing that Gospel and other biblical quotations were reserved to widely reused canonical quotation lists that do not evince direct engagement with the Bible itself.[29] In this view, familiarity with the Bible only becomes widespread in the nineteenth century and later.[30] To address
the impasse of opposing views, unlikely to be resolved by specialized analysis of a few titles of the large volume of commentary (tafsir) literature, the application of computational methods on digitized Arabic texts across a range of genres (encyclopedias, madrasa textbooks, tafsir, etc) has shown that some biblical texts were known in literature
belonging to interfaith polemic and apologetics, whereas use of the Bible in commentaries was nearly non-existent (with isolated exceptions) until a sharp rise in their usage in the late 19th century. This survey covered nearly all of the 50 most historically significant commentaries, along with 129 other titles, of which roughly 60% of extant
commentaries are a copy.[31] Further analysis of these quotations demonstrated that (1) an author of a commentary that doesnt quote much from the Bible may quite more abundantly in writings aimed at interfaith dialogue; (2) the examples given are largely second-hand, often erroneous, and lack direct familiarity with the biblical text. For example,
Abu Bakr al-Razi believed that the Gospels assert God has a thousand names, and authors like Al-Baghawi (d. 1122), Al-Khazin (d. 1340), and Al-Shawkani (d. 1834) believed that the first verse of the Torah was the Islamic phrase known as the Basmala ("In the Name of God, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassionate").[31]Main article: TahrifViews
differ about how medieval Islamic authorities understood the doctrine of the corruption (tarf) of biblical texts. According to Martin Accad, doctrines of corruption primarily referred to corruption of the meaning and interpretation of the biblical scriptures among Jews and Christians, as opposed to the text itself.[32] However, more recently, Reynolds
has argued that while corruption of meaning (tarf al-man) was often invoked by interpreters, this was done for the rhetorical purpose of arguing against Jewish and Christian interpretations of their own scripture, while Islamic authors typically did also believe in the corruption of the text itself (tarf al-na).[33]Today, Muslims may take references to
individuals manipulating scripture, such as in Q 2:79, as indications of the textual corruption of texts like the Torah. By contrast, the exegete Al-Tabari referred to the Torah in his words as "the Torah that they (the Jews) possess today".[34]One Islamic interpretation holds that "Gospel" references in the Quran are to the original divine revelation Jesus
Christ, as opposed to the canonical Gospels in the New Testament.[35]Ninth century Islamic commentators who invoked significant sections of the Bible in their writings include Ibn Qutaybah (d. 889) and his translation of Genesis 13, and Al-Qasim al-Rassi (d. 860) who included a large portion of the Book of Matthew in his Refutation of Christians.
[36]Main article: Muhammad and the BibleAnd the LORD said unto me: 'They have well said that which they have spoken. I will raise them up a prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee; and I will put My words in his mouth, and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him.'Deuteronomy 18:1718[37]Deuteronomy 18:18 has often
been considered a prophecy of the coming of Muhammad by Muslim scholars.[38] Al-Samawal al-Maghribi, a medieval Jewish mathematician who converted to Islam, pointed to Deuteronomy 18:18 in his book Confutation of the Jews as a prophecy fulfilled by the appearance of Muhammad.[39] Samawal argued in his book that since the children of
Esau are described in Deuteronomy 2:46[40] and Numbers 20:14[41] as the brethren of the children of Israel, the children of Ishmael can also be described the same way.[42] Some Muslim writers, like Muhammad Ali and Fethullah Glen, have interpreted several verses in the Quran as implying that Muhammad was alluded to in Deuteronomy 18:18,
including Quran 46:10[43] and 73:15.[44][45][46]Christians interpret Deuteronomy 18:18 as referring to a future member of the community of Israel who re-enacts the function of Moses, serving as a mediator for the covenant between God and the Israelites. Walter Brueggemann writes that "The primary requirement for the prophet, like the king in
17:15, is that he or she must be a member of Israel, thoroughly situated in the traditions and claims of God's covenant."[47] The Gospels of Matthew and John both present Jesus as being the "prophet like Moses" from Deuteronomy 18[48] and Acts 3:1523[49] states that Jesus is the one Moses was talking about in Deuteronomy 18:18.Main article:
ParacleteAnd I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate (), to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.John 14:1617, New Revised Standard Version[50]Many Muslim scholars have
argued that the Greek words paraklytos (‘comforter') and periklutos (‘famous'/'illustrious') were used interchangeably, and therefore, these verses constitute Jesus prophesying the coming of Muhammad; but neither of these words are present in this passage (or in the Bible at all), which instead has "Paracletos", that is, Paraclete, Advocate.[51]The
Paraclete, or "Advocate," or "Comforter," is mentioned five times in the Gospel of John,[52] and once in 1 John 2:1 as referring directly to Jesus Christ. The Advocate, called the "Spirit of truth", is considered to be the Holy Spirit; the replacement for Jesus in the world and within believers after His resurrection.[53][citation needed] John says that the
world cannot receive the Spirit, although the Spirit abides with and in the disciples (14:17). The Spirit will convict the world of sin (16:89) and glorify Jesus (16:1314).[54]Main articles: List of people in both the Bible and the Quran, Biblical and Quranic narratives, Biblical people in Islam, and Prophets and messengers in IslamSome of the people
revered or mentioned in both the Quran and the Bible include: Aaron, Abel, Abraham, Adam, Cain, David, the disciples of Jesus, Elias, Elisha, Enoch, Eve, Ezra, Goliath, Isaac, Ishmael, Jacob, Jesus, John the Baptist, Jonah, Joseph, Lot, Mary, Moses, Noah, the Pharaohs of Egypt, Samuel, Saul, Solomon, and Zachariah.[55][56][57]Biblical
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Bible is the sacred scriptures for Christians, andthe Old Testament section (Tanakh) is the scripture for the Jewish faith. The Koran (Qurn) is the scripture for the religion of Islam. What do these books tell us about knowing God, about His love, and about salvation? The Old Testament section ofthe Biblewas written over many centuries, stretching
from 1446 BC (probably earlier) to 400 BC. The New Testament books were written from around AD 48 to 100. TheKoran (Qurn)was written between AD 610-632. The Bible was written by many authors over a timespan of 1500 years or longer. The Bible isGod-breathed, meaning that the Holy Spirit guided and controlled what the authors wrote. It is
the ultimate source of our knowledge of God, of the salvation provided through the Lord Jesus Christ, and our indispensable resource for daily living. Moses wrote the Torah (first five books) during the 40 years following the exodus from Egypt, after ascending the mountain of Sinai, where God spoke directly to him. God spoke face to face with Moses,
as with a friend. (Exodus 33:11) The books of the prophets were written by many men inspired by God. Many of the prophecies have already been fulfilled in Jesus, and the rest will soon come to pass as Jesus return is fast approaching. The writings and poetic books were written by King David, his son King Solomon, and by other authors directed by
the Holy Spirit. The New Testament was written by the disciples (apostles) who walked with Jesus, saw His great healings and miracles, and were witnesses of His death and resurrection. It was also written by Paul and others who came to faith later, but who were taught by the apostles and received direct revelation from God. According to the
religion of Islam, the prophet Muhammad was visited by an angel in AD 610. Muhammad said that the angel appeared to him in the cave Hira, close to Mecca and commanded him: Read! Muhammad responded, But I cannot read! Then the angel embraced him and recited to him the first verses of theSurah Al-Alaq.The Qurn contains 114 chapters
calledSurah.Al-Alagmeanscongealed blood,as the angel revealed to Muhammad that God created man from a blood-clot. From this first chapter of the Qurn, Muslims believe Muhammad continued to receive revelations, which make up the rest of the Quran, until he died in AD 631. The Bible consists of 66 books: 39 in the Old Testament and 27 in the
New Testament. It has roughly 800,000 words. The Qurn contains 114 chapters and is about 80,000 words, so the Bible is about ten times longer. Both the Bible and the Qurn contain stories and references about the same people: Adam, Noah, Abraham, Lot, Isaac, Ishmael, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, David, Goliath, Elisha, Jonah, Mary, John the Baptist,
and even Jesus. However, some of the basic details of the stories are different. The Qurn says nothing about Jesus teaching and healing ministry and denies Jesus divinity. The Qurn also denies Jesus was crucified and resurrected. Both the Bible and the Qurn say that Jesus was born of the virgin Mary (Maryam); after speaking with the angel Gabriel,
she conceived through the Holy Spirit. Mary, the mother of Jesus, is the only woman mentioned by name in the Qurn, while the Bible mentions 166 women by name, including several prophetesses: Miriam, Huldah, Deborah, Anna, and the four daughters of Philip. Creation The Biblesays that God created the heavens and earth, night and day, all the
stars and all the plants and animals and humans in six days. (Genesis 1) God created the first woman, Eve, out of the rib of the first man, Adam, as a helper and companion for the man, and ordained marriage from the beginning. (Genesis 2) The Bible says that Jesus was with God in the beginning, that JesuswasGod, and that through Jesus all things
were created. (John 1:1-3) The Qurnsays the heavens and the earth were joined together as one unit, before God separated them (21:30); this agrees with Genesis 1:6-8. The Qurn says God created the night and the day, and the sun and the moon; they all swim along, each in their orbit (21:33). The Qurn says God created the heavens and the earth,
and all that is between them, in six days. (7:54) The Qurn says God created man from a clot (a piece of thick coagulated blood). (96:2) The nameAllahwas used for centuries in Arabia before Muhammed, designating the highest god (among 360) worshiped in thekaaba (the cube an ancient stone structure in the Grand Mosque in Mecca, Saudi Arabia
that was believed to be built by Abraham). Allah in the Qurn is quite distinct from God (Yahweh)of the Bible. Allah is distant and remote. One cannot know Allah in a personal way; Allah is too holy for man to have a personal relationship with him. (3:7; 7:188). Allah is one (not a Trinity). Love is not emphasized with Allah. To claim that Jesus is Gods
Son isshirk, the greatest sin in Islam. Yahweh, the God of the Bible, can be known, and desires to be known in a personal way thats why He sent His Son Jesus to restore the relationship between God and man. Jesus prayed that His disciples may be one as We are onel in them and You in Methat they may be perfectly united. (John 17:22-23) Godislove,
and the one who remains in love remains in God, and God remains in him. (1 John 4:16) Paul prayed for the believers, that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. Then you, being rooted and grounded in love, will have power, together with all the saints, to comprehend the length and width and height and depth of the love of Christ, and to
know this love that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. (Ephesians 3:17-19) Sin The Biblesays that sin entered the world when Adam and Eve disobeyed Gods command and ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Sin brought death into the world (Romans 5:12, Genesis 2:16-17, 3:6) The Bible says that
everyone has sinned (Romans 3:23), and that the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Romans 6:23) The Qurnuses different words for sin, depending on their nature.Dhanbrefers to great sins such as pride that prevents faith, and these sins are worthy of hell fire. (3:15-16)Sayyiaare minor sins that
can be forgiven if one avoids seriousdhanbsin. (4:31)Ithmare intentional sins, such as falsely accusing ones wife. (4:20-24)Shirkis anithmsin that means joining other gods with Allah. (4:116) The Qurn teaches that if one sins, they should ask Allah for forgiveness and turn back to him. (11:3) The Qurn teaches that Allah will overlook the sins of those
who have faith in the teachings of Muhammad and do good deeds. (47:2) If they have wronged someone, they must make amends for Allah to forgive. (2:160) The Bibledemonstrates thatJesusis precisely who He said He is fully God and fully man. He is the Son of God and the second Person in the Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit). Jesus was
crucified and raised from the dead to save all those who put their trust in Him. The word Christ means Messiah (anointed one), sent by God to save the people. The name Jesus means Savior or Deliverer. The Qurnteaches thatIsa(Jesus),son of Maryam (Mary) was only a messenger, like many other messengers (prophets) before him. Because Jesus ate
food like other beings, they say he was mortal, not God, because Allah does not eat food. (66:12) However, the Qurn also says Jesus was the al-Masih (Messiah) and that God caused Jesus, to follow in Gods footsteps, confirming what was revealed before Jesus in the Torah, and that God gave Jesus the Gospel (Injil), which is a guide and a light for those
who ward off evil. (5:46-47) The Qurn teaches that Jesus will return as a sign of the Day of Judgement (43:61). When devout Muslims mention the name of Jesus, they add peace be upon him. Muslims revereMuhammadas the greatest prophet greater than Jesus and the last prophet (33:40). He is considered the perfect believer and a model of ideal
conduct. Muhammad was a mortal, but with extraordinary qualities. Muhammad is honored, but not worshiped. He is not a god, only a man. Muhammad was sinful, like all men, and had to ask forgiveness for his sins (47:19), although most Muslims say that he had no major sins, just minor infractions. Salvation The Bibleteaches that all people are
sinners and worth of death and punishment in hell. Salvation comes only through faith in Jesus death and resurrection for our sins. Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved Acts 16:31 God loved people so much, that He sent His Son Jesus to die in our placeand take the punishment for our sins: For God so loved the world, that He gave His only
Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16) Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life. Whoever rejects the Son will not see life. Instead, the wrath of God remains on him. (John 3:36) If you confess with your mouth, Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be
saved. For with your heart you believe and are justified, and with your mouth you confess and are saved. (Romans 10:9-10) The Qurnteaches that Allah is merciful and accepts the repentance of those who sin in ignorance and repent quickly. If someone continues to sin and then repents just before they die, they will not be forgiven. These people and
those who reject faith are destined for a punishment most grievous. (4:17) A person must follow theFive Pillarsto be saved: Profession of Faith (shahada):There is no god but God, and Muhammad is the Messenger of God.Prayer (salat): five times a day: at dawn, noon, mid-afternoon, sunset, and after dark.Alms (zakat): donating a fixed portion of
income to community members in need.Fasting (sawm): during the daylight hours of Ramadan, the ninth month of the Islamic calendar, all healthy adults abstain from food and drink.Pilgrimage (hajj): if health and finances permit, every Muslim must make at least one visit to the holy city of Mecca, in Saudi Arabia. The Qurn teaches that a person is
purified by good deeds (7:69), but even those may not save the person it is up to Allah, who has predestined everyones eternal future. (57:22) Even Muhammad had no assurance of his salvation. (31:34; 46:9). A Muslim cannot experience the joy or assurance of salvation. (7:188) The afterlife The Bibleteaches that Jesus rendered death powerless and
has illuminated the way to life and immortality through the Gospel (good news of salvation). (2 Timothy 1:10) The Bible teaches that when a believer dies, his soul is absent from his body and at home with God. (2 Corinthians 5:8) The Bible teaches that people in heavenhave glorified, immortal bodies that will no longer experience sadness, sickness, or
death (Revelation 21:4, 1 Corinthians 15:53). The Bible teaches that hell is a horrifying place of unquenchable fire(Mark 9:44). It is a place of judgment (Matthew 23:33) and torment (Luke 16:23) and black darkness (Jude 1:13) where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth (Matthew 8:12, 22:13, 25:30). When God sends a person to hell, they are
there forever. (Revelation 20:20) The Bible teaches that anyones name not found written in the book of life will be thrown into the lake of fire. (Revelation 20:11-15) The Qurnteaches that there is life after death and that there is a Day of Judgement when the dead will raise to life to be judged. The Qurn describes Jahannam (afterlife for evil doers) as
the blazing fire and the abyss. (25:12) Hell is horrible and eternal (6:128 and 11:107) except as Allah wills it. Some Muslims believe this means that not everyone will stay in Hell forever, but it will be more like purgatory for minor sins like gossip. Muslims believe in seven layers of hell, some of which are temporary (for Muslims, Christians, and Jews)
and others which are permanent for those without faith, witches, and so forth. The Qurn teaches about Jannah as the final home and reward of the righteous. (13:24) In Jannah, people live near to Allah in a garden of bliss (3:15, 13:23). Each garden has a mansion (9:72) and the people will wear rich and beautiful clothing (18:31) and have virgin
companions (52:20) called houris. The Qurn teaches that one must endure great trials to get into Jannah (heaven). (2:214, 3:142) The Quran teaches that righteous Christians and Jews can also enter heaven. (2:62) Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, this person is a new creation; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come. (2 Corinthians
5:17) I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. (Galatians 2:20) Beloved, lets love one another;for love is from God, and everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. (1 John 4:7)
God, there is no god but He, the Living, the Eternal. He sent down to you the Book with the Truth, confirming what came before it; and He sent down the Torah and the Gospel. (3:2-3) The Angels said, O Mary, God gives you good news of a Word from Him. His name is the Messiah, Jesus, son of Mary, well-esteemed in this world and the next, and one
of the nearest. (3:45) We believe in God, and in what was revealed to us; and in what was revealed to Abraham, and Ishmael, and Isaac, and Jacob, and the Patriarchs; and in what was given to Moses, and Jesus, and the prophets from their Lord. (3:84) The Qurn says that God revealed the Torah (first five books of the Bible), the Psalms, and the Gospel
just as he revealed the Quran to Muhammad. However, most Muslims think the Bible has been corrupted and altered over the years (although the Qurn doesnt say this), while the Qurn has been unchanged and perfectly preserved. When Muhammed would receive revelation, he would later recite them to his companions, who wrote them down. The
entire Qurn wasnt organized into one written book until after Muhammad died. TheSanaamanuscript was discovered in 1972 and is radiocarbon dated to within 30 years of the death of Muhammad. It has an upper and lower text, and the upper text is virtually the same as the Quran of today. The lower text has variations that emphasize or clarify
certain verses, so it may have been something like a paraphrase or commentary. At any rate, the upper text demonstrates that the Quran was preserved. But so was the Bible. In 175 BC, King Antiochus Epiphanes of Syria ordered the Jews to destroy their Scriptures and worship the Greek gods. But Judas Maccabaeus preserved the books and led the
Jews in a successful revolt against Syria. Even though parts of the Bible were written 2000 years or more before the Quran, the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls in 1947 confirmed that we still have the same Old Testament as was used in Jesus day. Thousands of New Testament manuscripts dating as far back as AD 300 confirm that the New
Testament was also providentially preserved. Why should I become a Christian? Your eternal life depends on your faith in Jesus. In Islam, you have no guarantee of what will happen when you die. Through Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven and our relationship with God is restored. You can have assurance of salvation in Jesus. And we know that the
Son of God has come, and has given us understanding so that we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life. (1 John 5:20) If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. (Romans 10:10) Becoming
a true Christian provides us with escape from hell and the firm assurance that we will go to heaven when we die. Buttheres so much more to experience as a true Christian! As Christians, we experience indescribable joy walking in relationship with God. As children of God, we can cry out to Him, Abba! (Daddy!) Father. (Romans 8:14-16) Nothing can
separate us from the love of God! (Romans 8:37-39) Why wait? Take that step right now! Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved! In this article, we will look at two books which are the sacred scriptures for three religions. The Bible is the sacred scriptures for Christians, andthe Old Testament section (Tanakh) is the scripture for the
Jewish faith. The Koran (Qurn) is the scripture for the religion of Islam. What do these books tell us about knowing God, about His love, and about salvation? The Old Testament section ofthe Biblewas written over many centuries, stretching from 1446 BC (probably earlier) to 400 BC. The New Testament books were written from around AD 48 to 100.
TheKoran (Qurn)was written between AD 610-632. The Bible was written by many authors over a timespan of 1500 years or longer. The Bible isGod-breathed,meaning that the Holy Spirit guided and controlled what the authors wrote. It is the ultimate source of our knowledge of God, of the salvation provided through the Lord Jesus Christ, and our
indispensable resource for daily living. Moses wrote the Torah (first five books) during the 40 years following the exodus from Egypt, after ascending the mountain of Sinai, where God spoke directly to him. God spoke face to face with Moses, as with a friend. (Exodus 33:11) The books of the prophets were written by many men inspired by God. Many
of the prophecies have already been fulfilled in Jesus, and the rest will soon come to pass as Jesus return is fast approaching. The writings and poetic books were written by King David, his son King Solomon, and by other authors directed by the Holy Spirit. The New Testament was written by the disciples (apostles) who walked with Jesus, saw His



great healings and miracles, and were witnesses of His death and resurrection. It was also written by Paul and others who came to faith later, but who were taught by the apostles and received direct revelation from God. According to the religion of Islam, the prophet Muhammad was visited by an angel in AD 610. Muhammad said that the angel
appeared to him in the cave Hira, close to Mecca and commanded him: Read! Muhammad responded, But I cannot read! Then the angel embraced him and recited to him the first verses of theSurah Al-Alaq.The Qurn contains 114 chapters calledSurah.Al-Alagmeanscongealed blood,as the angel revealed to Muhammad that God created man from a
blood-clot. From this first chapter of the Qurn, Muslims believe Muhammad continued to receive revelations, which make up the rest of the Quran, until he died in AD 631. The Bible consists of 66 books: 39 in the Old Testament and 27 in the New Testament. It has roughly 800,000 words. The Qurn contains 114 chapters and is about 80,000 words, so
the Bible is about ten times longer. Both the Bible and the Qurn contain stories and references about the same people: Adam, Noah, Abraham, Lot, Isaac, Ishmael, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, David, Goliath, Elisha, Jonah, Mary, John the Baptist, and even Jesus. However, some of the basic details of the stories are different. The Qurn says nothing about
Jesus teaching and healing ministry and denies Jesus divinity. The Qurn also denies Jesus was crucified and resurrected. Both the Bible and the Qurn say that Jesus was born of the virgin Mary (Maryam); after speaking with the angel Gabriel, she conceived through the Holy Spirit. Mary, the mother of Jesus, is the only woman mentioned by name in
the Qurn, while the Bible mentions 166 women by name, including several prophetesses: Miriam, Huldah, Deborah, Anna, and the four daughters of Philip. Creation The Biblesays that God created the heavens and earth, night and day, all the stars and all the plants and animals and humans in six days. (Genesis 1) God created the first woman, Eve,
out of the rib of the first man, Adam, as a helper and companion for the man, and ordained marriage from the beginning. (Genesis 2) The Bible says that Jesus was with God in the beginning, that JesuswasGod, and that through Jesus all things were created. (John 1:1-3) The Qurnsays the heavens and the earth were joined together as one unit, before
God separated them (21:30); this agrees with Genesis 1:6-8. The Qurn says God created the night and the day, and the sun and the moon; they all swim along, each in their orbit (21:33). The Qurn says God created the heavens and the earth, and all that is between them, in six days. (7:54) The Qurn says God created man from a clot (a piece of thick
coagulated blood). (96:2) The nameAllahwas used for centuries in Arabia before Muhammed, designating the highest god (among 360) worshiped in thekaaba (the cube an ancient stone structure in the Grand Mosque in Mecca, Saudi Arabia that was believed to be built by Abraham). Allah in the Qurn is quite distinct from God (Yahweh)of the Bible.
Allah is distant and remote. One cannot know Allah in a personal way; Allah is too holy for man to have a personal relationship with him. (3:7; 7:188). Allah is one (not a Trinity). Love is not emphasized with Allah. To claim that Jesus is Gods Son isshirk, the greatest sin in Islam. Yahweh, the God of the Bible, can be known, and desires to be known in a
personal way thats why He sent His Son Jesus to restore the relationship between God and man. Jesus prayed that His disciples may be one as We are onel in them and You in Methat they may be perfectly united. (John 17:22-23) Godislove, and the one who remains in love remains in God, and God remains in him. (1 John 4:16) Paul prayed for the
believers, that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. Then you, being rooted and grounded in love, will have power, together with all the saints, to comprehend the length and width and height and depth of the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. (Ephesians 3:17-19)
Sin The Biblesays that sin entered the world when Adam and Eve disobeyed Gods command and ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Sin brought death into the world (Romans 5:12, Genesis 2:16-17, 3:6) The Bible says that everyone has sinned (Romans 3:23), and that the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Romans 6:23) The Qurnuses different words for sin, depending on their nature.Dhanbrefers to great sins such as pride that prevents faith, and these sins are worthy of hell fire. (3:15-16)Sayyiaare minor sins that can be forgiven if one avoids seriousdhanbsin. (4:31)Ithmare intentional sins, such as falsely accusing ones
wife. (4:20-24)Shirkis anithmsin that means joining other gods with Allah. (4:116) The Qurn teaches that if one sins, they should ask Allah for forgiveness and turn back to him. (11:3) The Qurn teaches that Allah will overlook the sins of those who have faith in the teachings of Muhammad and do good deeds. (47:2) If they have wronged someone, they
must make amends for Allah to forgive. (2:160) The Bibledemonstrates that]Jesusis precisely who He said He is fully God and fully man. He is the Son of God and the second Person in the Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit). Jesus was crucified and raised from the dead to save all those who put their trust in Him. The word Christ means Messiah
(anointed one), sent by God to save the people. The name Jesus means Savior or Deliverer. The Qurnteaches thatlsa(Jesus),son of Maryam (Mary) was only a messenger, like many other messengers (prophets) before him. Because Jesus ate food like other beings, they say he was mortal, not God, because Allah does not eat food. (66:12) However, the
Qurn also says Jesus was the al-Masih (Messiah) and that God caused Jesus, to follow in Gods footsteps, confirming what was revealed before Jesus in the Torah, and that God gave Jesus the Gospel (Injil), which is a guide and a light for those who ward off evil. (5:46-47) The Qurn teaches that Jesus will return as a sign of the Day of Judgement (43:61).
When devout Muslims mention the name of Jesus, they add peace be upon him. Muslims revereMuhammadas the greatest prophet greater than Jesus and the last prophet (33:40). He is considered the perfect believer and a model of ideal conduct. Muhammad was a mortal, but with extraordinary qualities. Muhammad is honored, but not worshiped.
He is not a god, only a man. Muhammad was sinful, like all men, and had to ask forgiveness for his sins (47:19), although most Muslims say that he had no major sins, just minor infractions. Salvation The Bibleteaches that all people are sinners and worth of death and punishment in hell. Salvation comes only through faith in Jesus death and
resurrection for our sins. Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved Acts 16:31 God loved people so much, that He sent His Son Jesus to die in our placeand take the punishment for our sins: For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16) Whoever
believes in the Son has eternal life. Whoever rejects the Son will not see life. Instead, the wrath of God remains on him. (John 3:36) If you confess with your mouth, Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with your heart you believe and are justified, and with your mouth you confess and are
saved. (Romans 10:9-10) The Qurnteaches that Allah is merciful and accepts the repentance of those who sin in ignorance and repent quickly. If someone continues to sin and then repents just before they die, they will not be forgiven. These people and those who reject faith are destined for a punishment most grievous. (4:17) A person must follow
theFive Pillarsto be saved: Profession of Faith (shahada):There is no god but God, and Muhammad is the Messenger of God.Prayer (salat): five times a day: at dawn, noon, mid-afternoon, sunset, and after dark.Alms (zakat): donating a fixed portion of income to community members in need.Fasting (sawm): during the daylight hours of Ramadan, the
ninth month of the Islamic calendar, all healthy adults abstain from food and drink.Pilgrimage (hajj): if health and finances permit, every Muslim must make at least one visit to the holy city of Mecca, in Saudi Arabia. The Qurn teaches that a person is purified by good deeds (7:69), but even those may not save the person it is up to Allah, who has
predestined everyones eternal future. (57:22) Even Muhammad had no assurance of his salvation. (31:34; 46:9). A Muslim cannot experience the joy or assurance of salvation. (7:188) The afterlife The Bibleteaches that Jesus rendered death powerless and has illuminated the way to life and immortality through the Gospel (good news of salvation). (2
Timothy 1:10) The Bible teaches that when a believer dies, his soul is absent from his body and at home with God. (2 Corinthians 5:8) The Bible teaches that people in heavenhave glorified, immortal bodies that will no longer experience sadness, sickness, or death (Revelation 21:4, 1 Corinthians 15:53). The Bible teaches that hell is a horrifying place
of unquenchable fire(Mark 9:44). It is a place of judgment (Matthew 23:33) and torment (Luke 16:23) and black darkness (Jude 1:13) where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth (Matthew 8:12, 22:13, 25:30). When God sends a person to hell, they are there forever. (Revelation 20:20) The Bible teaches that anyones name not found written in
the book of life will be thrown into the lake of fire. (Revelation 20:11-15) The Qurnteaches that there is life after death and that there is a Day of Judgement when the dead will raise to life to be judged. The Qurn describes Jahannam (afterlife for evil doers) as the blazing fire and the abyss. (25:12) Hell is horrible and eternal (6:128 and 11:107) except
as Allah wills it. Some Muslims believe this means that not everyone will stay in Hell forever, but it will be more like purgatory for minor sins like gossip. Muslims believe in seven layers of hell, some of which are temporary (for Muslims, Christians, and Jews) and others which are permanent for those without faith, witches, and so forth. The Qurn
teaches about Jannah as the final home and reward of the righteous. (13:24) In Jannah, people live near to Allah in a garden of bliss (3:15, 13:23). Each garden has a mansion (9:72) and the people will wear rich and beautiful clothing (18:31) and have virgin companions (52:20) called houris. The Qurn teaches that one must endure great trials to get
into Jannah (heaven). (2:214, 3:142) The Quran teaches that righteous Christians and Jews can also enter heaven. (2:62) Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, this person is a new creation; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come. (2 Corinthians 5:17) I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me;
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. (Galatians 2:20) Beloved, lets love one another;for love is from God, and everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. (1 John 4:7) God, there is no god but He, the Living, the Eternal. He sent down to you the Book with the
Truth, confirming what came before it; and He sent down the Torah and the Gospel. (3:2-3) The Angels said, O Mary, God gives you good news of a Word from Him. His name is the Messiah, Jesus, son of Mary, well-esteemed in this world and the next, and one of the nearest. (3:45) We believe in God, and in what was revealed to us; and in what was
revealed to Abraham, and Ishmael, and Isaac, and Jacob, and the Patriarchs; and in what was given to Moses, and Jesus, and the prophets from their Lord. (3:84) The Qurn says that God revealed the Torah (first five books of the Bible), the Psalms, and the Gospel just as he revealed the Quran to Muhammad. However, most Muslims think the Bible has
been corrupted and altered over the years (although the Qurn doesnt say this), while the Qurn has been unchanged and perfectly preserved. When Muhammed would receive revelation, he would later recite them to his companions, who wrote them down. The entire Qurn wasnt organized into one written book until after Muhammad died.
TheSanaamanuscript was discovered in 1972 and is radiocarbon dated to within 30 years of the death of Muhammad. It has an upper and lower text, and the upper text is virtually the same as the Quran of today. The lower text has variations that emphasize or clarify certain verses, so it may have been something like a paraphrase or commentary. At
any rate, the upper text demonstrates that the Quran was preserved. But so was the Bible. In 175 BC, King Antiochus Epiphanes of Syria ordered the Jews to destroy their Scriptures and worship the Greek gods. But Judas Maccabaeus preserved the books and led the Jews in a successful revolt against Syria. Even though parts of the Bible were
written 2000 years or more before the Quran, the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls in 1947 confirmed that we still have the same Old Testament as was used in Jesus day. Thousands of New Testament manuscripts dating as far back as AD 300 confirm that the New Testament was also providentially preserved. Why should I become a Christian? Your
eternal life depends on your faith in Jesus. In Islam, you have no guarantee of what will happen when you die. Through Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven and our relationship with God is restored. You can have assurance of salvation in Jesus. And we know that the Son of God has come, and has given us understanding so that we may know Him who is
true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life. (1 John 5:20) If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. (Romans 10:10) Becoming a true Christian provides us with escape from hell and the firm assurance that we will
go to heaven when we die. Buttheres so much more to experience as a true Christian! As Christians, we experience indescribable joy walking in relationship with God. As children of God, we can cry out to Him, Abba! (Daddy!) Father. (Romans 8:14-16) Nothing can separate us from the love of God! (Romans 8:37-39) Why wait? Take that step right
now! Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved! Share copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution
You must give appropriate credit , provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the
original. No additional restrictions You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits. You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation . No warranties are given.
The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. Non-Muslims generally see Islam as a political-religious movement, built entirely on a holy book the Qurn a book of paramount and fundamental importance for
believers. It is the source of everything: the source of belief, of worship and human dealings, the basis of all rituals, the source of Shara law and the supreme authority to be referred to in cases of disagreement. The Muslim also sees history, the future and the fate of the world through the Qurn. Based on it, the rules of behaviour and thought were
crystallized, as well as the principles and rules of grammar and rhetoric. BY JADOU JIBRIL IN THE QURN, the Hebrew Bible is referred to in two different ways: the Book and the Torah. The Torah defines not only the Pentateuch the five books of Moses but also the rest of the Hebrew Bible[1] along with post-biblical sources such as the Talmud [2]
and the Midrash.[3] If the reflection of the Hebrew Bible in the Qurn is entirely fragmentary, it nevertheless includes many indications of it and features a number of biblical stories and characters. The Hebrew Bible is also important to Islam because Qurnic scholars interpret many of its passages to be prophecies about the coming of Muammad and
the triumph of Islam. In addition, many Muslim commentators question the integrity of the texts of the Hebrew Bible in their Christian and Jewish versions, and that these could have been falsified on the grounds, in their view, that revelation should contain only Gods words. The Tanakh is of particular importance to Islam because its contribution,
indirectly above all, is crucial. Islam considers it to be one of the sacred texts revealed by God before the Qurn, as well as evidence of the Qurns proof. In the Qurn, many post-Biblical elementsoverlap with biblical accounts as if they were part of the Hebrew Bible The Qurn rarely quotes verses verbatim from the Hebrew Bible but gives emended or
commented versions, given that the Qurn is concerned with the content of what it adopted from it rather than its literal wording. It is as if the recipient is supposed to know the story of the holy book as conveyed by popular oral tradition. In the Qurn, many post-Biblical elements including many of the midrashm (plural of midrash) overlap with biblical
accounts as if they were part of the Hebrew Bible, while many of the midrashms elements actually do not. The gaps are then filled via exegetical literature and hadith collections. This is particularly the case with the Qia al-Anbiy (Tales of the Prophets) by Ibn Kathr[4] which provide a richer picture to the Hebrew Bible. According to the Qurn and the
Islamic narrative, Adam was a Muslim that is, one who submitted to God, as was Abraham and all of the prophets. A famous hadith asserts that every newborn child is by nature inclined towards this submission to God, that is it is born a Muslim, and that it is only the actions of his parents who make him a Jew, a Christian, a Mazdakian, a Zoroastrian,
or otherwise.[5]There are many memories of Old Testament figures, such as Adam, Noah, Lot, Jacob And stories such as those of Abels burial by his brother Cain, the story of Abraham, a warrior of icons and idols, who survived the flames of fire, stories of Josephs rejection of the wishes of his masters wife Potiphar, or the account of the life of Moses,
one of the central figures in the Qurn. The Qurn also contains biblical concepts such as the Garden of Eden or the Resurrection among other things. The ethics of the Qurn, for their part, adopt the statements of the Ten Commandments with some further expansion made to some of them. In addition to the terms Book and Torah, the Qurnic text
employs the term zabr Psalms[6] a Qurnic designation for the mazmr (Hebrew mizmrm) which refers to a scripture that was independently revealed to David. The Qurn also vaguely mentions the books (uuf or kutub) of Abraham and Moses, or simply the first asfr (Hebrew sfrm) without knowing which writings these referred to exactly. The Qurnic
writings also speak of the People of the Book, designating Jews and Christians.Muammad and Christ in the Hebrew Bible announcing the coming of Muammad According to the Islamic narrative, several verses of the Hebrew Bible predicted the coming of the Prophet Muammad and the triumph of Islam. But they are the same passages in the Bible
where Jewish or Christian commentators see in them an evocation of the coming of the Messiah, as in a verse from Isaiah IX that mentions a child born () with the sign of his government on his shoulder.[7] Muslim scholars consider in this the seal of prophecy which, according to Islamic belief, appears specifically on Muammads shoulder.[8] The
Islamic narrative has interpreted what is mentioned in Isaiah IX as a prior announcement of the coming of the Prophet Muammad bearing the seal of prophecy on his shoulder. How, then, did the Christians interpret this passage? The interpretations almost unanimously agree on the following: Isaiah was speaking of the birth of Jesus, and the Hebrew
phrase forto us achildisborn signifies a child to be born among us and for us. The phrase thegovernmentshall beuponhisshoulder signifies Christ with his cross that he carried on his shoulder reigns over the hearts of all those who believe in him. Many Islamic narratives give Muammad a certain messianic dimension In Islam, the term al-mas (the
Messiah) is attributed specifically to Jesus of Nazareth, or in the form al-mas al-dajjl (the deceitful Messiah, or anti-Christ) in Islam to a demonic figure who foreshadows the end of times Islam. There is mention of the idea of a saviour, which previously had existed among Arab Christians, as it did in Aramaic or Syriac. For al-abar, the Messiah is Jesus
who is cleansed of mans defects and debilities. Ab Abd Allh al-Qurub lists quotes 23 views regarding the origin of the word al-mas in his work al-Tadhkira f Awl al-Mawt wa-Umr al-khira (A Reminder of the Conditions of the Dead and the Matters of the Hereafter) while others mount up fifty opinions. Even so, many Islamic narratives give Muammad a
certain messianic dimension. Thus the Gospel of Barnabas[9] a manuscript written by a sixteenth-century Spanish Muslim in Italian retained the title of al-mas exclusively for Muammad and the Moriscos made Muammad the universal Messiah even though Jesus was the Messiah only to the Israelites. Similarly, the Ahmadiyya community considers
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad to be the Messiah and the Mahd, although this in the Muslim world is but a marginal usage. The Arabic translation of the Hebrew Bible While some sources in the Islamic narrative acknowledge that there are literary arguments for the existence of Arabic translations of the Hebrew Bible that date back to the ninth century AD,
the evidence is very uncertain. Ab Muammad Abd Allh ibn Muslim ibn Qutayba al-Dnr[10] quoted passages from Genesis and reproduced them in Arabic. According to Ibn al-Nadm[11] the historian Amad ibn Abd Allh ibn Salm had translated the entire Hebrew Bible into Arabic, but his work was lost and nothing remains of it. Ibn azm al-Andaluss work
Al-Fal f al-Milal wal-Ahw wal-Nial (On Peoples, Passions and Sects)[12]contains numerous excerpts from the Hebrew text. The Qurn according to critical research 11 Some unfinished publications relative to the Hebrew Bible are attributed to the Nestorian theologian unayn ibn Isq[13] in the ninth century AD and to Yaphet ibn Al in the tenth century
(d. 101 AD). But the most complete translation into Arabic, accompanied by commentaries, was produced by the tenth-century Jewish scholar, Saadia Gaon.[14] It is not known whether Muslims were aware of these translations and whether they saw them.The integrity and distortion of texts The Qurn is to be considered as a written version of
revelation (the word of God and according to some Muslim scholars the verbatim word) that declares that God is unique; has no companion or partner or rival. Thus, in this strict monotheistic perspective, Muslims understand the Qurn to be the last revelation the final revelation come to correct the Jewish and Christian distortions of the first original
revelation concerning Adam. Although it borrows many passages from the Hebrew texts, Islam has since its inception contested the integrity of the Hebrew Bible. The Qurn strongly censures the Jews, arguing that they have altered their book[15] that is, they replaced some passages[16] announcing the coming of the Prophet of Islam. The Qurn is
referred to as Makkan (revealed at Makka) and Madinan (revealed at Madina). There are two phases, one with many Biblical expressions and formulas and corresponding to the Makkan period (612 AD-622 AD), the other corresponding to the Madinan period (622 AD-632 AD), during which the rupture occurred between on the one hand the Muslims
and on the other hand both Christians and Jews. Verses which raise the issue of corruption, alteration, and distortion directly or explicitly never actually indicate that the text of the Torah (or Bible) has been forged, instead concur more with the authenticity of the Torah and the Gospel. Qurnic tafsrs confirm this, yet ambiguity on this issue still
remains for as long as it is not specified exactly where corruption, distortion and alteration has occurred. Christoph Luxenberg,[17] for his part, asserts that the Qurn (the canonical version) selects from Judeo-Christian texts, while rejecting some manuscripts and scrolls as having been forged by scribes. It also sought to decide between different
readings of the texts in Aramaic and Hebrew, something which led to a distortion of the meaning of the verses as they were read. The argument on the falsification of the Bible predates the Qurnic text, and it is possible that Muammad borrowed it from Christians who had previously used it against the Jews In fact, when the Massoretes[18] wrote
down the text of the Hebrew Bible, they standardised the words and phrasing of the text and imposed a standard recitation that is at odds with the recitation the Qurn derived from the Hebrew Bible. However, for the Qurn, it was the Jews who changed the meaning of the revealed words, having forgotten part of what was revealed to them and which
the Qurn in part mentions, while the Christians also forgot part of what was revealed to them. Verse 15 of Srat Al-Mida runs: O People of the Scripture! Now hath Our messenger come unto you, expounding unto you much of that which ye used to hide in the Scripture, and forgiving much. Now hath come unto you light from Allah and plain Scripture.
Christoph Luxenberg concludes that the argument on the falsification of the Bible predates the Qurnic text, and it is possible that Muammad borrowed it from Christians who had previously used it against the Jews as evidenced by the quarrel between the Jacobites and the Nestorians on the subject.[19] The traditional Islamic narrative attributes
these modifications mainly to Uzayr, a mysterious figure in the Qurn whom many Muslim authors recognize as the scribe Ezra mentioned in the Bible[20] held to have erased all evidences regarding Muammads coming and prophecy, or any descriptions of his or his attributes, or any mention of the triumph of the new religion that humanity will call
for. In Islam, Abraham becomes the original figure for the pure monotheistic believer, before the deviations perpetrated by the Jews and Christians whose sacred books do not reflect, according to the Qurn, the purity of the Qurnic message. Therefore, for Muslims, the Bible cannot be considered an authentic book. [1] The Hebrew Bible refers to the
collection of books written in Hebrew and Aramaic which Jews accept as sacred texts. It is also termed the Tanakh. Tanakh is an abbreviation in Hebrew letters (T-N-Kh) referring to (T) for Torah, (N) for Nevm (Prophets) and (Kh) for Khetvm (Scriptures) which together make up the Jewish holy book, and it is the most commonly used term for the
Hebrew Bible in the scholarly community. It is also called Miqr the reading. [2] The Talmud is the central text for rabbinic Judaism and the primary source for Jewish religious law (Halakha) and Jewish theology. Before the modern period, the Talmud formed the central book of cultural life for all Jewish societies and was the foundation of all Jewish
thought and hope, and a guide in the daily life for Jews. The term Talmud refers to a group of writings called the Babylonian Talmud, along with an older collection known as the Jerusalem Talmud. The Talmud consists of: the Mishnah (written around 200 AD) which is a compendium of the oral Torah of rabbinic Judaism, and the Gemara (written
around 500 AD) which is an explanatory commentary of the Mishnah that deals with other topics and provides extensive interpretations of the Hebrew Bible. [3] The Midrash is a collection of ancient commentaries on all parts of the Tanakh organized and categorised differently from one group to another. Each part of a work in the Midrash can be
quite short, some of them at times a matter of a few words or a single sentence . Some of the sections of the Midrash are included in the Talmud. [4] Ibn Kathrs Qia al-Anbiy is an encyclopaedic work categorising materials relative to the prophets, collecting together verses that relate to the story of each prophet in a dedicated chapter. These are
linked together in tafsrs and hadiths and related issues. [5] It is stated in the as of al-Bukhr and Muslim, as related by from Ab Hurayra, that the Prophet Muammad said: There is none born but is created to his true nature (Islam). It is his parents who make him a Jew or a Christian or a Magian quite as beasts produce their young with their limbs
perfect. Do you see anything deficient in them? The nature made by Allah in which He has created men there is no altering of Allahs creation; that is the right religion (quoting Qurn XXX (al-Rm), 30). See 2658b . The hadith, of course, does not say make him a Muslim since the child is born a Muslim. It implies that none other than those already
Muslim actually submit to Allah. [6] The Bible, the Old Testament, the Book of Psalms most of the Psalms were revealed to David, the shepherd, soldier, king and prophet. David organized the service of praise in the Holy of Holies. Only 73 of the body of 150 Psalms are explicitly attributed to David. Many scholars believe that the Book of Psalms was
finalized by the Second Temple rulers, although most reflect the official worship of the pre-exilic era. [7] Isaiah IX, verses 6-7: Forto us achildisborn, tous a sonisgiven; and thegovernmentshall beuponhisshoulder, and hisnameshall becalled Wonderful, Counselor,MightyGod, EverlastingFather,PrinceofPeace. Oftheincreaseof hisgovernmentand ofpeace
there will benoend, onthethroneofDavidandoverhiskingdom, toestablishit and toupholdit withjusticeand withrighteousness fromthistimeforthandforevermore. Thezealof theLordofhostswilldothis. [8] The Seal of Prophethood is one of the signs and indications of Muammads Prophethood. It is a red swelling like a doves egg, a mass of hairs between the
Prophet Muammads shoulders and nearer to his left shoulder. Some even went so far as to say that it was like a stony mark, or like a black or green mole, on which there inscribed Muammad is the Messenger of God or move forth for thou art granted victory or suchlike things. But none of this was confirmed. Editors note: The issue of whether the
term seal of the prophets derives from Mani the prophet of Manicheism, who was also referred to in Muslim sources as the Seal of the prophets, may have more to do with the usage of the seal metaphor by Mani as defining his role as sealing in the sense of authenticating the prophets that preceded him. This is the way it is used in the Xustvnft, a
Uyghur Manichean confession book. (on this see, in the Almuslih Library, Guy Stroumsas The Making of the Abrahamic Religions in Late Antiquity pp. 87-99). It may also be conjectured that the Qurnic phrase khtim al-nabiyyn the seal of the Prophets [Qurn XXXIII (al-Azb) 40] is meant to refer to Muammad in the same way, not as finalising the
sequence of the prophets but as confirming the message of the prophets, in the way that this is expressed in Qurn XXXVII (al-fft), 36-37: And said: Shall we forsake our gods for a mad poet? Nay, but he brought the Truth, and he confirmed those sent (before him). [9] The Gospel of Barnabas is by an anonymous author and describes the life of Jesus of
Nazareth. The two oldest manuscripts, in Italian and Spanish, date from the end of the sixteenth century, but of the Spanish text only an eighteenth-century copy is extant. The Italian manuscript consists of 222 chapters, most of which describe the ministry of Jesus. In many ways, particularly the explicit proclamation of the coming of Muammad, it
corresponds to the prevailing Muslim idea of the New Testament. Scholars generally consider this Gospel to be a devout forgerythat is, a document designed to support a late-appearing and false doctrine. Many Muslims do not consider it any more or less authentic than the other Gospels, while some Muslim organizations cite it to support the Islamic
conception of Jesus. Jacques Jomier proved that it was the work of counterfeiters or of a Moorish monk who had converted to Islam. According to Henri Corbin the author possessed a great knowledge of Jewish, Christian and Muslim theology. The Gospel of Barnabas may suggest the influence of the Ebionites and developed the theme of the pre-
existence of Muammad first popularised among Gnostic philosophical mystics before penetrating into more Orthodox circles. For more information on this see: Genevive Gobillot: vangiles et Pacte prternel in Mohammed Ali Amir-Moezzi (dir.) Dictionnaire du Coran, d. Robert Laffont, 2007, pp. 290-291 and 628. [10] Known as Ibn Qutayba (213 AH /
828 AD 276 AH / 888 AD), one of the leading lights of the third century AH / ninth century AD, an Abbasid scholar, jurist, critic, philologian and author of many works, the most famous of which are Uyn al-Akhbr, the Adab al-Ktib and others. He was considered a proponent of the Ahl al-Sunnah wal-Jama (see Glossary) and used his pen to elevate the
status of the Sunns and refute the arguments of their opponents. [11] Ibn al-Nadm Muammad ibn Isq (d. 994 AD, 995 AD or 998 AD) was a historian, biographer, encyclopedist and collector of indexes born in Baghdad. He is the author of the well-known book the Kitb al-Fihrist which he published in 938 AD. In its introduction he described himself as a
collector of all Arabic and non-Arabic books that had been published. Ibn al-Nadm was the first bibliographer in the Islamic world, in that prior to his time all that existed were books termed abaqt (classes) that categorised poetry and poets. He was the first to use the Persian word fihrist (index) and introduce it to Arabic. The fihrist is a work in which
he collected every book and essay that had been published by his time works on religion, jurisprudence, law and accounts of famous kings, poets, scientists and thinkers. He stated that he had been working on it since 377 AD. By 385 AD he had passed away, leaving many gaps in the work, which were filled by the Moroccan Vizier in (418 AH), but this
addendum is no longer extant. In fact, the Fihrist is considered to be the culmination of Arab culture of his time. Ibn al-Nadm listed 8,360 books by 2,238 authors, including 22 women and 65 translators. Among the areas covered by the Fihrist were the field of linguistics, holy scriptures, the Qurnic sciences and religious beliefs. [12] Tbn azm al-
Andalus al-Qurub (384 AD / 994 AD 456 AH / 1064 AD), is considered one of the greatest scholars of Andalusia and after al-abar one of the greatest and most prolific Islamic scholars. Al-Fal f al-Milal wal-Ahw wal-Nial is a comparative study of religions, sects, and non-Islamic beliefs, and a digest of the opinions of Islamic denominations such as
Mutazila, the Jahmiyya, the Qadariyya, the Sha and others (see Glossary). The work is notable for its complete boldness in criticism, its sagacious insights, its discussion and refutation of various ideas. Ibn azm worked up to 20 years on its composition. [13] unayn ibn Isq was born in al-Hira c. in 808 AH / 1405 AD and died in Baghdad in 873 AH / 1468
AD. He was an Arab doctor, translator and a lecturer at Baghdad, and was a Nestorian Christian. He served under nine caliphs. He is kown in the West under the Latin name Johannitius and with the sobriquet of the Master of Translators. Around 830 AH / 1426 CE, he was overseer of the translators of the House of Wisdom of the Caliph al-Mamn. He
then participated in the polemical scholarly debates organized by the Caliph al-Wthiq (842 AH 847 AH) and was reknowned for his ethics as a doctor. The caliph Jafar al-Mutawakkil asked him, in exchange for a large sum of money, to prepare a poison for him so that he could get rid of one of his enemies. unayns response was that his knowledge and
experience only related to what was beneficial, and that he did had studied nothing else. Two things thus prevented him from preparing the deadly poison: his religion and his profession. Considering this an affront, the caliph imprisoned him and threatened him with execution if he continued to refuse to obey the order. But he maintained his position,
and the caliph released him and rewarded him with a large sum of money for his moral and professional integrity. About a hundred works, half of which have reached us, are attributed to him and are mostly in manuscript form, since very few of them have been printed. Many were written in Syriac, but almost all that remains are those written in
Arabic. What has survived is his response to the Muslim scholar Ibn al-Munajjim who wrote a work entitled Al-Burhn in which he claimed to prove by logic the truth of Muammads prophethood. [14] Sad ibn Ysuf Ab Yagb al-Fayym, known as Saadia Gaon (268 AH / 882 AD 330 AH / 942 AD) was an Egyptian Jewish rabbi and philosopher. He was
influenced by scholastic theology and the Mutazila doctrine. He defended the legitimacy of prophecy and the oneness of God, and refused to believe in magicians and astrologers. He was the first important Jewish figure to write extensively in Arabic. [15] Qurn V (al-Mida), 13: And because of their breaking their covenant, We have cursed them and
made hard their hearts. They change words from their context and forget a part of that whereof they were admonished. Thou wilt not cease to discover treachery from all save a few of them. But bear with them and pardon them. Lo! Allah loveth the kindly. [16] Qurn VII (al-Arf), 162: But those of them who did wrong changed the word which had been
told them for another saying, and We sent down upon them a pestilence from heaven for their wrongdoing. [17] Christoph Luxenberg is the pseudonym of the author of the book A Syro-Aramaic Reading of the Koran: A Contribution to the Decoding of the Language of the Koran. This book asserted that the language of the early writings of the Qurn
was not exclusively Arabic, as the classical commentators postulated, but was rooted in the Syriac language of the Makkan tribe of Quraysh in the seventh century AD, a tribe which was associated in ancient times with the establishment of the religion of Islam. Luxenbergs hypothesis was that the Syriac language that was prevalent throughout the
Middle East during the early period of Islam was the language of culture, and the liturgy of Christianity, and had a profound influence on the biblical formation, meaning of the contents of the Qurn. Editors note: On this, see the Almuslih articles: An Aramaic and Syriac reading of the Qurn and Syriac and Aramaic origins of the Qurn.The book is
available in the Almuslih Library here. [18] The Masoretes are those who preserved the masra, the tradition of the text and were known as the Baly Hammsr The Masters of the Tradition the tradition or handing on of the faithful textual form of the Hebrew Bible, as well as the nuances of how it was to be pronounced, at a time when the languages in
which the Bible was written had long died out. Many schools maintained different versions of it, but in the ninth century AD the system of Aaron ben Asher from Tiberias became the standard. The masra comprises a system of critical notes on the external form of the biblical text, designed to preserve it accurately not only in the way words are spelled
but also how they are enunciated and pronounced in pause. An authorised version of the text, that is, one considered reliable within Judaism, is called a Masoretic text. It was also widely used as a basis for the translation of the Old Testament in the Protestant and later Catholic Bibles. [19] The Jacobites, a term attributed to the Syriac Bishop Yagb al-
Bardi, followed the doctrine that Christ had one nature but two essences, the one divine and the second human but both united. Yagb al-Bardi, who lived in the sixth century, was one of the most active bishops in defending the doctrine of one nature (monophysitism). Their communities were dispersed over Egypt, Nubia and Abyssinia. Nestorianism is
named after Nestorius, Patriarch of Constantinople, who opposed the teaching of the Council of Ephesus (431 AD) concerning the status of the Virgin Mary as theotokos, Mother of God and preferred to call her Mother of Christ. His belief was widely spread in Mosul, Iraq and Persia. The Jacobites believed that Christ was God, and that God and man
were united in one nature, Christ; the Nestorians argued that Christ had two distinct natures: a theological nature and a human nature, although the two communities also differed in other details. [20] Ezra (in the Greek Septuagint the Hebrew Ezr Is rendered as Esdras) is known as Ezra the scribe. According to the Hebrew Bible, he was a
descendant of Seraiah the last high priest who served in the First Temple, and a relative of Joshua, the first High Priest of the Second Temple. He returned from Babylonian exile and reintroduced the Torah to Jerusalem. Some authors see the name Uzayr as a distortion of Azzl which corresponds to the word Satan or the Egyptian god Osiris. The
historian of early Islam Gordon Newby proposed an association the character of Enoch. See Meir Bar-Asher, article Uzayr, in Dictionnaire du Coran, d. Robert Laffont, 2007, pp. 892-894. Main image: Arabic text of Genesis XXVI:15 to XXVII:17 from the Cairo Genizah, copied before 963 AD. Rock crystal seal stone with figures in late Parthian style,
with a Syriac inscription: Mn 1 d- mei (Mani the Apostle of Jesus Christ). Possibly Manis actual private seal. In this article, we will look at two books which are the sacred scriptures for three religions. The Bible is the sacred scriptures for Christians, andthe Old Testament section (Tanakh) is the scripture for the Jewish faith. The Koran (Qurn) is the
scripture for the religion of Islam. What do these books tell us about knowing God, about His love, and about salvation? The Old Testament section ofthe Biblewas written over many centuries, stretching from 1446 BC (probably earlier) to 400 BC. The New Testament books were written from around AD 48 to 100. TheKoran (Qurn)was written
between AD 610-632. The Bible was written by many authors over a timespan of 1500 years or longer. The Bible isGod-breathed,meaning that the Holy Spirit guided and controlled what the authors wrote. It is the ultimate source of our knowledge of God, of the salvation provided through the Lord Jesus Christ, and our indispensable resource for daily
living. Moses wrote the Torah (first five books) during the 40 years following the exodus from Egypt, after ascending the mountain of Sinai, where God spoke directly to him. God spoke face to face with Moses, as with a friend. (Exodus 33:11) The books of the prophets were written by many men inspired by God. Many of the prophecies have already
been fulfilled in Jesus, and the rest will soon come to pass as Jesus return is fast approaching. The writings and poetic books were written by King David, his son King Solomon, and by other authors directed by the Holy Spirit. The New Testament was written by the disciples (apostles) who walked with Jesus, saw His great healings and miracles, and
were witnesses of His death and resurrection. It was also written by Paul and others who came to faith later, but who were taught by the apostles and received direct revelation from God. According to the religion of Islam, the prophet Muhammad was visited by an angel in AD 610. Muhammad said that the angel appeared to him in the cave Hira,
close to Mecca and commanded him: Read! Muhammad responded, But I cannot read! Then the angel embraced him and recited to him the first verses of theSurah Al-Alaq.The Qurn contains 114 chapters calledSurah.Al-Alagmeanscongealed blood,as the angel revealed to Muhammad that God created man from a blood-clot. From this first chapter of
the Qurn, Muslims believe Muhammad continued to receive revelations, which make up the rest of the Quran, until he died in AD 631. The Bible consists of 66 books: 39 in the Old Testament and 27 in the New Testament. It has roughly 800,000 words. The Qurn contains 114 chapters and is about 80,000 words, so the Bible is about ten times longer.
Both the Bible and the Qurn contain stories and references about the same people: Adam, Noah, Abraham, Lot, Isaac, Ishmael, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, David, Goliath, Elisha, Jonah, Mary, John the Baptist, and even Jesus. However, some of the basic details of the stories are different. The Qurn says nothing about Jesus teaching and healing ministry and
denies Jesus divinity. The Qurn also denies Jesus was crucified and resurrected. Both the Bible and the Qurn say that Jesus was born of the virgin Mary (Maryam); after speaking with the angel Gabriel, she conceived through the Holy Spirit. Mary, the mother of Jesus, is the only woman mentioned by name in the Qurn, while the Bible mentions 166
women by name, including several prophetesses: Miriam, Huldah, Deborah, Anna, and the four daughters of Philip. Creation The Biblesays that God created the heavens and earth, night and day, all the stars and all the plants and animals and humans in six days. (Genesis 1) God created the first woman, Eve, out of the rib of the first man, Adam, as a
helper and companion for the man, and ordained marriage from the beginning. (Genesis 2) The Bible says that Jesus was with God in the beginning, that JesuswasGod, and that through Jesus all things were created. (John 1:1-3) The Qurnsays the heavens and the earth were joined together as one unit, before God separated them (21:30); this agrees
with Genesis 1:6-8. The Qurn says God created the night and the day, and the sun and the moon; they all swim along, each in their orbit (21:33). The Qurn says God created the heavens and the earth, and all that is between them, in six days. (7:54) The Qurn says God created man from a clot (a piece of thick coagulated blood). (96:2) The
nameAllahwas used for centuries in Arabia before Muhammed, designating the highest god (among 360) worshiped in thekaaba (the cube an ancient stone structure in the Grand Mosque in Mecca, Saudi Arabia that was believed to be built by Abraham). Allah in the Qurn is quite distinct from God (Yahweh)of the Bible. Allah is distant and remote. One
cannot know Allah in a personal way; Allah is too holy for man to have a personal relationship with him. (3:7; 7:188). Allah is one (not a Trinity). Love is not emphasized with Allah. To claim that Jesus is Gods Son isshirk, the greatest sin in Islam. Yahweh, the God of the Bible, can be known, and desires to be known in a personal way thats why He sent
His Son Jesus to restore the relationship between God and man. Jesus prayed that His disciples may be one as We are onel in them and You in Methat they may be perfectly united. (John 17:22-23) Godislove, and the one who remains in love remains in God, and God remains in him. (1 John 4:16) Paul prayed for the believers, that Christ may dwell in
your hearts through faith. Then you, being rooted and grounded in love, will have power, together with all the saints, to comprehend the length and width and height and depth of the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. (Ephesians 3:17-19) Sin The Biblesays that sin entered
the world when Adam and Eve disobeyed Gods command and ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Sin brought death into the world (Romans 5:12, Genesis 2:16-17, 3:6) The Bible says that everyone has sinned (Romans 3:23), and that the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
(Romans 6:23) The Qurnuses different words for sin, depending on their nature.Dhanbrefers to great sins such as pride that prevents faith, and these sins are worthy of hell fire. (3:15-16)Sayyiaare minor sins that can be forgiven if one avoids seriousdhanbsin. (4:31)Ithmare intentional sins, such as falsely accusing ones wife. (4:20-24)Shirkis
anithmsin that means joining other gods with Allah. (4:116) The Qurn teaches that if one sins, they should ask Allah for forgiveness and turn back to him. (11:3) The Qurn teaches that Allah will overlook the sins of those who have faith in the teachings of Muhammad and do good deeds. (47:2) If they have wronged someone, they must make amends for
Allah to forgive. (2:160) The Bibledemonstrates that]Jesusis precisely who He said He is fully God and fully man. He is the Son of God and the second Person in the Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit). Jesus was crucified and raised from the dead to save all those who put their trust in Him. The word Christ means Messiah (anointed one), sent by God
to save the people. The name Jesus means Savior or Deliverer. The Qurnteaches thatlsa(Jesus),son of Maryam (Mary) was only a messenger, like many other messengers (prophets) before him. Because Jesus ate food like other beings, they say he was mortal, not God, because Allah does not eat food. (66:12) However, the Qurn also says Jesus was the
al-Masih (Messiah) and that God caused Jesus, to follow in Gods footsteps, confirming what was revealed before Jesus in the Torah, and that God gave Jesus the Gospel (Injil), which is a guide and a light for those who ward off evil. (5:46-47) The Qurn teaches that Jesus will return as a sign of the Day of Judgement (43:61). When devout Muslims
mention the name of Jesus, they add peace be upon him. Muslims revereMuhammadas the greatest prophet greater than Jesus and the last prophet (33:40). He is considered the perfect believer and a model of ideal conduct. Muhammad was a mortal, but with extraordinary qualities. Muhammad is honored, but not worshiped. He is not a god, only a
man. Muhammad was sinful, like all men, and had to ask forgiveness for his sins (47:19), although most Muslims say that he had no major sins, just minor infractions. Salvation The Bibleteaches that all people are sinners and worth of death and punishment in hell. Salvation comes only through faith in Jesus death and resurrection for our sins. Believe
in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved Acts 16:31 God loved people so much, that He sent His Son Jesus to die in our placeand take the punishment for our sins: For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16) Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life.
Whoever rejects the Son will not see life. Instead, the wrath of God remains on him. (John 3:36) If you confess with your mouth, Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with your heart you believe and are justified, and with your mouth you confess and are saved. (Romans 10:9-10) The
Qurnteaches that Allah is merciful and accepts the repentance of those who sin in ignorance and repent quickly. If someone continues to sin and then repents just before they die, they will not be forgiven. These people and those who reject faith are destined for a punishment most grievous. (4:17) A person must follow theFive Pillarsto be saved:
Profession of Faith (shahada):There is no god but God, and Muhammad is the Messenger of God.Prayer (salat): five times a day: at dawn, noon, mid-afternoon, sunset, and after dark.Alms (zakat): donating a fixed portion of income to community members in need.Fasting (sawm): during the daylight hours of Ramadan, the ninth month of the Islamic
calendar, all healthy adults abstain from food and drink.Pilgrimage (hajj): if health and finances permit, every Muslim must make at least one visit to the holy city of Mecca, in Saudi Arabia. The Qurn teaches that a person is purified by good deeds (7:69), but even those may not save the person it is up to Allah, who has predestined everyones eternal
future. (57:22) Even Muhammad had no assurance of his salvation. (31:34; 46:9). A Muslim cannot experience the joy or assurance of salvation. (7:188) The afterlife The Bibleteaches that Jesus rendered death powerless and has illuminated the way to life and immortality through the Gospel (good news of salvation). (2 Timothy 1:10) The Bible teaches
that when a believer dies, his soul is absent from his body and at home with God. (2 Corinthians 5:8) The Bible teaches that people in heavenhave glorified, immortal bodies that will no longer experience sadness, sickness, or death (Revelation 21:4, 1 Corinthians 15:53). The Bible teaches that hell is a horrifying place of unquenchable fire(Mark 9:44).
It is a place of judgment (Matthew 23:33) and torment (Luke 16:23) and black darkness (Jude 1:13) where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth (Matthew 8:12, 22:13, 25:30). When God sends a person to hell, they are there forever. (Revelation 20:20) The Bible teaches that anyones name not found written in the book of life will be thrown into
the lake of fire. (Revelation 20:11-15) The Qurnteaches that there is life after death and that there is a Day of Judgement when the dead will raise to life to be judged. The Qurn describes Jahannam (afterlife for evil doers) as the blazing fire and the abyss. (25:12) Hell is horrible and eternal (6:128 and 11:107) except as Allah wills it. Some Muslims
believe this means that not everyone will stay in Hell forever, but it will be more like purgatory for minor sins like gossip. Muslims believe in seven layers of hell, some of which are temporary (for Muslims, Christians, and Jews) and others which are permanent for those without faith, witches, and so forth. The Qurn teaches about Jannah as the final
home and reward of the righteous. (13:24) In Jannah, people live near to Allah in a garden of bliss (3:15, 13:23). Each garden has a mansion (9:72) and the people will wear rich and beautiful clothing (18:31) and have virgin companions (52:20) called houris. The Qurn teaches that one must endure great trials to get into Jannah (heaven). (2:214, 3:142)
The Quran teaches that righteous Christians and Jews can also enter heaven. (2:62) Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, this person is a new creation; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come. (2 Corinthians 5:17) I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the
flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. (Galatians 2:20) Beloved, lets love one another;for love is from God, and everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. (1 John 4:7) God, there is no god but He, the Living, the Eternal. He sent down to you the Book with the Truth, confirming what came
before it; and He sent down the Torah and the Gospel. (3:2-3) The Angels said, O Mary, God gives you good news of a Word from Him. His name is the Messiah, Jesus, son of Mary, well-esteemed in this world and the next, and one of the nearest. (3:45) We believe in God, and in what was revealed to us; and in what was revealed to Abraham, and
Ishmael, and Isaac, and Jacob, and the Patriarchs; and in what was given to Moses, and Jesus, and the prophets from their Lord. (3:84) The Qurn says that God revealed the Torah (first five books of the Bible), the Psalms, and the Gospel just as he revealed the Quran to Muhammad. However, most Muslims think the Bible has been corrupted and
altered over the years (although the Qurn doesnt say this), while the Qurn has been unchanged and perfectly preserved. When Muhammed would receive revelation, he would later recite them to his companions, who wrote them down. The entire Qurn wasnt organized into one written book until after Muhammad died. TheSanaamanuscript was
discovered in 1972 and is radiocarbon dated to within 30 years of the death of Muhammad. It has an upper and lower text, and the upper text is virtually the same as the Quran of today. The lower text has variations that emphasize or clarify certain verses, so it may have been something like a paraphrase or commentary. At any rate, the upper text
demonstrates that the Quran was preserved. But so was the Bible. In 175 BC, King Antiochus Epiphanes of Syria ordered the Jews to destroy their Scriptures and worship the Greek gods. But Judas Maccabaeus preserved the books and led the Jews in a successful revolt against Syria. Even though parts of the Bible were written 2000 years or more
before the Quran, the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls in 1947 confirmed that we still have the same Old Testament as was used in Jesus day. Thousands of New Testament manuscripts dating as far back as AD 300 confirm that the New Testament was also providentially preserved. Why should I become a Christian? Your eternal life depends on your
faith in Jesus. In Islam, you have no guarantee of what will happen when you die. Through Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven and our relationship with God is restored. You can have assurance of salvation in Jesus. And we know that the Son of God has come, and has given us understanding so that we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who
is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life. (1 John 5:20) If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. (Romans 10:10) Becoming a true Christian provides us with escape from hell and the firm assurance that we will go to heaven when we die.
Buttheres so much more to experience as a true Christian! As Christians, we experience indescribable joy walking in relationship with God. As children of God, we can cry out to Him, Abba! (Daddy!) Father. (Romans 8:14-16) Nothing can separate us from the love of God! (Romans 8:37-39) Why wait? Take that step right now! Believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ and you will be saved! The Quran, the Old Testament, and the New Testament are three of the most influential texts in the world, shaping the beliefs and practices of millions of people. While they share some similarities, they also have significant differences that set them apart. In this article, well explore the similarities and differences
between these three texts, examining their views on prophecy, angels, women, ritual practices, and miracles.Photo by Rizki Yulian on Unsplash**Similarities**Despite their differences, the Quran, Old Testament, and New Testament share some commonalities. For example, they all affirm the existence of one God, who is the sole creator and sustainer
of the universe. This is a central theme in the Quran, where God is described as the One God (al-Ilah al-Wahid) and the Lord of the Worlds (Rabb al-Alamin). Similarly, in the Old Testament, God is described as the One God (Deuteronomy 6:4), while in the New Testament, Jesus is referred to as the Son of God (Matthew 3:17).All three texts also feature
prophets and messengers who are sent by God to guide humanity. In the Quran, prophets like Abraham, Moses, and Jesus are mentioned as messengers of God (Quran 3:8182). The Old Testament also features prophets like Moses and Elijah, who are sent by God to guide His people. The New Testament features Jesus as the ultimate prophet and
messenger of God.**Differences**While there are similarities between the Quran, Old Testament, and New Testament, there are also significant differences that set them apart. One of the main differences is their view on prophecy. The Quran views prophecy as a direct communication from God to humanity, while the Old Testament views prophecy
as a more complex process involving human prophets and divine inspiration. The New Testament views prophecy as a process of revelation that is centered on Jesus Christ.Another difference is their view of angels. The Quran views angels as divine beings who serve as messengers of God and guardians of humanity, while the Old Testament views
angels as divine beings who serve as messengers of God and intercessors for humanity. The New Testament views angels as divine beings who serve as messengers of God and guardians of humanity.The treatment of women is also different in each text. The Quran views women as equal to men in terms of spirituality and potential for salvation, but
also emphasizes their role as wives and mothers. The Old Testament views women as subordinate to men, while the New Testament views women as equal to men in terms of spiritual value and potential for salvation.In terms of ritual practices, all three texts emphasize the importance of prayer and worship. However, the Quran emphasizes the
importance of following specific rituals such as prayer (salah), fasting (sawm), and pilgrimage (hajj), while the Old Testament emphasizes the importance of sacrifice and ritual purity. The New Testament emphasizes the importance of spiritual practices such as prayer and fellowship.Finally, all three texts view miracles and signs as evidence of divine
intervention in human affairs. However, they differ in their interpretation of these miracles. The Quran views miracles as evidence of Gods power and wisdom, while the Old Testament views miracles as evidence of Gods sovereignty over creation. The New Testament views miracles as evidence of Jesus divinity and authority.Islam provides a more
comprehensive understanding by offering a multifaceted approach to spirituality, morality, and human existence. The Quran presents a cohesive narrative that addresses fundamental questions, revealing the intricate relationships between humanity, God, and the universe. Rooted in the concept of Tawhid, the Qurans teachings emphasize the
importance of good deeds, charity, and justice, guiding individuals toward spiritual growth and moral development.**Islam Provides a More Comprehensive Understanding**The Qurans comprehensive understanding of human nature and existence is unparalleled in its depth and clarity. Unlike other religious texts, the Quran addresses the
fundamental questions of human existence, such as the purpose of life, the nature of God, and the fate of humanity. The Qurans message is not limited to moral guidance or spiritual advice, but rather provides a complete and holistic understanding of human existence.The Qurans teachings on prophecy, angels, women, ritual practices, and miracles
are all part of a larger tapestry that reveals the intricate relationship between God and humanity. The Qurans message is not fragmented or piecemeal, but rather provides a coherent and cohesive understanding of the world and our place in it.**In the End**In conclusion, the Quran is a beacon of guidance that shines brightly amidst the diversity of
religious beliefs and practices. As we have seen, the Qurans teachings on prophecy, angels, women, ritual practices, and miracles are distinct from those of the Old Testament and New Testament. The Quran is a gift from Allah that guides humanity to the straight path. May Allah guide us to follow the path of righteousness and wisdom as revealed in
His final message to humanity. Ameen.**References*** Quran* Old Testament* New Testament* Smith-Christopher, D.L. (2017). Jesus and Judaism . Fortress Press.* Wansbrough, J.E. (2006). The Quran: An Introduction . Routledge.* Wright, N.T. (2003). The Resurrection of the Son of God . InterVarsity Press.* Wright, N.T. (2010). How God
Became King: The Forgotten Story of the Gospels . InterVarsity Press.Note: This article is intended for educational purposes only. In this article, we will look at two books which are the sacred scriptures for three religions. The Bible is the sacred scriptures for Christians, andthe Old Testament section (Tanakh) is the scripture for the Jewish faith. The
Koran (Qurn) is the scripture for the religion of Islam. What do these books tell us about knowing God, about His love, and about salvation? The Old Testament section ofthe Biblewas written over many centuries, stretching from 1446 BC (probably earlier) to 400 BC. The New Testament books were written from around AD 48 to 100. TheKoran
(Qurn)was written between AD 610-632. The Bible was written by many authors over a timespan of 1500 years or longer. The Bible isGod-breathed,meaning that the Holy Spirit guided and controlled what the authors wrote. It is the ultimate source of our knowledge of God, of the salvation provided through the Lord Jesus Christ, and our
indispensable resource for daily living. Moses wrote the Torah (first five books) during the 40 years following the exodus from Egypt, after ascending the mountain of Sinai, where God spoke directly to him. God spoke face to face with Moses, as with a friend. (Exodus 33:11) The books of the prophets were written by many men inspired by God. Many
of the prophecies have already been fulfilled in Jesus, and the rest will soon come to pass as Jesus return is fast approaching. The writings and poetic books were written by King David, his son King Solomon, and by other authors directed by the Holy Spirit. The New Testament was written by the disciples (apostles) who walked with Jesus, saw His
great healings and miracles, and were witnesses of His death and resurrection. It was also written by Paul and others who came to faith later, but who were taught by the apostles and received direct revelation from God. According to the religion of Islam, the prophet Muhammad was visited by an angel in AD 610. Muhammad said that the angel
appeared to him in the cave Hira, close to Mecca and commanded him: Read! Muhammad responded, But I cannot read! Then the angel embraced him and recited to him the first verses of theSurah Al-Alaq.The Qurn contains 114 chapters calledSurah.Al-Alagmeanscongealed blood,as the angel revealed to Muhammad that God created man from a
blood-clot. From this first chapter of the Qurn, Muslims believe Muhammad continued to receive revelations, which make up the rest of the Quran, until he died in AD 631. The Bible consists of 66 books: 39 in the Old Testament and 27 in the New Testament. It has roughly 800,000 words. The Qurn contains 114 chapters and is about 80,000 words, so
the Bible is about ten times longer. Both the Bible and the Qurn contain stories and references about the same people: Adam, Noah, Abraham, Lot, Isaac, Ishmael, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, David, Goliath, Elisha, Jonah, Mary, John the Baptist, and even Jesus. However, some of the basic details of the stories are different. The Qurn says nothing about
Jesus teaching and healing ministry and denies Jesus divinity. The Qurn also denies Jesus was crucified and resurrected. Both the Bible and the Qurn say that Jesus was born of the virgin Mary (Maryam); after speaking with the angel Gabriel, she conceived through the Holy Spirit. Mary, the mother of Jesus, is the only woman mentioned by name in
the Qurn, while the Bible mentions 166 women by name, including several prophetesses: Miriam, Huldah, Deborah, Anna, and the four daughters of Philip. Creation The Biblesays that God created the heavens and earth, night and day, all the stars and all the plants and animals and humans in six days. (Genesis 1) God created the first woman, Eve,
out of the rib of the first man, Adam, as a helper and companion for the man, and ordained marriage from the beginning. (Genesis 2) The Bible says that Jesus was with God in the beginning, that JesuswasGod, and that through Jesus all things were created. (John 1:1-3) The Qurnsays the heavens and the earth were joined together as one unit, before
God separated them (21:30); this agrees with Genesis 1:6-8. The Qurn says God created the night and the day, and the sun and the moon; they all swim along, each in their orbit (21:33). The Qurn says God created the heavens and the earth, and all that is between them, in six days. (7:54) The Qurn says God created man from a clot (a piece of thick
coagulated blood). (96:2) The nameAllahwas used for centuries in Arabia before Muhammed, designating the highest god (among 360) worshiped in thekaaba (the cube an ancient stone structure in the Grand Mosque in Mecca, Saudi Arabia that was believed to be built by Abraham). Allah in the Qurn is quite distinct from God (Yahweh)of the Bible.
Allah is distant and remote. One cannot know Allah in a personal way; Allah is too holy for man to have a personal relationship with him. (3:7; 7:188). Allah is one (not a Trinity). Love is not emphasized with Allah. To claim that Jesus is Gods Son isshirk, the greatest sin in Islam. Yahweh, the God of the Bible, can be known, and desires to be known in a
personal way thats why He sent His Son Jesus to restore the relationship between God and man. Jesus prayed that His disciples may be one as We are onel in them and You in Methat they may be perfectly united. (John 17:22-23) Godislove, and the one who remains in love remains in God, and God remains in him. (1 John 4:16) Paul prayed for the
believers, that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. Then you, being rooted and grounded in love, will have power, together with all the saints, to comprehend the length and width and height and depth of the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. (Ephesians 3:17-19)
Sin The Biblesays that sin entered the world when Adam and Eve disobeyed Gods command and ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Sin brought death into the world (Romans 5:12, Genesis 2:16-17, 3:6) The Bible says that everyone has sinned (Romans 3:23), and that the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Romans 6:23) The Qurnuses different words for sin, depending on their nature.Dhanbrefers to great sins such as pride that prevents faith, and these sins are worthy of hell fire. (3:15-16)Sayyiaare minor sins that can be forgiven if one avoids seriousdhanbsin. (4:31)Ithmare intentional sins, such as falsely accusing ones
wife. (4:20-24)Shirkis anithmsin that means joining other gods with Allah. (4:116) The Qurn teaches that if one sins, they should ask Allah for forgiveness and turn back to him. (11:3) The Qurn teaches that Allah will overlook the sins of those who have faith in the teachings of Muhammad and do good deeds. (47:2) If they have wronged someone, they
must make amends for Allah to forgive. (2:160) The Bibledemonstrates that]Jesusis precisely who He said He is fully God and fully man. He is the Son of God and the second Person in the Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit). Jesus was crucified and raised from the dead to save all those who put their trust in Him. The word Christ means Messiah
(anointed one), sent by God to save the people. The name Jesus means Savior or Deliverer. The Qurnteaches thatIsa(Jesus),son of Maryam (Mary) was only a messenger, like many other messengers (prophets) before him. Because Jesus ate food like other beings, they say he was mortal, not God, because Allah does not eat food. (66:12) However, the
Qurn also says Jesus was the al-Masih (Messiah) and that God caused Jesus, to follow in Gods footsteps, confirming what was revealed before Jesus in the Torah, and that God gave Jesus the Gospel (Injil), which is a guide and a light for those who ward off evil. (5:46-47) The Qurn teaches that Jesus will return as a sign of the Day of Judgement (43:61).
When devout Muslims mention the name of Jesus, they add peace be upon him. Muslims revereMuhammadas the greatest prophet greater than Jesus and the last prophet (33:40). He is considered the perfect believer and a model of ideal conduct. Muhammad was a mortal, but with extraordinary qualities. Muhammad is honored, but not worshiped.
He is not a god, only a man. Muhammad was sinful, like all men, and had to ask forgiveness for his sins (47:19), although most Muslims say that he had no major sins, just minor infractions. Salvation The Bibleteaches that all people are sinners and worth of death and punishment in hell. Salvation comes only through faith in Jesus death and
resurrection for our sins. Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved Acts 16:31 God loved people so much, that He sent His Son Jesus to die in our placeand take the punishment for our sins: For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16) Whoever
believes in the Son has eternal life. Whoever rejects the Son will not see life. Instead, the wrath of God remains on him. (John 3:36) If you confess with your mouth, Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with your heart you believe and are justified, and with your mouth you confess and are
saved. (Romans 10:9-10) The Qurnteaches that Allah is merciful and accepts the repentance of those who sin in ignorance and repent quickly. If someone continues to sin and then repents just before they die, they will not be forgiven. These people and those who reject faith are destined for a punishment most grievous. (4:17) A person must follow
theFive Pillarsto be saved: Profession of Faith (shahada):There is no god but God, and Muhammad is the Messenger of God.Prayer (salat): five times a day: at dawn, noon, mid-afternoon, sunset, and after dark.Alms (zakat): donating a fixed portion of income to community members in need.Fasting (sawm): during the daylight hours of Ramadan, the
ninth month of the Islamic calendar, all healthy adults abstain from food and drink.Pilgrimage (hajj): if health and finances permit, every Muslim must make at least one visit to the holy city of Mecca, in Saudi Arabia. The Qurn teaches that a person is purified by good deeds (7:69), but even those may not save the person it is up to Allah, who has



predestined everyones eternal future. (57:22) Even Muhammad had no assurance of his salvation. (31:34; 46:9). A Muslim cannot experience the joy or assurance of salvation. (7:188) The afterlife The Bibleteaches that Jesus rendered death powerless and has illuminated the way to life and immortality through the Gospel (good news of salvation). (2
Timothy 1:10) The Bible teaches that when a believer dies, his soul is absent from his body and at home with God. (2 Corinthians 5:8) The Bible teaches that people in heavenhave glorified, immortal bodies that will no longer experience sadness, sickness, or death (Revelation 21:4, 1 Corinthians 15:53). The Bible teaches that hell is a horrifying place
of unquenchable fire(Mark 9:44). It is a place of judgment (Matthew 23:33) and torment (Luke 16:23) and black darkness (Jude 1:13) where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth (Matthew 8:12, 22:13, 25:30). When God sends a person to hell, they are there forever. (Revelation 20:20) The Bible teaches that anyones name not found written in
the book of life will be thrown into the lake of fire. (Revelation 20:11-15) The Qurnteaches that there is life after death and that there is a Day of Judgement when the dead will raise to life to be judged. The Qurn describes Jahannam (afterlife for evil doers) as the blazing fire and the abyss. (25:12) Hell is horrible and eternal (6:128 and 11:107) except
as Allah wills it. Some Muslims believe this means that not everyone will stay in Hell forever, but it will be more like purgatory for minor sins like gossip. Muslims believe in seven layers of hell, some of which are temporary (for Muslims, Christians, and Jews) and others which are permanent for those without faith, witches, and so forth. The Qurn
teaches about Jannah as the final home and reward of the righteous. (13:24) In Jannah, people live near to Allah in a garden of bliss (3:15, 13:23). Each garden has a mansion (9:72) and the people will wear rich and beautiful clothing (18:31) and have virgin companions (52:20) called houris. The Qurn teaches that one must endure great trials to get
into Jannah (heaven). (2:214, 3:142) The Quran teaches that righteous Christians and Jews can also enter heaven. (2:62) Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, this person is a new creation; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come. (2 Corinthians 5:17) I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me;
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. (Galatians 2:20) Beloved, lets love one another;for love is from God, and everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. (1 John 4:7) God, there is no god but He, the Living, the Eternal. He sent down to you the Book with the
Truth, confirming what came before it; and He sent down the Torah and the Gospel. (3:2-3) The Angels said, O Mary, God gives you good news of a Word from Him. His name is the Messiah, Jesus, son of Mary, well-esteemed in this world and the next, and one of the nearest. (3:45) We believe in God, and in what was revealed to us; and in what was
revealed to Abraham, and Ishmael, and Isaac, and Jacob, and the Patriarchs; and in what was given to Moses, and Jesus, and the prophets from their Lord. (3:84) The Qurn says that God revealed the Torah (first five books of the Bible), the Psalms, and the Gospel just as he revealed the Quran to Muhammad. However, most Muslims think the Bible has
been corrupted and altered over the years (although the Qurn doesnt say this), while the Qurn has been unchanged and perfectly preserved. When Muhammed would receive revelation, he would later recite them to his companions, who wrote them down. The entire Qurn wasnt organized into one written book until after Muhammad died.
TheSanaamanuscript was discovered in 1972 and is radiocarbon dated to within 30 years of the death of Muhammad. It has an upper and lower text, and the upper text is virtually the same as the Quran of today. The lower text has variations that emphasize or clarify certain verses, so it may have been something like a paraphrase or commentary. At
any rate, the upper text demonstrates that the Quran was preserved. But so was the Bible. In 175 BC, King Antiochus Epiphanes of Syria ordered the Jews to destroy their Scriptures and worship the Greek gods. But Judas Maccabaeus preserved the books and led the Jews in a successful revolt against Syria. Even though parts of the Bible were
written 2000 years or more before the Quran, the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls in 1947 confirmed that we still have the same Old Testament as was used in Jesus day. Thousands of New Testament manuscripts dating as far back as AD 300 confirm that the New Testament was also providentially preserved. Why should I become a Christian? Your
eternal life depends on your faith in Jesus. In Islam, you have no guarantee of what will happen when you die. Through Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven and our relationship with God is restored. You can have assurance of salvation in Jesus. And we know that the Son of God has come, and has given us understanding so that we may know Him who is
true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life. (1 John 5:20) If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. (Romans 10:10) Becoming a true Christian provides us with escape from hell and the firm assurance that we will
go to heaven when we die. Buttheres so much more to experience as a true Christian! As Christians, we experience indescribable joy walking in relationship with God. As children of God, we can cry out to Him, Abba! (Daddy!) Father. (Romans 8:14-16) Nothing can separate us from the love of God! (Romans 8:37-39) Why wait? Take that step right
now! Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved! In this article, we will look at two books which are the sacred scriptures for three religions. The Bible is the sacred scriptures for Christians, andthe Old Testament section (Tanakh) is the scripture for the Jewish faith. The Koran (Qurn) is the scripture for the religion of Islam. What do these
books tell us about knowing God, about His love, and about salvation? The Old Testament section ofthe Biblewas written over many centuries, stretching from 1446 BC (probably earlier) to 400 BC. The New Testament books were written from around AD 48 to 100. TheKoran (Qurn)was written between AD 610-632. The Bible was written by many
authors over a timespan of 1500 years or longer. The Bible isGod-breathed,meaning that the Holy Spirit guided and controlled what the authors wrote. It is the ultimate source of our knowledge of God, of the salvation provided through the Lord Jesus Christ, and our indispensable resource for daily living. Moses wrote the Torah (first five books)
during the 40 years following the exodus from Egypt, after ascending the mountain of Sinai, where God spoke directly to him. God spoke face to face with Moses, as with a friend. (Exodus 33:11) The books of the prophets were written by many men inspired by God. Many of the prophecies have already been fulfilled in Jesus, and the rest will soon
come to pass as Jesus return is fast approaching. The writings and poetic books were written by King David, his son King Solomon, and by other authors directed by the Holy Spirit. The New Testament was written by the disciples (apostles) who walked with Jesus, saw His great healings and miracles, and were witnesses of His death and resurrection.
It was also written by Paul and others who came to faith later, but who were taught by the apostles and received direct revelation from God. According to the religion of Islam, the prophet Muhammad was visited by an angel in AD 610. Muhammad said that the angel appeared to him in the cave Hira, close to Mecca and commanded him: Read!
Muhammad responded, But I cannot read! Then the angel embraced him and recited to him the first verses of theSurah Al-Alaq.The Qurn contains 114 chapters calledSurah.Al-Alagmeanscongealed blood,as the angel revealed to Muhammad that God created man from a blood-clot. From this first chapter of the Qurn, Muslims believe Muhammad
continued to receive revelations, which make up the rest of the Quran, until he died in AD 631. The Bible consists of 66 books: 39 in the Old Testament and 27 in the New Testament. It has roughly 800,000 words. The Qurn contains 114 chapters and is about 80,000 words, so the Bible is about ten times longer. Both the Bible and the Qurn contain
stories and references about the same people: Adam, Noah, Abraham, Lot, Isaac, Ishmael, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, David, Goliath, Elisha, Jonah, Mary, John the Baptist, and even Jesus. However, some of the basic details of the stories are different. The Qurn says nothing about Jesus teaching and healing ministry and denies Jesus divinity. The Qurn also
denies Jesus was crucified and resurrected. Both the Bible and the Qurn say that Jesus was born of the virgin Mary (Maryam); after speaking with the angel Gabriel, she conceived through the Holy Spirit. Mary, the mother of Jesus, is the only woman mentioned by name in the Qurn, while the Bible mentions 166 women by name, including several
prophetesses: Miriam, Huldah, Deborah, Anna, and the four daughters of Philip. Creation The Biblesays that God created the heavens and earth, night and day, all the stars and all the plants and animals and humans in six days. (Genesis 1) God created the first woman, Eve, out of the rib of the first man, Adam, as a helper and companion for the man,
and ordained marriage from the beginning. (Genesis 2) The Bible says that Jesus was with God in the beginning, that JesuswasGod, and that through Jesus all things were created. (John 1:1-3) The Qurnsays the heavens and the earth were joined together as one unit, before God separated them (21:30); this agrees with Genesis 1:6-8. The Qurn says
God created the night and the day, and the sun and the moon; they all swim along, each in their orbit (21:33). The Qurn says God created the heavens and the earth, and all that is between them, in six days. (7:54) The Qurn says God created man from a clot (a piece of thick coagulated blood). (96:2) The nameAllahwas used for centuries in Arabia
before Muhammed, designating the highest god (among 360) worshiped in thekaaba (the cube an ancient stone structure in the Grand Mosque in Mecca, Saudi Arabia that was believed to be built by Abraham). Allah in the Qurn is quite distinct from God (Yahweh)of the Bible. Allah is distant and remote. One cannot know Allah in a personal way; Allah
is too holy for man to have a personal relationship with him. (3:7; 7:188). Allah is one (not a Trinity). Love is not emphasized with Allah. To claim that Jesus is Gods Son isshirk, the greatest sin in Islam. Yahweh, the God of the Bible, can be known, and desires to be known in a personal way thats why He sent His Son Jesus to restore the relationship
between God and man. Jesus prayed that His disciples may be one as We are onel in them and You in Methat they may be perfectly united. (John 17:22-23) Godislove, and the one who remains in love remains in God, and God remains in him. (1 John 4:16) Paul prayed for the believers, that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. Then you, being
rooted and grounded in love, will have power, together with all the saints, to comprehend the length and width and height and depth of the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. (Ephesians 3:17-19) Sin The Biblesays that sin entered the world when Adam and Eve disobeyed
Gods command and ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Sin brought death into the world (Romans 5:12, Genesis 2:16-17, 3:6) The Bible says that everyone has sinned (Romans 3:23), and that the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Romans 6:23) The Qurnuses different words for
sin, depending on their nature.Dhanbrefers to great sins such as pride that prevents faith, and these sins are worthy of hell fire. (3:15-16)Sayyiaare minor sins that can be forgiven if one avoids seriousdhanbsin. (4:31)Ithmare intentional sins, such as falsely accusing ones wife. (4:20-24)Shirkis anithmsin that means joining other gods with Allah.
(4:116) The Qurn teaches that if one sins, they should ask Allah for forgiveness and turn back to him. (11:3) The Qurn teaches that Allah will overlook the sins of those who have faith in the teachings of Muhammad and do good deeds. (47:2) If they have wronged someone, they must make amends for Allah to forgive. (2:160) The Bibledemonstrates
thatJesusis precisely who He said He is fully God and fully man. He is the Son of God and the second Person in the Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit). Jesus was crucified and raised from the dead to save all those who put their trust in Him. The word Christ means Messiah (anointed one), sent by God to save the people. The name Jesus means
Savior or Deliverer. The Qurnteaches thatlsa(Jesus),son of Maryam (Mary) was only a messenger, like many other messengers (prophets) before him. Because Jesus ate food like other beings, they say he was mortal, not God, because Allah does not eat food. (66:12) However, the Qurn also says Jesus was the al-Masih (Messiah) and that God caused
Jesus, to follow in Gods footsteps, confirming what was revealed before Jesus in the Torah, and that God gave Jesus the Gospel (Injil), which is a guide and a light for those who ward off evil. (5:46-47) The Qurn teaches that Jesus will return as a sign of the Day of Judgement (43:61). When devout Muslims mention the name of Jesus, they add peace be
upon him. Muslims revereMuhammadas the greatest prophet greater than Jesus and the last prophet (33:40). He is considered the perfect believer and a model of ideal conduct. Muhammad was a mortal, but with extraordinary qualities. Muhammad is honored, but not worshiped. He is not a god, only a man. Muhammad was sinful, like all men, and
had to ask forgiveness for his sins (47:19), although most Muslims say that he had no major sins, just minor infractions. Salvation The Bibleteaches that all people are sinners and worth of death and punishment in hell. Salvation comes only through faith in Jesus death and resurrection for our sins. Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved Acts
16:31 God loved people so much, that He sent His Son Jesus to die in our placeand take the punishment for our sins: For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16) Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life. Whoever rejects the Son will not see life.
Instead, the wrath of God remains on him. (John 3:36) If you confess with your mouth, Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with your heart you believe and are justified, and with your mouth you confess and are saved. (Romans 10:9-10) The Qurnteaches that Allah is merciful and accepts the
repentance of those who sin in ignorance and repent quickly. If someone continues to sin and then repents just before they die, they will not be forgiven. These people and those who reject faith are destined for a punishment most grievous. (4:17) A person must follow theFive Pillarsto be saved: Profession of Faith (shahada):There is no god but God,
and Muhammad is the Messenger of God.Prayer (salat): five times a day: at dawn, noon, mid-afternoon, sunset, and after dark.Alms (zakat): donating a fixed portion of income to community members in need.Fasting (sawm): during the daylight hours of Ramadan, the ninth month of the Islamic calendar, all healthy adults abstain from food and
drink.Pilgrimage (hajj): if health and finances permit, every Muslim must make at least one visit to the holy city of Mecca, in Saudi Arabia. The Qurn teaches that a person is purified by good deeds (7:69), but even those may not save the person it is up to Allah, who has predestined everyones eternal future. (57:22) Even Muhammad had no assurance
of his salvation. (31:34; 46:9). A Muslim cannot experience the joy or assurance of salvation. (7:188) The afterlife The Bibleteaches that Jesus rendered death powerless and has illuminated the way to life and immortality through the Gospel (good news of salvation). (2 Timothy 1:10) The Bible teaches that when a believer dies, his soul is absent from
his body and at home with God. (2 Corinthians 5:8) The Bible teaches that people in heavenhave glorified, immortal bodies that will no longer experience sadness, sickness, or death (Revelation 21:4, 1 Corinthians 15:53). The Bible teaches that hell is a horrifying place of unquenchable fire(Mark 9:44). It is a place of judgment (Matthew 23:33) and
torment (Luke 16:23) and black darkness (Jude 1:13) where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth (Matthew 8:12, 22:13, 25:30). When God sends a person to hell, they are there forever. (Revelation 20:20) The Bible teaches that anyones name not found written in the book of life will be thrown into the lake of fire. (Revelation 20:11-15) The
Qurnteaches that there is life after death and that there is a Day of Judgement when the dead will raise to life to be judged. The Qurn describes Jahannam (afterlife for evil doers) as the blazing fire and the abyss. (25:12) Hell is horrible and eternal (6:128 and 11:107) except as Allah wills it. Some Muslims believe this means that not everyone will stay
in Hell forever, but it will be more like purgatory for minor sins like gossip. Muslims believe in seven layers of hell, some of which are temporary (for Muslims, Christians, and Jews) and others which are permanent for those without faith, witches, and so forth. The Qurn teaches about Jannah as the final home and reward of the righteous. (13:24) In
Jannah, people live near to Allah in a garden of bliss (3:15, 13:23). Each garden has a mansion (9:72) and the people will wear rich and beautiful clothing (18:31) and have virgin companions (52:20) called houris. The Qurn teaches that one must endure great trials to get into Jannah (heaven). (2:214, 3:142) The Quran teaches that righteous Christians
and Jews can also enter heaven. (2:62) Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, this person is a new creation; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come. (2 Corinthians 5:17) I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved
me and gave Himself up for me. (Galatians 2:20) Beloved, lets love one another;for love is from God, and everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. (1 John 4:7) God, there is no god but He, the Living, the Eternal. He sent down to you the Book with the Truth, confirming what came before it; and He sent down the Torah and the Gospel.
(3:2-3) The Angels said, O Mary, God gives you good news of a Word from Him. His name is the Messiah, Jesus, son of Mary, well-esteemed in this world and the next, and one of the nearest. (3:45) We believe in God, and in what was revealed to us; and in what was revealed to Abraham, and Ishmael, and Isaac, and Jacob, and the Patriarchs; and in
what was given to Moses, and Jesus, and the prophets from their Lord. (3:84) The Qurn says that God revealed the Torah (first five books of the Bible), the Psalms, and the Gospel just as he revealed the Quran to Muhammad. However, most Muslims think the Bible has been corrupted and altered over the years (although the Qurn doesnt say this),
while the Qurn has been unchanged and perfectly preserved. When Muhammed would receive revelation, he would later recite them to his companions, who wrote them down. The entire Qurn wasnt organized into one written book until after Muhammad died. TheSanaamanuscript was discovered in 1972 and is radiocarbon dated to within 30 years of
the death of Muhammad. It has an upper and lower text, and the upper text is virtually the same as the Quran of today. The lower text has variations that emphasize or clarify certain verses, so it may have been something like a paraphrase or commentary. At any rate, the upper text demonstrates that the Quran was preserved. But so was the Bible. In
175 BC, King Antiochus Epiphanes of Syria ordered the Jews to destroy their Scriptures and worship the Greek gods. But Judas Maccabaeus preserved the books and led the Jews in a successful revolt against Syria. Even though parts of the Bible were written 2000 years or more before the Quran, the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls in 1947
confirmed that we still have the same Old Testament as was used in Jesus day. Thousands of New Testament manuscripts dating as far back as AD 300 confirm that the New Testament was also providentially preserved. Why should I become a Christian? Your eternal life depends on your faith in Jesus. In Islam, you have no guarantee of what will
happen when you die. Through Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven and our relationship with God is restored. You can have assurance of salvation in Jesus. And we know that the Son of God has come, and has given us understanding so that we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and
eternal life. (1 John 5:20) If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. (Romans 10:10) Becoming a true Christian provides us with escape from hell and the firm assurance that we will go to heaven when we die. Buttheres so much more to experience as a true Christian!
As Christians, we experience indescribable joy walking in relationship with God. As children of God, we can cry out to Him, Abba! (Daddy!) Father. (Romans 8:14-16) Nothing can separate us from the love of God! (Romans 8:37-39) Why wait? Take that step right now! Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved! Hey Andy, is the Quran
taken from the Old Testament, New Testament, and Gnostic texts? Hi, in a simple answer, no it wasnt, but let me explain.Muhammads knowledge of ChristianityFirst off, Muhammads knowledge of Christianity consisted mostly on non-Biblical believers and pseudo-Christian believers, not Biblical texts:Muhammad was born and raised by a poly-theist
culture (many idols and deities)His (1st) wife was anEbionite Christian.The Bible didnt even yet exist in the Arabic language, so whether he was illiterate or not, he wouldnt have been able to read nor know the Bible (Old nor New Testaments) anyway.In his younger days, Muhammad made caravan journeys to Syria, where he had contact with monks
involved inNestorian Christianity.Later in his life, his Christian influences consisted mostly of his wives Christian backgrounds.Muslims also believe (and reject) that the Trinity consists of God, Jesus, and Mary (possibly signs of an outsider looking in at the Catholic faith, but not one who would know about the Bible).Biblical Characters with Mistaken
IdentitiesSecond, you may also notice that the Quran mentions characters from the Bible, but their accounts and stories about them are very different, as well as the meaning of certain Biblical terms. For instance:Miriam, the sister of Moses, appears to be confused with Mary, Jesus mom.The Word of God to the Christian is Jesus Himself, whereas to
the Muslim, its just ordinary speech by which Godcreated]Jesus.The Spirit of God to the Christian is the Holy Spirit, which is the 3rd person of the Trinity. But to the Muslim, it refers to the angel Gabriel breathing into Mary a subtle body which conceived Jesus.Writing of the QuranThird, its important to know that at the time of Muhammads death,
there was no complete manuscript of the Quran. But over the years afterwards, it was written down from memory by some of his companions. In a book Im reading calledMuslims and Christians at the Table, it says that They were written in a rare and early Hijazi Arabic script earlier, but then washed-off later (like a dry-eraser board today), which
could be read with an ultraviolet light. It seemed to indicate anevolvingtext, rather than one thats been unchanged since the time of Muhammad.Such a text would have less authority than has been claimed by Muslims.But then, the Quran itself even affirms that its been changed in Surah 16:101.Also, aside from these particular Quranic scripts, there
are no other primary sources for Islam prior to 750 A.D. all the sources come from a time 150300 years after the events that they describe.Biblical Manuscripts In ComparisonHowever, we have Biblical manuscripts dating from 150 B.C., showing that what we have in the Bible today is the same as what they had in (and before) Jesus days on earth in
the flesh. I mean, if the New Testament is going to fulfill prophecies from the Old Testament, then you would think that theyd have to be in sync and unchanged, right? Especially the Old Testament. But the Quran was written, for the first time, 100150 years after the events happened, and changed over the years?SummarySo no, the Quran was not
taken from the Old Testament, nor the New Testament, but more so little to no real information nor understanding of Judaism and Christianity from pseudo-Christian believers and Muhammads later wives who had nothing more than a Sunday School-level of knowledge of the Christian faith.As for the Gnostic gospels, it is understood that some of the
stories about Jesus are similar to that of the Apocryphal scripture, and maybe some Gnostic gospels, but all these have been rejected by the Canon (unless youre Catholic, for they include the Apocrypha) as Gnostic (which was a pseudo/non-Christian belief in the first couple of centuries A.D., and an enemy of the Gospel message). So even if the Quran
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trends. Generative Al demos. Answers to your usage rights questions. Our original video podcast covers it allnow ondemand.Watch Now Skip to content While nearly every religion has a text which it considers sacred, not every sacred text is equal in nature, composition, transmission, and use. Nabeel Qureshi reveals this in No God but One: Allah or
Jesus?, his investigation of the evidence for Islam and Christianity. In the book's thought-provoking, revealing comparison between the Quran and the Bible, Qureshi exposes seven important differences between these texts. Both scriptures are considered holy to their people, certainly, but their uses are different, their histories are different, and
indeed, their very natures are understood differently (104). 1) The Quran Is the Jewel of Islam In 2011, the burning of a Quran by a Florida pastor incited violence, even though a few years prior the US Government incinerated a cache of Bibles in Afghanistan without incident. Why the different responses? Qureshi says, The answer lies, at least partly,
in the fact that the Quran has a different place in the hearts and minds of Muslims than the Bible does in the hearts and minds of Christians The traditional Muslim reverence for the Quran is almost inestimable. (104, 105) 2) The Quran Is Viewed as the Eternal Word of Allah The reason why a Quran's destruction may incite violence, in part, is that
Muslims understand the Quran's very nature different from how Christians understand the Bible. As Qureshi explains, [The Quran] is the closest thing to God incarnate [within Islam] Its place in Islamic theology is that of Jesus in Christian theology (269). This is a significant difference between the two religions, for Christiansbelieve the Bible was
inspired by God within history; the Bible is not eternal as Jesus is eternal. 3) The Quran Is Understood as Gods Literal Words Since Muslims believe the Quran is an eternal expression of Allah, they do not think that the Quran was written by men in any sense. It is the very speech of Allah, inscribed on a heavenly tablet, from which it was read by
Gabriel and dictated to Muhammad (106). Rather than this word being inspired in the Christian sense, Muslims believe the Quran to be revealed: Allah revealed it piecemeal to Muhammad, dictating it through the angel Gabriel. Muhammad had nothing to do with shaping the text; he only relayed it. (106) 4) The Quran Is One Genre The literary
genres within the Bible and Quran reveal some stark differences. We know the Bible is diverse in its literary genres, in part, because God inspired specific men to write using their own experiences and perspectives under difference circumstances. Not so the Quran: It contains essentially one genre: Allah speaking to Muhammad. Although there are
significant exceptionsthe Quran more or less reads in the same manner throughout its text. (108) 5) The Qurans Compilation Was Fluid Given the nature of Arabic during Muhammads life, the Quran was not written but orally known, and by memory. Muhammad would recite the same verse multiple ways, and so would his followers. He would also
cancel previous texts through so-called abrogation: Muhammad would tell his followers that certain portions of the Quran he had relayed before were no longer to be recited as part of the Quran. (110) Therefore, if Muhammad needed part of the text to go away, he would replace it with another and tell his followers to stop reciting the earlier text and
forget it. The Bible never underwent this sort of abrogation. 6) The Qurans Textual Transmission Is Problematic Did you know that todays Quran, which was not put together by one of the teachers Muhammad named, is but one of multiple Quranic canons, the one that received official approval by the caliphate and became the standard text when the
rest were burned? (285286) Thats right, the first burning of the Quran was actually ordered by Caliph Uthman, who recalled all the variant manuscripts, destroyed them by fire, and issued an official, standardized version according to his reading.Qureshis judgment is important: The Qurans textual transmission is pockmarked by human artifice and
intervention, and none of the other arguments for the Qurans inspiration bear the weight of scrutiny. (286-287) 7) The Quran Is the Why of Islam Perhapsthe most critical difference between the Quran and the Bible, writes Qureshi, is that the Quran is the basis of why Muslims believe in Islam (112). The Quran is Islams why in part because of its
purported literary excellence, numerous prophecies, scientific knowledge, mathematical marvels, and perfect preservation. Unlike the Quran, the primary use of the Bible is to serve as the basis of what Christians believe, not why they believe. (112) Qureshi reminds us that Christians believe what we believe because of Jesus life, death, and
resurrection; thats our why. *** Read more in Qureshis important investigation of the evidence for Islam and Christianity, No God but One: Allah or Jesus? Both religions teach that there is no God but one, but who deserves to be worshiped, Allah or Jesus? Discover Qureshi's conclusion in No God but One. Get your copy today at Amazon, Barnes &
Noble, or Christian Book. *** Learn what Muslim life is like Take a look at this conversation with Nabeel Qureshi: By submitting your email address, you understand that you will receive email communications from HarperCollins Christian Publishing (501 Nelson Place, Nashville, TN 37214 USA) providing information about products and services of
HCCP and its affiliates. You may unsubscribe from these email communications at any time. If you have any questions, please review our Privacy Policy or email us at yourprivacy@harpercollins.com. Share copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt remix, transform, and build upon the
material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution You must give appropriate credit , provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your
use. ShareAlike If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original. No additional restrictions You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits. You do not have to comply with the license for
elements of the material in the public domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation . No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. What are the key
differences between the Bible and Quran?Origins and CompositionThe Bible is a collection of 66 books (in most Christian traditions), divided into the Old and New Testaments. These books were written by numerous authors-prophets, apostles, and others-over many centuries. Archaeological finds such as the Dead Sea Scrolls (discovered at Qumran
in the mid-20th century) confirm the transmission of Old Testament copies from before the first century AD. The New Testament writings were completed by the end of the first century AD, and extant manuscripts such as the John Rylands Papyrus (P52) date to the early second century, testifying to the antiquity of their transmission.By contrast, the
Quran is roughly one book, believed by Islam to have been revealed to the prophet Muhammad over a period of approximately 23 years (c. 610-632 AD). Traditionally, these revelations were memorized and later compiled into a single written text under the Caliph Uthman (mid-7th century AD). The Quran is generally arranged by length of chapters
(longest to shortest), rather than chronologically.Nature of RevelationThe Bibles formation spans centuries of prophetic and apostolic witness, culminating in the New Testaments testimony of Jesus Christ. It portrays a progressive revelation: In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways (Hebrews
1:1). The central theme remains consistent-humanitys fall, Gods plan of redemption, and fulfillment in Jesus.Muslims assert that the Quran is the verbatim word of God in Arabic, delivered to Muhammad by the angel Jibril (Gabriel). In Islam, the Quran is believed to supersede previous revelations, including the Torah and the Gospel, though Islamic
tradition teaches these earlier revelations became corrupted over time.View of God (Theology)The Bible presents God as triune-Father, Son, and Holy Spirit-co-equal and co-eternal persons of one divine Being. Scriptural passages such as Matthew 28:19 speak of baptizing in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. The deity of
Jesus Christ lies at the heart of Christian teaching, with John 1:1 in the Bible stating, In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.The Quran, on the other hand, vigorously denies that God has partners or equals. It expressly rejects the idea of Jesus as divine, labeling such a claim as shirk (the sin of associating
partners with God). Consequently, the two texts fundamentally differ on the nature of God and the identity of Jesus.Central Figure of RedemptionA key difference hinges on the Bibles presentation of salvation. According to passages such as John 14:6, Jesus says, I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.
In Christian doctrine, His crucifixion and resurrection are the ultimate sacrifice that atones for sin. Archaeological, historical, and textual analyses-like those compiled by various New Testament scholars-provide evidence for the crucifixion as a historical event attested by multiple sources.The Quran acknowledges Jesus (Isa) as a prophet and Messiah
but rejects the crucifixion and resurrection. Islamic tradition suggests that another person was made to appear like Jesus and was crucified in His place, thus denying core Christian teachings around atonement. This creates an irreconcilable difference about the mechanism of salvation as described in the two books.Manuscript Transmission and
PreservationTextual critics have found that the Bible is supported by a vast manuscript tradition. For the Old Testament, the Masoretic Text family and the Dead Sea Scrolls offer thousands of years of textual transmission. For the New Testament, there are over 5,800 Greek manuscripts, plus thousands more in Latin, Coptic, and other languages, with
remarkable consistency in key doctrines.The Quran-though it has an established textual tradition-was compiled into a standardized version under Caliph Uthman. Islamic sources report that any additional variants or transcripts were burned to preserve uniformity. While Muslims consider this a testament to its cleanliness of transmission, historians
note that the standardizing process of the Quran involved human decisions about readings and recitations, a process that differs from the centuries-long manuscript history of the Bible.Authority and ConsistencyThe Bible affirms its divine authority through internal testimony (2 Timothy 3:16), fulfilled prophecy, and consistent narrative. For instance,
Old Testament messianic prophecies-such as Isaiah 53 describing a suffering servant-are affirmed as fulfilled in the New Testament accounts of Jesus life, death, and resurrection. This continuity is seen by many believers as a powerful demonstration of the Bibles reliability and its overarching plan of salvation.The Quran, by contrast, sees itself as the
final revelation, correcting and superseding earlier messages. Yet from a biblical perspective, the claims of the Quran diverge significantly from the cohesive message found across the Old and New Testaments, particularly regarding matters of salvation and the identity of Jesus.Historical Verification and Archaeological SupportThe Bibles historical
claims have been repeatedly tested through archaeology. Excavations in Israel, Egypt, and elsewhere have provided support for numerous biblical details-such as the existence of the Hittite civilization (once doubted), the city gates at Hazor, and artifacts at the City of David. The Tel Dan Stele (9th century BC) mentions the House of David,
corroborating the biblical mention of Davids dynasty (2 Samuel 7).While the Quran makes certain historical references (e.g., ancient figures like Moses), there are fewer specific archaeological anchors directly connected to its passages. Most sites mentioned within the Quran relate to earlier biblical characters and events, but the text primarily
revolves around guidance for the community established by Muhammad in Arabia.Christology: Key Doctrinal DivergenceThe question of Jesus nature is paramount. The Bible, in verses like John 10:30, records Jesus saying, I and the Father are one. It also clarifies His resurrection with historical detail (Luke 24:36-43). Early Christian creeds and
letters (like Pauls letters in the New Testament) affirm that Jesus physically rose from the dead.The Quran, in surah accounts (e.g., Surah 4:157), states that Jesus was not crucified nor killed. This deliberate denial of the crucifixion and resurrection forms a foundational theological gulf. For Christian teaching, if Christ has not been raised, our
preaching is worthless and so is your faith (1 Corinthians 15:14), which underscores that Christs resurrection is non-negotiable for believers.Salvation and LawThe Bible teaches that salvation is by grace through faith (Ephesians 2:8-9). It also teaches that good works are a fruit of that faith, not a means to gain it. In Acts 4:12 it says, Salvation exists
in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.The Quran calls for adherence to the Five Pillars of Islam-profession of faith, prayer, almsgiving, fasting, and pilgrimage-to live righteously. It does not teach atonement through a Savior but rather emphasizes individual deeds. This distinction creates
fundamentally different understandings of how humanity is made right before God.Purpose and Culmination of ScriptureThe Bibles overarching storyline depicts creation, fall, redemption, and eventual restoration. Its final book, Revelation, foretells a new heaven and new earth (Revelation 21:1), affirming the culmination of the divine plan to renew
creation and dwell eternally with those redeemed.The Quran also connects belief in God with eschatological themes-a final judgment and the afterlife. However, its ultimate focus centers on submission to Gods will (Islam meaning submission), without the biblical emphasis on the incarnate Redeemer who pays the penalty for sin and rises to conquer
death.Summaryl. The Bible comprises multiple books by many authors over centuries, while the Quran is a single volume said to be revealed to one individual.2. The Bible records progressive revelation leading to Jesus Christ, who is fully God and fully man, while the Quran emphasizes a single-prophet revelation and rejects Jesus divinity.3.
Historically and textually, the Bible exhibits an extensive manuscript tradition verified by archaeology and fulfilled prophecy; the Qurans compilation follows a different process under early Islamic leadership.4. Christian salvation is centered on the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus, whereas the Quran denies these foundational events.5. The Bible
presents God as triune and extols Christs atonement for sin; the Quran proposes a different conception of God and a distinct path of righteousness based on works.These differences are foundational, shaping theology, practice, and worldview for each faith community. They also illustrate why the two texts cannot be harmonized without significant
revision of core doctrine. While both the Bible and the Quran address human morality, Gods nature, and the afterlife, they diverge on the person of Jesus and the method of salvation-central marks that define their unique identities. The origins of the Quran and the Bible have been a source of debate for centuries. If youre looking for a quick answer,
heres the key point: the Old Testament of the Bible was written first, beginning over 3,000 years ago. The Quran was revealed to the Prophet Muhammad starting in 610 AD.In this comprehensive guide, we will analyze the history and origins of both holy texts to definitively answer the question of which came first.We will examine archaeological
evidence, religious scholarship, and historical records to showcase the ancient roots of the Bible as well as highlight when the Quran was first revealed.When Was the Bible Written?Origins Traced to 1300 BCThe origins of the Bible can be traced back to around 1300 BC when the first books of the Old Testament were initially written.According to
biblical scholars, the first five books of the Bible (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy) are together known as the Torah and were likely written between 1500-1200 BC.These foundational texts told the story of Gods creation of the world and the early history of the Israelites.Old Testament Spans 1300 400 BCWhile the Torah forms
the beginning of the Old Testament, the remaining books are thought to have been written over a span of around 900 years, from the 13th to 4th centuries BC.This includes key biblical texts like Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel. The Old Testament canon was likely completed around 400 BC. It narrates Gods
interactions with the Israelites and contains wisdom literature, prophecy, and laws that laid the groundwork for Judaism.New Testament Penned 50 150 ADCompared to the 900-year writing process for the Old Testament, most scholars believe the New Testament was written over a relatively short period of just 50 to 100 years.The first books were
likely the Pauline epistles written around 50 AD, which make up the bulk of the New Testament.The four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) were probably composed between 65-100 AD. Revelation, the final book, is thought to have been written around 95 AD. The New Testament covers the life of Jesus Christ and the establishment of the early
Christian church.When Was the Quran Revealed?Muhammads First Revelation in 610 ADThe Quran was first revealed to the Prophet Muhammad around 610 AD when he was meditating in the Hira Cave near Mecca. According to Islamic belief, the angel Gabriel appeared to Muhammad and commanded him to Recite!.Muhammad received the first
verses of the Quran beginning with Recite in the name of your Lord (Sura Al-Alaqg 96:1). This moment marks the start of Muhammads prophecy and the revelation of the Quran.Written Down After Muhammads Death in 632 ADDuring Muhammads lifetime (570 632 AD), the verses of the Quran were memorized and recited orally within the early
Muslim community.They were also written down on a variety of materials like leather, parchment, bone tablets and stone tablets.However, an official written compilation did not take final form until after Muhammads death in 632 AD under the guidance of Abu Bakr, the first caliph of Islam.Quran Takes Final Form Under UthmanThe third caliph
Uthman ibn Affan (644656 AD) noticed slight differences in the dialects from the varying written compilations of the Quran across the Islamic empire.To establish a standardized copy, he ordered compensation from Hafsa (one of Muhammads wives) for authorized reproductions to be sent to major Islamic cities while non-conforming editions were
burned.This final canonized form created under Uthman is seen as the definitive written Quran we have today.Historical & Archaeological EvidenceDead Sea Scrolls Prove Age of BibleThe discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls in the 1940s provided solid proof that the Old Testament dates back over 2,000 years.These scrolls, found in caves near the Dead
Sea, contained passages from the books of Isaiah, Genesis, and others that were virtually identical to later Hebrew manuscripts, proving the Bibles accuracy in recounting ancient stories.Lack of Early Quranic ManuscriptsUnlike the Bible, there is a notable lack of early Quranic manuscripts. The earliest existing copies of full Quranic texts date from
the 8th to 10th centuries, over 200 years after the life of Muhammad in the 7th century.This makes it more difficult for scholars to confirm how closely these later texts resemble any originals from Muhammads time.Earliest Quran Fragments Versus Biblical FindingsThe oldest Quran fragments discovered so far are dated to around the 8th century
AD. In comparison, New Testament fragments have been found from as early as the 2nd century AD, and Dead Sea Scrolls containing parts of Biblical books date back over 2,000 years.While more Quranic finds may emerge, currently there is a significant time gap between the earliest evidence for each text.ScriptureEarliest manuscript evidenceBible
(Dead Sea Scrolls)c. 250 BC AD 50New Testamentc. AD 125Quranc. AD 650-750What the Religious Scholarship SaysAcademic Consensus: Bible Written FirstMost religious scholars agree that the Old Testament of the Bible predates the Quran by over a thousand years.The Old Testament books are thought to have been written between
approximately 1200 and 165 BC. Meanwhile, the Quran was revealed to the prophet Muhammad between 610 and 632 AD.This means the Bibles origins are rooted deep in ancient history, while the Quran came about much later.For instance, many of the same biblical prophets like Abraham, Moses, Noah and Jesus appear in the Quran. This suggests
Muhammad was familiar with biblical scriptures and narratives.From an academic perspective, it is clear the Bible laid the groundwork for the Quran centuries prior.Quran References and Builds Upon BibleThe Quran explicitly references the Bible numerous times. Many verses in the Quran state that God revealed special books and scriptures to the
prophets before Muhammad.For example, Surah 3:3 states: It is He Who sent down to thee (step by step), in truth, the Book, confirming what went before it; and He sent down the Law (of Moses) and the Gospel (of Jesus).This shows the Quran sees itself as a continuation and confirmation of the holy books that came before it, namely the Torah and
the Gospel. There are over 40 direct references to the Gospel in the Quran alone. The Quran relies heavily on biblical characters and stories to relay its messages.Conclusionln summary, the historical and archaeological records clearly show the Old Testament beginning over 3,000 years ago, with the New Testament following between 50-150 AD.The
Quran was revealed to Muhammad beginning in 610 AD, making it a much later holy text.While the Bible laid the foundations of the Abrahamic faiths, the Quran references and builds upon some of these stories while adding new revelations.Understanding the timeline of these core religious texts provides insight into their connections and why the
chronology remains integral to followers today.
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