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Roman	numeral	analysis	is	a	system	used	to	identify	chords	within	a	key	by	labeling	them	with	numbers	that	correspond	to	their	scale	degree.	This	helps	musicians	understand	how	harmonies	function	across	different	keys,	as	the	labels	are	based	on	scale	degrees	rather	than	specific	pitch	names.	The	quality	of	a	chord	can	be	indicated	in	Roman
numeral	analysis	using	capital	and	lowercase	letters.	To	understand	harmony	in	music,	it	is	essential	to	first	identify	the	key	of	a	piece.	A	Roman	numeral	analysis	should	begin	by	noting	this	key	at	the	start	of	the	work	or	excerpt.	Similar	to	reading	chord	symbols,	identifying	the	key	can	help	in	determining	whether	a	note	symbol	is	major	or	minor,
such	as	B♭	for	B♭	minor.	The	Roman	numeral	system	assigns	numbers	based	on	the	scale	degree	of	each	chord's	root,	so	next,	it	is	necessary	to	determine	the	root	of	the	chord.	This	root	may	not	be	present	in	the	bass,	and	if	the	chord	is	inverted,	the	root	can	be	repositioned	mentally.	Roman	numerals	are	typically	capitalized	for	major	chords	and
lowercase	for	minor	chords.	However,	this	rule	applies	only	when	considering	the	basic	qualities	of	chords	within	a	key.	A	deeper	understanding	of	these	qualities	is	necessary	to	determine	whether	Roman	numerals	should	be	written	in	upper-	or	lower	case.	Furthermore,	certain	special	symbols	can	be	added	to	denote	specific	chord	qualities.	To
summarize,	identifying	the	Roman	numeral	for	a	harmony	involves	several	steps:	first,	identify	the	key	and	note	any	sharp	or	flat	signs;	next,	find	the	root	of	the	chord	and	its	corresponding	scale	degree;	then	write	the	Roman	numeral	using	upper-	or	lower	case	letters	and	special	symbols	as	necessary.	The	following	examples	illustrate	these
concepts:	A	Roman	numeral	analysis	is	presented	in	Example	7,	showcasing	a	piece	by	Louise	Reichardt.	Note	that	the	key	is	labeled	at	the	beginning	of	the	analysis,	while	Roman	numerals	are	written	underneath	the	staff.	In	minor	keys,	the	leading	tone	can	be	raised,	resulting	in	major	and	dominant	V	and	V7	chords.	In	contrast,	an	unraised
subtonic	produces	a	dominant	seventh	chord	built	on	this	note.	The	A	in	the	vocal	part	of	m.	4	serves	as	an	embellishing	tone	but	does	not	affect	the	Roman	numeral.	Even	if	the	fifth	is	missing	from	the	harmony,	it	remains	a	viio7.	The	inversion	of	chords	does	not	change	their	Roman	numerals.	This	concept	is	discussed	further	in	relation	to	figured
bass	symbols	and	other	types	of	embellishments.	These	aspects	may	not	impact	the	Roman	numeral	label	of	a	chord,	but	a	complete	analysis	should	consider	them	as	part	of	the	overall	understanding	of	the	piece.	Roman	numerals	are	often	paired	with	figures	from	the	Inversion	and	Figured	Bass	chapter	to	denote	specific	inversions	and
embellishments.	Assignments	and	additional	resources	can	be	found	in	various	documents	and	websites,	offering	further	information	on	Roman	numeral	identification	and	construction.	Chord	Analysis:	Understanding	Roman	Numerals	and	Chord	Qualities	###ENDARTICLEChord	Progressions:	Unlocking	Emotional	Context	and	Musical	Style	through
Harmonic	Analysis	Looking	forward	to	exploring	setting	creation	options	for	music	composition.	The	piano	samples	used	are	adapted	from	FreePats	Upright	Piano	KW	soundbank,	licensed	under	CC0	1.0.	Build	your	own	setting	by	selecting	alternatives,	such	as	choosing	a	progression	with	the	entry	tool	and	selecting	a	key.	Then	select	Build	your	own
setting	followed	by	Go	to	view	possible	voicings	for	the	first	harmony.	The	currently	active	chord	is	marked	with	a	red	asterix,	along	with	its	Roman	numeral	analysis	in	red.	roman	numerals	are	used	to	label	chords	in	tonal	music,	allowing	for	comparisons	across	pieces	of	music	and	an	understanding	of	how	music	works.LilyPond	software	can	import
MEI	output	to	create	music	notation.To	save	roman	numeral	functionality,	a	LY	file	is	needed,	with	several	lines	requiring	uncommenting	for	the	symbols	to	show.The	available	solutions	may	be	saved	to	a	file.Choosing	content	to	export	settings	corresponds	to	visual	display.Use	this	option	with	Separate	by	initial	voicing	to	export	all	settings	with	the
current	opening.Outputting	measures	you	clicked	on	appears	in	blue	background	but	normally	not	in	the	output.This	option	is	recommended	for	short	progressions,	no	more	than	four	chords	long.In	tonal	music,	roman	numerals	are	used	to	classify	chords	and	find	patterns	across	pieces	of	music.The	quality	of	the	chord	is	indicated	using	upper	and
lowercase	letters.A	uppercase	letter	with	pencil	requires	lines	at	the	top	and	bottom	of	the	numeral	for	better	identification.Roman	numerals	with	cardinal	numbers	are	used,	such	as	“one”	for	the	tonic	triad.Triads	in	major	have	labels	from	I	to	VII,	while	triads	in	minor	use	Roman	numeral	quality	and	diatonic	pitches	for	labeling.Roman	numerals	can
also	indicate	inversion	symbols,	which	show	the	root	position	and	added	symbols.Learning	roman	numerals	is	essential	for	music	analysis	and	theory	coursework.Memorizing	these	symbols	will	help	recognize	intervals	visually	by	numbers	only.The	sooner	you	know	them,	the	better,	as	it	will	make	your	theory	coursework	easier.Meanwhile,	identifying
notes	in	treble	and	bass	clefs,	and	recognizing	key	signatures	are	also	crucial	skills	to	develop.	To	master	music	theory,	it	is	crucial	to	understand	relative	key	signatures,	triads,	seventh	chords,	and	other	advanced	concepts.	Dr.	Driscoll	emphasizes	the	importance	of	recognizing	these	elements	visually,	aurally,	and	through	broken-down	analysis.
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