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There are many frustrating challenges ESL students face in the classroom, especially now that classes are being conducted online more. Its important that teachers understand what the most common types of challenges are so they can help students overcome them and deal with the frustration that sometimes accompanies language learning. Read on
to learn how to help your students cope with common ESL struggles and have a positive learning experience! If youre new to teaching, youll want to get initial training and qualification with a TEFL certificate. You can explore our online TEFL courses to get started! There are many things you can do during each lesson to promote a relaxed and
productive classroom environment. Here are a few ideas to have up your sleeve that you can pull out any time you see students starting to get frustrated. Play music: Use music in the ESL classroom to raise energy levels or calm everyone down if theyre already hyped up. Setting the appropriate energy levels before beginning instruction is very
helpful in setting the right pace and avoiding future frustration.Take brain breaks: Set a timer and take everyones minds to a simpler, happier place for a few minutes. Put on a calm song in English, let younger students color, and have older students copy down a written passage into their notebooks. Research other therapeutic exercises you can
utilize in your classroom to allow students to relax and digest some of the new concepts theyve learned.Play games: Turning topics that you suspect will be frustrating for students into ESL games is a great way to reduce stress and increase enthusiasm in the classroom. Stress affects our ability to learn and form new memories, so adding laughter into
the classroom via gamification can set the tone for a fruitful learning experience.Switch tasks: Sometimes, the best thing to do is leave the topic for another day when your students will be less stressed and more receptive to learning. As a teacher, there are some things you can keep in mind when planning your lessons to ensure that students feel
comfortable in class. When learners are relaxed and having fun, theyll be less likely to get frustrated and more likely to absorb what youre teaching them. The following simple strategies promote a classroom environment where students are comfortable expressing their thoughts and feelings, asking questions, participating in lessons, and making
mistakes. Use ESL icebreakers to get all students speaking from day one.Make your lessons interactive so that no one recedes into their shell while listening to you speak. You can achieve this by reducing teacher talking time (TTT).Break students into groups often so they have an opportunity to get to know one another.Greet students as they enter
the classroom, and speak more in-depth with at least one student each day.Play games, use videos, and choose other fun ESL activities to get students laughing.Ask students what they feel they need to work on and how they would like to work on it.Appeal to a variety of learning styles incorporate both energetic, interactive learning for extroverts and
quiet, focused time for introverts. Connecting with students can make them feel more comfortable in class. Heres how to build rapport with learners when teaching online. Teacher Juicy Mae uses digital software like ManyCam to engage her online students. In the first few months of learning a language, most students progress relatively quickly.
Essential vocabulary and basic tenses can be memorized, practiced, and mastered by any student willing to put in some effort. After this initial phase of rapid learning, however, students must string their bits of knowledge together and take a big step into natural conversation. At this stage, several obstacles arise that together form the dreaded
plateau in learning: lack of clear learning goals (become conversational is not a SMART goal), lack of confidence, and lack of opportunities to engage with the language one-on-one, just to name a few. One solution that applies to the learning plateau, as it does to many other challenges in life, is to break things down and take them one step at a time.
Organize your lesson objectives into specific and realistic goals. Instead of aiming towards an ill-defined idea of fluency, continue structuring your class around small, attainable objectives like: Successfully navigate between using past perfect and past perfect continuous five times in one class.Correctly decipher 80% of the words in a short speaking
segment. If the majority of your students cannot meet such objectives on a daily basis, consider changing your goals until the majority of your class can feel accomplished and confident that they are progressing. Learn more about using objectives in ESL lesson planning. This is an extremely common problem ESL students face. Many students,
especially those who are already shy in their native language, often lack the confidence to practice their speaking skills. Extroverted students may not appear to be self-conscious but will also suffer the debilitating effects of embarrassment and lack of confidence when it comes to learning a new language. Without the necessary confidence to take
chances and make mistakes, students progress can be seriously limited. One very effective way to create a safe classroom atmosphere in which students are willing to be vulnerable is for you to show them how. Role reversal is a great way to get your students more comfortable with making mistakes as they play around with the complexities of
English. Instead of constantly playing the role of instructor and arbiter of proper language usage, switch it up! Ask your students about their native language. Let them teach you how to speak properly. Not only will this imbue your students with confidence and pride in being able to share a piece of their own language and culture, but it is also a great
opportunity for you to show them how to react to mistakes that inevitably arise when speaking a foreign language just brush it off and keep trying. Learning how to effectively correct student errors is another important aspect of building learners confidence in the classroom. Take a Micro-credential course in Error Correction in the EFL Classroom to
master this skill. Teacher Jhonny keeps his online ESL class interesting by incorporating origami. Sitting in front of a computer and trying to remain focused on a lesson can be a very challenging task for young learners as well as adults! Many students need to move around to learn, and others crave direct interaction with their peers. Others struggle
with attention deficiency already, and learning on the computer just aggravates this difficulty. If your lesson comes after hours of other Zoom lessons, dont take it personally when your students feel even more distant than usual. Whether theyre browsing the internet or staring off into space, there are things you can try to bring everyone back
together. Get organized, active, and interactive. These concepts are present in any effective classroom, whether virtual or in-person. If youre teaching online, however, its important to realize how much more essential these three characteristics suddenly become. Every second the class spends waiting for you to find that video you wanted to show
them, you lose a student or two to the World Wide Web. Every second you force young children to squirm through yet another static activity, you lose another enthusiastic learner. You get the idea. Heres what you should keep in mind when teaching English online: Be even more organized than you would be in the physical classroom, and always have
the next activity loaded and ready to go.Be vigilant when students begin to squirm, and stand everyone up for a few minutes of active speaking/singing/dancing exercises.Finally, call on students much more frequently than you would in the physical classroom, and add in plenty of interactive activities to make up for the lost personal interactions! Here
are more tips for keeping online students motivated when teaching ESL. Whether youre teaching young children or business professionals, be sensitive to the fact that your class may be activity number 15 for them that day. Many parents sign students up for an abundance of before- and after-school activities, hoping to keep them busy and help them
find their passion. Other parents work late and send their children to extracurriculars, making them miss out on relaxing family time after school. Adults may be coming to class after a long day of work. If your students are overscheduled, they are likely stressed, tired, and find it difficult to focus. Heres how you can help. Talk to your students about
their lives outside of your class. For students who are stressed or overwhelmed, the opportunity to talk about everything theyve done and everything they still have to do can be therapeutic sort of like making a verbal to-do list and crossing things off. Listen empathetically and react emotionally, without attempting to give advice or criticize their time-
management skills. Not only is this a great English speaking exercise, but it can also clear everyones minds and prepare them to focus on your lesson. For younger learners, instead of sharing about their day, you might put together a puzzle or read a short book out loud. They will appreciate the break from overstimulation and will become much more
receptive learners. An ESL teacher reads to young learners. Ambitious students are every teachers dream. Theyre attentive, enthusiastic, and make you feel like youre making a difference. Overambition, however, can backfire and stunt the students progress as well as negatively affect the classroom. Overambitious students are typically motivated by
parental demands or an unrealistic understanding of what it takes to learn a language. They become agitated when they dont perform to their expectations, and they may frequently steer off-topic in an attempt to jump ahead of the class. Heres how you can handle these situations. Its important that you recognize and appreciate overambitious
students passion to succeed. After doing so, you should introduce more realistic learning expectations and explain how they will contribute to the students broader ambitions in regard to learning English. You can frequently reference these ambitions in your lessons so that your students understand how each topic is tied to their eventual success. To
help overambitious students who become discouraged by the pace of their progress, work with them to set smaller goals, and illustrate how each of these goals is tied to the learning objectives in your lessons. They will begin to trust the process and focus on achievable outcomes rather than jumping ahead and getting discouraged. Take a look at 5
types of challenging online students and how to handle them. Overly chatty students, classmates with mismatched skill levels or misaligned learning styles, learners who dont want to participate the list goes on. When these types of problems go unmanaged in the classroom, they can create a demotivating learning environment for eager students.
Working on your classroom management skills is essential as a teacher, and there are plenty of simple strategies you can use to combat issues related to group learning. Find out more about classroom management when teaching English online. If your classroom environment is not engaging or motivating enough to captivate all students, it may be
time to shift your focus and unite them in English by dividing them in the classroom. Instead of comparing students to one another and setting universal standards of success, break them off into small groups. Group highly-focused learners together, and give them a quiet space and a challenging task. Group the active, talkative group together, and
give them a high-energy task. Group the less advanced students, and set them an achievable learning objective to motivate them to keep trying. Now that youre aware of some common challenges ESL learners face and have ideas for how to help students overcome them, handling students frustration will be much more manageable. Whether youre
teaching online or in the physical classroom, the most important thing you can do is to frequently check in with learners to see the challenges theyre currently facing and be persistent and creative in overcoming them. Good luck! Here are some common classroom management problems ESL teachers tend to have and solutions to how to deal with
them. Whether you are teaching English to kids or adults these solutions should help you solve your classroom problems. I hope you find them helpful. Solutions to your classroom problems teaching English language learners 1. Kids that won't pay attention Isn't it annoying when you have students who just can't seem to listen? They can't seem to
follow directions or pay attention. Solution: Change your teaching method or lesson plan. If they are not paying attention there is usually a reason why and that is because something you're doing stinks. It's not necessarily what, but maybe how you are doing it. Ask them questions about what you have just said, get them involved, have them
participate in an exercise or activity. 2. Kids that are talking when they shouldn't be Isn't it frustrating when you have students who keep talking when you're talking? Or maybe they're just talking about whatever they feel like and it's totally unrelated to your lesson. Solution: Does your lesson plan stink? If so change it if not... Change their seating.
Separate the students who are talking. 3. Classes are out of control Do you feel that your classes are out of your control? And whatever you do it just doesn't seem to work? Solution: You probably need to improve the quality of your lessons. Make them more interesting, fun and educational. You need some rules in place. You also need to have a system
and some repercussions for when rules are broken. 4. Students who won't talk Have you ever had students who just won't talk? And their only answer is silence? Solution: Use pair work. Pair them up with someone else. They will feel less pressure. Start a sentence and have them finish it. Try role playing or a dialogue from a story. Then they will be
pretending to be someone else. "...I wish I would have taken this course BEFORE I started teaching here three years ago. The methods and insights given in ESL Insider's 120 hour TEFL course could have saved me a lot of grief and disappointment. Now I am optimistic about starting a new school year armed with better lessons and a realigned
perspective. Thank you, ESL Insider!" - Dolly M. 5. Students who use inappropriate language Have you ever had students who use disrespectful language in class? They swear at their friends or in the worst case scenario at you. Solution: You need rules in place and you need to issue a repercussion when this happens. 6. Teaching large classes Have
you been thrown into large classes of 20, 30, 40 or more students? Do you find it difficult to control them? Solution: Use groups and pair work. Have one half of the class ask and the other answer. 7. Students who are bored Do you have students who are yawning or who are having a difficult time staying awake? Solution: Usually that means they are
not interested in what you are doing. It also could be how you are doing it. Add more activities and games to your classes. Choose topics that they are interested in. 8. Stress Is teaching English stressing you out? Are you dreading going to work every day? Solution: Try to have more fun. Joke, play and make your classes more active. Take ESLinsider's
TEKA course. This will help as a lot of stress usually comes from a lack of training. If it's job related get a better job. 9. Students who don't want to be there Do you have students that hate English? Does it seem like they are forced to be there? Solution: Use music in your lessons. For example, if you are doing a dictation, taking or quiz or writing you
could play some classical, didgeridoo, gamma wave, or any other kind of relaxing music in the background. Make your classes more fun with games and activities. 10. Students who are speaking their native language Do you have students that just won't stop speaking in their native language? Solution: You need to make it a rule that they cannot speak
their native language unless they ask. You need a system in place and to issue consequences when they break the rule. Were those classroom management tips helpful? Learn more about consequences. This coursewill boost your confidence, make you more clear, improve your teaching skills and probably even make your boss happier. Your problems
may not be limited to merely managing your classroom. Most classroom problems arise from poor lessons. This TEFL for young learners courseaka TEKA will help take your teaching to the next level especially if you are teaching mostly children. Check out ESLinsider's how-to videos to learn games, activities and other tools to make your classes
better. However noble the profession of teaching might be, it does come with its own share of problems. When it comes to TEFL teaching, the problems are there but those are not like that of regular teaching.A TEFL/TESOL teachermight face a good extend of issues irrespective of the fact whether she or he has been in the field for quite a few years
or is a new entrant here. But then again, there is nothing that proper training, plan and skill cannot handle.So, here we are to give you a glimpse of what common problems you might come across during your career as a TEFL teacher. We have handpicked 5 common problems and have the easiest solutions too for you. While you were undergoing
TEFL teacher training course, you were instructed about tackling a class, but when you actually step into one, you find there are far too many students than you can tackle singlehandedly. Sounds like a nightmare?The trick lies in the delivery of the lesson. Make the lessons fun and try to engage the learners in very way possible. This way you provide
them with a variety of learning openings.Now, it is not only a big class size that might come your way. You might find it difficult with too small a class also. And it can be worse if those handful of students have different levels of understanding.What you have to do is understand which students are strong and which are a little low on that. Now engage
them in various activities through careful lesson planning. This way, you strike a balance among them. Whatever amount of effort you put in, your students seem not to have the motivation to indulge in the coursework-a common problem with any TEFL teacher. Believe us when we say, it is not the fault of the course modules or the content.You need
to chalk out more plans which will make the students more involved and engrossed in the activities and the lesson. To make a class exciting go through what you are going to teach and plan beforehand the activities you can come up with while imparting knowledge.With prior set classroom rules, you can induce a sense of participation among the
students. But before that, try to identify the learning needs and the trait of understanding of the learners. That way, you can make necessary changes in the lessons and meet their expectations. This is especially a common problem when you are in charge of a class of young learners. It is not really easy for them to speak fluently in the first language.
Also, you cannot refrain them completely from using their mother tongue.In such cases, try to balance the situation. Set up a three-words-rule. Tell your learners to speak in the first language but allow them to use their native language for maximum three words.Thus, you do not pressurise the child for using first language. At the same time, you
enable her or him to gain confidence in speaking for they know they can substitute words in case they do not know the alternate. Problem solved! In a class, you might find students who are least interested in taking part in anything, and those who are more than ready to do things even before you ask. Both of them might be a problem. How do you
handle this?Find the reasons why the hesitant group of students are that way. They might have been bullied or may not feel comfortable among students speaking a language other than their mother tongue, might be going through culture shock etc. once you do identify the reason behind their lack of self-confidence, you can counsel them or plan
activities encouraging more and more their participation.As for the other group of students, plan exercises or activities which will keep them engrossed for hours. That way, they have to devote more time and patience for their lessons. Gradually, they will be able to put control on their energy level. How you deliver the lesson is not the only important
thing for a class to be successful. Your online teacher training coursewill let you know that how the class receives the same, is equally important. Often students fail to participate in the listening activities.Now, there might be various reasons for this. The audio source might be of poor quality, the seating arrangement in the classroom might be faulty;
even the study material you choose may not be at par with the age group of the class.How to resolve this? Well, we just pointed out some possible reasons. Find out what is happening in your class and implement strategies accordingly. Remember, listening is an integral part of optimal learning.You can only take control of the classroom when you
know the policies and strategies and tricks. Armed with an online TEFL certification, you can get a hold of the situation using some tactful measures. Problems might be many, but none of them comes without a solution- believe that. As an EFL (English as a Foreign Language) teacher, Ive seen many students struggle with various challenges when it
comes to learning English. However, by recognizing these common obstacles and implementing some helpful strategies, EFL learners can overcome them and achieve their language goals. Vocabulary: Learning new vocabulary can be overwhelming, especially for beginners. To overcome this challenge, students should focus on learning the most
common English words first and gradually add new words. They should also use flashcards, mind maps, and other memorization techniques to make learning vocabulary more engaging and effective. Pronunciation: English has many sounds that are not present in other languages, which can make pronunciation difficult for EFL learners. Students can
improve their pronunciation by listening to native speakers, practicing individual sounds, and recording themselves to hear their progress. Grammar: English grammar is complex and can be a major obstacle for EFL learners. To overcome this challenge, students should focus on one grammar point at a time and practice using it in context. They
should also read English texts and listen to English media to develop their understanding of grammar in context. Speaking fluency: Many EFL learners struggle to speak English fluently due to a lack of practice or fear of making mistakes. To overcome this challenge, students should engage in conversations with native speakers or other learners, and
practice speaking as much as possible. They should also not be afraid of making mistakes and should focus on communicating their ideas rather than speaking perfectly. Listening comprehension: Understanding spoken English can be difficult for EFL learners, as native speakers often use colloquial expressions and speak quickly. To overcome this
challenge, students should listen to English media, such as podcasts and videos, and focus on understanding the general meaning of what is being said. They should also practice listening for specific details and taking notes while listening. Writing: Writing in English can be challenging for EFL learners, especially when it comes to grammar and
spelling. To overcome this challenge, students should read and write in English as much as possible, and practice writing different types of texts, such as emails, essays, and reports. They should also use grammar and spell-check tools to correct their mistakes. In conclusion, learning English as a foreign language can be challenging, but with
perseverance and the right strategies, EFL learners can overcome these obstacles and achieve their language goals. By focusing on vocabulary, pronunciation, grammar, speaking fluency, listening comprehension, and writing, students can develop their English skills and gain confidence in using the language. As an EFL teacher, it's important to
recognize these challenges and support students in overcoming them. For the majority of language learners globally, English remains the most popular target language of study. In fact, according to 2019 research from the British Council, there are at least 1.5 billion English-language learners worldwide. Given its cultural significance and key role in
international business communications, English is widely acknowledged as the global lingua franca. Thats the term used for a language that enables the communication between people who do not share a common language.Yet for many learners, their attempts to gain English fluency can be obstructed and undermined by a variety of challenging
factors, which relate directly to their mother tongue and to the peculiarities of the English language. This blog post identifies the 5 most common problems in learning English and suggests how ESL/EFL teachers can help their students address these difficulties. 1. English Speaking and pronunciation can differ a lot from the students native
languageThe English language is full of sounds that are unusual to many non-native speakers it can therefore be difficult to pronounce certain words properly, having not ever had to create that phonetic sound before. After all, in English, there are twelve vowels and eight diphthongs, but in Spanish, for instance, there are only five vowels and five
diphthongs.Pronunciation can therefore be highly problematic for English learners and some sounds or sound clusters can present particular challenges. Recent research on non-native English learners indicated that Spanish students have difficulties with speaking /b/ and /v/, whilst Thai and Southeast Asian natives have problems with /r/ and /1/.In
Teaching Foreign Language Skills, Wilga River suggests a clear route forwards for educators to respond to this challenge. Unless the teacher understands how the student is using his speech organs in producing a native language sound and what he should be doing to reproduce the foreign language sound acceptably, he cannot help the student
beyond a certain stage of earnest but inaccurate imitation. 2. Where to place the stress?Whilst on unusual sounds, the English language varies where the stress should be placed when speaking a particular word, nor are there any marks to indicate where stress should be applied. Most of the time, but not always, the stress in English is on the first
syllable of the word. In other languages, the rules are much clearer the French, Spanish, and Polish stress the 2nd or 3rd syllable, while the Czech, Latvian, Swiss-German, and Finnish always stress the 1st syllable.There are also some English words, whose meaning changes significantly, depending on where the stress is applied. The word produce is
a great example of this: PRO-duce (e.g fruit and vegetables) vs. pro-DUCE (meaning bring out or manufacture).The best way to learn which is the right syllable to stress is unquestionably to spend time with native English speakers and to seek to fully immerse your learners in English content, culture, and language. Practice, practice, practice is the
key! 3. Spelling the words that sound the sameThis point brings us to challenges associated with spelling as the English language is full of different ways to spell words that sound the same. Its clearly important to understand these homophones as the consequences of getting them wrong vary from mildly embarrassing (peace vs. piece) to downright
dangerous (brake vs break).Again, complete language immersion and continuous writing practice are the very best ways for educators to help their students become more familiar with key English vocabulary. Frequent writing tasks quickly enable learners to use the right spelling of the right word by appreciating its role and use in a particular
context or sentence. 4. Taking slang into accountNot all native speakers speak the Queens English and theres a wide variety of local dialects (e.g Cockney and Geordie) and local slang. Moreover, different age groups in the same region will frequently use their own words and language to describe and explain the same things.Its impossible to learn
English slang from a textbook theyre almost out-of-date the moment theyve been printed. So its best to learn through conversation with native English speakers or other English language learners. Slang also evolves with culture so listening to UK music and watching UK films/TV can be a great way of keeping in touch with the latest language trends.
5. Sentences are structured differentlyDepending on their first language, some students may also experience challenges when creating sentences in English. Unlike other languages, English grammar always requires a subject for a complete sentence and that sentence is structured according to the SVO (Subject-Verb-Object) format. If this isnt
applied, the meaning of the sentence is changed or the sentence doesnt make sense. The meaning of John eats an apple is clearly very different from An apple eats John.This format will be immediately familiar to those learners, who are native speakers of a wide variety of Romance languages including Chinese, Spanish, Italian, French and
Portuguese. But the SVO format will be completely alien to speakers of Korean, Punjabi, and Tamil who follow an SOV (Subject-Object-Verb) format or even Arabic, which uses Verb-Subject-Object.It can therefore be hugely difficult for language learners to completely unlearn the structure that theyve grown up with. If a student is accustomed to
constructing sentences in a certain order, remembering to change this order when speaking English can take time and practice.It is important for all English language educators to keep all of the above in mind when working with their students. Not only does a good English teacher need a detailed understanding of the complexities of the English
language, but they should also work hard to familiarize themselves with the language patterns and structures of their students. This will help the teacher to understand why individuals or groups of students do not grasp particular concepts and how to best tailor their teaching to support those learners. If youre a language teacher whos looking for
inspiration to design and explore new language learning paths, then do check out Sanakos Youtube channel and become a part of our global community for language educators. Subscribe now to receive the latest instructional videos for language teachers! Dont say we didnt warn you.Regardless of how cushy teaching English as a foreign language
may be, its still a job and it involves learners, so it was never going to be plain sailing. Even if youre teaching adults, youre still likely to encounter a number of problems in the classroom. Of course there are definitely more than five problems you may experience in the EFL classroom when teaching abroad, but these are by far the most common.My
EFL Learners Always Speak Their L1Especially if you are teaching English in a monolingual classroom, your learners are bound to fall back on their first language to communicate. This is only natural. If you want to say something you would usually find the easiest way to say it, which for our learners would be their first language. Of course,
translation in the EFL classroom is not always a bad thing, but if your learners are speaking more, say, Italian than English in your classroom then its an issue.My EFL Learners Wont BehaveProbably more of an issue with Young Learners or Teens, discipline issues can disrupt your lessons and destroy your calm, learning environment. Make sure
whatever action you decide to take is in line with your schools policy, but before you act, take some time to try figure out what the root cause of the problem is. You may need to take a certain individual aside and have a friendly chat with them to get to the bottom of it.My EFL Learners Dont Do What I AskConsidering that your learners are learning
English, there are going to be many times when they dont do what you ask of them. This may not be out of disobedience but out of a lack of understanding. They are not going to understand everything you say all the time and it is up to you to make sure your instructions are clear, to the point and repeated until your learners have completely
understood.My EFL Learners Are Always LateTardiness can be disruptive to your classroom when you are forced to restart your lesson or recap an explanation to the latecomers. It can be difficult to juggle those learners who are on time and those who arrive ten minutes late but it is also necessary to make sure that your learners are all on the same
page in the lesson you cant ignore the latecomers because they wont be able to participate in the lesson. At the beginning of every term or whenever you have a new class, set the rules for late coming and stick to them. It may seem harsh but its a matter of respect to you and to the other learners that the lesson starts on time. Which also means you
cant be late!My EFL Learners Are BoredYou cant please all your learners all the time, but you can plan EFL lessons to the best of your ability to prevent your learners from becoming bored. You need to take into consideration the different interests and abilities of your learners, which is usually done with a needs analysis.As we said before, these arent
the only problems that youll find in the EFL classroom when teaching English abroad, but at least now if you experience any of these youll know what to do. Dont say we didnt warn you.Regardless of how cushy teaching English as a foreign language may be, its still a job and it involves learners, so it was never going to be plain sailing. Even if youre
teaching adults, youre still likely to encounter a number of problems in the classroom. Of course there are definitely more than five problems you may experience in the EFL classroom when teaching abroad, but these are by far the most common.My EFL Learners Always Speak Their L1Especially if you are teaching English in a monolingual
classroom, your learners are bound to fall back on their first language to communicate. This is only natural. If you want to say something you would usually find the easiest way to say it, which for our learners would be their first language. Of course, translation in the EFL classroom is not always a bad thing, but if your learners are speaking more,
say, Italian than English in your classroom then its an issue.My EFL Learners Wont BehaveProbably more of an issue with Young Learners or Teens, discipline issues can disrupt your lessons and destroy your calm, learning environment. Make sure whatever action you decide to take is in line with your schools policy, but before you act, take some
time to try figure out what the root cause of the problem is. You may need to take a certain individual aside and have a friendly chat with them to get to the bottom of it. My EFL Learners Dont Do What I AskConsidering that your learners are learning English, there are going to be many times when they dont do what you ask of them. This may not be
out of disobedience but out of a lack of understanding. They are not going to understand everything you say all the time and it is up to you to make sure your instructions are clear, to the point and repeated until your learners have completely understood.My EFL Learners Are Always LateTardiness can be disruptive to your classroom when you are
forced to restart your lesson or recap an explanation to the latecomers. It can be difficult to juggle those learners who are on time and those who arrive ten minutes late but it is also necessary to make sure that your learners are all on the same page in the lesson you cant ignore the latecomers because they wont be able to participate in the lesson. At
the beginning of every term or whenever you have a new class, set the rules for late coming and stick to them. It may seem harsh but its a matter of respect to you and to the other learners that the lesson starts on time. Which also means you cant be late!My EFL Learners Are BoredYou cant please all your learners all the time, but you can plan EFL
lessons to the best of your ability to prevent your learners from becoming bored. You need to take into consideration the different interests and abilities of your learners, which is usually done with a needs analysis.As we said before, these arent the only problems that youll find in the EFL classroom when teaching English abroad, but at least now if
you experience any of these youll know what to do. TEFL is a very rewarding profession but that doesnt mean it comes without challenges. Meeting these challenges is how we learn and grow as teachers from developing our classroom management techniques to adapting materials for English language learners. Sometimes its useful to have a bit of
help and advice along the way, so weve picked some common issues, and here are our top tips and approaches for teaching English as a Second Language (ESL). The best way of dealing with this depends on your teaching context. For example, whether you are teaching a multi-lingual class, or if all your students share a common L1. A common tip
with mixed language classes is to arrange students in small groups so that they must speak in English for everyone to understand. This not only encourages the use of the target language but also makes the communication authentic. With single nationality classes, you might want to use a points-based system to reward good usage of English or build
from very controlled-practice activities, with targeted phrases and tightly controlled tasks. Remember that not all L1 usage is negative, and it can have a useful function in classes of every level. Lower level groups in particular will find it hard to have full lessons completely in English at the beginning. However, with proper scaffolding for activities
and the development of classroom social English, you can gradually build up to that. Start with designated periods of time that are English only; you will be giving them the framework they need to stay in English for more extended periods. Even higher-level groups may have a need for L1 prep time, particularly if they are dealing with difficult
concepts that they might not usually discuss in their own language. It can also be a good use of time in the lesson so that you can focus on the main task. Error correction isnt just about telling a student something is wrong, it should be about giving them the tools to correct themselves and to remember the correct form in the future. For written work,
its useful to develop a correction code which allows students to go through and rewrite their own work before you correct it together. In speaking, it is important to use a mixture of correction styles, depending on the activity and the lesson aim, such as immediate and delayed corrections, and these should be chosen to benefit and not obstruct the
lesson. Keeping track of a classs errors can help you identify areas that need a new approach or additional time spent on them. You can even make them the focus of a future lesson activity. Different teaching contexts have different class size expectations, but wherever you are, you can be called upon to teach a class that is larger than normal and out
of your comfort zone. The best techniques for this are simple classroom management tools such as considering your room layout and how you can manage groupings; establishing clear class rules and sticking to them fairly, and calling on students equally to answer questions and participate. Learn everyones names as quickly as possible and make
sure to use them to avoid students thinking they can blend into the background and stop paying attention. Think about the balance between whole class and smaller group work to provide good opportunities for speaking practice and the development of fluency. Organise the space so that it is easy for you to circulate and monitor language use and
provide feedback opportunities from groups so that you can pick up on and correct any errors. Experienced TEFL teachers gather tried and tested lessons that they know work, but these can become stale for both the teacher and the students. The first time we teach a lesson is often the best we are sharper and more focused, and maybe even a little
excited ourselves to see what the response will be. The good news is that it doesnt take much to reinvigorate solid lessons you dont need to change the whole thing; just pick a few different low-resource activities for each age group and level you teach, and then you can mix and match with very little additional preparation. Try ourFifty Bright Ideasfor
a selection of fun, innovative activities for all ages and levels. The other great thing about teaching lessons you know well is that you can really focus on the delivery and use the opportunity to concentrate on a particular aspect of your teaching and really hone your skills in this area. It is important to discuss and agree to rules on mobile devices in the
classroom, that everyone should stick to, including the teacher! Different techniques can include asking everyone to put their phone on airplane mode at the start of the lesson or putting devices face down on the desk. Whatever the rules, they should be enforced consistently. During longer lessons that might include a five-minute comfort break, allow
students to use this time to check their phones. Some groups may benefit from lessons that include more technology, such as short research tasks, watching videos or listening to podcasts. Try to embrace the technology and incorporate it into your resourcing and planning. You may not be able to stop students from being late, but you can take steps
to stop them from disrupting your lessons. The temptation is to speak with each latecomer individually when they arrive, but the ideal is to get them seated and on task as quickly as possible. If you need to speak to them about their lateness, do it quietly at a point where it wont embarrass them or impact other students learning. Try starting your
lesson with a settling activity, starting the main activities later. Plan how you will group any latecomers so you can sit them down quickly, then get the other students to explain what they are doing; break down activities into sections so it is easier for them to catch up. Plan flexibly so you can reorder activities as necessary if lots of people are late. If
there is repeated lateness from a particular student, or if there are multiple latecomers, this is something that you should investigate and address more systematically. Remember there may be legitimate reasons associated with individual circumstances. You could also vary the starting activities so students dont know what they will miss. Finally, try
checking any homework later in the lesson if your frequent latecomers are also frequently without their homework! It can be frustrating when students arent engaging with the homework you set, especially if you feel they are limiting their own progress as a result but is important to consider the reasons it isnt getting done. Do they not find it useful,
or do they simply not have time? If it is a persistent problem, try assigning homework as preparation for the next class rather than as a continuation of the previous one. For example, watching a video, reading an article or listening to a podcast to contribute to a discussion. Give students a task associated with such types of homework so they can
evidence that the work has been done. For example, some simple comprehension questions, summary-giving or note-taking. If students have a lot on, try to give flexible tasks so that those with limited time that week can still do some of the work. Attention sometimes wanders in class, whether from a lack of interest in the topics or materials, incorrect
levels, or a familiarity with the format. Trying new activities and games can help keep lessons lively and students engaged, but it isnt the only answer. Try dividing the main activity into shorter stages and include a task part way through that gets students up and moving around. Ideally, ensure activities appeal to a wide variety of different learning
styles so that even if they dislike one part, they are still engaged with the task as a whole. If you have a lesson that is particularly sedentary, consider a movement break for the whole class, or give specific jobs for students who need to move more frequently. Let students who fidget at their desks play with a small piece of Blue Tac or an elastic band
while they work, rather than letting them find something that is noisier and distracting. Just be careful giving Blue Tac to young students and make sure they know it isnt edible! Whatever challenges you and your students face in the classroom, it is important to keep things positive. Too harsh a focus on any one difficulty can cause significant
disruption to learning, but building a positive environment will allow you to work on resolving things to the benefit of everyone. Problem areas in TEFL and language learning can include: pronunciation difficulties, issues with words that sound alike but have different meanings, lack of motivation, cultural misunderstandings and even simply forgetting
what has already been learned.There are ways to deal with and overcome all of these issues. Read on for an exploration of problem areas in EFL and some potential solutions. False friendsWords in the target language that sound similar to words in the learners native language but actually mean something different are called false friends.These need
to be written down and memorised.Most importantly, they need to be put into context and used repeatedly, until the meaning is made concrete in the learners mind.When a word in the English language sounds like a word in their own native language, the student assumes that the English word has the same, or similar, meaning to their own native
word, but it often does not.This is an understandable error, but one that is difficult to spot if the teacher does not have knowledge of the students native language.MisconceptionsMisunderstandings due to lots of different words being refer to a similar object, or lots of similar words being used to refer to a different object. This could also be an issue
with prefixes and suffixes and confusion using idioms and collocations. ForgettingOne main problem area in TEFL is forgetting new vocabulary. Learners forget new words because they have not had a strong enough impression on the memory.If words are learned in a random manner, with no real connections made between these new words, it is
very easy for a student to forget them.Words need to be put into a context in order for them to become meaningful and therefore memorable. This is also helpful for aiding the student to use the words among appropriate other words, that is, collocations.Memory problems can also be helped by various techniques suggested in our language learning
tips and learning vocabulary section.Image sourcePronunciation problemsPronunciation is a common problem area for EFL students, often caused by the lack of sound similarity between English and the students native language.Problems with pronunciation often stem from the speakers native language not including the same sounds as the English
language. Many problem sounds are caused by the tongue not being in the right position in the speakers mouth.For example, some non-native speakers have difficulty pronouncing the th sound where the tongue is placed behind and slightly between the teeth. They might produce the z sound instead with their tongue touching their side teeth.Some
non-native English speakers might pronounce the word three, for example, as swee or sree or zree with the tongue totally behind the teeth producing an s sound instead of the th sound.When this occurs, it is useful to pronounce the correct sound and the incorrect sound alternately in order to highlight the difference. For example, zz then the. It can
also be useful to record yourself saying the sounds then listening back on headphones to hear the difference.Image sourcePoor study skillsMany students develop poor study skills. These can include lack of attention paid to the lesson, relationships between words overlooked, learning without autonomy, learning for too long without a break, list
learning by rote, non-contextual learning.Explore our site for more tips on better study skills to encourage in students.Lack of self-disciplineA vast amount of new vocabulary needs to be mastered by a student of a new language. This can be a daunting prospect.Much of a students success with their memory comes down to their own discipline and
motivation, that is, how well they learn autonomously. Encouraging good study skills can help a student to become a good independent learner. Lack of motivationIf motivation is extrinsic motivation only (learning because they have been asked to by their boss), with no real intrinsic need or desire to learn language, then it could be difficult to
motivate a student.This problem could be overcome by trying to find areas of interest for the student to focus on, using instances of personal interest. (e.g. music) and using this area as a frame for the language use. See the motivation page for more suggestions on how to motivate students.Lack of motivation could come from finding something
extremely difficult. If a student is de-motivated by their lack of progress in a certain area, a solution would be to focus strongly on that area of difficulty.You could provide extra tuition or work sheets, any extra help that could prove beneficial, perhaps recommend one on one tuition. Once a hurdle is overcome, the students motivation could well
return.Image sourceLack of progressLack of progress is usually due to a lack of practice. The provision of tapes for students to listen to at home would help them keep their focus on the language when away from the class room.Another reason for lack of progress might be low confidence levels or a lack of intrinsic motivation.Try out a good
structured teaching technique, a new vocabulary teaching method or even some fun new phrases, to find the style of lesson that suits the students best. They may come on leaps and bounds with a new motivation and the right teaching approach.De-motivationProblem areas in TEFL are often related to a lack of motivation. Demotivation can occur if
the student feels they are not making progress.Often this is due to poor ability to infer from complex reading, making the learner feel no real progress is being made. This lack of self-confidence affects the students learning, causing de-motivation.Lack of practiceStudents need the opportunity to practice newvocabulary or else they are likely to forget.
Words in the passive vocabulary need to be used regularly in order for them to move naturally into the active vocabulary. Social and cultural misunderstandingsNon-native English students can have very different backgrounds and upbringings from each other. This has the potential to cause friction in their interactions and could affect learning.Cross-
cultural communication can be fraught with difficulties. Teachers need to avoid or minimize the possibility of a conflict or misunderstanding within a group of participants.In order to minimise any possible conflict, when introducing a topic, the teacher needs to say that we all know that different countries and cultures have different attitudes to many
things.It is important to stress to the class that in the lesson, no attitude is right or wrong in relation to cultural values, it is just a matter of what behaviour is normal in that particular country. We all have respect for everyone elses lifestyles and opinions.In practical matters, it might be useful to pair up students from similar cultural backgrounds to
minimise misunderstandings. Be careful with topic selection. Ask yourself, could there be a similar topic that will teach the same areas of language but be less controversial? Dealing with conflictIf conflict arises it is important to point out that subtle English language skills may be too advanced for learners and anything that may come across as rude
or controversial may not be intended that way.The problem is most likely a simple misunderstanding. Learners may not know the exact words they want to use and therefore have to select a less appropriate word instead that might inadvertently cause offence.Physical distance between students should also be considered, for example, when doing role
plays or mime exercises. Some cultures are more comfortable with physical touch between strangers for example, whereas others might be made to feel uncomfortable by such close proximity. Introducing new wordsA potential problem for introducing new words to beginning students is when they do not necessarily have enough English vocabulary
to able to understand definitions of new words.This is especially problematic when the teacher is not familiar with the students native language as is often the case in the ESL classroom.Some methods of approach to use in this situation include gestures, pictures and objects or realia. It might also be useful to encourage the student to use a bilingual
dictionary.Suffixes/prefixes and similar sounding wordsWords with suffixes can sometimes be problematic for students as they can often change the meaning of a word completely. For example, friendly and friendless, happy and unhappy.For purposes of minimising confusion, it is important for students to learn words that sound the same, but which
have different meanings. For example, bored and board, tail or tale.Often single words in English have different meanings. For example, the words drive, pool, stroke, bottom, fence, catch, strike all mean more than one thing.Another problem area when teaching EFL is words that have the same spelling and sound but different meanings. For example
goal could mean a goal scored at a football matchor an ambition an aim.Similarly, the word bottom could mean an informal word for the backside, or it could mean the lowest placed item in a physical or abstract list; also bottoms often refers to the trousers of a tracksuit. Idioms and collocationsIn addition there are lots of common English idioms and
collocations that can be confusing to a student. Phrasal verbs can be particularly difficult to master, these are phrases that use a verb plus a preposition.Phrasal verbs include: putting something off, coming down with a cold, feeling under the weather, striking up a conversation or bumping into someone; in telephone calls, for example, we talk about
being put through or cutting someone off.What do you think about problem areas in TEFL?Can you think of more problem areas inTEFL?Have you encountered any regular problems when teaching English as a foreign language? How did you overcome them?Let us know your thoughts in the comments box below. Dont say we didnt warn
you.Regardless of how cushy teaching English as a foreign language may be, its still a job and it involves learners, so it was never going to be plain sailing. Even if youre teaching adults, youre still likely to encounter a number of problems in the classroom. Of course there are definitely more than five problems you may experience in the EFL
classroom when teaching abroad, but these are by far the most common.My EFL Learners Always Speak Their L1Especially if you are teaching English in a monolingual classroom, your learners are bound to fall back on their first language to communicate. This is only natural. If you want to say something you would usually find the easiest way to say
it, which for our learners would be their first language. Of course, translation in the EFL classroom is not always a bad thing, but if your learners are speaking more, say, Italian than English in your classroom then its an issue.My EFL Learners Wont BehaveProbably more of an issue with Young Learners or Teens, discipline issues can disrupt your
lessons and destroy your calm, learning environment. Make sure whatever action you decide to take is in line with your schools policy, but before you act, take some time to try figure out what the root cause of the problem is. You may need to take a certain individual aside and have a friendly chat with them to get to the bottom of it. My EFL Learners
Dont Do What I AskConsidering that your learners are learning English, there are going to be many times when they dont do what you ask of them. This may not be out of disobedience but out of a lack of understanding. They are not going to understand everything you say all the time and it is up to you to make sure your instructions are clear, to the
point and repeated until your learners have completely understood.My EFL Learners Are Always LateTardiness can be disruptive to your classroom when you are forced to restart your lesson or recap an explanation to the latecomers. It can be difficult to juggle those learners who are on time and those who arrive ten minutes late but it is also
necessary to make sure that your learners are all on the same page in the lesson you cant ignore the latecomers because they wont be able to participate in the lesson. At the beginning of every term or whenever you have a new class, set the rules for late coming and stick to them. It may seem harsh but its a matter of respect to you and to the other
learners that the lesson starts on time. Which also means you cant be late!My EFL Learners Are BoredYou cant please all your learners all the time, but you can plan EFL lessons to the best of your ability to prevent your learners from becoming bored. You need to take into consideration the different interests and abilities of your learners, which is
usually done with a needs analysis.As we said before, these arent the only problems that youll find in the EFL classroom when teaching English abroad, but at least now if you experience any of these youll know what to do. Pursuing a career as a certified TESOL/TEFL teacher can be a highly rewarding and fulfilling path that provides the opportunity
to help students from all over the world achieve their language-learning goals. As an English teacher, you will play a crucial role in guiding your students through the challenges of learning a new language.In this article, well take a closer look at some of the most common challenges that your English as a Second Language (ESL) students face in the
classroom, as well as provide valuable insights and strategies on how to effectively support your students in overcoming them. Whether youre a seasoned certified English teacher or just starting your TEFL/TESOL journey, the tips and techniques discussed in this post can help provide you with a better understanding of how to guide your students
towards successful language learning.Limited VocabularyOne of the biggest challenges faced by ESL students is a limited vocabulary. Without a strong vocabulary, your students may struggle to understand spoken and written English and may also have difficulty expressing themselves in English. As an English teacher, its very important that you
provide regular vocabulary instruction and practice opportunities.For example: This can include introducing new words in context, using visual aids such as pictures or diagrams, and providing opportunities for students to practice using new vocabulary in speaking and writing activities. Additionally, incorporating vocabulary-building activities such
as flashcards, word games, and vocabulary quizzes can be effective in helping students remember and use new words.By incorporating vocabulary-building activities and materials in your lessons, youll be able to provide your students with a learning environment that will allow them to confidently build and practice their vocabulary.Lack of
MotivationIn order to help your students stay motivated throughout the language learning process, its important that you work on finding ways to make the learning relevant, interesting and fun. This can be done by taking the needs and interests of your students into consideration and incorporating lesson materials that align with them.For example:
If you have a class of adult learners who are professionals in a specific field, it may be beneficial to focus on vocabulary related to their industry. Similarly, for younger learners, incorporating materials that overlap with their interests can help make learning new words more engaging and memorable.By tailoring your lesson materials to the needs and
interests of your students, you can help them stay motivated and engaged throughout your lessons.PronunciationESL students often struggle with pronunciation due to the differences between English sounds and the sounds in their native language. This can make it difficult for students to be understood by native English speakers and may impact
their confidence in using the language. To address this challenge, teachers can provide targeted pronunciation instruction and practice activities.For example: You can use listening and repeating exercises to help students become more familiar with English sounds, and use tongue twisters and drills to focus on specific sounds that are particularly
challenging for the student. Modeling correct pronunciation and encouraging students to practice speaking English as much as possible can also be helpful in improving their pronunciation skills.By addressing these pronunciation challenges, you are able to help your students become more confident and effective communicators in English.Cultural
DifferencesCultural differences can often pose a challenge for ESL students in the classroom. Students from different cultures may have different customs, beliefs, and communication styles, which can lead to misunderstandings and miscommunications. Teachers can address this challenge by providing cultural awareness activities that promote
understanding and respect for different cultures.For example: These activities can include discussions about cultural norms and values, and opportunities for students to share their own cultural experiences with their classmates. You can also help tackle this challenge by incorporating multicultural materials and resources into your lessons.By
creating a culturally responsive classroom, you can help your ESL students thrive academically and socially, while also promoting understanding and appreciation for diverse cultures.Limited Listening and Speaking SkillsIn addition to limited vocabulary and pronunciation, ESL students may also struggle with listening and speaking skills. Without
strong listening and speaking skills, your students may have difficulty participating in class discussions, understanding lectures, and expressing themselves in English. To address this challenge, you can provide opportunities for speaking and listening practice during class.For example: This can include small group discussions, partner activities, and
role plays. You can also provide explicit instruction on listening skills, such as note-taking and summarizing.By giving students the chance to engage in meaningful conversations and practice their language skills in a supportive environment, they can build confidence and proficiency in listening and speaking English.Limited Reading and Writing
SkillsYour students may struggle with reading and writing skills, as these skills require not only strong vocabulary and grammar knowledge but also an understanding of English sentence structure and syntax.For example: To help your ESL students improve their literacy skills, teachers can provide explicit instruction on grammar and sentence
structure, such as sentence-combining exercises, graphic organizers, and sentence diagramming. Additionally, you can encourage your students to read and write in English outside of the classroom, such as by reading English-language books or writing emails in English to penpals.By providing ample support and practice opportunities, you can help
your ESL students develop strong reading and writing skills in English.Lack of ConfidenceA lack of confidence can be a major barrier to success for ESL students. They may be self-conscious about their language skills and hesitant to speak up in class. This can lead to a lack of participation and limited opportunities for practice. To address this
challenge, teachers should create a supportive and positive learning environment.For example: You can provide regular encouragement and positive feedback to their students. Additionally, you should provide opportunities for your students to showcase their skills and knowledge in the classroom. This can help boost confidence and encourage further



participation.By fostering a positive and supportive learning environment, you are able to help your students overcome their lack of confidence and achieve success on their language learning journey.Different Learning StylesWhen working as an English teacher, youll quickly note that many of your students may have different learning styles. If this is
not taken into consideration when planning your teaching, it can make it difficult for them to fully engage with the curriculum and feel successful in their language learning. To address this challenge, teachers should provide a variety of teaching strategies and activities to meet the diverse needs of their students.For example: This can be done by
providing different learning materials or activities that cater to different learning styles, such as visual aids, ESL realia, and hands-on activities. You should also be flexible and willing to adapt their teaching style to meet the needs of individual students.By providing a variety of teaching strategies and activities and being flexible in their approach, you
are able to help students with different learning styles succeed in their language learning journey.ConclusionESL students face a number of challenges as they venture down the path of learning the English language. As an English teacher, you play a big part in helping your students face and overcome the challenges discussed in this post.By
pursuing proper teacher training and certification, you will be able to develop a strong understanding of effective ESL instruction and how to support your students on their way towards becoming proficient English speakers.Getting your TESOL/TEFL certificate: If youre interested in launching a career as a certified professional English teacher, youll
need the proper teacher training and certification.Our 120-hour TESOL/TEFL course will help you develop the necessary skills and knowledge needed to provide effective ESL instruction and help your students overcome the challenges they face in the ESL classroom.If you havent enrolled in the course you can do so here: . Dont say we didnt warn
you.Regardless of how cushy teaching English as a foreign language may be, its still a job and it involves learners, so it was never going to be plain sailing. Even if youre teaching adults, youre still likely to encounter a number of problems in the classroom. Of course there are definitely more than five problems you may experience in the EFL
classroom when teaching abroad, but these are by far the most common.My EFL Learners Always Speak Their L1Especially if you are teaching English in a monolingual classroom, your learners are bound to fall back on their first language to communicate. This is only natural. If you want to say something you would usually find the easiest way to say
it, which for our learners would be their first language. Of course, translation in the EFL classroom is not always a bad thing, but if your learners are speaking more, say, Italian than English in your classroom then its an issue.My EFL Learners Wont BehaveProbably more of an issue with Young Learners or Teens, discipline issues can disrupt your
lessons and destroy your calm, learning environment. Make sure whatever action you decide to take is in line with your schools policy, but before you act, take some time to try figure out what the root cause of the problem is. You may need to take a certain individual aside and have a friendly chat with them to get to the bottom of it. My EFL Learners
Dont Do What I AskConsidering that your learners are learning English, there are going to be many times when they dont do what you ask of them. This may not be out of disobedience but out of a lack of understanding. They are not going to understand everything you say all the time and it is up to you to make sure your instructions are clear, to the
point and repeated until your learners have completely understood.My EFL Learners Are Always LateTardiness can be disruptive to your classroom when you are forced to restart your lesson or recap an explanation to the latecomers. It can be difficult to juggle those learners who are on time and those who arrive ten minutes late but it is also
necessary to make sure that your learners are all on the same page in the lesson you cant ignore the latecomers because they wont be able to participate in the lesson. At the beginning of every term or whenever you have a new class, set the rules for late coming and stick to them. It may seem harsh but its a matter of respect to you and to the other
learners that the lesson starts on time. Which also means you cant be late!My EFL Learners Are BoredYou cant please all your learners all the time, but you can plan EFL lessons to the best of your ability to prevent your learners from becoming bored. You need to take into consideration the different interests and abilities of your learners, which is
usually done with a needs analysis.As we said before, these arent the only problems that youll find in the EFL classroom when teaching English abroad, but at least now if you experience any of these youll know what to do. Dont say we didnt warn you.Regardless of how cushy teaching English as a foreign language may be, its still a job and it involves
learners, so it was never going to be plain sailing. Even if youre teaching adults, youre still likely to encounter a number of problems in the classroom. Of course there are definitely more than five problems you may experience in the EFL classroom when teaching abroad, but these are by far the most common.My EFL Learners Always Speak Their
L1Especially if you are teaching English in a monolingual classroom, your learners are bound to fall back on their first language to communicate. This is only natural. If you want to say something you would usually find the easiest way to say it, which for our learners would be their first language. Of course, translation in the EFL classroom is not
always a bad thing, but if your learners are speaking more, say, Italian than English in your classroom then its an issue.My EFL Learners Wont BehaveProbably more of an issue with Young Learners or Teens, discipline issues can disrupt your lessons and destroy your calm, learning environment. Make sure whatever action you decide to take is in line
with your schools policy, but before you act, take some time to try figure out what the root cause of the problem is. You may need to take a certain individual aside and have a friendly chat with them to get to the bottom of it. My EFL Learners Dont Do What I AskConsidering that your learners are learning English, there are going to be many times
when they dont do what you ask of them. This may not be out of disobedience but out of a lack of understanding. They are not going to understand everything you say all the time and it is up to you to make sure your instructions are clear, to the point and repeated until your learners have completely understood.My EFL Learners Are Always
LateTardiness can be disruptive to your classroom when you are forced to restart your lesson or recap an explanation to the latecomers. It can be difficult to juggle those learners who are on time and those who arrive ten minutes late but it is also necessary to make sure that your learners are all on the same page in the lesson you cant ignore the
latecomers because they wont be able to participate in the lesson. At the beginning of every term or whenever you have a new class, set the rules for late coming and stick to them. It may seem harsh but its a matter of respect to you and to the other learners that the lesson starts on time. Which also means you cant be late!My EFL Learners Are
BoredYou cant please all your learners all the time, but you can plan EFL lessons to the best of your ability to prevent your learners from becoming bored. You need to take into consideration the different interests and abilities of your learners, which is usually done with a needs analysis.As we said before, these arent the only problems that youll find
in the EFL classroom when teaching English abroad, but at least now if you experience any of these youll know what to do. Dont say we didnt warn you.Regardless of how cushy teaching English as a foreign language may be, its still a job and it involves learners, so it was never going to be plain sailing. Even if youre teaching adults, youre still likely to
encounter a number of problems in the classroom. Of course there are definitely more than five problems you may experience in the EFL classroom when teaching abroad, but these are by far the most common.My EFL Learners Always Speak Their L1Especially if you are teaching English in a monolingual classroom, your learners are bound to fall
back on their first language to communicate. This is only natural. If you want to say something you would usually find the easiest way to say it, which for our learners would be their first language. Of course, translation in the EFL classroom is not always a bad thing, but if your learners are speaking more, say, Italian than English in your classroom
then its an issue.My EFL Learners Wont BehaveProbably more of an issue with Young Learners or Teens, discipline issues can disrupt your lessons and destroy your calm, learning environment. Make sure whatever action you decide to take is in line with your schools policy, but before you act, take some time to try figure out what the root cause of
the problem is. You may need to take a certain individual aside and have a friendly chat with them to get to the bottom of it. My EFL Learners Dont Do What I AskConsidering that your learners are learning English, there are going to be many times when they dont do what you ask of them. This may not be out of disobedience but out of a lack of
understanding. They are not going to understand everything you say all the time and it is up to you to make sure your instructions are clear, to the point and repeated until your learners have completely understood.My EFL Learners Are Always LateTardiness can be disruptive to your classroom when you are forced to restart your lesson or recap an
explanation to the latecomers. It can be difficult to juggle those learners who are on time and those who arrive ten minutes late but it is also necessary to make sure that your learners are all on the same page in the lesson you cant ignore the latecomers because they wont be able to participate in the lesson. At the beginning of every term or
whenever you have a new class, set the rules for late coming and stick to them. It may seem harsh but its a matter of respect to you and to the other learners that the lesson starts on time. Which also means you cant be late!My EFL Learners Are BoredYou cant please all your learners all the time, but you can plan EFL lessons to the best of your
ability to prevent your learners from becoming bored. You need to take into consideration the different interests and abilities of your learners, which is usually done with a needs analysis.As we said before, these arent the only problems that youll find in the EFL classroom when teaching English abroad, but at least now if you experience any of these
youll know what to do.
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