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Like	basslines,	melodies	are	patterns	of	single	notes.	While	basslines	are	low-pitched,	melodies	are	generally	high-pitched,	and	define	the	"identity"	of	the	song	in	many	styles	of	music;	if	you	ask	someone	to	sing	a	particular	song,	they'll	usually	sing	the	melody.	Melodies	are	often	sung,	but	may	also	be	played	by	almost	any	instrument.	Melodies	are
often	much	more	rhythmically	active	than	basslines,	and	may	cover	a	wide	range	of	notes.	Learning	music	production	isn't	that	hard	if	you	can	cut	through	all	of	the	extra,	non-relevant	information	out	there.	The	truth	is	there's	very	little	you	need	to	begin	today	and	you	likely	already	have	most	of	it.	All	of	that	extra	info	comes	into	play	later	once	you
start	progressing	further	down	the	path	of	making	music.	Below	I	tell	you	the	minimum	equipment	you	need	based	on	your	goals,	and	then	I	give	you	a	framework	for	actually	writing	your	first	song.	From	there	the	discussion	is	about	getting	better	and	how	that's	done,	plus	the	next	set	of	essential	studio	equipment	you	might	need	if	you	want	to
expand	your	repertoire.	At	that	point	you	can	decide	how	serious	you	want	to	get	about	music	production	and	if	it	will	become	a	career	or	at	least	a	side-hustle.	I	want	to	make	sure	I'm	making	zero	assumptions	about	what	you	know,	so	in	this	part	I'm	going	to	talk	to	you	as	if	you	know	absolutely	nothing,	so	everyone	gets	taken	care	of	with	the	info
they	need.	Companies	will	tell	you	about	all	of	this	advanced	and	professional	studio	equipment	you	need	(coincidentally	they're	ready	to	sell	it	to	you),	but	the	truth	is	at	the	bare	minimum	you	can	actually	start	making	music	with	two	things.	If	you're	interested	in	making	rap	beats,	electronic	dance	music,	or	pop	instrumentals,	you	can	get	away	with
only	a	computer	and	a	mouse	or	even	just	a	tablet	(though	I	don't	recommend	going	the	tablet	route	because	you	can't	grow	a	lot	that	way).	Beyond	that,	you	need	a	piece	of	software	designed	to	help	you	make	music.	These	are	called	Digital	Audio	Workstations	(DAW).	You've	probably	heard	of	a	few	like	Pro	Tools,	Logic	Pro,	or	Ableton	Live.	If	you're
on	a	Mac	computer,	then	you	already	have	the	free	Garage	Band	installed,	which	is	still	one	of	the	best	DAWs	out	there.	To	recap,	the	bare	minimum	you	need	is:	Desktop	Computer	or	LaptopDigital	Audio	Workstation	SoftwareAny	Headphones	or	Speakers	That's	it.	For	Windows	there's	plenty	of	free	DAWs	you	can	use	and	for	Macs	you	already	have
Garage	Band.	Thanks	to	MIDI	(What	is	MIDI?)	you	can	punch	in	musical	notes	with	your	mouse	on	the	piano	roll	and	write	entire	professional	songs.	This	is	how	most	rap,	pop,	and	EDM	songs	are	produced.	Your	DAW	software	will	come	with	a	ton	of	stock	audio	sound	fonts,	samples,	and	plugins.	Everything	you	need	is	already	included,	believe	it	or
not.	There's	no	hurdles	or	road	blocks	in	your	way	other	than	learning	how	to	use	the	DAW,	which	isn't	too	bad.	It	may	be	the	case	that	you	want	to	record	guitar,	ukulele,	keyboard,	etc.	Maybe	you'd	like	to	toss	some	vocals	into	the	mix.	There's	a	high	chance	you're	already	ready	to	do	that	too.	Most	laptops	have	webcams	built	in	that	contain	a
microphone.	All	you	need	to	do	is	set	the	webcam's	mic	as	the	input	source	in	the	DAW	and	you	can	record	any	audio	you	want.	This	is	more	than	enough	to	record	full	demos	and	at	least	get	started	and	practicing.	We'll	talk	more	about	this	further	down	the	article,	but	your	next	step	to	getting	a	bit	better	quality	out	of	your	recordings	will	be	an
audio	interface	and	a	microphone	(or,	god	forbid,	a	cheap	USB	microphone).	But	neither	of	these	are	a	must	at	the	start.	The	only	real	hurdle	is	getting	a	free	DAW.	If	you're	willing	to	pay	for	one	at	the	beginning,	then	I	recommend	starting	with	FL	Studio	for	ease	of	use	on	Windows	or	use	the	free	Garage	Band	on	Mac.	Turns	out	Avid	put	out	Pro
Tools	First	which	is	a	free	but	limited	version.	It's	good	enough	to	get	started	for	sure.	It	limits	you	to	16	tracks	which	is	way	more	than	enough	if	you're	clever	and	not	wasteful.	If	you	learn	either	of	those,	you'll	know	how	to	use	them	all	and	can	upgrade	later	once	you	know	you're	committed	and	not	wasting	money	(because	the	professional	DAWs
can	get	expensive,	like	Pro	Tools	for	Windows	and	Logic	Pro	for	Mac).	Logic	Pro	on	MacOS	showing	the	Multitrack	(top)	&	Piano	Roll	(bottom)	All	you	need	to	do	is	figure	out	how	to:	Create	a	MIDI	with	a	piano	roll,	orCreate	an	audio	track	enabled	to	record,	andSet	the	input	source	to	your	webcam	if	recording	If	you	can	play	the	keyboard	and	have
one	you	can	even	enter	MIDI	data	if	you	get	a	MIDI-to-USB	cable.	Otherwise	you'll	click	it	in	with	your	mouse.	It's	extremely	simple	and	often	faster	to	use	the	mouse.	As	a	singer-songwriter,	you	can	create	an	entire	song	out	of	two	tracks:	one	for	vocals	and	one	for	your	guitar	track.	You	should	be	skeptical	of	anyone	that	tells	you	it's	more
complicated	than	this.	You	probably	won't	get	a	full	song	completed	or	even	one	that	sounds	great	yet.	But	that's	exactly	where	you	want	to	be.	You	should	be	exploring	the	software,	testing	out	plugins	and	sounds,	and	simply	learning	your	way	around.	DAWs	have	a	learning	curve	and	more	and	more	features	get	revealed	to	you	over	time,	but
typically	only	as	you	need	them.	So	don't	get	bogged	down	or	overwhelmed.	Start	simple	and	work	with	what	you	know.	That	might	mean	you	create	a	drum	loop	and	then	add	a	melody	and	bass	line	to	it	that	are	incorrect	as	far	as	music	theory	goes.	Who	cares?	As	a	beginner	you	should	be	having	fun,	stay	excited,	and	keep	learning.	At	this	point,
your	job	is	simply	to	get	better.	You	now	know	that	using	the	software	and	actually	getting	your	computer	to	record	and/or	playback	music	you	created	isn't	that	hard.	What	is	hard	is	writing	songs	that	sound	musical.	Turns	out	even	those	simple	pop	songs	everyone	makes	fun	of	aren't	that	simple.	The	first	and	foremost	difference	between	your	music
and	those	that	seem	simple	but	still	sound	good	is	music	theory.	There's	no	way	around	this	truth.	Without	understanding	the	basics	of	music	theory,	you	can't	write	chord	progressions,	melodies	and	bass	lines,	or	even	create	a	basic	song	structure.	As	you	start	learning	techniques	here,	start	listening	as	an	active	participant	in	music	and	try	to	listen
for	what	you're	learning.	You	should	start	at	learning	about	how	musical	keys	and	chords	work,	then	how	to	extract	melodies	and	bass	lines	out	of	the	chords	you	choose.	Play	around	with	that	for	a	while	then	add	chord	progressions	into	the	mix.	From	there	you	can	start	toying	with	chord	inversions.	That's	enough	to	take	you	all	the	way	to	the	top.
You	don't	have	to	get	into	jazz	levels	of	theory	or	even	beyond	an	intermediate	understanding.	Because	there's	some	other	tricks	and	methods	you'll	use	that	will	add	a	sense	of	complexity	and	maturity	to	your	songs.	The	process	of	learning	how	to	start	producing	music	cannot	be	separated	from	music	theory.	Your	next	step	in	the	journey	is	to	learn
about	orchestration	and	song	arrangement.	Orchestration	is	about	knowing	which	instruments	come	together	to	form	a	band.	Each	plays	a	specific	role	in	the	frequency	spectrum	and	are	chosen	to	not	clash	with	each	other	sonically.	Those	that	do	risk	clashing	play	different	roles,	like	lead	guitar	versus	rhythm	guitar,	or	kick	drum	and	bass.
Understanding	these	roles	is	also	important	which	leads	into	the	next	topic	you'll	study,	which	is	arrangement.	Arrangement	refers	to	when	each	of	the	instruments	in	your	orchestration	actually	are	playing	or	not.	Knowing	when	to	drop	them	out	and	bring	them	back	in	can	add	a	level	of	excitement	and	life	to	your	songs,	upping	the	energy	levels
during	certain	parts	like	the	chorus.	Finally,	you'll	need	to	venture	into	mixing	and	mastering.	Honestly	you	don't	even	need	mastering	other	than	realizing	it	exists,	but	mixing	is	a	must	if	you	want	the	final	versions	of	your	songs	to	sound	decent.	This	can	literally	make	or	break	a	song,	so	you	should	take	it	seriously.	Logic	Pro's	Parametric	Equalizer
Plugin	Mixing	is	the	art	of	balancing	the	variance	of	volume	levels	(called	dynamics),	the	positioning	in	the	stereo	field	(called	panning),	and	the	clarity	of	each	instrument	(called	equalization).	You	don't	have	to	become	a	pro	at	mixing	but	you	need	to	be	better	than	a	beginner.	We	have	much	more	if	you	check	out	the	category,	but	here	are	some
articles	to	help	you	find	your	footing:	The	idea	here	is	to	take	your	final	song	and	polish	the	presentation	so	it's	more	listenable	and	more	closely	resembles	what	you	hear	on	the	radio	and	professional	albums.	You	can	make	vast	improvements	easily	with	a	little	studying.	At	this	point,	you	know	how	a	DAW	works	and	some	basic	music	theory	and
mixing	principals.	Now	it's	time	to	learn	music	production	beyond	the	beginner	stages.	What	this	tends	to	involve	is	a	long	period	of	time	of	you	doing	the	same	thing	over	and	over.	The	difference	is,	with	serious	focus	and	intent,	you'll	get	better	each	time.	Iteration	is	the	key	to	success.	You	should	have	a	monumental	output,	making	as	many	songs
as	possible.	You	don't	have	to	share	them	all,	but	moving	from	start	to	finish	is	the	key	to	improvement.	"Lock	yourself	in	a	roomDoing	five	beats	a	day	for	three	summersThat's	a	Different	World	like	Cree	SummersI	deserve	to	do	these	numbers"	-	Kanye	West	If	you	want	to	improve,	you	can't	treat	this	like	a	game.	You	have	to	treat	it	like	you're	in
school,	studying	and	practicing	with	intent.	And	you'll	actually	have	to	study	more	and	more	music	theory	and	mixing	techniques,	etc.	Discovering	techniques	and	applying	them	is	what	it's	all	about.	Putting	in	serious	study	and	practice	doesn't	have	to	be	hard	and	boring.	With	music	production	it's	actually	a	blast.	When	you	get	sick	of	trying	to
invent	new	ideas	right	out	of	your	own	brain	there	are	a	few	things	you	can	do	to	keep	it	interesting	and	turn	up	new	techniques.	Remakes	-	I	recommend	first	and	foremost	to	try	to	remake	songs	you	like.	That	means	figuring	out	their	key,	chord	progressions,	orchestration	and	arrangement,	and	recreating	it	the	best	you	can.	You	can	usually	find
acapella	tracks,	too,	though	I	recommend	performing	the	vocals	yourself.	Remixes	-	Another	fun	method	is	to	create	remixes	of	songs	you	enjoy.	Again,	you	can	use	an	acapella	and	even	time-stretch	it	to	target	a	different	tempo.	Taking	songs	you're	familiar	with	and	turning	them	into	something	completely	different	is	a	blast.	Challenges	-	Finally,	I
love	to	create	music	production	challenges.	For	instance,	I	once	challenged	myself	to	make	a	children's	music	EP	album	from	only	FL	Studio	stock	sounds,	only	in	major	keys,	and	it	had	to	be	in	the	genre	of	world	music.	I	learned	a	ton	from	that	and	the	songs	were	great.	The	more	you	restrict	the	parameters	during	challenges,	the	more	creative	you
have	to	be,	which	forces	you	to	expand	your	thinking	and	your	arsenal	of	techniques.	You	end	up	having	to	study	new	genres	that	have	a	lot	to	teach	you.	How	you	get	feedback	is	up	to	you.	You	have	friends	and	family	and	can	use	message	boards	and	forums	online	to	get	anonymous	criticism.	But	the	key	here	is	to	take	all	of	the	constructive	feedback
and	actually	try	it	out.	And	to	get	a	lot	of	feedback	you	need	to	have	a	lot	of	output,	meaning	you	need	to	be	pumping	out	songs	like	a	madman.	I	talked	already	about	why	writing	as	many	songs	as	possible	from	start	to	finish	is	better	than	trying	to	write	one	masterpiece.	This	is	another	reason	why.	Think	about	producers	like	Major	Lazer,	Timbaland,
etc.	It	took	them	years	and	many	albums	to	find	a	style,	and	then	some	professionals	will	even	reinvent	themselves	completely.	But	to	know	what	your	style	is,	let	alone	to	be	able	to	choose	a	style,	requires	a	ton	of	output.	You	need	to	know	your	sound	fonts	and	samples	like	the	back	of	your	hand.	You	need	to	know	the	rules	of	a	genre	so	well	you	can
break	them	and	revolutionize	the	game.	One	could	almost	say	Timbaland	is	responsible	for	the	resurgence	of	the	1980's	style.	You	can	repurpose	decades	and	make	them	your	own.	The	key	is	to	become	recognizable	by	listeners	but	also	to	carve	out	a	niche	for	yourself,	one	in	which	you	can	get	better	and	better	in	a	tight	zone	and	completely
dominate	that	sound.	Then	you	become	the	go-to	person	when	someone	wants	a	beat	in	that	style.	I've	talked	about	marketing	and	how	to	sell	beats	before,	which	is	the	start	to	making	this	a	real	career.	That's	it.	You	take	the	methods	above	and	repeat	them	again	and	again	and	never	stop.	That's	the	path	as	a	beginner	and	even	as	an	expert.	The
studying	and	practice	never	stops	if	you	want	to	keep	improving	and	gaining	fans.	A	few	things	you	will	start	doing	is	improving	your	home	studio.	You'll	need	to	know	how	to	setup	a	home	recording	studio	as	well	as	pick	up	some	more	and	better	gear.	Don't	just	buy	gear	willy	nilly,	wait	until	you	have	an	actual	need	and	then	research	which	is	the
best	and	why.	The	same	goes	for	plugins	and	sound	fonts,	too.	Ultimately	you	can	start	collaborating	with	other	artists.	You'll	produce	tracks	for	artists'	albums,	you'll	work	with	other	producers,	and	begin	to	pick	up	tricks	of	the	trade	from	them.	This	will	start	your	networking	process	and	help	you	climb	the	ladder.	And	if	you	don't	want	to	be	the
independent	artist	or	behind-the-scenes	producer,	you	can	look	into	other	career	options,	though	what's	the	fun	in	that	as	a	musician?	You	don't	learn	how	to	start	producing	music	to	take	a	salaried	job,	you	do	it	to	be	a	rock	star!	But	Wait,	There's	More!	In	these	lessons,	you'll	learn	the	basics	of	music	making.	No	prior	experience	or	equipment	is
required;	you'll	do	everything	right	here	in	your	browser.	To	get	started,	check	out	the	boxes	below.	Each	one	contains	a	small	piece	of	music.	Click	a	box	to	turn	it	on	or	off.	Please	use	a	browser	that	supports	Web	Audio	such	as	Chrome,	Safari,	Firefox,	or	Edge."}>	After	playing	with	these	boxes	for	a	while,	you'll	discover	certain	combinations	that
you	like.	Many	types	of	music	are	created	in	exactly	this	way	—	by	mixing	and	matching	small	musical	ideas	to	make	interesting	combinations,	and	then	changing	those	combinations	over	time.	Now	you've	combined	pre-made	musical	patterns.	Next,	you'll	make	some	patterns	of	your	own.	Download	Article	Download	Article	Learning	music	is	a	great
way	to	develop	a	fun	and	relaxing	hobby	that	also	stimulates	your	mind.	Whether	you’re	interested	in	learning	music	theory	or	playing	an	instrument,	music	is	actually	easier	to	learn	than	you	might	think!	Once	you’ve	mastered	the	basics,	all	you	have	to	do	is	practice	a	little	bit	of	the	more	complicated	stuff	every	day,	until	you’ve	eventually	gotten	a
pretty	good	handle	of	your	instrument	or	music	theory!	1	Study	the	musical	alphabet.[1]	The	musical	alphabet	is	made	up	of	only	7	letters	(A,	B,	C,	D,	E,	F,	and	G),	but	it’s	the	basic	language	that	musicians	use	to	write	and	talk	about	musical	notes.	Between	these	7	notes	there	are	also	5	other	notes	that	are	either	sharp	or	flat.	Sharp	notes	are	1	note
higher	in	pitch	than	the	regular	letter	that	it	uses,	while	flat	notes	are	1	note	lower	in	pitch.[2]	For	example,	the	A-sharp	note	is	slightly	higher	in	pitch	than	a	regular	A	note.	These	notes	are	always	in	alphabetical	order,	going	from	A	to	G,	on	any	instrument.	When	you	go	past	the	G	note,	the	next	note	is	just	another	A	note	and	the	entire	order	is
repeated.	If	you	play	a	musical	instrument	like	piano,	you	can	map	this	alphabet	out	on	your	instrument.	For	instance,	memorize	where	the	“C”	note	is	played	on	the	piano	and	then	you’ll	also	know	where	C-flat,	C-sharp,	B,	D,	A,	E,	and	F	are	on	the	opposite	sides	of	the	C	key.	2	Get	to	know	the	basic	elements	of	reading	sheet	music.[3]	Sheet	music	is
written	on	a	set	of	horizontal,	parallel	lines	called	the	staff.	Other	small	figures	and	lines	are	written	on	or	around	the	staff	to	indicate	things	like	which	notes	are	played,	how	long	each	note	is	played	for,	and	what	rhythm	the	music	should	be	played	in.[4]	Clefs	are	various	shapes	written	at	the	very	beginning	of	a	music	staff,	which	tell	you	what
pitches	are	on	what	line	or	space	of	the	staff.	The	treble	clef	looks	sort	of	like	an	ampersand,	while	the	bass	clef	looks	like	a	backwards	C	with	2	dots	on	top	of	it.	The	key	signature	appears	next	to	the	clef	and	is	composed	of	1	or	several	#	(sharp)	or	b	(flat)	symbols	on	individual	lines	of	the	staff.	These	symbols	indicate	that	all	notes	played	on	that	line
should	either	be	played	either	sharp	or	flat.	The	notes	on	the	staff	lines	indicate	which	notes	to	play	on	an	instrument	and	are	made	up	of	3	parts:	the	note	head	(a	black	oval	that	is	either	open	or	closed),	the	stem	(the	vertical	line	attached	to	the	note	head),	and	the	flag	(the	curved	stroke	at	the	top	of	the	stem).	Note	that	not	all	notes	contain	all	3
parts	at	the	same	time.	Different	combinations	of	open	or	closed	note	heads,	stems,	and	flags	tell	you	how	long	to	play	an	individual	note	in	terms	of	beats	or	fractions	of	beats.	For	instance,	an	open	note	with	no	stem	or	flag	is	played	for	4	beats,	while	a	closed	note	with	a	stem	is	played	for	1	beat.	Advertisement	3	Learn	the	difference	between	scale
and	pitch.	Pitch	refers	to	how	high	or	low	on	an	instrument	you	play	a	certain	note,	such	as	the	“C”	note.[5]	There	are	7	keys	of	difference	between	2	different	pitches	of	the	same	note	(e.g.,	on	a	piano,	you	can	play	an	A	note	in	a	higher	pitch	by	moving	7	keys	to	the	right).	Conversely,	scales	are	sets	of	notes	that	sound	particularly	good	when	played
sequentially	and	are	thus	commonly	used	in	songwriting.[6]	When	you	change	the	pitch	of	1	note,	you	have	to	also	change	the	pitch	of	any	other	note	that	you	play	with	that	first	note	in	a	scale.	There	are	major	scales	for	each	of	the	7	notes.	There	are	also	minor	scales,	which	are	similar	to	major	scales,	except	the	3rd	note	in	the	scale	is	a	half	step
lower	than	it	is	in	the	major	scale.	4	Familiarize	yourself	with	chords.	Chords	are	formed	when	3	or	more	notes	of	the	same	pitch	are	played	at	the	same	time.[7]	After	you’ve	learned	the	different	notes	on	your	instrument,	the	next	thing	you	should	do	is	learn	some	of	the	most	common	chords	played	on	it.[8]	For	example,	the	C,	E,	and	G	notes	are
commonly	played	together	across	a	variety	of	instruments	as	a	single	chord.	5	Make	sure	you’re	aware	of	the	importance	of	rhythm.	Rhythm,	in	terms	of	music,	refers	to	the	consecutive	arrangement	of	notes	or	beats	placed	at	equal	intervals	of	time.	This	means	that	you	have	to	allow	for	the	same	amount	of	silence	in	between	each	musical	note,	or
else	the	flow	of	the	piece	can	be	ruined.[9]	The	rhythm	at	which	a	piece	of	music	should	be	played	is	indicated	on	a	staff	by	a	time	signature,	made	up	of	2	vertically	placed	numbers	next	to	the	clef.	The	top	number	indicates	how	many	beats	there	are	in	a	measure	of	music,	while	the	bottom	number	represents	the	note	value	which	makes	1	beat.	For
example,	a	¾	time	signature	would	indicate	that	each	measure	in	a	piece	of	music	contains	3	beats,	while	each	beat	contains	4	notes.	Advertisement	1	Identify	key	signatures	written	on	a	sheet	of	music.	The	key	signature	indicates	which	pitch	the	notes	in	the	song	will	be	played	in.	These	are	represented	by	sharp	images	or	flat	images	on	1	of	the
lines	of	the	staff,	corresponding	with	the	key	that	the	song	is.[10]	So	for	example,	a	sharp	symbol	on	the	top	line	of	the	staff	indicates	that	the	piece	of	music	is	in	G-sharp.	Try	looking	at	several	different	written	pieces	of	sheet	music	and	see	how	many	of	the	different	key	signatures	you	can	identify.	Make	a	note	of	any	that	you	can’t	identify	and	study
those	in	greater	detail.	2	Practice	identifying	chords,	scales,	and	notes	that	you	hear.	This	is	a	part	of	learning	music	theory	called	“ear	training.”	Listen	to	either	a	single	note,	a	chord,	or	a	few	seconds	of	a	musical	instrument	being	played.	Then,	try	to	name	the	note	or	notes	being	played	just	by	listening	to	them.[11]	If	you	listen	to	a	chord	or	scale,
try	to	identify	the	name	of	the	chord	or	scale	as	well.	If	this	is	particularly	difficult	for	you,	try	starting	out	by	just	identifying	1	of	the	7	natural	notes	when	an	individual	note	is	played.	Once	you’ve	mastered	this,	move	on	to	scales,	then	chords,	then	entire	songs.	3	Build	chords	and	scales	on	a	staff	from	scratch.	Write	out	a	series	of	notes	on	the	staff
to	build	chords	and	scales	that	sound	good	in	your	head.	First	write	the	clef,	time	signature,	and	key	signature	on	your	staff.	Then,	write	the	individual	notes	on	the	separate	lines	of	the	staff	that	make	up	the	chord	or	scale	that	you’re	trying	to	write.[12]	This	is	a	useful	exercise	for	mastering	the	writing	component	of	musical	theory,	as	it	forces	you	to
write	music	solely	based	on	your	competence	with	the	“language”	of	music.	Focus	on	building	simple	chords	and	scales	at	first.	As	you	start	to	feel	more	comfortable	with	this	exercise,	try	writing	longer	and	longer	pieces	of	music.	Eventually,	you’ll	have	an	entire	song	written!	4	Use	an	instrument	or	sing	to	identify	and	play	notes	written	on	a	staff.
This	exercise	trains	you	to	readily	translate	written	music	into	actual	performed	sound.	Look	at	a	piece	of	sheet	music,	identify	the	notes	as	they’re	written	on	the	staff,	and	then	either	sing	those	notes	or	play	them	on	an	instrument	that	has	the	notes	marked	(e.g.,	a	keyboard).[13]	Once	you’ve	mastered	playing	notes	based	on	a	piece	of	sheet	music,
practice	playing	chords	and	scales	that	you	see	written	down.	Make	sure	you	practice	playing	the	notes	in	the	rhythm	that	is	indicated	on	the	staff.	If	you	have	trouble	with	this,	practice	keeping	the	rhythm	first	by	simply	tapping	out	the	rhythm	with	your	finger.	Advertisement	1	Choose	an	instrument	that	you’ll	have	fun	playing.	Regardless	of	your
reasons	for	wanting	to	learn	music,	it’ll	be	much	easier	for	you	to	stay	motivated	and	persevere	in	learning	an	instrument	if	it’s	something	you	actually	enjoy.	Experiment	with	several	different	instruments	to	see	which	one	you	enjoy	playing	the	most.	If	you	can,	see	if	there’s	a	music	store	in	your	area	that	will	let	you	come	in	and	briefly	try	playing
several	of	the	instruments.	Then,	if	you	like	1	of	the	instruments	in	particular,	consider	buying	it	in	the	store!	2	Practice	playing	notes,	chords,	and	scales	on	your	instrument.[14]	After	you’ve	mastered	the	concepts	of	notes,	chords,	and	scales,	learning	how	to	produce	these	sounds	with	your	instrument	is	the	first	step	to	learning	how	to	play	music.
Start	by	practicing	notes	first,	then	move	on	to	scales,	and	finally	to	chords.[15]	Once	you’ve	gotten	the	hang	of	these	different	components,	practice	playing	a	whole	song	from	start	to	finish.	3	Take	lessons	from	someone	who	knows	how	to	play	your	instrument.	You	can	find	lots	of	available	music	teachers	online	or	in	newspaper	classifieds.	For	best
results,	try	to	find	a	music	teacher	with	a	music	degree	and	with	teaching	experience.[16]	You	can	also	just	watch	instructional	videos	on	YouTube	if	you	don’t	want	to	pay	for	an	actual	instructor.	4	Make	a	daily	practice	schedule	and	stick	to	it.	Learning	to	play	an	instrument	is	something	that	requires	dedication;	you	can’t	master	the	instrument
overnight.	Set	aside	a	small	amount	of	time	each	day	to	practice	your	craft	and	commit	to	sticking	to	this	routine	for	the	long	haul.	You	don’t	have	to	dedicate	all	of	your	time	to	practicing;	just	set	aside	15-30	minutes	for	practice	and	watch	as	you	make	small,	incremental	progress	over	time.	5	Set	concrete	goals	for	yourself	each	week.	Your	goals
should	be	realistic,	measurable,	and	achievable,	rather	than	general	aspirations,	so	that	you’ll	be	able	to	know	when	you’ve	achieved	them.	Aim	to	learn	a	new	chord,	song,	or	style	of	playing	with	your	instrument,	depending	on	what	you	want	to	get	out	of	playing	a	musical	instrument.	EXPERT	TIP	Warren	Lee	Professional	Pianist,	Composer,	and
Music	Educator	Warren	Lee	is	a	Professional	Pianist,	Composer,	and	Music	Educator	based	in	Hong	Kong.	Lee	is	a	concert	pianist	of	the	Hong	Kong	Philharmonic	Orchestra	and	is	on	both	the	Steinway	Artist	and	Naxos	Recording	Artist	rosters.	Lee	was	elected	an	Associate	of	the	Royal	Academy	of	Music	in	2015.	In	2017,	he	received	the	Ian
Mininberg	Distinguished	Alumni	Award	from	Yale	University.	He	holds	a	Bachelor's	degree	in	Music	from	the	Royal	Academy	of	Music	and	a	Master's	degree	in	Music	from	Yale	University.	Lee	also	holds	an	MBA	degree	from	the	Hong	Kong	University	of	Science	and	Technology	and	an	LLM	degree	in	Intellectual	Property	Law	from	the	University	of
London.	Music	skills	build	life	skills	in	creativity	and	learning	approaches.	Learning	music	builds	life	skills	too,	not	just	how	to	play	notes.	Getting	creative	and	figuring	out	how	to	learn	well	in	music	class	helps	kids	apply	that	to	art,	engineering,	and	more.	Students	say	music	lesson	ideas	pop	up	when	working	on	all	kinds	of	projects!	Advertisement
Add	New	Question	Question	Is	it	possible	to	learn	music	on	your	own?	Michael	Noble,	PhD	Professional	Pianist	Michael	Noble	is	a	professional	concert	pianist	who	received	his	PhD	in	Piano	Performance	from	the	Yale	School	of	Music.	He	is	a	previous	contemporary	music	fellow	of	the	Belgian	American	Educational	Foundation	and	has	performed	at
Carnegie	Hall	and	at	other	venues	across	the	United	States,	Europe,	and	Asia.	You	can	definitely	teach	yourself.	Using	YouTube	or	instructional	videos	online	can	be	a	great	help.	If	you're	looking	to	play	keyboard	or	learn	chords	for	your	band	to	sing	along	to,	using	online	tutorials	can	get	you	where	you	need	to	be.	These	can	also	help	you	learn	basic
theory.	If	you're	more	interested	in	technique	and	theory,	I	recommend	getting	a	teacher.	Ask	a	Question	Advertisement	This	article	was	co-authored	by	Michael	Noble,	PhD.	Michael	Noble	is	a	professional	concert	pianist	who	received	his	PhD	in	Piano	Performance	from	the	Yale	School	of	Music.	He	is	a	previous	contemporary	music	fellow	of	the
Belgian	American	Educational	Foundation	and	has	performed	at	Carnegie	Hall	and	at	other	venues	across	the	United	States,	Europe,	and	Asia.	This	article	has	been	viewed	101,830	times.	Co-authors:	12	Updated:	March	10,	2025	Views:	101,830	Categories:	Music	Article	SummaryXIf	you	want	to	learn	music,	choose	an	instrument	that	you	enjoy
playing,	which	will	give	you	a	motivation	to	learn.	To	get	started,	learn	to	play	single	notes	on	your	instrument,	like	A,	B,	or	C.	Once	you’ve	mastered	this,	move	on	to	learning	scales,	which	are	a	sequence	of	notes	in	the	same	key.	Afterwards,	try	to	get	to	know	the	most	commonly	used	chords,	which	are	three	notes	of	the	same	pitch	played	at	the
same	time.	If	you	want	help	to	learn,	book	lessons	with	a	music	teacher	who	has	a	music	degree	or	teaching	experience.	You	should	also	make	a	daily	practice	schedule,	since	learning	music	requires	a	lot	of	dedication	over	an	extended	period	of	time.	For	tips	on	how	to	learn	to	read	sheet	music,	read	on!	Print	Send	fan	mail	to	authors	Thanks	to	all
authors	for	creating	a	page	that	has	been	read	101,830	times.	"This	article	was	very	helpful	and	inspiring	to	me	and	also	realistic.	It	inspired	me	to	learn	to	play	musical	instruments."..."	more	Share	your	story	Music	theory	beginners	are	lucky.	Learning	music	theory	is	a	journey	that	can	be	lots	of	fun,	and	very	useful.	But	it	can	be	difficult	when
you're	just	starting	out.Finding	the	right	place	to	start	can	be	hardIt's	hard	to	find	resources	that	have	information	that's	usable	for	musiciansTheory	textbooks	can	be	so	hard	to	understandSo	where	should	you	start?-AT	THE	BEGINNING!!-As	simple	as	this	sounds,	most	people	don't	do	it.	Here's	why:	They	start	reading,	and	they	think,	"Oh,	well	I
already	know	this,	I'll	just	go	ahead	and	learn	something	more	useful."	And	because	of	that,	they	don't	get	a	solid	music	theory	foundation.	How	You	Can	Get	Ahead	If	you	start	at	the	beginning	and	study	the	basics,	you	can	get	that	solid	foundation	and	learn	the	next	steps	MUCH	faster	than	the	people	who	didn't.	This	gives	you	an	advantage	over	the
other	music	theory	beginners,	and	gets	you	out	there	learning	music	and	getting	the	gigs,	a	lot	faster.	First	Steps	Take	a	look	at	the	Music	Theory	Basics	page.	This	will	give	you	an	overview	of	basic	articles	and	the	main	elements	of	music	theory.	Not	the	fine	and	sometimes	confusing	details,	just	the	essentials.The	first	article	you	should	look	at	is
the	Music	Alphabet	.	This	gives	you	a	firm	foundation	in	the	music	notation	systems	and	pre-develops	a	sense	how	scales	will	work.	This	article	will	show	you	how	useful	learning	the	alphabet	can	be.	It's	as	easy	as	A-B-C!Next,	it's	Scales	!	Scales	give	you	a	sense	of	order	and	directionality.	Also	because	scales	are	one	of	the	essentials	of	music,	this
article	will	show	you	real	life	examples,	not	just	redundant	theory	routines.Then,	take	a	look	at	Reading	Music.	Even	if	you	don't	plan	on	sight	reading	sheet	music	for	your	particular	style	of	music,	it	is	equivalent	to	being	able	to	read	written	language:	learning	to	talk	doesn't	require	reading,	but	getting	through	everyday	life	(street	signs,	emails,	this
website	you're	reading,	etc.)	is	nearly	impossible	without	it.	For	music	theory	beginners,	reading	music	helps	you	better	understand	how	notes	work	together	and	how	you	can	use	them.Looking	for	something	specific	related	to	music	theory?	Try	searching	for	it!	Hopefully	this	gives	you	some	idea	of	where	you	should	start	if	you	are	looking	to	learn
more	about	music	theory.	Remember,	even	if	you	know	it,	start	at	the	beginning.	You	may	run	across	something	you	had	never	seen	before,	or	read	something	that	makes	sense	in	a	way	that	it	didn't	before.	Return	from	Music	Theory	Beginners	to	Homepage	Hope	this	helps!	Practice	hard	and	let	me	know	if	you	have	any	questions!	Enjoy	this	page?
Please	pay	it	forward.	Here's	how...	Would	you	prefer	to	share	this	page	with	others	by	linking	to	it?	Click	on	the	HTML	link	code	below.	Copy	and	paste	it,	adding	a	note	of	your	own,	into	your	blog,	a	Web	page,	forums,	a	blog	comment,	your	Facebook	account,	or	anywhere	that	someone	would	find	this	page	valuable.	Chapters	Basslines	are	patterns
of	low-pitched	notes.	They	often	serve	to	reinforce	a	song's	chords,	while	also	using	interesting	rhythmic	patterns	that	relate	to	or	contrast	with	the	drums.	‹	Previous	Next:	“Good	Life”	›	On	this	page,	you	can	experiment	with	the	different	music	making	tools	you've	used	so	far.	They'll	all	play	together	in	sync.	Beats	Basslines	Please	use	a	browser	that
supports	Web	Audio	such	as	Chrome,	Safari,	Firefox,	or	Edge."}>	Please	use	a	browser	that	supports	Web	Audio	such	as	Chrome,	Safari,	Firefox,	or	Edge."}>	Please	use	a	browser	that	supports	Web	Audio	such	as	Chrome,	Safari,	Firefox,	or	Edge."}>	‹	Previous	Next:	Advanced	topics	›	For	centuries,	music	has	always	been	an	important	part	of
human	lives	and	one	of	the	most	inspiring	art	forms.	People	listen	to	it	to	express	themselves,	relieve	stress,	overcome	hardships,	and	express	feelings.	And,	wherever	we	go,	it	seems	to	always	be	with	us.	But,	what	if	you	are	tired	of	being	just	a	listener	and	you	actually	want	to	start	making	music?	That’s	great!	Studying	art	can	have	plenty	of
benefits	for	your	personality	and	mental	health.	The	good	news	is	that	anyone	can	learn	it	regardless	of	age.	All	you	need	is	to	know	where	to	start	and	which	way	to	go.	We	will	guide	you	exactly	through	the	matter	in	this	article.	Step	1:	Make	Sure	You	Have	Enough	Time	Learning	music	doesn’t	necessarily	have	to	be	boring	or	too	challenging.	Still,
it	is	definitely	going	to	take	plenty	of	your	time.	So,	the	first	thing	you	need	to	do	to	get	started	is	to	ensure	that	you	can	allocate	enough	time	for	this	endeavor.	And	this	piece	of	advice	is	especially	important	to	those	of	you	who	are	currently	students.	Whether	you	are	still	at	school	or	have	already	transitioned	to	college,	we	bet	that	studies	take
almost	100%	of	your	time,	leaving	no	extra	energy	left	for	learning	something	else.	If	that’s	the	case,	but	you	are	still	determined	to	master	music,	you	might	need	academic	help.	The	good	news	is	you	can	always	get	an	excellent	assignment	done	by	essay	writing	service	EssayPro	and	have	lots	of	free	time	for	your	new	hobby	without	giving	up	on
your	academic	performance.	Professional	writers	can	even	help	you	boost	your	grades.	So,	it’s	a	win-win	deal	in	any	case.	Step	2:	Decide	What	Exactly	You	Are	Looking	for	If	right	now	you	are	thinking,	“I	want	to	study	music,”	you	should	understand	that	it	is	a	rather	broad	term	and	that	you	need	more	specifics	to	get	on	the	right	track.	So,	the
second	thing	you	need	to	do	is	to	decide	what	exactly	you	are	looking	for.	At	this	stage,	be	sure	to	consider	different	options.	You	may	want	to	learn	to	play	a	specific	instrument.	Or	maybe	you	are	more	interested	in	developing	your	vocal	skills.	In	any	case,	there	is	nothing	you	can	undertake	until	you	have	a	clear	idea	of	your	needs.	Also,	it	would	be
nice	to	define	what	genre	of	music	you	enjoy	the	most	at	this	stage,	as	it	will	help	you	get	on	the	right	track	and	stay	on	it.	Step	3:	Identify	Your	Level	Next,	in	order	to	define	what	you	have	to	learn,	you	should	objectively	assess	your	current	level.	If	you	used	to	study	music	before,	that’s	great.	Then,	your	goal	might	be	to	brush	up	on	the	basics	and
take	your	skills	to	the	next	level.	But,	if	you	are	a	beginner,	you	will	have	to	take	the	extra	step	described	below.	Step	4:	Study	on	the	Basics	If	you	are	a	beginner,	there	is	no	way	you	can	do	it	without	studying	the	basics	of	music	theory	and	history.	Of	course,	you	could	find	a	tutorial	on	how	to	play	your	favorite	song	on,	let’s	say,	a	piano	and	just
copy	the	actions.	This	way,	you	may	even	eventually	learn	to	play	it.	But,	the	truth	is	that	it	won’t	get	you	far.	Learning	the	basics	will	take	additional	time	and	effort,	but	eventually,	it	will	help	you	learn	faster	in	further	stages.	So,	don’t	skip	this	step.	Step	5:	Find	Tutorials	or	Courses	When	you	have	a	good	base,	you	can	move	on	to	the	most	exciting
part—mastering	whatever	field	of	music	you	are	interested	in.	At	this	point,	there	might	be	a	couple	of	paths	that	you	can	take:	Opting	for	self-learning	using	the	available	materials;	Taking	classes	in	real-time	with	a	professional;	Getting	on	an	online	course.	Each	of	these	options	can	be	effective.	But,	there	is	no	one-fits-all	answer	on	what	exactly	you
should	choose.	For	some	people,	one-on-one	interaction	with	the	teacher	is	the	key	to	success,	so	they	will	most	likely	have	to	take	classes.	Others	feel	pretty	confident	and	comfortable	learning	online	or	even	on	their	own.	To	make	the	best	choice,	consider	all	options	to	see	what	can	work	best	for	you.	Step	6:	Set	Goals	When	you	land	on	some
courses	or	classes,	it	can	feel	like	you	are	already	on	the	fast	lane	to	success.	That’s	true—making	the	first	step	is	already	50%	of	success.	Decide	if	it	is	just	a	hobby	or	something	you	want	to	pursue	as	a	serious	career.	If	you	want	to	keep	the	motivation	and	achieve	real	results,	you	will	also	have	to	set	clear	and	measurable	goals.	So,	your	next	move
should	be	to	identify	what	you	are	trying	to	achieve	and	make	a	goal	out	of	it.	Don’t	hesitate	to	make	this	goal	time-bound	as	this	way	you	will	feel	obliged	to	keep	working	to	achieve	it,	so	there	will	be	less	temptation	to	quit.	Step	7:	Be	Patient	and	Practice	Though	we	are	giving	you	a	step-by-step	guide	on	studying	music	from	scratch,	there	is	no	last
step	as	such.	Mastering	any	kind	of	art	is	an	ongoing,	or	better	to	say,	never-ending	process.	And	the	longer	it	lasts,	the	higher	level	of	mastery	you	can	reach.	So,	we’d	rather	call	it	the	final	tip,	and	here	it	goes:	stay	patient	on	your	way	to	the	goal	and	be	sure	to	practice	as	much	and	as	often	as	you	can.	This	will	bring	you	to	the	desired	result!	The
Bottom	Line	We	won’t	sugarcoat	it—studying	music	takes	time,	lots	of	effort,	dedication,	and	patience.	However,	if	you	are	genuinely	interested	in	this,	you	can	achieve	your	goal	at	any	age	and	under	any	circumstances.	Now,	you	have	a	clear	plan	of	action.	So,	follow	the	steps	we	shared	with	you,	stay	true	to	your	goal,	and	you	will	be	doomed	to
succeed!	You	can	think	of	a	song	as	a	block	of	time,	which	can	be	broken	down	into	smaller	blocks	of	time.	In	many	types	of	music,	the	smaller	sections	consist	of	even	smaller	patterns	like	the	ones	you've	been	making,	combined	in	multiples	of	four,	eight,	or	16	bars.	Putting	these	sections	together	is	called	arranging;	it's	how	you	get	from	small
patterns	to	a	full	song.	Song	forms	The	combination	of	a	song's	sections	is	the	song's	structure	or	form.	Some	types	of	forms	are	used	over	and	over	in	many	types	of	music.	Music	has	the	incredible	power	to	enrich	our	lives,	no	matter	our	age.	At	Craft	Music,	we	believe	that	it’s	never	too	late	to	start	learning	an	instrument.	Whether	you’re	a	child,	a
teenager,	an	adult,	or	a	senior,	beginning	music	lessons	can	be	a	fulfilling	and	transformative	experience.	This	guide	will	provide	you	with	everything	you	need	to	know	about	starting	music	lessons,	highlighting	the	many	benefits	and	offering	practical	advice	to	help	you	embark	on	your	musical	journey.At	Craft	Music,	we	focus	on	music	as	an
expressive	language	and	a	creative	outlet.	Our	dedicated	and	passionate	teachers	tailor	lessons	to	meet	the	needs	of	students	of	all	ages	and	skill	levels.	We	are	committed	to	helping	you	grow	both	musically	and	personally,	providing	the	support	and	encouragement	you	need	to	succeed.The	Benefits	of	Learning	Music	at	Any	AgeLearning	music	offers
numerous	benefits	that	extend	beyond	simply	being	able	to	play	an	instrument.	These	benefits	can	have	a	significant	impact	on	various	aspects	of	life,	regardless	of	your	age.Cognitive	BenefitsLearning	to	play	an	instrument	can	enhance	cognitive	abilities,	such	as	memory,	attention,	and	problem-solving	skills.	Studies	have	shown	that	engaging	with
music	can	improve	brain	function	and	promote	neuroplasticity,	which	is	the	brain's	ability	to	reorganize	itself	by	forming	new	neural	connections.Memory:	Music	training	has	been	linked	to	improved	memory	performance,	both	in	terms	of	memorizing	music	pieces	and	enhancing	overall	memory	capacity.Focus:	Playing	an	instrument	requires
sustained	attention	and	concentration,	which	can	translate	to	better	focus	in	other	areas	of	life.Problem-Solving:	Understanding	music	theory	and	learning	to	read	music	involve	complex	problem-solving	skills,	which	can	be	beneficial	in	academic	and	professional	settings.Emotional	BenefitsMusic	serves	as	a	powerful	tool	for	emotional	expression	and
stress	relief.	It	can	help	individuals	process	emotions	and	provide	an	outlet	for	expressing	feelings	that	might	be	difficult	to	articulate	with	words.Stress	Relief:	Playing	an	instrument	can	be	a	relaxing	activity	that	helps	reduce	stress	and	anxiety.Emotional	Expression:	Music	provides	a	medium	to	express	a	wide	range	of	emotions,	from	joy	to	sadness,
offering	a	therapeutic	outlet.Confidence:	As	you	progress	and	improve	your	musical	skills,	your	self-esteem	and	confidence	can	grow	significantly.Social	BenefitsMusic	is	inherently	social	and	can	help	build	connections	with	others,	fostering	teamwork	and	communication	skills.Building	Connections:	Joining	group	lessons,	bands,	or	ensembles	can	help
you	meet	new	people	and	form	lasting	friendships.Teamwork:	Playing	in	a	group	setting	requires	coordination	and	cooperation,	enhancing	your	ability	to	work	effectively	with	others.Communication:	Music	is	a	form	of	non-verbal	communication	that	can	help	improve	your	ability	to	express	ideas	and	emotions.Choosing	the	Right	InstrumentSelecting
the	right	instrument	is	a	crucial	step	in	starting	your	musical	journey.	Your	choice	will	significantly	impact	your	learning	experience,	so	it's	essential	to	consider	various	factors	to	ensure	that	you	pick	an	instrument	that	suits	your	interests	and	abilities.Personal	Interest:	Your	passion	for	an	instrument	is	a	significant	motivator.	Choose	an	instrument
that	excites	you	and	aligns	with	your	musical	tastes.Physical	Capability:	Some	instruments	require	specific	physical	attributes.	For	example,	playing	the	saxophone	requires	strong	lung	capacity,	while	the	violin	demands	precise	finger	movements.Musical	Goals:	Consider	what	you	want	to	achieve	with	your	music	lessons.	Different	instruments	offer
different	paths,	whether	it's	playing	solo,	joining	a	band,	or	composing	music.Overview	of	Popular	InstrumentsPiano:	Ideal	for	beginners	due	to	its	straightforward	layout.	It’s	versatile	and	provides	a	strong	foundation	in	music	theory.Guitar:	Popular	for	its	portability	and	use	in	various	music	genres.	Offers	both	acoustic	and	electric	options.Voice:
Your	voice	is	a	natural	instrument	that	doesn’t	require	any	additional	equipment.	Great	for	those	who	love	singing.Violin:	Known	for	its	expressive	range	and	use	in	classical	music.	Requires	precise	technique.Cello:	Offers	a	rich,	deep	sound.	It’s	slightly	larger	and	more	challenging	than	the	violin.Saxophone:	Common	in	jazz	and	classical	music.
Requires	strong	breath	control.Drums:	Focuses	on	rhythm	and	coordination.	Excellent	for	those	with	a	strong	sense	of	timing.Banjo:	Associated	with	folk	and	bluegrass	music.	Unique	sound	and	playing	style.Ukulele:	Small	and	portable	with	a	cheerful	tone.	Easier	to	learn	than	the	guitar.Tips	for	Trying	Out	Different	InstrumentsTake	Trial	Lessons:
Many	music	schools,	including	Craft	Music,	offer	trial	lessons	for	different	instruments.	This	allows	you	to	get	a	feel	for	each	one	before	making	a	decision.Attend	Performances:	Watching	live	performances	can	inspire	you	and	help	you	understand	the	capabilities	of	different	instruments.Consult	with	Teachers:	Our	experienced	teachers	can	provide
valuable	insights	and	recommendations	based	on	your	interests	and	abilities.Setting	Realistic	GoalsSetting	realistic	and	achievable	goals	is	essential	for	maintaining	motivation	and	ensuring	steady	progress	in	your	musical	journey.	Having	clear	objectives	helps	you	stay	focused	and	measure	your	improvement	over	time.Importance	of	Setting	Short-
term	and	Long-term	GoalsShort-term	Goals:	These	are	smaller,	immediate	targets	that	you	can	achieve	in	a	relatively	short	period.	Examples	include	learning	a	new	song,	mastering	a	particular	technique,	or	practicing	for	a	specific	number	of	minutes	each	day.	Short-term	goals	provide	quick	wins	that	keep	you	motivated.Long-term	Goals:	These	are
broader	objectives	that	take	more	time	to	accomplish,	such	as	performing	in	a	recital,	joining	a	band,	or	composing	your	own	music.	Long-term	goals	give	you	a	sense	of	direction	and	purpose.Examples	of	Achievable	Milestones	for	BeginnersFirst	Month:	Learn	basic	music	theory,	understand	the	instrument’s	layout,	and	play	simple	scales	or
chords.First	Three	Months:	Play	a	simple	piece	of	music	from	start	to	finish,	develop	a	regular	practice	routine,	and	improve	basic	techniques.First	Six	Months:	Participate	in	a	small	performance,	learn	more	complex	pieces,	and	start	experimenting	with	improvisation	or	composing.First	Year:	Have	a	repertoire	of	several	pieces,	perform	in	a	recital	or
concert,	and	feel	confident	with	your	instrument.Encouraging	a	Growth	MindsetEmbrace	Challenges:	View	challenges	as	opportunities	to	learn	and	grow	rather	than	as	obstacles.Celebrate	Progress:	Acknowledge	and	celebrate	your	achievements,	no	matter	how	small.	This	reinforces	positive	behavior	and	keeps	you	motivated.Learn	from	Mistakes:
Understand	that	making	mistakes	is	a	natural	part	of	the	learning	process.	Use	them	as	learning	experiences	to	improve	your	skills.Finding	the	Right	TeacherFinding	the	right	music	teacher	is	a	critical	step	in	ensuring	a	positive	and	productive	learning	experience.	A	good	teacher	can	inspire,	guide,	and	support	you	throughout	your	musical
journey.Qualities	of	a	Good	Music	TeacherPassionate:	A	teacher	who	is	passionate	about	music	and	teaching	can	ignite	your	own	passion	for	learning.	Their	enthusiasm	can	be	contagious,	making	lessons	more	enjoyable	and	engaging.Accessible:	An	accessible	teacher	is	approachable	and	available	for	questions	and	guidance.	They	should	be	able	to
explain	concepts	clearly	and	provide	constructive	feedback.Highly	Trained:	Look	for	teachers	with	strong	credentials	and	experience.	Craft	Music’s	hand-picked	teachers	are	not	only	skilled	musicians	but	also	trained	educators	who	know	how	to	adapt	their	teaching	methods	to	suit	individual	students.How	Craft	Music	Hand-Picks	Its
TeachersRigorous	Selection	Process:	Craft	Music	employs	a	thorough	selection	process	to	ensure	that	only	the	best	teachers	are	chosen.	This	includes	evaluating	their	musical	skills,	teaching	experience,	and	ability	to	connect	with	students.Continuous	Professional	Development:	Our	teachers	are	encouraged	to	engage	in	ongoing	professional
development	to	stay	updated	with	the	latest	teaching	techniques	and	musical	trends.Student	Feedback:	We	value	feedback	from	our	students	and	use	it	to	continuously	improve	our	teaching	standards.	Teachers	who	receive	positive	feedback	and	show	dedication	to	their	students’	growth	are	highly	valued.Tips	for	Evaluating	and	Choosing	a
TeacherTrial	Lessons:	Take	advantage	of	trial	lessons	to	get	a	feel	for	the	teacher’s	style	and	approach.	This	allows	you	to	see	if	you’re	comfortable	with	their	teaching	methods.Ask	Questions:	Don’t	hesitate	to	ask	potential	teachers	about	their	experience,	teaching	philosophy,	and	how	they	handle	challenges.	This	can	give	you	insight	into	whether
they’re	the	right	fit	for	you.Check	Reviews	and	Testimonials:	Look	for	reviews	or	testimonials	from	other	students.	Positive	feedback	from	current	or	former	students	can	be	a	good	indicator	of	a	teacher’s	effectiveness.Creating	a	Practice	RoutineEstablishing	a	consistent	and	effective	practice	routine	is	key	to	making	progress	in	your	musical	journey.
Regular	practice	helps	reinforce	skills,	build	muscle	memory,	and	keep	you	engaged	with	your	instrument.Importance	of	Consistent	PracticeSkill	Development:	Consistency	is	crucial	for	developing	and	refining	your	musical	skills.	Regular	practice	helps	you	build	and	maintain	the	muscle	memory	needed	to	play	your	instrument	proficiently.Progress
Tracking:	A	consistent	practice	schedule	allows	you	to	track	your	progress	more	effectively.	You	can	set	and	achieve	milestones,	which	keeps	you	motivated	and	focused	on	your	goals.Retention:	Regular	practice	ensures	that	you	retain	what	you’ve	learned	and	continue	to	build	on	your	knowledge.	Inconsistent	practice	can	lead	to	forgetting
techniques	and	having	to	relearn	skills.Tips	for	Integrating	Practice	into	a	Daily	RoutineSet	Specific	Times:	Dedicate	specific	times	each	day	for	practice.	Treat	it	like	an	important	appointment	that	you	can’t	miss.Start	Small:	Especially	for	beginners,	it’s	important	to	start	with	manageable	practice	sessions.	Even	15-20	minutes	a	day	can	make	a
significant	difference.Create	a	Comfortable	Space:	Set	up	a	practice	area	that	is	free	from	distractions	and	comfortable	to	use.	Ensure	your	instrument	is	easily	accessible.How	to	Make	Practice	Enjoyable	and	ProductiveVariety:	Mix	up	your	practice	sessions	with	different	activities,	such	as	warm-ups,	playing	pieces,	improvisation,	and	theory	work.
This	keeps	practice	interesting	and	engaging.Use	Tools	and	Technology:	Utilize	metronomes,	tuners,	and	music	apps	to	aid	your	practice.	Recording	your	sessions	can	also	help	you	track	progress	and	identify	areas	for	improvement.Set	Challenges:	Challenge	yourself	with	new	pieces,	faster	tempos,	or	different	styles.	This	keeps	practice	exciting	and
pushes	you	to	grow.Overcoming	Common	ChallengesStarting	music	lessons	can	come	with	its	fair	share	of	challenges.	Recognizing	and	addressing	these	challenges	early	on	can	help	you	stay	motivated	and	on	track.Addressing	Common	Beginner	Frustrations	and	ObstaclesInitial	Difficulty:	It’s	common	for	beginners	to	feel	overwhelmed	by	the
complexity	of	learning	an	instrument.	Remember	that	everyone	starts	somewhere,	and	progress	comes	with	time	and	practice.Plateaus:	Hitting	a	plateau	where	progress	seems	to	stall	can	be	discouraging.	Try	to	vary	your	practice	routine	or	take	on	new	challenges	to	push	through	these	periods.Physical	Discomfort:	Some	instruments	require
developing	specific	muscle	groups	or	calluses,	which	can	be	uncomfortable	at	first.	Proper	technique	and	gradual	practice	can	help	mitigate	this.Strategies	for	Staying	MotivatedSet	Clear	Goals:	Having	clear,	achievable	goals	gives	you	something	to	strive	for	and	helps	measure	your	progress.Celebrate	Small	Wins:	Acknowledge	and	celebrate	small
milestones,	whether	it’s	mastering	a	difficult	passage	or	completing	a	piece.Find	Inspiration:	Listen	to	your	favorite	music,	attend	concerts,	or	watch	performances	to	stay	inspired	and	remind	yourself	why	you	love	music.Importance	of	Patience	and	PerseveranceAccepting	Mistakes:	Understand	that	making	mistakes	is	part	of	the	learning	process.
Use	them	as	opportunities	to	learn	and	improve.Persistence:	Keep	a	positive	attitude	and	stay	committed,	even	when	progress	feels	slow.	Persistence	is	key	to	overcoming	challenges	and	achieving	your	goals.Support	System:	Engage	with	fellow	students,	join	music	groups,	or	find	a	practice	buddy.	A	support	system	can	provide	encouragement	and
make	the	journey	more	enjoyable.The	Role	of	Parents	and	FamilyParents	and	family	play	a	crucial	role	in	supporting	a	beginner’s	musical	journey.	Their	encouragement	and	involvement	can	make	a	significant	difference	in	the	student’s	progress	and	enjoyment	of	learning	music.How	Family	Can	Support	a	Beginner’s	Musical	JourneyEncouragement:
Regularly	show	interest	and	enthusiasm	in	the	student’s	progress.	Celebrate	their	achievements	and	provide	positive	reinforcement.Active	Involvement:	Attend	lessons,	practice	sessions,	and	performances	when	possible.	Your	presence	and	involvement	can	boost	the	student’s	confidence	and	motivation.Providing	Resources:	Ensure	that	the	student
has	the	necessary	resources,	such	as	a	suitable	instrument,	practice	space,	and	learning	materials.	This	helps	create	an	optimal	learning	environment.Encouraging	Practice	and	Celebrating	ProgressSet	Practice	Goals:	Help	the	student	set	realistic	practice	goals	and	create	a	structured	practice	schedule.	This	establishes	a	routine	and	encourages
consistent	practice.Monitor	Progress:	Keep	track	of	the	student’s	progress	and	provide	feedback.	Regularly	reviewing	what	they’ve	learned	reinforces	their	skills	and	highlights	areas	for	improvement.Celebrate	Achievements:	Celebrate	milestones	and	achievements,	no	matter	how	small.	This	reinforces	positive	behavior	and	keeps	the	student
motivated.Creating	a	Positive	and	Supportive	Learning	EnvironmentEliminate	Distractions:	Create	a	practice	area	that	is	free	from	distractions.	A	quiet	and	comfortable	space	can	significantly	enhance	the	quality	of	practice	sessions.Encourage	Open	Communication:	Maintain	open	communication	with	the	student	and	their	teacher.	This	ensures	that
any	concerns	or	challenges	are	addressed	promptly.Foster	a	Love	for	Music:	Encourage	the	student	to	explore	different	genres	and	styles	of	music.	A	love	for	music	nurtures	intrinsic	motivation	and	a	lifelong	appreciation	for	the	art	form.Craft	Music’s	Approach	to	Teaching	BeginnersCraft	Music	takes	pride	in	offering	a	personalized	and
comprehensive	approach	to	teaching	beginners.	Our	methods	are	designed	to	ensure	that	each	student	receives	the	best	possible	start	to	their	musical	journey.Overview	of	Craft	Music’s	Tailored	Lessons	for	BeginnersPersonalized	Curriculum:	We	understand	that	each	student	is	unique,	with	different	interests,	abilities,	and	learning	styles.	Our
lessons	are	tailored	to	meet	individual	needs,	ensuring	that	students	stay	engaged	and	motivated.Progressive	Learning:	Our	curriculum	is	structured	to	provide	a	clear	progression	path.	Students	start	with	fundamental	skills	and	gradually	move	on	to	more	complex	techniques	and	pieces	as	they	advance.Focus	on	Fundamentals:	We	emphasize	the
importance	of	a	strong	foundation	in	music	theory,	technique,	and	reading	music.	These	fundamentals	are	essential	for	long-term	success	and	versatility	in	playing	any	instrument.Success	Stories	and	Testimonials	from	Students	of	All	AgesDiverse	Student	Base:	We	teach	students	of	all	ages,	from	young	children	to	adults	and	seniors.	Our	inclusive
approach	ensures	that	everyone	can	benefit	from	the	joy	of	learning	music.Student	Achievements:	Share	inspiring	stories	of	students	who	have	made	significant	progress,	overcome	challenges,	and	achieved	their	musical	goals.	Testimonials	highlight	the	positive	impact	of	our	teaching	methods	and	the	supportive	environment	at	Craft
Music.Community	and	Performances:	Craft	Music	fosters	a	sense	of	community	among	students.	We	regularly	organize	recitals	and	performances,	providing	students	with	opportunities	to	showcase	their	talents	and	gain	confidence	in	a	supportive	setting.Invitation	to	Start	a	Musical	Journey	with	Craft	MusicWelcoming	Environment:	Craft	Music
offers	a	welcoming	and	nurturing	environment	where	beginners	can	feel	comfortable	and	excited	about	learning	music.Expert	Teachers:	Our	highly	trained	and	passionate	teachers	are	dedicated	to	helping	students	succeed.	They	provide	guidance,	support,	and	inspiration	every	step	of	the	way.Get	Started:	Encourage	readers	to	take	the	first	step	in
their	musical	journey	by	contacting	Craft	Music.	Provide	information	on	how	to	schedule	a	trial	lesson	or	consultation	to	discuss	their	interests	and	goals.Learning	music	at	any	age	can	be	a	deeply	rewarding	experience,	offering	countless	benefits	that	enhance	cognitive,	emotional,	and	social	well-being.	At	Craft	Music,	we	are	dedicated	to	helping	you
start	and	succeed	on	your	musical	journey,	no	matter	your	age	or	skill	level.Recap	of	Key	PointsBenefits	of	Learning	Music:	From	cognitive	improvements	and	emotional	expression	to	building	social	connections,	the	advantages	of	learning	music	are	extensive	and	impactful.Choosing	the	Right	Instrument:	Personal	interest,	physical	capability,	and
musical	goals	are	essential	factors	in	selecting	an	instrument	that	you’ll	enjoy	and	excel	at.Setting	Realistic	Goals:	Establishing	short-term	and	long-term	goals	helps	maintain	motivation	and	track	progress	effectively.Finding	the	Right	Teacher:	A	passionate,	accessible,	and	highly	trained	teacher	is	crucial	for	a	positive	learning	experience.Creating	a
Practice	Routine:	Consistent	and	structured	practice	is	key	to	developing	and	refining	your	musical	skills.Overcoming	Challenges:	Recognizing	and	addressing	common	obstacles,	staying	motivated,	and	having	a	supportive	environment	are	vital	for	success.Family	Support:	Parents	and	family	play	a	significant	role	in	encouraging	practice,	celebrating
progress,	and	creating	a	positive	learning	atmosphere.Craft	Music’s	Approach:	Our	personalized	lessons,	expert	teachers,	and	supportive	community	provide	an	optimal	environment	for	beginners	to	thrive.Encouragement	to	Start	Music	Lessons	Regardless	of	AgeMusic	has	the	power	to	transform	lives,	and	it’s	never	too	late	to	start.	Whether	you’re	a
child,	a	teenager,	an	adult,	or	a	senior,	beginning	music	lessons	can	bring	joy,	fulfillment,	and	personal	growth.	At	Craft	Music,	we	are	here	to	be	your	partner	in	this	exciting	journey,	providing	the	guidance	and	support	you	need	to	succeed.Take	the	first	step	towards	unlocking	your	musical	potential.	Contact	Craft	Music	today	to	learn	more	about
our	lessons,	meet	our	passionate	teachers,	and	schedule	your	first	session.	We	look	forward	to	being	a	catalyst	for	your	musical	and	personal	growth!	In	this	lesson,	you'll	learn	about	pitch,	which	is	the	relative	"highness"	or	"lowness"	of	sound.	Drag	in	the	field	below	to	explore	pitch.	Please	use	a	browser	that	supports	Web	Audio	such	as	Chrome,
Safari,	Firefox,	or	Edge."}>	Some	pitches	(or	notes)	have	specific	names.	Here	are	five	common	pitches.	Please	use	a	browser	that	supports	Web	Audio	such	as	Chrome,	Safari,	Firefox,	or	Edge."}>	These	particular	five	notes	have	the	names	A,	C,	D,	E,	and	G.	‹	Previous	Next:	Make	patterns	with	pitch	›


