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Are	you	excited	to	scratch	off	your	lottery	ticket	and	potentially	claim	a	big	win?	Before	you	start	scratching,	it’s	important	to	know	where	to	find	the	13	digit	code	on	a	scratcher.	This	code	is	crucial	for	claiming	your	winnings,	so	locating	it	quickly	and	efficiently	is	essential.	In	this	article,	we	will	explore	the	common	locations	where	you	can	find	this
code	on	your	scratch-off	ticket.	By	understanding	the	components	of	scratchers	and	following	our	tips,	you’ll	be	able	to	locate	the	13	digit	code	with	ease.	Whether	it’s	on	the	front	or	back	of	the	ticket,	knowing	where	to	look	will	save	you	time	and	frustration.	So	let’s	get	started	and	make	sure	you	don’t	miss	out	on	any	potential	winnings!
Understanding	Scratchers	and	their	Components	You	can	easily	locate	the	13-digit	code	on	a	scratcher	by	examining	its	various	components.	The	code	is	usually	printed	on	the	back	of	the	scratcher,	near	the	bottom.	Look	for	a	series	of	numbers	that	are	separated	by	dashes	or	spaces.	Once	you	find	the	code,	make	sure	to	enter	it	correctly	when
redeeming	your	prize.	Remember,	this	code	is	essential	for	claiming	any	winnings	from	your	scratcher.	Common	Locations	for	the	13	Digit	Code	Look	for	the	13-digit	combination	in	various	spots	on	your	scratch-off	ticket.	Typically,	you	can	find	it	on	the	back	of	the	ticket,	near	the	bottom	or	top.	It	may	also	be	located	on	the	front	of	the	ticket,	usually
in	one	of	the	corners.	Keep	an	eye	out	for	any	additional	instructions	or	symbols	that	may	indicate	where	to	locate	the	code.	Remember	to	scratch	carefully	and	avoid	damaging	the	code	while	revealing	it.	See	also		How	Long	Does	It	Take	For	Wish	To	Deliver?Tips	for	Finding	the	Code	Quickly	and	Efficiently	When	searching	for	the	13-digit	combo,
keep	an	eye	out	for	any	additional	cues	or	symbols	that	may	guide	you	to	its	swift	discovery.	To	help	you	find	it	quickly	and	efficiently,	here	are	some	tips:	Tip	Description	Look	for	bold	numbers	They	are	often	easier	to	spot	amidst	other	information	Check	the	bottom	corners	The	code	may	be	hidden	there	Examine	scratch-off	area	Sometimes	the	code
is	revealed	when	scratched	Read	instructions	Important	details	might	be	mentioned	there	Use	a	magnifying	glass	It	can	help	you	see	small	print	more	clearly	With	these	tips	in	mind,	locating	the	13-digit	code	on	your	scratcher	should	be	a	breeze!	Importance	of	the	13	Digit	Code	for	Claiming	Winnings	Finding	the	13-digit	combo	swiftly	is	crucial	to
successfully	claim	your	winnings.	Here’s	why	it’s	important:	Time-sensitive:	The	13-digit	code	has	an	expiration	date,	so	finding	it	quickly	ensures	you	can	claim	your	prize	before	it	expires.	Verification:	The	code	acts	as	proof	of	purchase,	allowing	lottery	officials	to	confirm	that	you’re	the	rightful	winner.	Security:	Without	the	code,	anyone	could
potentially	claim	your	winnings	if	they	find	and	use	it	before	you	do.	Convenience:	Having	the	code	ready	saves	time	at	the	lottery	office,	making	the	claiming	process	smoother	and	more	efficient.	Make	sure	to	keep	track	of	that	13-digit	code	for	a	hassle-free	experience!	Buying	a	winning	scratchcard	is	great.Do	you	know	what	is	not	great?	When	the
barcode	on	your	National	Lottery	scratchcard	is	damaged	and	you	can’t	claim	your	scratchcard	win.Here’s	what	you	need	to	know	and	what	to	do	next.When	you	hand	over	your	winning	scratchcard	to	a	shopkeeper,	they	do	two	things.They	scan	the	barcode	in	the	machine,	and	then	they	type	in	the	4	digit	code	that	is	found	on	the	scratch	panel	of	the
scratchcard.This	confirms	whether	your	prize	is	a	winner	or	not	and	determines	whether	you	get	your	cash.Here’s	what	to	do	when	your	scratchcard	barcode	is	damaged.Have	you	ever	noticed	that	there’s	two	barcodes	on	the	back	of	your	scratchcard?There	is	a	reason	for	this.One	of	the	barcodes	is	the	standard	barcode	which	is	scanned	into	the	till
so	you	pay	the	right	price	–	just	like	any	other	item.The	other	barcode	is	what	is	required	when	it	comes	to	paying	out.This	barcode	and	the	4	digit	code	are	unique	and	what	identifies	which	prize	to	which	scratchcard.If	this	barcode	is	damaged,	then	you	might	have	a	problem.Sometimes,	a	bit	of	damage	isn’t	the	end	of	the	world.If	your	scratchcard	is
still	intact,	then	there’s	a	chance	that	it	is	still	scannable.Just	go	in	to	a	shop	and	ask	them	to	check	it	out	for	you.However,	sometimes	the	damage	can	be	quite	bad.If	you	have	ripped	a	large	chunk	out	of	the	barcode,	or	you	can	see	it	all,	then	that	will	be	an	issue.This	is	also	an	issue	with	water	damage	–	the	ink	gets	smudged	and	you	can’t	make	out
the	barcode.Ultimately,	this	leaves	you	with	just	one	option.The	only	way	to	solve	this	is	to	contact	National	Lottery.They	will	most	likely	ask	to	see	images,	and	you	will	probably	have	to	send	your	scratchcard	off	in	the	post	to	get	validated.You	can	contact	National	Lottery	a	few	ways.	We	recommend	contacting	them	on	twitter,	but	full	details	of	ways
you	can	contact	them	can	be	found	here.	The	excitement	of	scratching	off	a	ticket	to	reveal	if	you’re	a	winner	is	a	thrill	many	enjoy.	Besides	the	immediate	gratification	of	revealing	a	prize,	each	scratcher	ticket	contains	something	less	visible	but	equally	important:	a	validation	code.	In	this	article,	we	delve	into	what	validation	codes	are,	how	they
work,	and	why	they	matter	to	both	players	and	the	lottery	operators.	What	Are	Validation	Codes?	A	validation	code	is	a	unique	alphanumeric	sequence	assigned	to	each	scratcher	ticket	by	the	lottery.	It	serves	as	a	vital	identifier,	helping	lottery	operators	and	players	verify	the	authenticity	and	validity	of	the	ticket.	These	codes	are	usually	hidden
beneath	the	latex	scratch-off	surface,	ensuring	they	are	revealed	only	when	the	ticket	is	scratched.	These	codes	are	encrypted	in	a	way	that	allows	lottery	systems	to	quickly	verify	their	authenticity.	Some	may	indicate	the	prize	amount,	ticket	status,	or	other	relevant	information.	There	are	two	kinds	of	codes	I	refer	to:	The	bar	code:	the	cashier	will
scan	these	into	their	lottery	scanner	machine,	which	will	either	ring	bells	if	it’s	a	winner	or	do	nothing	if	a	loser.	This	machine	connects	to	the	Lottery	Commission’s	database	of	winning	tickets.	The	validation	code:	the	letters	printed	around	the	same	area	as	the	bar	code.	Many	people	online	point	out	the	“secret”	of	these	codes.	Some	websites
compThey	are	rough	translations	of	the	winning	amount,	if	that	ticket	is	a	winner.	Presumably,	this	is	also	for	a	machine	to	clearly	read	the	numbers	in	a	machine-readable	format,	not	obscured	by	font	styles	and	art	design.	This	article	on	Colorado	lottery	scratcher	codes	shows	a	list	of	codes	that	indicate	the	amount	of	the	prize.	For	example,	“OHM”
indicates	$100,000	(O	=	one,	H	=	hundred,	M	=	“milieu”	or	thousand	in	French).	But	these	codes	aren’t	always	so	comprehensible	–	you	should	always	scan	the	bar	code	to	confirm	it’s	a	winner	than	attempt	to	interpret	these	codes.	How	Do	Validation	Codes	Work?	Unique	Identifiers:	Each	scratcher	ticket	possesses	a	distinct	validation	code	that
distinguishes	it	from	others.	This	uniqueness	is	crucial	in	preventing	fraud	and	ensuring	fair	play.	Tamper-Proofing:	Validation	codes	are	hidden	under	the	scratch-off	material	to	deter	counterfeiters.	If	someone	attempts	to	alter	the	code,	the	scratcher	becomes	void,	alerting	both	the	player	and	the	lottery.	Verification	Process:	When	a	player	wins,
they	can	redeem	their	prize	by	presenting	the	scratcher	with	the	intact	validation	code.	The	lottery	retailer	or	official	can	then	scan	or	manually	input	this	code	into	the	lottery	system	for	validation.	Why	Do	Validation	Codes	Matter?	Security	and	Authenticity:	Validation	codes	play	a	critical	role	in	maintaining	the	security	and	authenticity	of	scratcher
tickets.	They	act	as	a	safeguard	against	fraudulent	activities,	ensuring	that	only	legitimate	tickets	are	redeemed.	Preventing	Counterfeits:	By	concealing	the	code	beneath	the	scratch-off	material,	counterfeiters	are	deterred	from	creating	fake	tickets.	This	protects	both	players	and	the	integrity	of	the	lottery.	Ensuring	Fair	Play:	The	use	of	validation
codes	promotes	fairness	by	guaranteeing	that	only	tickets	genuinely	issued	by	the	lottery	can	be	redeemed	for	prizes.	Does	the	Code	Tell	You	if	It’s	a	Winner?	Of	course!	That’s	the	point	of	the	code,	to	indicate	with	no	doubt	that	this	is	one	of	the	remaining	prizes.	However,	can	you	see	the	code	before	you	buy	it?	No,	usually	the	code	is	hidden	under
the	scratch-off	layer,	along	with	the	bar	code	itself.	No	clerk	would	let	you	scratch	off	the	code	before	buying.	The	story	of	a	statistician	who	spotted	a	pattern	on	the	scratchers	in	Ontario,	Canada,	published	in	Wired	in	2011,	is	often	repeated	as	“cracking	the	code”	to	the	lottery.	However,	he	spotted	a	flaw	in	the	game	design	on	the	face	of	the
scratch	game,	not	the	letter	code	itself.	Assuming	you	spotted	such	a	flaw,	you	would	have	to	convince	a	clerk	to	let	you	examine	the	tickets	–	normally	hidden	under	the	counter	–	before	buying	them.	The	best	strategy	then	is	to	buy	tickets	in	bunches,	in	a	number	statistically	offering	the	best	chance	of	buying	a	winner	without	spending	more	than
necessary.	If	It’s	Not	a	Winning	Code,	You’re	Not	a	Winner	When	you	scratch	off	all	the	little	squares	on	a	scratch	game,	you	may	find	that	hey,	this	is	a	win!	Look	at	the	line	in	bingo,	or	the	three	cherries,	or	the	matching	bells	–	this	is	a	win!	Take	it	to	the	store	and	give	it	to	the	cashier.	The	first	thing	they	will	do	is	scan	the	code	–	no	ding?	No	bling.
I	had	this	happen	to	me	once	with	a	scratcher	game	modeled	after	the	card	game	of	blackjack.	But	the	cashier	didn’t	care	how	many	times	I	pointed	out	that	hey,	this	is	technically	a	win	–	look	right	there!	These	markers	show	the	I	won	the	game	per	the	rules	of	blackjack.	No	dice	–	they	just	told	me	to	contact	the	Lottery	Commission	if	I	wanted	to
complain.	And	I	did.	I	mailed	them	the	original	ticket	(keeping	copies	for	myself),	with	a	letter	explaining	the	error,	and	an	email	saying	the	same.	But	the	Lottery’s	reply:	if	it	doesn’t	have	a	winning	barcode,	it	isn’t	a	winner.	For	example,	Arizona	scratcher	codes	are	proof	that	the	ticket	is	on	the	Arizona	Lottery’s	register	of	winning	tickets,	and	its
rules	require	that	the	code	be	validated	before	paying	out	the	prize.	See	this	excerpt	from	Arizona’s	Administrative	Code	on	the	lottery	rules:	Excerpt	from	AZ	Administrative	Code,	Title	19,	Chapter	3,	on	lottery	and	gaming	rules.	Make	Sure	the	Clerk	Scans	It	–	and	Know	How	Much	its	Worth	Unfortunately,	some	shady	store	clerks	have	attempted	to
scam	winners	out	of	their	winnings	by	claiming	the	scratch	off	ticket	wasn’t	a	winner.	In	the	case	of	a	woman	in	Massachusetts,	the	clerk	told	her	to	ignore	the	win	sound	from	the	scanner,	then	refused	to	give	back	the	ticket	–	despite	it	being	a	“losing”	ticket.	Rightly,	the	customer	pressed	her,	and	the	clerk	gave	her	the	$500	in	winnings.	Still,	the
ticket	was	actually	worth	double	that;	the	customer	wasn’t	sure	of	the	actual	prize.	In	Wisconsin,	police	took	down	a	clerk	routinely	telling	customers	the	tickets	weren’t	winners	after	supposedly	scanning	them,	then	pocketing	the	tickets	and	claiming	the	prizes	for	herself.	In	these	cases,	the	validation	code	was	proof	that	the	customer	won,	despite
the	clerks’	claims.	So	when	you	hand	over	a	scratcher	to	the	clerk:	know	how	much	it	should	be	worth,	and	don’t	ignore	the	“win”	chime	from	the	scanner.	In	Conclusion	Validation	codes	are	a	crucial	aspect	of	lottery	scratchers,	ensuring	security,	authenticity,	and	fairness.	By	revealing	these	codes	only	upon	scratching	the	ticket,	lotteries	create	a
tamper-proof	mechanism	that	protects	both	players	and	the	lottery	organization.	Understanding	the	validation	code	can	add	an	extra	layer	of	insight	into	your	scratcher	experience.	So,	the	next	time	you	scratch	off	a	lottery	ticket,	remember,	the	validation	code	hidden	beneath	holds	the	key	to	a	fair	and	thrilling	experience.	Happy	scratching	and	good
luck!	Playing	instant	scratch	off	lottery	tickets	is	a	fun	way	to	potentially	win	big	cash	prizes	or	secondary	bonuses.	These	scratch	off	tickets	come	with	a	thin	latex	coating	that	you	scratch	away	to	reveal	whether	you’ve	won	a	prize.	Lottery	tickets	are	designed	for	easy	claiming	by	using	a	barcode	scanner	to	automatically	validate	and	redeem	winning
tickets.	But	what	should	you	do	if	your	lottery	ticket	gets	damaged	and	the	barcode	is	no	longer	scannable?	Don’t	worry,	you	can	still	manually	enter	scratch	off	lottery	tickets	to	verify	and	claim	your	prize	payout.	While	not	as	fast	as	scanning	the	barcode,	manually	submitting	the	ticket	details	allows	you	to	redeem	prizes	when	the	barcode	is
unusable.	In	this	comprehensive	guide,	you	will	learn:	Common	reasons	why	you	may	need	to	manually	enter	lottery	tickets	instead	of	scanning	them	What	key	ticket	information	and	codes	are	required	to	verify	and	redeem	prizes	on	non-scannable	tickets	Step-by-step	instructions	for	manually	submitting	ticket	details	via	mobile	apps,	retailer	lottery
terminals,	lottery	websites,	or	by	mail	Tips	for	efficiently	entering	ticket	information	accurately	to	ensure	prompt	prize	payout	Let’s	get	started	on	how	to	manually	redeem	those	winning	scratch	offs!	State	lottery	scratch	off	tickets	are	designed	to	be	easily	validated	and	redeemed	by	scanning	the	barcode	printed	on	the	back	of	the	ticket	using	a
lottery	retailer’s	barcode	scanner	or	self-serve	ticket	checker.	The	barcode	contains	encrypted	information	that	allows	the	lottery	terminal	to	instantly	verify	if	the	scratch	off	is	a	winner	and	what	prize	it	has	won.	However,	there	are	some	situations	where	the	barcode	on	your	lottery	scratch	off	ticket	may	become	damaged	or	unscannable,	requiring
you	to	manually	submit	the	ticket	details	instead:	The	barcode	got	smudged	or	damaged	–	If	the	scratch	off	latex	coating	was	scraped	or	scratched	too	hard	it	can	damage	the	barcode	printed	underneath.	Even	small	scratches	can	prevent	the	barcode	from	being	read	by	scanners.	The	ticket	faded	over	time	–	If	an	old	winning	scratch	off	ticket	has
been	sitting	around	for	many	months	or	years,	it	may	have	faded	to	the	point	where	the	barcode	is	difficult	to	read.	Scratch	off	games	do	expire	so	don’t	forget	to	check	those	old	tickets!	Purchased	the	ticket	in	another	state	or	country	–	If	you	buy	a	winning	scratch	ticket	from	a	different	state	or	country	from	where	you	are	trying	to	redeem	it,	their
lottery	terminal	may	not	recognize	the	ticket’s	barcode.	Retailer’s	barcode	scanner	not	working	–	Sometimes	the	barcode	scanner	at	a	lottery	retailer	may	be	malfunctioning	and	unable	to	scan	the	ticket	even	if	the	barcode	is	fine.	Entering	non-winning	tickets	into	second	chance	contests	–	Many	scratch	off	games	run	second	chance	contests	where
you	can	submit	non-winning	tickets,	which	requires	manually	entering	ticket	codes	and	details.	In	any	of	these	situations	where	the	barcode	is	damaged	or	cannot	be	scanned,	you	will	need	to	manually	submit	the	lottery	scratch	off	ticket	details	in	order	to	redeem	your	prizes.	To	properly	verify	and	redeem	a	winning	scratch	off	lottery	ticket	through
manual	entry,	you	will	need	to	gather	a	few	key	pieces	of	information	that	are	printed	on	various	areas	of	the	ticket.	Required	details	vary	slightly	by	state	but	generally	include:	Game	Number	–	The	scratch	off	game	number,	name,	or	logo	is	printed	on	the	front	of	the	ticket.	This	specifies	which	scratch	off	game	the	ticket	is	from.	Pack	Number	–	This
6-digit	number	is	printed	on	the	back	of	the	ticket	and	identifies	the	batch	or	pack	of	scratch	offs	the	specific	ticket	came	from.	Ticket	Number	–	Unique	for	each	ticket,	this	number	is	also	on	the	back	and	used	to	identify	which	individual	ticket	it	is.	May	be	3	to	6	digits	long.	Validation	Number	–	The	main	number	used	to	verify	winners,	this	long
number	is	printed	underneath	the	scratch	off	coating	on	the	front	of	the	ticket	and	exposed	when	scratched.	Often	6	to	12	digits	long.	Security	Code	–	Typically	a	separate	3	digit	code	also	printed	under	the	scratch	off	area	on	the	front.	Provides	an	additional	verification	layer	to	confirm	valid	winning	tickets.	Having	this	key	information	allows	lottery
officials	to	look	up	the	details	of	your	specific	scratch	off	ticket	in	their	system	and	confirm	whether	it	is	a	legitimate	winning	ticket	and	the	correct	prize	amount.	The	validation	number	and	security	code	under	the	latex	coating	are	especially	important	for	verification.	If	your	scratch	off	lottery	ticket	has	an	unscannable	barcode,	here	are	the
recommended	ways	to	manually	enter	the	ticket	details	in	order	to	verify	and	redeem	your	prizes:	Most	lottery	administrations	now	offer	official	mobile	apps	where	you	can	manually	enter	ticket	details	to	redeem	prizes.	Popular	lottery	apps	include	Jackpocket	and	Lucktastic.	To	manually	redeem	a	ticket	via	mobile	app:	Download	your	state	or
territory’s	official	lottery	app	on	your	iOS	or	Android	device.	Open	the	app	and	select	the	option	to	manually	enter	ticket,	redemption,	or	prize	claim	details.	Carefully	enter	the	game	number,	pack	number,	ticket	number,	validation	number,	and	security	code	from	your	ticket.	Triple	check	for	accuracy.	Submit	the	ticket	details	and	you	will	be	notified
if	it	is	a	verified	winner.	Follow	additional	prompts	to	redeem	physical	prizes	or	claim	winnings.	If	needed,	you	may	be	instructed	to	mail	in	the	original	ticket	or	visit	a	claim	center	for	verification	and	payout.	Another	option	is	to	take	your	winning	scratch	off	ticket	directly	to	an	authorized	state	lottery	retailer,	such	as	a	convenience	store,	pharmacy,
or	gas	station	that	sells	lottery	tickets.	Politely	ask	the	clerk	if	they	can	manually	enter	the	details	of	your	damaged	ticket	into	their	lottery	terminal	to	validate	it.	Provide	them	with	the	game	number,	pack	number,	ticket	number,	validation	number,	and	security	digits	printed	on	the	front	and	back	so	they	can	manually	submit	the	details.	This	should
verify	whether	it	is	a	winning	ticket.	If	so,	they	can	assist	you	with	redeeming	the	prize.	Most	official	state	and	territory	lottery	websites	offer	a	way	to	manually	verify	and	redeem	tickets	online.	Look	for	a	“Ticket	Entry”	page	or	form	where	you	can	enter	the	details	of	your	damaged	scratch	off.	Carefully	fill	out	the	web	form	providing	the	game
number,	pack	number,	ticket	number,	validation	digits,	and	security	code.	Double	check	you	are	entering	the	information	accurately	before	submitting.	After	submitting	the	ticket	details	through	the	website,	you	will	receive	notification	if	it	is	a	verified	winner.	If	so,	follow	provided	instructions	to	redeem	winnings	either	online,	at	a	claim	center,	or
via	mail.	If	you	are	unable	to	reach	a	lottery	retailer	or	use	the	website,	as	a	last	resort	you	can	mail	the	ticket	details	to	your	lottery	administration’s	claim	center.	Write	down	all	of	the	ticket	details,	including	the	game	number,	pack	number,	ticket	number,	validation	number,	and	security	digits.	Make	sure	your	writing	is	neat	and	legible.	Make
copies	of	the	ticket	and	your	written	details	for	your	personal	records.	Mail	the	ticket	details	along	with	a	note	explaining	your	damaged	ticket	could	not	be	scanned	to	the	claim	center	via	certified	mail	with	tracking	for	proof	of	delivery.	Phone	in	advance	to	ensure	you	are	providing	the	required	information.	Be	aware	mailing	tickets	and	waiting	for
manual	processing	can	take	weeks	to	receive	your	prize.	Follow	these	tips	when	entering	lottery	scratch	off	tickets	manually	to	ensure	the	process	goes	smoothly	and	your	prizes	are	validated	and	redeemed	promptly:	Clearly	write	or	type	ticket	details	so	all	numbers	and	letters	are	legible.	Illegible	handwriting	can	lead	to	delays	verifying	tickets.
Carefully	check	that	you	have	the	validation	number	and	security	code	entered	correctly.	One	wrong	digit	will	invalidate	the	ticket.	Make	photocopies	of	your	ticket	and	claim	forms	before	mailing	anything	to	the	lottery	office	for	your	personal	records.	Understand	manual	verification	takes	more	time	than	scanning	tickets.	Allow	several	weeks	for
mailed	ticket	processing.	Call	the	lottery	office	ahead	if	mailing	tickets	to	confirm	required	information	and	delivery	instructions	specific	to	your	game.	Take	advantage	of	lottery	mobile	apps	and	websites	to	enter	ticket	details	if	possible.	Avoid	mailing	tickets	when	able.	If	allowed	in	your	state,	consider	redeeming	in	person	at	a	claim	center	after
initial	manual	verification	for	speedier	payout.	Track	your	prize	claim	status	online	via	the	lottery	website	or	mobile	app	to	follow	its	progress	after	submitting	manually.	Double	check	you	have	proper	identification	and	forms	to	claim	winnings	when	required	after	manual	verification.	While	the	manual	scratch	off	ticket	entry	process	takes	longer	than
simply	scanning	the	barcode,	it	allows	you	to	redeem	winning	tickets	with	damaged	or	unreadable	barcodes.	Be	diligent	entering	the	details	accurately	for	smooth	sailing!	Many	lottery	scratch	off	games	offer	second	chance	contests	allowing	you	to	enter	non-winning	tickets	online	to	potentially	win	other	prizes.	These	contests	allow	you	to	submit
losing	scratch	offs	for	a	chance	to	win	second-tier	prizes	like	vacations,	cars,	gift	cards,	or	entries	into	grand	prize	drawings.	They	essentially	give	non-winners	another	opportunity	to	win	a	prize.	To	enter	a	second	chance	scratch	off	promotion,	you	will	need	to	manually	enter	details	from	your	losing	tickets	into	the	contest	website	rather	than
scanning	them.	Here	are	some	tips	for	manually	submitting	tickets	to	second	chance	contests:	Carefully	read	the	contest	rules	to	determine	what	ticket	details	need	to	be	entered,	such	as	game	number,	ticket	number,	validation	number,	etc.	Double	and	triple	check	you	are	accurately	entering	the	ticket	details.	Transposed	numbers	will	make	your
entry	invalid.	Make	photocopies	of	your	tickets	before	mailing	any	originals	to	the	lottery.	Keep	Records	of	the	tickets	you	submit.	Note	the	promotion’s	entry	periods	and	deadlines.	Form	an	entry	routine	to	submit	tickets	regularly	during	the	contest	period.	Take	advantage	of	lottery	apps	and	websites	that	allow	you	to	easily	store	and	track	ticket
details	for	second	chance	entry.	Don’t	throw	away	non-winners!	Set	a	reminder	to	check	your	tickets	for	second	chance	eligibility	before	discarding.	Entering	losing	scratch	offs	into	second	chance	contests	gives	you	more	chances	to	win	prizes.	Just	be	diligent	when	manually	submitting	ticket	details	for	valid	entry.	Damaged	lottery	scratch	off	tickets
with	unreadable	barcodes	can	still	be	redeemed	by	manually	submitting	ticket	details	to	verify	prizes.	While	not	as	fast	as	scanning,	carefully	entering	the	required	information	found	on	the	front	and	back	of	the	ticket	allows	you	to	claim	winnings	from	non-scannable	tickets.	Make	use	of	official	lottery	mobile	apps,	retailer	lottery	terminals,	website
ticket	entry	forms,	or	mail	to	efficiently	enter	ticket	details.	Be	extra	diligent	to	accurately	provide	the	game	number,	pack	number,	ticket	number,	validation	number,	and	security	code.	Double	check	illegible	handwriting	before	submitting	forms	by	mail.	With	the	proper	ticket	information	entered	carefully,	manually	submitting	scratch	offs	is	a
smooth	process.	Just	redeem	tickets	promptly	before	games	expire	and	enjoy	claiming	those	prizes!	Always	rely	on	a	ticket's	barcode,	found	under	the	"Scratch	to	Cash"	area,	to	determine	if	it	is	a	winner.		Players	should	SCRATCH	to	reveal	the	barcode,	SCAN	the	ticket	using	the	Lottery's	official	mobile	app	or	a	self-service	ticket	checker	found	at	a
lottery	retailer,	and	SIGN	a	winning	ticket.	Our	self-service,	touch-screen	terminals	allow	players	to	scan	their	own	tickets	and	generate	a	cash	voucher,	or	use	their	winnings	to	purchase	more	Lottery	tickets.	Remember	to	collect	your	voucher	from	the	ticket	dispensing	area.	And,	you	can	also	sign	and	mail	your	ticket	to	the	address	found	on	the
back	and	be	paid	by	check.	For	prizes	over	$600,	please	include	a	completed	claim	form.		Learn	more	about	how	to	claim	a	prize.


