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Look up kung, Kung, kung, kung, or !Kung in Wiktionary, the free dictionary. Kung or Kiing may refer to: IKung people |Kung language Kung (Haida village), an historical village of the Haida people of the Queen Charlotte Islands of British Columbia, Canada; also Kung Indian Reserve No. 11 at the same location Kung, alternate name of Kong, Iran,
city on the Persian Gulf Kung (), first note in the Chinese pentatonic scale or do "Kung", a song by the rock band Phish Kung (comics), a supervillain from DC Comics Kung, Sila Lat, Sila Lat District, Sisaket Province, Thailand KUNG, a vehicle module Kiing Blockfloten GmbH, Swiss recorder maker Kiing (also Kueng), people with the surname Kong
(surname) or fL; Kung is a transliteration of this common Chinese and Korean surname Topics referred to by the same term This disambiguation page lists articles associated with the title Kung.If an internal link led you here, you may wish to change the link to point directly to the intended article. Retrieved from " Kung fu movies are responsible for
some of the most entertaining franchises ever made. The likes of Jackie Chan, Jet Li, Donnie Yen, Alexander Fu Sheng, and Gordon Liu have each made a multitude of noteworthy kung fu films, with some either being individual installments in a bigger series or the start of one. A propensity for sequels is something that applies to the martial arts genre
as a whole. In Thailand, Tony Jaa spearheaded one of the best martial arts franchises of all time in the form of the Ong Bak trilogy. Jean-Claude Van Damme jump-started two all-time great franchises of his own when he made Kickboxer and Bloodsport. Also worth mentioning are The Karate Kid and John Wick. Long before Hollywood developed sequel
fever, studios in Hong Kong and Taiwan had already contracted it, as evidenced by the number of follow-ups their most successful movies wound up receiving. Over time, the kung fu side of the martial arts genre has seen more than its fair share of enjoyable film franchises that spanned three, four, five, or even more installments. 10 In The Line Of
Duty In The Line Of Duty IV: Witness (1989) Donnie Yen as Captain Donnie Yan Comprising seven official movies, the In the Line of Duty series are modern-day martial arts cop films about a female detective who can use her kung fu skills to combat organized crime. Yes, Madam amounted to a great action vehicle for Michelle Yeoh, followed by a
worthy sequel that teamed the actress with Cynthia Rothrock. The series moved on without Michelle Yeoh and found a new lead (and title) when it brought in Cynthia Khan. The franchise still technically worked without Yeoh, with Khan having plenty of charm and fighting prowess to lead the series. However, it became too formulaic and many of the
films offered very little in terms of story. That said, it did produce one more great entry in the form of In the Line of Duty IV: Witness, which is arguably one of the most underrated martial arts movies of the 1980s. 9 Armour Of God Jackie Chan in Armour of God In the 1980s, Jackie Chan headlined two Hong Kong action movies in the style of the
Indiana Jones series, Armour of God and Armour of God 2: Operation Condor. As it turns out, Indiana Jones and the formula of a Jackie Chan movie make for a fun combination, as they enable the action-packed trips to exotic locations seen in the Indiana Jones franchise to adopt the signature style of Jackie Chan, complete with his devotion to doing his
own stunts. In 2013, Chan returned to the Armour of God series to make a proper third entry, Chinese Zodiac. Despite his advancing age, Chinese Zodiac went even heavier on the action as usual, even breaking records with the number of stunts it included for its star. 8 The Brave Archer Shaw Brothers, the biggest studio in the kung fu movie
industry, assembled many of its top stars for a series of three movies, beginning with The Brave Archer. Based on Louis Cha's The Legend of the Condor Heroes, The Brave Archer trilogy followed the exploits of Alexander Fu Sheng's Kwee Ceng as he meets various figures in the martial arts world, progresses in his fighting abiltiies, and crosses paths
with his secret brother. In a sense, The Brave Archer films are the kung fu movie genre's closest equivalent to The Lord of the Rings, in that they take a massive cast of characters and take them through a sprawling three-part narrative, with many getting their own arcs and cliffhangers that set up new adventures. The greatest weaknesses of The
Brave Archer movies are their lack of a fluid cast and the fact that the trilogy doesn't properly wrap up the story. Two more Brave Archer movies were made, but they - much like their predecessors - made confusing recasting decisions that hindered from easily keeping up with who was who from sequel to sequel. 7 Shaolin Temple Martial arts
superstar Jet Li had his breakout role in 1982 when he played the lead in Shaolin Temple, a kung fu movie about a young man who becomes a Shaolin monk so that he can receive training and eventually get revenge on his enemies. Filmed at the actual Shaolin Monastery, the 1983 cult classic made excellent use of Jet Li's martial arts expertise while
also weaving a memorable - albeit traditional - old-school kung fu movie narrative. After the movie, Jet Li starred in two sequels, Shaolin Temple 2: Kids from Shaolin and Shaolin Temple 3: Martial Arts of Shaolin. Both were worthwhile kung fu movies with good action and stories, but didn't deliver anything groundbreaking. Also, they weren't direct
sequels either, as both placed Jet Li in new adventures related to the Shaolin Temple. 6 Police Story Jackie Chan looks up from the seat of a car he's sitting in. By starring as Chan Ku-kai in Police Story, Jackie Chan kickstarted one of the longest martial arts movie franchises. The 1985 martial arts cop film coupled Jackie Chan's comedic antics with
some of the most breathtaking, death-defying stunts in the actor's entire career. For Police Story 2, the set pieces and stunts became even grander, with the star seemingly determined to make sure the sequel met the standards set by the original. What followed was an unforgettable pairing between Jackie Chan and Michelle Yeoh in Police Story 3:
Supercop, which was good enough to prompt a Yeoh-led spinoff in Supercop 2. Chan played Chan Ku-kai again in Police Story 4: First Strike, and despite franchises generally struggling to maintain their originality by the fourth film, the movie's non-stop action and creative stunts showed that it had yet to run out of steam. Made years later, reboots
New Police Story and Police Story 2013 brought greater emotional depth to the Police Story formula, and while it did make for a refreshing change, neither movie had quite the same level of charm as Chan's first four movies in the series. 5 The One-Armed Swordsman One of the most important martial arts movies ever made, Shaw Brothers' The One-
Armed Swordsman made waves when it put Jimmy Wang Yu in the role of a hero who loses his arm. Directed by Chang Cheh, The One-Armed Swordsman's phenomenal training sequences, revenge narrative, and action-packed finale helped set an early template for what a good martial arts movie is supposed to be. Jimmy Wang Yu returned for a
memorable sequel in Return of the One-Armed Swordsman, although it admittedly didn't live up to the extremely high expectations set by the first film. The third movie, The New One-Armed Swordsman, which was more of a reboot than a proper sequel, didn't beat out the original either, but created a likable new protagonist with David Chiang as
Wang Yu's replacement, and complimented it with an epic revenge story of its own. 4 Once Upon A Time In China Like Drunken Master, Jet Li's Once Upon a Time in China uses real-life kung fu expert Wong Fei-hung as its principal character. But rather than make its story a comedy, Jet Li's movie is more interested in delving deep into Chinese
culture and offering a more serious and heartfelt approach to the hero's journey. There's plenty of drama and great worldbuilding in the Once Upon a Time in China series, but that's not to say the action is forced to take a backseat. The elaborately crafted, wirework-reliant fight scenes rarely disappoint, with its Jet Li vs. Donnie Yen face-off in Once
Upon a Time in China II being one of the greatest fight scenes in both actors' respective careers. The franchise's signature "wire-fu" style slipped a bit in quality with the temporary exit of Jet Li for the fourth and fifth movies, but each installment delivered regardless. The series declined in overall quality after the second movie, but to be fair, it's not
easy to maintain that standard when the first two entries are considered among the best in the genre's entire history. 3 Drunken Master Characters fighting in Drunken Master with jackie chan forcing his hand under his opponens neck In 1978, Jackie Chan was launched to stardom via his starring role in Drunken Master, which brilliantly combined
comedy with martial arts action in a story that culminated in one of the greatest final showdowns in the martial arts genre. A year later, the mentor to Jackie Chan's character, Yuen Sui-tien's Sam Seed, returned for a lesser-known sequel, Dance of the Drunk Mantis. It didn't have the star that made Drunken Master a household name, but was
incredible nonetheless, thanks in large part to an exciting rematch between Yuen Siu-tien and Hwang Jang Lee, but with the latter playing a new character. It took 15 more years, but a direct sequel to the first Drunken Master finally happened, with Jackie Chan finally reprising his role as Wong Fei-hung. Drunken Master II was a rare case of a sequel
managing to surpass its already-legendary predecessor to become one of the best martial arts movies of all time. 2 The 36th Chamber Gordon Liu as Monk San Te trains in the rain in The 36th Chamber of Shaolin. Drunken Master wasn't the only martial arts masterpiece to release in 1978. Also hitting theaters that year was The 36th Chamber of
Shaolin, which, in some ways, is the quintessential old-school kung fu movie. It has all the staples of a great entry in the genre: top-notch martial arts choreography from Lau Kar-leung, an actor who makes the fight scenes believable in Gordon Liu, a well-written, revenge-driven plot, and excellent training sequences. In fact, it's various training
scenes that develop and expand San Te's abilities are the driving force of the Shaw Brothers classic. Gordon Liu returned for two more 36th Chamber movies, Disciples of the 36th Chamber and Return to the 36th Chamber, one being a direct sequel and the other a movie with loose connections to the original. In any case, both did right by their
predecessor in terms of their choreography and stories, and in turn, completed what is now the best martial arts trilogy ever made. 1 Ip Man Donnie Yen takes a fighting stance in Ip Man 2 In 2008, it would have been difficult to imagine a biopic about Bruce Lee's mentor amassing a franchise made up of what will soon be six movies (including one
spinoff), but not only has director Wilson Yip and its star, Donnie Yen, succeeding in pulling that off, but they've also made accomplished the challenging task of making each movie feel like a necessary addition to Ip Man's story. Ip Man wowed audiences upon its release via an epic standoff in which Donnie Yen's character impressively took down ten
men. Granted, the franchise hasn't been able to top that, but each subsequent release in the franchise has proven that it belongs. The series has leaned heavily on star power to give Yen's character some stellar competition for its biggest fights, whether it's Sammo Hung in Ip Man 2, Mike Tyson in Ip Man 3, or Scott Atkins in Ip Man 4. All of these
battles were fiercely competitive and excellently choreographed. The storytelling has been great as well, so much that it's exceeds the expectations for a standard martial arts film, as evidenced by the heartbreaking tale of Cheung Wing-sing's battle with cancer in Ip Man 3 and Ip Man's struggles with facing his own mortality in the fourth movie. The
IKung are one of the San peoples who live mostly on the western edge of the Kalahari desert, Ovamboland (northern Namibia and southern Angola), and Botswana. The names |Kung (IXun) and Ju are variants words for 'people’, preferably used by different IKung groups. This band level society used traditional methods of hunting and gathering for
subsistence up until the 1970s. Today, the great majority of |Kung people live in the villages of Bantu pastoralists and European ranchers. History The San, called the Bushmen by the Dutch in South Africa, were the first people we know of in the Great Rift Valley of Africa. They came under pressure from Cushites, then Nilotes, then Bantu peoples.
The non-aggressive hunter-gatherers often moved away or were absorbed by intermarriage, or more often were killed off. Some San peoples seem to be in existence now speaking the Bantu language of their dominant neighbors. Almost all remaining San peoples now live in the desert areas of southern Africa. The differences between the languages
of the 'Kung and other San indicate they have lived in their current areas for thousands of years. Bantu immigrants began coming into southwest Africa around 1000 AD. Europeans made contact with "Bushmen" peoples around AD1550. As Bantu and European people moved in, the !Kung and other San retreated further into the marginal areas.
Identity Even though there are about 50,000 !Kung in southern Africa, by some reports only about one third of them continue their traditional nomadic lifestyles. Many of them were kidnapped and made to work in people's homes and on farms. Some !Kung work on black-owned farms in Botswana. Because they are paid no wages, only food, they are
very poor. These few people are divided into scattered groups of a few hundred to a few thousand, who cannot understand each other's language. The San people are short and slim, with reddish-yellow skin and kinky hair described as "peppercorn." The !Kung call themselves zhu twa si, "the harmless people," in contrast to non-San, whom they call
zosi, "animals without hooves," meaning they are as dangerous as predator animals. The !Kung are descendants of the original inhabitants of Angola. Bantu groups began to expand into their area by 1000 AD. and easily dominated the harmless people. There are three ethno-linguistic groups called !Kung: Central !Kung of Botswana and Namibia,
the Northern !Kung of Angola and the Au//eisi, or Southern !Kung. Most references refer to the Central !Kung. However the only group actually calling themselves !Kung are the Northern !Kung. Categories used by various ethnologists and linguists are not consistent. Names of people and languages are further confused by the different local and
popular names and varieties of spelling. The others are related in language and culture, but call themselves by their language names. The general term is used by linguists and anthropologists for all these groups. They are the best-known of all Khoisan people. The word !Kung is one spelling for !X or !Kh, one of their words for people. Language
The languages of the !Kung are also referred to as !Kung. There are various names for the various forms of language spoken by the different groups. These are "click" languages, as members of the San language family. The ! represents one of the click sounds, made like the English sound some speakers use to imitate the sound of dripping water.
The people in the !Kung group speak the following languages (using the name forms used by Summer Institute of Linguistics): Kung-Ekoka, Akhoe (speech of the Aukwe, orignally thought to be a separate language, now considered a dialect of Kung-Ekoka), Kung-Gobabis, Kung-Tsumkwe and Oung. These languages, together with Vasekela and
Maligo, make up the Northern division of the southern Africa Khoisan languages. Many also speak the Tswana language and some speak English. The latter two would be used in work on farms and cities. Afrikaans is commonly spoken by many men in Namibia. Portuguese would be needed in Angola. These four languages would be the languages of
education in the respective countries. The San languages are distantly related to the languages spoken by the Khoikhoin, also called Khoi, or Hottentots. Some of the !Kung's San neighbors speak Khoi (Khoe) languages. Together these languages are called by the technical name Khoisan. Some of the unusual click sounds of these languages have
been borrowed by a group of Bantu language speakers about 300 to 500 years ago. The San languages are written in a standardized alphabet based on Latin characters with special symbols for the click sounds unique to the Khoisan languages. Some of these symbols are //, !, /. Technical materials are available to explain the sounds these symbols
represent. Political Situation The San groups are very small, nomadic groups living distantly from other peoples, even other groups of San. They have been oppressed and dispossessed by both Bantu and European immigrant groups. History even documents hunting of San people for sport. The !Kung and other San exist outside the political arena.
They have work relations with Bantu and European farmers. Some in the past generation have gone to school and entered the "mainstream" of life somewhat. Some served the South African forces in the years of the Namibian fight for independence. In the 1960's some few helped the Portuguese against the nationalist guerrillas. Customs Food is
not easy to obtain in the desert so many of the San are forced to live among the Bantu population and the Europeans of southern Africa. In the desert their basic diet is melons, seeds, nuts and antelope. The !Kung are renowned as trackers and are in demand by commercial or government interests for bush tracking. The !Kung originally had no
permanent settlements, but built simple windbreaks of saplings in a semicircle, tied together at the top and covered with grass. They practiced no agriculture and the only domestic animal was an occasional dog. Their hunting and gathering life has suffered continual encroachment. Some have entered the settled life to work on farms and in recent
years have even begun cultivating and herding cattle. Some !Kung have goats. The majority of marriages are monogamous, normally arranged by senior members of the kinship group. It is preferred to marry cousins, but there is a complicating generational naming system which can limit cousin choices by naming cousins as siblings in certain cases.
Children are actively socialized with teaching. Ridicule is used for discipline as well as corporal punishment. The !Kung no longer practice male circumcision as initiation to adulthood. Girls still have a brief initiation among the Zhu/oasi group but female circumcision is not practiced. Important events in the family or community are celebrated by
the exchange of ritual gifts. There are hereditary leaders, sometimes considered chiefs, but they have limited authority. Traditionally social order was enforced by ridicule, dispersal (forced separation) and sometimes even execution. Infractions are now handled through district councils or government courts. There was no formal military system.
The San peoples were generally pacifist, though minor skirmishes might occur. Beliefs The IKung people of southern Africa recognize a Supreme Being (Khu/Xu/Xuba/Huwa) who is the Creator and Upholder of life. Like other African High Gods, he also punishes man by means of the weather, and the Otjimpolo-IKung know him as Erob, who "knows
everything". They also have animistic and animatistic beliefs, which means they believe in both personifications and impersonal forces. For example, they recall a culture hero named Prishiboro who had a wife who was an elephant. Prishiboro's older brother tricked him into killing his wife and eating her flesh. Her herd tried to kill Prishiboro in
revenge, but his brother defeated them. Amongst The |Kung there is a strong belief in the existence of spirits of the dead (llgauwasi) who live immortally in the sky. The llgauwasi can come to the earth and interact with humans. There is no particular connection to person ancestors but the |Kung fear the llgauwasi, pray to them for sympathy and
mercy as well as call on them in anger. The IKung practice shamanism to communicate with the spirit world, and to cure what they call "Star Sickness". The communication with the spirit world is done by a natural healer entering a trance state and running through a fire, thereby chasing away bad spirits. Star Sickness is cured by laying hands on the
diseased. Nisa, a |Kung woman, reported through anthropologist Marjorie Shostak that a healer in training is given a root to help induce trance. Nisa said, "I drank it a number of times and threw up again and again. Finally, I started to tremble. People rubbed my body as I sat there feeling the effect getting stronger and stronger. ... Trance-medicine
really hurts! As you begin to trance, the n/um [power to heal] slowly heats inside you and pulls at you. It rises until it grabs your insides and takes your thoughts away." Healing rituals Healing rituals are a primary part of the |IKung culture. In the |Kung state of mind, having health is equivalent to having social harmony, meaning that relationships
within the group are stable and open between other people. Any IKung can become a healer because it "is a status accessible to all," but it is a grand aspiration of many members because of its importance.[9] Even though there is no restriction of the power, "nearly half the men and one-third of the women are acknowledged of having the power to
heal," but with the responsibility comes great pain and hardship. To become a healer, aspirants must become an apprentice and learn from older healers. Their training includes the older healer having to "go into a trance to teach the novices, rubbing their own sweat onto the pupils' centers - their bellies, backs, foreheads, and spines." "Most of the
apprentices have the intentions of becoming a healer but then become frightened or have a lack of ambition and discontinue." The IKung term for this powerful healing force is n/um. This force resides in the bellies of men and women who have gone through the training and have become a healer. Healing can be transmitted through the lkia dance
that begins at sundown and continues through the night. The lkia can be translated as "trance" which can give a physical image of a sleeping enchantment. While they dance, "in preparation for entering a trance state to effect a cure, the substance [the n/um] heats up and, boiling, travels up the healer's spine to explode with therapeutic power in the
brain." While the healers are in the trance they propel themselves in a journey to seek out the sickness and argue with the spirits. Women on the other hand have a special medicine called the gwah which starts in the stomachs and kidneys. During the Drum Dance, they enter the lkia state and the gwah travels up the spine and lodges in the neck. In
order to obtain the gwah power the women, "chop up the root of a short shrub, boil it into a tea and drink it." They do not need to drink the tea every time because the power they obtain lasts a lifetime. The community of the |Kung fully supports the healers and depends heavily on them. They have trust in the healers and the teachers to guide them
psychologically and spiritually through life. The IKung have a saying: "Healing makes their hearts happy, and a happy heart is one that reflects a sense of community."Because of their longing to keep the peace between people, their community is tranquil. Childbirth |Kung women usually experience their first menstruation at the age of 16%, their first
birth at 19% and their last birth by their late 30s. IKung women often give birth unassisted, walking away from the village camp as far as a mile during labour and bearing the child alone, delivering it into a small leaf-lined hole dug into the warm sand. The child's cord is not clamped or cut (a form of Lotus birth or umbilical nonseverance), and the
placenta is delivered and put next to the child, as guardian. Shortly thereafter, the baby-placenta is lightly covered with another large leaf, and the new mother walks a short way to verbally alert the older women of the completed birth, at which time they join the mother and child in a ritual welcoming. If a laboring woman is delayed in returning to
the village once she has left to give birth, the older women will come looking for her to assist; however, it is said to be a rare occurrence. Time between the births of children is traditionally about 3-5 years. Children are nursed for 3-5 years, ending when the mother is pregnant with another child. This long period of time between children makes
traveling long distances on foot - like to a gathering site or new settlement - easier, since fewer children require carrying and population numbers remained controlled. During times of deprivation, infanticide was permitted to preserve resources. The !Kung people do not use contraceptives and generally do not practice abstinence, yet experience low
fertility rates. Gender roles Traditionally, especially among Jul’hoansi !Kung, women generally collect plant foods and water, providing 60%-80% of the group's sustenance, while men hunt. However, these gender roles are not strict and people do all jobs as needed with little or no shame. Women generally take care of children and prepare food.
However, this does restrict them to their homes, since these activities are generally done with, or close to, others, so women can socialize and help each other. Men are also engaged in these activities. Children are raised in village groups of other children of a wide age range. Sexual activities amongst children are seen as natural play for both sexes.
IKung women often share an intimate sociability and spend many hours together discussing their lives, enjoying each other's company and children. In the short documentary film A Group of Women, !Kung women rest, talk and nurse their babies while lying in the shade of a baobab tree. This illustrates "collective mothering", where several women
support each other and share the nurturing role. Marriage Among the |Kung, marriage is the major focus of alliance formation between groups of IKung. When a woman starts to develop, she is considered ready for marriage. Every first marriage is arranged. The culture of the |Kung is "being directed at marriage itself, rather than at a specific man."
Even though it does not matter who the man is, the woman's family is looking for a specific type of man. The man should not be too much older than the woman, should preferably be unmarried rather than divorced, should be able to hunt, and should be willing to take on the responsibilities of the wife's family. The latter is because a woman's family
depends heavily on her husband's family, particularly through trade, when there are times of scarcity. On the marriage day, the tradition is the "marriage-by-capture" ceremony in which the bride is forcibly removed from her hut and presented to her groom. During the ceremony, the bride has her head covered and is carried and then laid down in the
hut while the groom is led to the hut and sits beside the door. The couple stay respectfully apart from each other and do not join the wedding festivities. After the party is over, they spend the night together and the next morning they are ceremonially rubbed with oil by the husband's mother. Marriage is generally between a man in his twenties and a
girl in her teens (14-18 years old). Newlyweds live in the same village as the wife's family so she has family support during her new life. Often, young wives return to their parents' houses to sleep until they become comfortable with their husbands. During this time, the husband will hunt for his wife's family (a form of bridewealth). If the couple never
becomes comfortable, separation is acceptable, prompted by either partner. If they do become a stable couple, they can reside with either partner's family, settling with whichever is beneficial at the time. Divorce remains possible throughout marriage. Extramarital sex is not condoned, but is equally acceptable for each spouse. Domestic violence is
prevented because villages are small and close and houses are open so that neighbors and relatives can intervene as needed. Divorce Girls who are displeased with their parents' selection may violently protest against the marriage by kicking and screaming and running away at the end of the ceremony. After she has run away, this may result in the
dissolution of the arrangement. Half of all first-time marriages end in divorce, but because it is common, the divorce process is not long. Anthropologist Marjorie Shostak generalizes that, "Everyone in the village expresses a point of view" on the marriage and if the couple should be divorced or not. After the village weighs in, they are divorced and
can live in their separate huts with their family. Relations between divorced individuals are usually quite amicable, with former partners living near one another and maintaining a cordial relationship. After a woman's first divorce, she is free to marry a man of her choosing or stay single and live on her own. Social structure and hierarchy Unlike other
complex food-foraging groups, it is unusual for the !Kung to have a chieftain or headman in a position of power over the other members. These San are not devoid of leadership, but neither are they dependent on it. San groups of the Southern Kalahari have had chieftains in the past, however, there is a somewhat complicated process to gain that
position. Chieftainship within these San groups is not a position with the greatest power, as they have the same social status as those members of "aged years". Becoming chieftain is mostly nominal, though there are some responsibilities the chieftain assumes, such as becoming the group's "logical head". This duty entails such roles as dividing up the
meat from hunters' kills; these leaders do not receive a larger portion than any other member of the village. The !Kung people have given name to the Theory of Regal and Kungic Societal Structures due to their peacefulness and egalitarian social structure. Use of kinship terms Kinship is one of the central organizing principles for societies like the
IKung. Richard Borshay Lee breaks |Kung kinship principles down into three different sets (Kinship I, Kinship II, and Kinship III or wi). Kinship I follows conventional kin terms (father, mother, brother, sister) and is based on genealogical position. Kinship II applies to name relationships, meaning that people who share the same name (kunl!a) are
treated as though they are kin of the same family and are assigned the same kinship term. This is a common occurrence as there are a limited number of IKung names. Kung names are also strictly gendered meaning that men and women cannot share the same name. Names are passed down from ancestors according to a strict set of rules, though
parents are never allowed to name their children after themselves. There is a principle of alternating generations in terms of "joking" (k”ai) and "avoidance" (kwa) relations. One's own generation and the second generation up and down are considered "joking" relations and are treated with relaxed affection. The first generations above and below one
are "avoidance" relations and are treated in a respectful and reserved manner. Every member of |IKung society fits into one of these categories, there are no neutral people. Kinship III or wi has to do with the principles of relative age status. In situations where there are two people trying to decide what kin terms to use, the older person makes the
ultimate decision. This is especially important in cultures like the |IKung as there not many status distinctions. Hunting rituals Hunting can take days of tracking, attacking, and following a wounded animal. The Jul’hoansi have rituals to prevent arrogance amongst male hunters. When a man kills an animal, he does not take it directly into the
settlement, but leaves the body and returns as if he was unsuccessful. An older man will inquire about his hunt and remark upon his failure, to which the hunter must avoid credit and accept humility. The next day, a group will go "see if some small animal was nicked by an arrow." Upon finding the animal, the hunter will be reassured of the little value
of the kill which is finally returned. Additionally, the kill may belong not to him, but to the person who gave him arrows (man or woman), who then follows rules on how to distribute the meat to everyone in the group. Upon returning from a successful hunt, if the kill is transportable, it will be brought back to the village. The |Kung promote the belief of
community well-being, and so the village elders or "those of mature years" will allot meat to the members of the group. The !Kung also believe in the betterment of their neighbors, so if the kill is too large to move or there is a surplus of meat, word will be spread to villages that are close by to come collect meat for themselves. Recent history Since the
1950s, the Jul’hoan population has increased. Cattle ranches have brought cows to their traditional lands. Cows eat the sparse vegetation which the Jul’hoansi and their game animals need, as well as dirty the Jul’hoansi water holes. This water pollution, along with the disappearance of native vegetation, has made disease more prevalent. In addition to
the problems involved in sharing water with cows, the Jul’hoansi are less mobile than in the past. The current governments of Namibia and Botswana, where the Jul’hoansi live, encourage permanent settlements with European style houses. With urban employment and industrialization, indigenous people are changing their nomadic lifestyle.
European-descended settlers have encouraged wage-paid agricultural labour, especially for men. Due to increased dependence on them and their access to wealth, men are valued more. Women, who traditionally prepared food, have taken up the preparation of millet. Millet is more difficult to process than traditional Jol’hoan foods, and therefore
women must spend more time preparing food for their household, leaving less time for employment outside the home. The changing gender roles, growing inequality between the sexes, and transformation from a wandering hunter-gatherer lifestyle to life in a village have contributed to more domestic violence, as women are more dependent on men
and increasingly restricted from outside intervention through changing housing styles and arrangements. Houses that are less open and the collection of wealth also challenges traditional sharing ideology. The |Kung also face problems since their traditional lands are sought after by cattle ranchers, wildlife reserves, and state governments. Sources:
Orville Boyd Jenkins Wikipedia.org There was a time when all humans lived as nomadic hunter-gatherers. And while many of us have since adapted to colonization, there are a few societies in the world who still practice this lifestyle today—the !Kung being one of them.Not only do they live a primitive lifestyle, they are also one of the few societies in
the world who remain a powerless culture, with men and women being equal, and having no leader. Because of this, they are said to be one of the most peaceful and stress-free societies in the entire world. The |Kung are one of the San peoples, often called "Bushmen" by the Dutch in South Africa. This band level society has used traditional methods
of hunting and gathering for sustenance, and has lived a fairly nomadic lifestyle for over 11,000 years.Aino Tuominen, Wikimedia Commons What does their name mean?The exclamation mark in their name indicated that there is an alveolar-palatal-click at the beginning of the word. The names !Kung (IXun) and Ju are variant words for '‘people’,
preferred by different |IKung groups.However, some !Kung call themselves something else.Documentary Educational Resources, Nlai, the Story of a IKung Woman (1980) What do the !Kung call themselves?The !Kung call themselves zhu twa si, which means "the harmless people," in contrast to non-San, whom they call zosi, "animals without hooves,"
meaning they are as dangerous as predator animals.This preferred name fits their gentle, non-aggressive nature.Ridiger Wenzel, Wikimedia commons What language do they speak?The |Kung language, commonly called Ju, is one of the larger click languages and belongs to the Kx’a language family, loosely categorized in the Khoisan language
group.Steve Back, Getty Images What is significant about their language?The |Kung often communicate only by high-pitched clicks when sneaking up on prey in order to stay undetected.sjorford, wikimedia commons What do they wear?Traditional !Kung typically wear minimal clothing. Some will wear small cloths over their bottoms and draped
across their chests. The cloths are made using animals hides. Sometimes, cotton materials are acquired through trade with other tribes. They sometimes adorn their bodies with beaded accessories, also acquired through trade.JOUAN/RIUS, Getty Images Where do they live?The !Kung live mostly in the Kalahari desert, Ovamboland (northern Namibia
and southern Angola), and Botswana.While the majority of them live in colonized villages today, there are still small groups who practice their traditional nomadic lifestyle in the 21st century.Daily Herald Archive, Getty Images How do they live?Traditional !Kung are nomadic hunter-gatherers. They move around based on the accessibility of their
natural resources. Typically, this means they relocate with the seasons.As a result, their homes are very basic and temporary.Andy Maano, Wikimedia Commons What are their homes like?Traditional !Kung live in small light-framed huts made of sticks, and saplings covered with grass. They are basically simple windbreaks, taking the shape of a semi-
circle, with no closed walls.Not only are these huts easy to build and take down, they also encourage group safety as they are open for all to see.Wikimedia Commons What do they eat?Food is not easy to obtain in the desert, so their options have always been limited when living nomadically. Their basic diet consists of melons, seeds, nuts, and
antelope.They build temporary settlements close to water holes.Wikimedia comons How do they acquire food?Most of their food is simply gathered from their surroundings. They do not practice agriculture or farming as they move around every few months.Hunting is a major part of their culture, and hunting rites are strictly adhered by.Documentary
Educational Resources, Nlai, the Story of a IKung Woman (1980) How do they hunt?The !Kung are renowned trackers, so they take their time while hunting. Their hunt can take several days of tracking, attacking, and then following the wounded animal.When they kill an animal, they do not take it directly back to their settlement. Instead, they leave
the body and return as if they were unsuccessful.This is part of their hunting ritual, which is meant to prevent arrogance amongst male hunters.Steve Back, Getty Images What is their hunting ritual?!Kung are big on community well-being, and humility. So, when they hunt, they never bring their kill back and boast about their success.Instead, they go
back to their settlement and remark upon their failure, avoiding taking any credit, and accepting humility.The animal is retrieved the next day—but even then, the credit for the kill does not belong to the hunter.JOUAN/RIUS, Getty Images What happens when they retrieve the animal?The day after the hunter comes back to the settlement a group will
go “see if some small animal was nicked by an arrow.” Upon finding the animal, it is taken back to the settlement and the person who gave the hunter the arrows is given credit for the kill. While the hunters are primarily men, the credit can go to either men or women.Documentary Educational Resources, Nlai, the Story of a 'Kung Woman (1980) What
happens next?After the animal is brought back to the settlement, and credit is given for the kill, the animal is butchered and the meat is distributed by the village elders.Since the !Kung are big on community well-being, leftover meat, or any kill that is too large to move, will then be given to neighboring tribes.AnandievanZyl, Wikimedia Commons
What is their social structure like?Unlike many other hunter-gatherer tribes, the !Kung do not have a chief or headman in a position of power over the other members. They practice a more egalitarian social structure, where all members are of equal status.They are not against leadership, but they are also not dependent on it. So, while they don’t
technically have a leader, they do have someone who makes certain decisions.Documentary Educational Resources, Nlai, the Story of a IKung Woman (1980) What is the “chieftain”?Not all !Kung bands have a chieftain as it is somewhat of a complicated process to gain that position. A chieftain does not have more “power” than others, instead they
assume certain responsibilities, such as dividing meat.JOUAN/RIUS, Getty Images What are their kinship principles?Kinship is one of the central organizing principles for societies like the |IKung. Their kinship principles are broken down into three different sets: Kinship I, Kinship II, and Kinship III or wi.Mopane Game Safaris, Wikimedia Commons
Kinship I and IIKinship I follows conventional kin terms (father, mother, brother, sister) and is based on genealogical position.Kinship II applies to name relationships, meaning that people who share the same name ('kunla) are treated as though they are kin of the same family and are assigned the same kinship term.Documentary Educational
Resources, Nlai, the Story of a IKung Woman (1980) Kinship III or wiKinship III or wi has to do with the principles of relative age status. In situations where there are two people trying to decide what kin terms to use, the older person makes the ultimate decision.This is especially important in cultures like the !Kung as there are not many status
distinctions.Staehler, Wikimedia Commons What are their naming customs?There are a limited number of IKung names.!Kung names are also strictly gendered meaning that men and women cannot share the same name.Names are passed down from ancestors according to a strict set of rules, though parents are never allowed to name their children
after themselves.There are also generational terms.Mopane Game Safaris, CC BY-SA 4.0 , Wikimedia Commons Alternating Generations PrincipleThere is a principle of alternating generations in terms of "joking" (k”ai) and "avoidance" (kwa) relations.One's own generation and the second generation up and down are considered "joking" relations and
are treated with relaxed affection.The first generations above and below one are "avoidance" relations and are treated in a respectful and reserved manner—basically avoiding them.Every member of IKung society fits into one of these categories, there are no neutral people.Nicolas M. Perrault, Wikimedia Commons What is marriage like?Marriage is
the major focus of alliance formation between groups of |IKung. Every first marriage is arranged, and most marriages are monogamous.The culture of the IKung is "being directed at marriage itself, rather than at a specific man." Even though it does not matter who the man is, the woman's family is looking for a specific type of man.Documentary
Educational Resources, Nlai, the Story of a IKung Woman (1980) How is the man chosen?The man chosen should not be too much older than the woman, and should preferably be unmarried rather than divorced. He should also be able to hunt, and willing to take on the responsibilities of the wife’s family.As well, in many traditional !Kung marriages,
the husband and wife are cousins.Steve Back, Getty Images What are the husband’s responsibilities in a marriage?A man must be willing to take on the responsibilities of the wife’s family upon marriage because in their culture, a woman's family depends heavily on her husband's family, particularly through trade, when there are times of
scarcity.Mopane Game Safaris, CC BY-SA 4.0 , Wikimedia Commons What age do they get married?As soon as a woman'’s body starts to develop, she is considered ready for marriage—which is typically during the early teen years.The men are usually in their twenties during their first marriage.Mopane Game Safaris, Wikimedia Commons What is the
wedding ceremony like?On the marriage day, the tradition is the "marriage-by-capture" ceremony in which the bride is forcibly removed from her hut and presented to her groom.During the ceremony, the bride has her head covered and is carried and then laid down in the hut while the groom is led to the hut and sits beside the door.The couple stay
respectfully apart from each other while an elder performs the ceremony—and also during the “reception.”Documentary Educational Resources, Nlai, the Story of a IKung Woman (1980) What is the wedding reception like?The bride and groom do not traditionally attend the wedding festivities for their own wedding. The party is meant for the
families.After the party is over, the bride and groom spend the night together and the next morning they are ceremonially rubbed with oil by the husband's mother.Mario Micklisch, Flickr What is newlywed life like?Traditionally, newlyweds live in the same village as the wife’s family so she has family support during her transition into marriage.Often,
a young wife will return to her parent’s house to sleep until she becomes comfortable with her husband.Documentary Educational Resources, Nlai, the Story of a IKung Woman (1980) Is there a dowry?The !Kung do have a form of bride wealth. During the honeymoon stage, the husband will hunt for his wife’s family, taking on the responsibilities of his
bride’s father, proving that he is deserving of their daughter.JOUAN/RIUS, Getty Images Where do they live after marriage?Once a couple becomes comfortable enough to live together, they can choose either partner’s side of the family, settling with whichever is most beneficial at the time.Hulton Archive, Getty Images Is divorce allowed?Yes. In fact,
if a man or woman never becomes comfortable with their new spouse, separation is acceptable.Divorce remains possible throughout marriage. While extramarital sex is not condoned, it is equally acceptable among both men and women.Eagle, Getty Images What if a woman does not like the man her parents chose for her?Believe it or not, there is a
simple—yet dramatic—way to handle this.Girls who are displeased with their parents' selection may violently protest against the marriage by kicking and screaming and running away at the end of the ceremony.After she has run away, this may result in the dissolution of the arrangement.Documentary Educational Resources, Nlai, the Story of a |Kung
Woman (1980) How often does this happen?Apparently, half of all first marriages end in divorce. This is likely because the first marriages are always arranged, with little say from either bride or groom.The divorce process is simple, though.Andy Maano, CC BY-SA 4.0 , Wikimedia Commons What is the divorce process?Traditionally, when a divorce is
proposed, everyone in the village offers their opinion on whether or not the marriage should continue.After a consensus is reached—usually everyone just agrees to let them go their separate ways—the couple simply returns to their family’s huts and are no longer considered married.David Turnley, Getty Images What happens after the divorce?After a
divorce, the couple usually stay friendly and live close to each other, especially if they have children.A divorced woman is then free to marry someone of her own choosing, or she can choose to stay single and live on her own.In fact, this is the only way a woman is allowed to live on her own. Which may explain why half of all first (arranged) marriages
end in divorce.Lisa Gray, CC BY 2.0, Wikimedia Commons What are the typical gender roles of |Kung women?Traditionally, !Kung women generally collect plant foods and water, prepare food, and take care of children.Most of their responsibilities are done close to home so women can socialize and help each other. !Kung women enjoy each other’s
company and like to socialize a lot.Alwynvanzyl, Wikimedia commons What are the typical gender roles of !Kung men?!Kung men are mostly responsibly for hunting and building. However, they also partake in food preparation and caring for children, as well as many household duties.Aside from hunting, most village responsibilities are done by
everyone equally.Andy Maano, CC BY-SA 4.0, Wikimedia Commons What is childbirth like?!Kung women typically have children when they are between the ages of 19-35.They give birth unassisted, walking away from the village camp as far as a mile during labor and bearing the child alone, delivering it into a small leaf-lined hole dug into the warm
sand.After the placenta is delivered, it is kept attached to the baby and a larger leaf is placed over both baby and placenta. The mother then walks away to alert the elder women of the completed birth, and they join her for a celebration.Mopane Game Safaris, CC BY-SA 4.0, Wikimedia Commons What if there was a birth complication?Generally, most
!Kung births happen without complications. But, if an elder !Kung woman notices that a birthing mother has been gone longer than expected, she will go and find her and assist however she can.Documentary Educational Resources, Nlai, the Story of a IKung Woman (1980) How are children planned?Time between births is traditionally 3-5 years. This
is also about the length of time a mother will nurse her baby. Usually, nursing stops when she becomes pregnant with her next child.This is specifically planned as it is easier to travel with less infants to carry. This also helps with population control—which is something that was necessary due to limited resources.Mopane Game Safaris, CC BY-SA 4.0,
Wikimedia Commons What happened when they did not have enough resources for the whole tribe?Unfortunately, during times of deprivation, infanticide was practiced to preserve resources. Though it is said that this was often a last resort, and the mothers often offered to go without food before giving up their babies.Mopane Game Safaris, CC BY-
SA 4.0, Wikimedia Commons Do they practice birth control?Not exactly. The !Kung do not use any sort of contraceptives and they also do not practice abstinence.However, it is said that a higher body fat percentage increases chances of ovulation. So, when a mother is nursing her baby, her body fat percentage lowers and therefore she is less likely to
become pregnant. If a woman does not want a baby, she will maintain a lower body weight.Julia Grahl, Wikimedia commons How are children raised?Children are raised in village groups of other children of a wide age range. The settled !Kung group their children by gender and age, but the nomadic !Kung allow all children to group together in a non-
competitive environment.The mothers typically raise their children together with other mothers as a group, relying on each other for help and guidance.Riidiger Wenzel, Wikimedia Commons How do they take care of their health?Traditional nomadic !Kung don’t have to worry as much about outside diseases as they are not often subjected to anything
outside of their norm. This doesn’t mean they don’t get sick though.ewirz, Wikimedia Commons What do they do when someone is sick?Healing rituals are a primary part of the !Kung culture. In the |Kung state of mind, having health is equivalent to having social harmony, meaning that relationships within the group are stable and open between other
people.Kgara Kevin Rack, CC BY-SA 4.0, Wikimedia Commons Do they have healers?Yes. In fact, any !Kung can become a healer because it “is a status accessible to all," and it is a grand aspiration of many members because of its importance.Nearly half the men and one-third of the women are acknowledged of having the power to heal—but with the
responsibility comes great pain and hardship.Kgara Kevin Rack, CC BY-SA 4.0 , Wikimedia Commons How does one become a healer?To become a healer, candidates must become an apprentice and learn from older healers. Their training includes the older healer having to "go into a trance” to teach the beginners, and then rubbing their own sweat
onto the pupils' centers—their bellies, backs, foreheads, and spines.This training often scares most candidates and they end up changing their minds.JOUAN/RIUS, Getty Images What do they call their healing force?Their powerful healing force is called nlum. It is believed that this force resides in the bellies of the men and women who have
completed the training and become a healer.They heal others through a !'kia dance that takes place during the night. The dance is said to “heat up” the healing powers within them so they can transfer it to the sick person.But this is where the pain happens.Documentary Educational Resources, Nlai, the Story of a IKung Woman (1980) How is it
painful?When a healer is doing the dance, they are essentially inducing a “trance,” which is often accompanied by drinking a tea made of roots. This tea is said to make some healers vomit.It is said that the drink makes them sick and also causes a burning feeling in their stomach. However, this is what they believe is the “powerful force” that
heals.JOUAN/RIUS, Getty Images How important are the healers?The !Kung community places a lot of trust and dependence on the healers as they rely heavily on them for physical, psychological and spiritual healing.The |Kung have a saying: "Healing makes their hearts happy, and a happy heart is one that reflects a sense of community."Because of
their longing to keep the peace between people, their community is tranquil. JOUAN/RIUS, Getty Images What are their beliefs?The !Kung recognize a Supreme Being they call IXu, who is the Creator and Upholder of life. Like other African High Gods, he also punishes man using the weather (storms, droughts, etc.)They also have animistic and
animatistic beliefs, which means they believe in both personifications and impersonal forces.JOUAN/RIUS, Getty Images Do they believe in spirits?The !Kung have a strong believe in the existence of spirits of the dead (llgauwasi) who live immortally in the sky and can come to earth and interact with humans.There is no particular connection to
personal ancestors but the IKung fear the llgauwasi, pray to them for sympathy and mercy as well as call on them in anger.Alwynvanzyl, CC BY-SA 4.0 , Wikimedia Commons Why have most !Kung settled in permanent villages?Many !Kung bands have become more and more colonized since the 1970s—however, not by choice.Since the 1950s, cattle
ranches have brought cows to the !Kung’s traditional lands, which then eat the sparse vegetation and dirty the water holes.As a result, the !Kung have limited space left to find natural vegetation and hunt for small game.Not only does this limit their food and water, it also introduced disease.Alwynvanzyl, CC BY-SA 4.0, Wikimedia Commons How did
they set up permanent settlements?The governments of Namibia and Botswana recognized the need for assistance and built permanent settlements with European style houses for the !Kung and other indigenous tribes of the area.Farm labor jobs were offered to the !Kung men, introducing small wages and more trade options.Documentary
Educational Resources, Nlai, the Story of a IKung Woman (1980) How did permanent settlements change their traditional lifestyle?Aside from having permanent housing, the biggest change in the !Kung community came in terms of gender roles. While traditional nomadic !Kung have fewer specified gender roles and a more equal society, the settled
!Kung now have specific gender roles that divide the community.Shikoha Tautiko, CC BY-SA 4.0, Wikimedia Commons How do gender roles affect the community?This is said to greatly reduce harmony and peace within the community, and is one of the biggest reasons why some !Kung choose to keep to their traditional lifestyle, even without the
modern amenities.Documentary Educational Resources, Nlai, the Story of a IKung Woman (1980) What is the fate of their future?Traditional nomadic !Kung today may have avoided settlement thus far, but it may not be long before they are without a choice. Their lands are still being sought after by cattle ranches, wildlife reserves, and state
governments. As their food supply dwindles and their safety becomes compromised, they are slowly losing their freedom of choice.The settled !Kung are not any better off either. They are currently seeing an increase in domestic violence, disease, and alcohol consumption.Frans-Banja Mulder, Wikimedia Commons Final ThoughtsWhile the majority of
IKung people live in settlements today, there is still a small number of bands that continue to live their traditional nomadic, hunter-gatherer lifestyle. Though with land encroachments becoming more prevalent, the !Kung, along with many other Indigenous peoples are at risk of losing their land, along with their sense of identity.In order to preserve
this unique culture, land preservation and protection is needed, and forced colonization must come to an end.Alwynvanzyl, CC BY-SA 4.0, Wikimedia Commons The Kung people are known for their rich cultural traditions, especially their spiritual beliefs and practices. They worship a Supreme Being, Xu, who is regarded as the Creator and Sustainer of
life. Like many African cultures, the IKung believe that the deity can influence the world through natural forces, such as weather. The Otjimpolo-IKung subgroup refers to this deity as Erob, who is said to possess all knowledge.Their spiritual beliefs also include animistic and animatistic elements, where both personal spirits and impersonal forces are
acknowledged. One notable figure in |Kung mythology is Prishiboro, a culture hero whose wife was an elephant. After his brother tricked him into killing her, the elephant herd sought revenge. This myth is just one example of how the |IKung incorporate animals and nature into their storytelling and belief systems.The Kung also have a strong belief in
the existence of llgauwasi, spirits of the dead who live in the sky. These spirits are thought to interact with the living, and the IKung both fear and revere them. To communicate with the spirit world, the Kung practice shamanism, with healers entering trance states to cure illnesses and seek guidance from the spirits.Overall, the Kung are a people
deeply connected to their environment and spirituality, with a culture shaped by centuries of traditions and beliefs.
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