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For	most	of	us,	the	idea	of	carrying	loose	change	in	our	pockets	has	moved	from	being	handy	for	parking	to	an	annoyance	that	makes	you	only	want	to	use	your	card.	However,	that	change	takes	on	a	whole	new	meaning	when	you	consider	that	some	of	the	best	rare	Australian	coins	in	Australian	history	are	both	collectible	and	highly	valuable.	The
coin-collecting	market	has	been	hot	in	recent	years	but	has	been	supercharged	following	the	passing	of	Queen	Elizabeth	II	in	2022,	with	several	coins	from	the	Royal	Australian	Mint	that	celebrated	her	Coronation	and	Platinum	Jubilee	skyrocketing	in	value.	With	the	coronation	of	King	Charles	III	in	May	of	2023	and	the	updated	currency	entering
circulation,	rare	Australian	coins	depicting	Queen	Elizabeth	II	have	continued	to	rise	in	value,	while	the	first	coins	depicting	King	Charles	III	have	established	an	entirely	new	collecting	market.	One	of	the	other	drivers	of	the	increase	in	interest	in	coin	collecting	has	been	a	Perth	teacher	by	the	name	of	Joel	Kandiah,	who	has	amassed	a	huge	following
of	more	than	130,000	followers	on	TikTok	(@thehistoryofmoney)	and	82,000	followers	on	Instagram	(@thehistoryof_money).	As	a	confessed	numismatist	and	coin-noodler,	hes	been	collecting	coins	for	nearly	three	decades	and	has	taken	to	the	platforms	to	educate	his	followers	on	the	intricacies	of	collecting	coins	and	the	most	valuable	coins	to	look
out	for.	RELATED:	Paul	Allens	Art	Collection	Has	Sold	For	A	Record-Breaking	$2.4	Billion	Image	credit:	pirate.australiacoins.org	Jump	To:	Why	Its	Special:	The	Australian	1930	Proof	Penny	has	the	record	for	Australias	most	expensive	coin	in	history,	with	examples	often	achieving	tens	or	hundreds	of	thousands	of	dollars	when	sold.	Its	highly
desirable	among	coin	collectors	thanks	to	its	excellent	finish	and	sharp	details,	while	also	being	extremely	rare.	A	Sydney	collector	is	reported	to	have	paid$1.15	million	in	2019for	a	1930	Proof	Penny	the	highest	ever	paid	for	an	Australian	coin	while	other	sales	of	non-proof	examples	are	currently	selling	for	high	five	figures.	Mintage:	1,500	according
to	some	expert	estimates;	however,	the	Melbourne	Mints	official	record	claims	just	6	examples	ever	struck	Market	Price:	$19,000	to	$320,000	depending	on	condition	Why	Its	Special:	The	Australian	1852	Adelaide	Type	II	Pound	was	the	first	gold	coin	officially	produced	in	Australia	and	struck	during	the	gold	rush	at	the	Adelaide	Assay	Office.	Due	to
the	gold	rush,	it	was	issued	as	a	critical	form	of	standardised	gold	currency,	cementing	its	place	in	Australian	numismatic	history.	Its	production	run	was	already	small,	but	examples	were	melted	down	for	bullion,	making	strong	examples	today	very	uncommon	and	coveted	among	collectors.	Mintage:	250	Market	Price:	$17,000	to	$40,000,	depending
on	condition	Why	Its	Special:	The	1927	Proof	Canberra	Florin	was	Australias	first-ever	commemorative	coin,	and	just	400	were	ever	struck	during	its	single	year	of	production.	Many	of	the	1927	Proof	Canberra	Florin	coins	were	given	to	dignitaries	and	officials	when	they	were	made,	which,	combined	with	the	poor	condition	many	have	survived	in,
makes	for	a	very	small	market	of	high-grade	examples	available	today.	The	scarcity	and	the	historical	importance	of	1927	Proof	Canberra	Florin	coins	make	them	highly	sought	after	and	extremely	valuable	today.	Mintage:	400	Market	Price:	$10,000	to	$30,000,	depending	on	condition	Why	Its	Special:	The	1918-P	George	V	Gold	Half	Sovereign	was
the	last	half	sovereign	ever	produced	in	Australia,	marking	the	end	of	an	era	in	the	nations	gold	coinage.	By	1918,	the	use	of	half	sovereigns	had	declined,	and	most	gold	coins	were	melted	down	for	bullion,	resulting	in	an	extremely	small	number	of	examples	that	remain	in	collectible	condition.	Mintage:	200-300	(expert	estimates)	Market	Price:
$6,000	to	$20,000,	depending	on	condition	Why	Its	Special:	The	1923	Half-Penny	is	sought-after	thanks	to	its	low	mintage,	as	one	of	the	scarcest	predecimal	coins	in	Australian	history.	Examples	were	struck	at	the	Melbourne	Mint	using	a	single	working	die	and	entered	circulation	without	a	special	record,	making	high-grade	examples	extremely	hard
to	find	and	valuable.	Mintage:	15,000	Market	Price:	$2,000	to	$75,000,	depending	on	condition	Why	Its	Special:	Youve	probably	seen	one	of	these	red	poppy	coins	before,	as	a	two-dollar	coin	with	a	flash	of	red	on	its	surface	that	was	released	to	commemorate	Remembrance	Day.	Released	in	two	versions,	both	without	a	mintmark	and	with	a	C
mintmark,	the	circulation	of	the	red	poppy	coin	was	never	very	large,	making	folks	hot	for	these	two-dollar	coins.	Mintage:	503,000	Market	Price:	They	are	selling	for	between	$150	and	$370.	Mr	Kandiah	explained	in	an	interview.	Why	Its	Special:	The	2013	Purple	Coronation	2-dollar	coin	was	the	very	first	time	that	the	Royal	Australian	Mint	released
a	coloured	coin,	with	a	distinct	purple	stripe	on	its	surface.	These	rare	coins	have	also	seen	an	absolutely	crazy	jump	in	interest	following	the	Queens	passing,	with	the	two	coins	weve	just	mentioned	enjoying	a	hefty	combined	price.	Mintage:	995,000	Market	Price:	Its	value	has	shot	up	to	$75	to	$180,	Kandiah	said	in	the	same	interview.	Why	Its
Special:	This	coin	was	made	to	commemorate	the	centenary	of	the	landing	at	Gallipoli,	says	Kandiah	in	a	post.	This	coin	is	full	of	powerful	imagery,	with	LEST	WE	FORGET	in	the	middle,	surrounded	by	a	red	circle.	Mintage:	1.46	million	Market	Price:	$20	to	$50	Image	credit:	australian-coins.com	Why	Its	Special:	In	a	break	from	coins	linked
specifically	to	the	Royal	Family,	another	corner	of	collecting	rare	currency	is	what	is	known	as	double-struck	coins,	where	the	coin	has	been	stamped	twice.	Because	of	the	rarity	of	these	coins	slipping	through	the	Mints	control	processes,	they	command	a	hefty	price.	Mintage:	Unknown,	but	very	rare.	Market	Price:	Up	to	$3,000	Image	credit:
thepurplepenny.com	Why	Its	Special:	A	batch	of	$1	dollar	coins	from	the	year	2000	had	been	mistakenly	produced	using	the	incorrect	obverse	die	(the	heads	side)	and	subsequently	entered	circulation,	says	Kandiah	in	an	Instagram	post.	Astonishingly,	this	error	went	unnoticed	for	a	year	or	two.	Distinguishing	a	2000	$1	/	10	cent	mule	from	a	regular
$1	coin	is	relatively	straightforward.	The	smaller	10-cent	die	results	in	a	pronounced	double	rim	around	the	obverse	of	the	coin.	Mintage:	Estimated	between	6,000	and	7,000.	Market	Price:	$300	to	$3,500	Image	credit:	aussiecoinsdirect.com.au	Why	Its	Special:	Designed	by	Elizabeth	Robinson	and	Wojciech	Pietranik,	this	coin	was	released	in	an
uncirculated	pack	of	six	coins	and	is	made	special	thanks	to	the	blue	and	red	colours	printed	across	the	map	of	Australia.	It	is	a	very	common	coin,	with	34	million	of	them	minted;	however,	there	is	a	coloured	version	in	the	mint	proof	set,	explains	Kandiah	in	a	video.	Mintage:	39,513	(34	million	of	the	non-coloured	version)	Market	Price:	$80	to	$460
Why	Its	Special:	The2016	Changeover	$1	coinwasreleased	to	commemorate	50	yearssince	Australia	switched	to	decimal	currency,	featuring	a	regular	tails	side,	but	a	heads	side	with	a	smaller	effigy	of	the	Queen	and	a	depiction	of	the	pre-decimal	Florin.	This	is	one	of	the	rarest	$1	coins	you	can	find,	Kandiah	says,	it	was	one	of	six	commemorative
coins	(released)	to	celebrate	the	occasion.	Mintage:	540,000	Market	Price:	$10	to	135	Why	Its	Special:	Released	last	year	to	celebrate	70	years	on	the	throne	of	Queen	Elizabeth	II,	this	coin	was	uncirculated	and	originally	retailed	for	$12.50,	but	remains	one	of	the	most	collectible	new	rare	Australian	coins.	Mintage:	70,000	Market	Price:	$70	to	$100
Why	Its	Special:	To	mark	the	turn	of	the	millennium,	a	50c	coin	bearing	the	Australian	flag	was	released;	however,	while	most	had	the	central	cross	on	the	flag	raised,	a	small	number	had	the	central	cross	recessed	as	well	as	larger	and	smoother	stars.	200,000	of	those	(16.6	million	coins)	have	a	rare	error,	explained	Kandiah,	giving	you	a	good	reason
to	keep	an	eye	out	for	one.	Mintage:	200,000	(out	of	16.6	million	total)	Market	Price:	$50	to	$800	Why	Its	Special:	In	1985,	the	Royal	Mint	announced	a	new	effigy	of	the	late	Queen	Elizabeth	II,	which	was	the	second	portrait	of	the	Queen	to	be	featured	on	an	Australian	50c	coin.	It	was	produced	in	a	low	mintage,	making	it	both	historically	important
and	the	rarest	50c	coin.	Mintage:	1,000,000	Market	Price:	$10	to	$30	Why	Its	Special:	This	remarkable-looking	coin	was	released	in	2012	as	part	of	a	Six	Coin	Uncirculated	Setand	features	colours	on	the	Australian	coat	of	arms.	This	is	one	of	the	most	valuable	50c	coins	to	exist,	says	Kandiah,	describing	it	as,	an	absolutely	striking	piece	of	art.
Mintage:	58,554	(uncirculated	and	only	sold	in	Royal	Australian	Mint	collector	sets)	Market	Price:	$200	to	$300	Image	credit:	perthmint.com	Image	credit:	perthmint.com	Why	Its	Special:	This	is	one	of	the	rarest	Australian	coins	there	are,	and	one	thats	understood	to	be	very	valuable.	Turn	(a	1966	20c	coin)	over	to	the	tails	side	and	look	at	the
bottom	of	the	number	2,	says	Kandiah	in	a	post	about	the	coin.	At	the	top	of	the	base,	if	its	wavy,	youre	going	to	be	in	the	money.	As	the	decimal	currency	we	know	today	was	first	introduced	in	1966,	its	believed	the	wavy	variation	could	be	an	early	pressing	error.	Mintage:	Unknown,	but	very	rare.	Market	Price:	$180	to	$3,500	Image	credit:
thepurplepenny.com	Why	Its	Special:	A	2007	5c	coin	with	two	heads!	Unbelievable!	[Theyre]	very	hard	to	come	across	because	the	mint	processes	are	so	stringent	now,	to	find	error	coins	in	this	day	and	age	is	incredible,	explains	Kandiah	about	these	rare	coins.	If	you	spot	one,	you	could	be	in	the	money.	Mintage:	Unknown,	but	very	rare.	Market
Price:	$3,000	Why	Its	Special:	Another	set	of	rare	Australian	coins	linked	to	our	late	Monarch	is	the	Effigies	Over	Time	set,	which	includes	all	six	Australian	coins	with	different	depictions	of	the	Queens	effigy	as	it	evolved	from	1953	to	2019.	Mintage:	14,736	Market	Price:	$250	to	$1,000	Why	Its	Special:	This	uncirculated	coin	pack	was	released	in
2019	to	mark	the	50th	anniversary	of	the	famed	dodecagon-shaped	coin,	featuring	a	genuine	gold-plated	50c	coin	and	the	five	different	effigies	of	Queen	Elizabeth	II	featured	since	1969.	Each	of	the	coins	are	dated	2019,	so	its	strange	seeing	different	effigies	with	that	date,	says	Kandiah	about	the	set.	Mintage:	20,000	Market	Price:	$150	to	$500
According	to	Joel	Kandiah,	there	are	a	couple	of	rare	Australian	coins	that	didnt	deserve	to	be	brought	to	life,	as	revealed	in	a	recent	interview	on	the	Hamish	&	Andy	Podcast.	When	asked	by	Andy	Lee	which	he	thought	were	the	worst	commemorative	special	edition	coins,	he	named	two	specifically.	Why	It	Isnt	Special:	Created	to	mark	the	royal
wedding	of	Prince	William	and	Catherine	Middleton,	Royal	Australian	Mints	renowned	coin	sculptor,	Vladimir	Gottwald,	designeda	trio	of	coins	that	depicted	the	couple.	In	2011,	there	was	a	coin	to	commemorate	Catherine	and	Wills	wedding,	explained	Kandiah.	The	coin	itself	has	probably	been	derided	the	most	by	the	numismatic	community.	It
looked	nothing	like	them.	It	was	just	this	weird	outline	that	lacked	detail,	like	some	scary	ghost	kind	of	picture.	Despite	the	community	consensus	on	the	coin,	the	Royal	Australian	Mint	explained	the	coin	went	through	a,	highly	consultative	approval	process	with	Her	Majesty	The	Queen.	Mintage:	Uncirculated	Market	price:	$30	Why	It	Isnt	Special:
One	of	the	least	desirable	commemorative	edition	coins	is	The	Australian	Taxation	Office	Centenary	20c	coin,	which	was	minted	in	2010	to	celebrate	100	years	of	the	ATO.	Featuring	the	inscription	WORKING	FOR	ALL	AUSTRALIANS,	its	far	from	a	popular	coin	among	collectors.	One	of	the	worst	ones	Ive	seen	is	the	100	Years	Of	The	Tax	Office,
Kandiah	explained,	before	joking,	And	they	take	30%	off	the	end	of	it.	Mintage:	11.6	million	Market	price:	$3	to	$10	(for	carded	special	release	originally	given	to	ATO	staff)	While	you	think	finding	a	valuable	coin	or	two	when	you	pay	for	your	coffee	is	easy,	theyre	rarer	than	you	might	think.	Of	the	15	billion	coins	that	were	minted	during	the	70	years
of	the	Queens	reign,	just	1%-5%	of	those	are	considered	rare	or	special.	These	are	some	factors	that	make	rare	Aussie	coins	valuable	to	collectors:	Minting	errors:	You	might	think	that	a	coin	with	an	error	on	it	is	a	dud,	but	given	the	strict	quality	control	standards	of	the	Royal	Australian	Mint,	mistakes	that	make	it	into	circulation	are	extremely
uncommon.	This	rarity	makes	coins	with	minting	errors	very	desirable	to	collectors.	Low	mintage:	Another	kind	of	rarity	is	coins	that	were	officially	released	into	circulation,	but	in	relatively	low	numbers.	Whether	a	coin	qualifies	as	low	mintage	depends	on	a	few	factors,	but	generally	speaking,	a	mintage	of	less	than	500,000	is	considered	low.
Historical	importance:	This	one	is	obvious	if	its	a	coin	that	was	produced	to	commemorate	a	historical	event,	itll	generally	be	rare,	and	have	a	wider	collector	market	to	include	historical	enthusiasts.	An	example	is	the	1927	Proof	Canberra	Florin,	which	was	Australias	first-ever	commemorative	coin.	It	was	given	to	dignitaries	and	officials,	and	just	400
were	ever	produced.	Condition	level:	Another	one	that	might	be	obvious,	but	if	a	coin	has	remained	in	excellent	condition	over	the	decades,	its	worth	more	money	than	the	same	coin	thats	been	damaged.	There	are	different	grading	systems	to	evaluate	the	condition	of	coins,	so	make	sure	to	visit	an	expert	to	confirm	the	exact	condition	of	any	rare
Aussie	coins	you	might	find.	With	that	in	mind,	lets	take	a	look	at	a	few	of	the	best	rare	Australian	coins	to	keep	an	eye	out	for.	Decimal	currency	might	not	be	as	practical	or	convenient	as	it	once	was,	but	that	doesnt	mean	some	coins	arent	more	valuable	than	theyve	ever	been.	There	are	a	few	different	ways	you	can	asses	the	value	of	a	coin	youve
found,	including	the	following:	Examine	It	Carefully:	You	need	to	know	exactly	what	youve	got	before	you	can	confirm	the	value	of	a	coin,	so	make	sure	you	study	its	surface,	checking	for	any	printing	errors	or	markings	that	might	make	it	more	valuable.	Online	Research:	Online	research	is	a	great	place	to	start,	including	searching	mintages	of	certain
years,	or	referencing	coin	databases	to	get	more	information	about	the	rarity	of	the	coin	youve	got.	The	Australian	Coin	Collecting	Blog	is	a	great	resource	to	start	your	hunt	for	more	information.	Online	Marketplaces:	Once	you	know	a	little	bit	about	the	coin	you	have,	you	can	search	marketplaces	such	as	eBay	to	get	an	understanding	of	what	other
examples	have	sold	for	in	the	past.	Expert	Opinion:	Finally,	if	you	really	cant	find	any	information	about	your	coin	and	youre	confident	its	something	special,	take	it	to	a	coin	dealer	or	appraiser	to	get	their	opinion	on	the	coin	you	have.	If	you	enjoyed	this	list,	check	out	a	few	of	our	other	collecting	stories	below:	Ed.	note:	This	article	is	periodically
updated	to	reflect	the	current	price	of	most	valuable	coins.In	Coleccionistas	de	Monedas,	we	fight	against	the	misinformation	surrounding	the	world	of	coins	on	the	Internet.	For	this	reason,	our	articles	are	entirely	written	by	people,	not	AI	or	other	automated	systems.	Additionally,	we	link	to	all	sources	and	references	for	coin	prices,	with	the	goal	of
providing	you	with	real,	updated,	and	reliable	information.	How	do	we	verify	coin	prices	and	values?	At	Coleccionistas	de	Monedas,	we	are	committed	to	providing	accurate,	trustworthy,	and	well-sourced	numismatic	information.	We	understand	that	articles	about	coin	values	can	influence	important	financial	decisions,	which	is	why	we	apply	a	clear
and	rigorous	methodology	to	estimate	prices.	Sources	used	PCGS	Price	Guide:	The	official	pricing	guide	from	the	Professional	Coin	Grading	Service.	NGC	Price	Guide:	Updated	valuation	system	from	the	Numismatic	Guaranty	Company.	Heritage	Auctions:	Database	of	real	auction	sale	prices.	Red	Book:	Printed	guidebook	with	historical	pricing	by
grade.	eBay	Sold	Listings:	Only	completed	sales	are	considered,	not	asking	prices.	Validation	process	Price	review	by	condition	grade	using	standard	scales	(MS,	AU,	XF,	VF).	Verification	of	varieties	and	errors	through	multiple	data	sources.	Expert	consultation	when	prices	significantly	deviate	from	the	norm.	Regular	updates	to	reflect	current
market	trends.	Important	disclaimer	The	values	presented	in	this	article	are	for	reference	purposes	only.	Final	coin	prices	can	vary	significantly	depending	on	authenticity,	grade,	and	selling	context.	We	strongly	recommend	having	your	coin	certified	by	a	professional	service	such	as	PCGS	or	NGC	before	selling	or	purchasing	it	as	an	investment.	All
over	the	world,	you	can	see	avid	coin	collectors	of	many	rare	australian	coins.	Some	of	the	rarest	and	most	valuable	Australian	coins	are	sought	after	for	their	unique	history,	rarity,	and	significant	market	value.	These	pieces	are	worth	thousands	and	even	millions	of	dollars.	Case	in	point,	the	Proof	1930	Penny,	struck	by	the	Royal	Australian	Mint,
which	was	sold	to	a	Sydney	collector	for	$1.15	million	last	year.	This	staggering	amount	comes	as	no	surprise	since	it	was	considered	as	the	King	of	rare	Australian	coin.	There	are	a	good	handful	of	Australian	coins	worth	collecting.	If	you	want	to	know	which	ones,	here	is	a	list	of	the	most	important.	This	gold	coin	struck	in	South	Australia	by	the
Royal	Australian	Mint	can	be	found	in	prominent	coin	collections	and	is	worth	at	least	$711.00(USD).	It	is	made	of	22	CT	gold	and	weighs	7.322	grams.	Of	course,	with	such	a	rare	coin,	you	must	be	willing	to	pay	a	lot	of	money	to	buy	this	one.	The	Perth	Mint	resumed	its	regular	production	of	gold	coins	or	sovereigns	in	2009.	Because	of	proof	coin,
many	avid	Australian	collectors	want	to	gain	one	of	these	remarkable	coins.	This	rare	australian	coin	has	meticulously	crafted	these	coins	from	91.67%	pure	gold.	They	depict	the	Commonwealth	Coat	of	Arms	on	the	reverse	as	well	as	the	words	AUSTRALIA,	SOVEREIGN,	and	The	Perth	Mints	P	mintmark.	There	are	about	2,500	copies,	meaning	they
are	rare	and	wont	be	found	easily.	Another	rare	coin	to	watch	out	for	is	the	2000	$1/10c	Mule.	Just	this	year,	a	Melbourne	mother	hit	the	jackpot	when	she	found	this	precious	coin	gaining	$3,000.	This	rare	coin	was	produced	due	to	a	mix	up	at	a	mint	that	created	the	rare	hybrid.	These	coins	are	worth	the	money	and	are	hard	to	find.	If	it	has	an
accidental	pairing	of	a	10	cent	heads	die	and	the	normal	mob	of	roos	reverses	die,	then	it	is	an	authentic	coin.	At	least	thousands	of	these	coins	were	minted	and	have	circulated	for	years	now.	It	would	be	worth	your	time	to	look	out	for	them.	Known	as	double	headed,	should	be	at	the	top	of	the	list	as	a	piece	that	you	should	carefully	examine	as	a	coin
collector.	These	coins	were	a	product	of	a	mint	worker	who	paired	two	2007	head	side	dies	and	then	ran	the	press	to	mint	hundreds	or	thousands	of	coins.	Initially,	it	was	thought	there	were	only	a	few	of	these	coins	until	they	found	too	many	over	the	years.	This	meant	that	thousands	could	still	be	in	circulation.	But,	the	only	way	you	can	determine	it
is	a	profitable	coin	is	if	it	is	high	grade	and	authentic.	This	coin	can	be	easily	forged,	so	you	should	be	careful	if	youre	looking	for	one.	It	is	worth	at	least	$500	to	$1,500.	This	coin	was	introduced	during	the	time	that	Australia	was	converting	from	pre-decimal	to	decimal	currency.	It	has	composite	metals	of	75%	copper	and	25%	nickel.	The	piece	has
had	variances	over	the	years,	but	the	unintentionally	erroneous	coins	called	varieties	are	the	most	profitable	ones.	Rarities	add	value.	Theres	the	1966	Wavy	Line,	which	was	struck	by	the	UK	Royal	Mint	and	featured	a	raised	section	on	the	top	of	the	horizontal	baseline	of	the	2.	It	is	worth	at	least	$2,500	in	uncirculated	condition.	The	History	of
Australian	Currency:	the	Australian	dollar	coin	To	understand	Australian	coin	collecting	better,	why	dont	we	go	over	the	history	of	currency	in	Australia?	Before	coins,	the	aboriginals	used	a	barter	system	to	exchange	things	such	as	food,	shells,	tools	and	other	raw	materials.	Then	came	the	early	settlers	who	brought	with	them	various	collections	of
international	coins,	promissory	notes	and	tokens.	In	1813,	this	currency	was	superseded	by	the	Australian	coins,	the	dump	and	the	holey	dollar.	There	was	also	the	gold	rush	during	the	1800s	where	gold	was	turned	into	ingots,	and	in	1855,	the	Royal	Mint	was	opened,	turning	the	gold	coins	into	what	is	known	as	sovereigns.	But,	it	was	not	until	1910
that	the	countrys	national	currency	was	formed.	Before	then,	when	it	was	still	a	colony,	its	official	currency	was	British	coinage.	During	this	time,	their	commonwealth	currency	was	also	still	based	on	the	UKs	monetary	system.	It	had	the	same	denominations	and	relative	values.	They	had	the	Australian	shilling,	threepence,	sixpence	and	florin.	The
halfpenny	and	penny	were	introduced	in	1911,	while	the	crown	in	1937.	On	14	February	1966,	Australia	adopted	the	decimal	currency	system.	This	is	still	being	used	today.	It	replaced	the	penny	with	the	cent	and	the	pound	with	the	dollar.	The	one-cent,	two-cent,	five-cent,	ten-cent	and	one-dollar	coins	etc.	were	later	introduced	in	1984.	In	1990,
circulation	issues	of	one-cent	coins	were	also	minted.	The	following	years	saw	the	decimal	systems	improvisation,	which	we	can	now	see	in	Australias	currency.	The	Royal	Australian	Mint	is	the	only	place	that	produces	all	of	the	countrys	circulating	coins.	For	the	coin	collector,	this	should	be	the	best	place	to	start	off	your	collection.	They	have	a	range
of	collector	coins	that	can	suit	any	of	budget	and	interest.	Here	are	some	types	of	coins	you	should	understand	before	starting:	Uncirculated	These	coins	may	either	have	unique	designs	or	are	special	versions	of	the	circulating	coin	designs.	These	contain	the	same	materials	as	circulated	coins	but	have	a	sharper	image	and	more	clearly-defined	edges.
You	can	often	find	them	packaged	in	presentation	cards.	Frosted	Uncirculated	These	coins	are	created	based	on	the	same	process	and	technology	as	uncirculated	coins.	Their	clearly	defining	characteristics	are	that	they	are	polished	and	have	a	more	striking	appearance	against	a	frosted	field	or	background.	If	you	are	a	coin	collector	who	has	a
passion	for	certain	themes	and	designs,	then	you	should	collect	some	of	these	to	become	highlights	in	your	collection.	Proof	These	coins	are	one	of	the	hardest	to	find	and	are	considered	rarities.	You	can	make	a	profit	by	selling	them	because	of	how	valuable	they	are.	They	are	usually	made	with	metals	such	as	gold	and	silver	coins.	There	are	only	a
few	thousand	copies	available,	with	some	even	costing	hundreds	of	dollars.	These	also	come	in	presentation	cases	with	numbered	certificates	of	authenticity.	Antique	finish	Based	on	the	name	itself,	you	already	have	a	clue	as	to	what	type	of	coins	these	are.	These	are	specially	prepared	to	make	it	look	like	an	old,	treasured	coin.	These	antique	finish
coins	are	made	of	blanks	and	are	cleaned,	treated	and	struck	to	the	Royal	Mints	exacting	standards.	Compared	to	other	coin	finishes,	these	coins	are	completely	handmade,	and	each	has	its	own	unique	characteristics	to	inspire	nostalgia.	Make	sure	that	when	you	collect	Australian	coins,	you	are	sure	of	significant	details	about	the	history	of	the	coin.
These	will	help	you	learn	more	about	its	credibility.	There	must	be	stated	features	of	the	coins	to	offer	you	some	guidance.	The	form	of	the	coin	will	influence	how	much	its	worth.	This	is	because	you	will	be	identifying	the	dissimilarity	for	every	grade	of	the	coins.	Therefore,	youll	have	an	idea	of	its	actual	market	value.	As	a	coin	collector,	you	should
understand	that	it	is	important	to	check	the	coin	collection	values	from	time	to	time	because	the	cost	can	vary	depending	on	the	existing	market	trends.	This	will	help	when	it	comes	to	knowing	when	to	trade.	If	you	are	starting	your	collection,	it	is	essential	to	know	each	value	of	Australian	coins	with	the	help	of	a	coin	seller	or	evaluator.	Make	sure	to
choose	those	with	credible	reputations.	You	should	also	know	the	basics	of	figuring	out	genuine	collectible	coins.	You	should	consider	dates,	mint	marks	or	coin	compositions,	among	other	things.	You	should	remember	to	be	careful,	especially	if	you	are	planning	to	purchase	rare	and	valuable	pieces	that	could	cost	thousands	of	dollars.	Your	collectible
coins	can	serve	as	an	investment.	Another	thing	to	take	note	of	is	that	it	is	not	the	age	of	the	coins	that	have	the	most	influence	on	the	worth,	but	its	scarcity	and	demand	in	the	market.	Australian	half	sovereigns	are	more	precious	than	the	earliest	currencies,	for	instance.	What	are	the	rarest	$2	Australian	coins?	Several	$2	Australian	coins	are
considered	rare	and	valuable.	Here	are	some	of	the	rarest	$2	Australian	coins:	1988	Aboriginal	Elder	design:	This	coin	features	an	image	of	an	Aboriginal	elder	designed	by	artist	Horst	Hahne.	It	was	only	produced	in	1988	and	had	a	mintage	of	only	1,362,000.	2013	Purple	Stripe	Remembrance	Day	coin:	This	coin	features	a	purple	stripe	in	the	center
to	commemorate	the	100th	anniversary	of	the	First	World	War.	It	was	produced	in	limited	numbers	and	is	highly	sought	after	by	collectors.	2012	Red	Poppy	Remembrance	Day	coin:	This	coin	features	a	red	poppy	in	the	center	to	commemorate	the	sacrifices	of	Australian	soldiers.	It	was	also	produced	in	limited	numbers	and	is	highly	prized	by
collectors.	2016	Paralympic	Games	coin:	This	serie	features	a	design	commemorating	the	2016	Paralympic	Games	held	in	Rio	de	Janeiro,	Brazil.	It	was	produced	in	limited	numbers	and	is	highly	sought	after	by	collectors.	2019	Mr.	Squiggle	coin:	This	coin	features	an	image	of	the	popular	childrens	television	character	Mr.	Squiggle.	It	was	only
produced	in	limited	numbers	and	is	highly	sought	after	by	collectors,	especially	those	who	remember	the	show	from	childhood.	Which	Australian	5c	coins	are	valuable?	Most	Australian	5	cent	coins	in	circulation	are	not	particularly	valuable,	as	they	are	made	of	copper	and	nickel	and	have	a	low	face	value.	However,	there	are	a	few	rare	and	valuable
Australian	5	cent	coins	that	collectors	seek	out.	Here	are	some	of	the	most	valuable	5	cent	coins	in	Australia:	1972	Double	Bar:	In	1972,	the	mint	accidentally	produced	a	small	number	of	5	cent	coins	with	two	vertical	bars	on	the	reverse	side	instead	of	one.	These	coins	are	highly	sought	after	by	collectors	and	can	be	worth	hundreds	or	even	thousands
of	dollars,	depending	on	their	condition.	1981	Three	and	a	Half	Claws:	In	1981,	the	mint	produced	a	small	number	of	5	cent	coins	with	three	and	a	half	claws	on	the	echidnas	paw	on	the	reverse	side	instead	of	the	usual	four.	These	coins	are	rare	and	can	be	worth	up	to	several	hundred	dollars,	depending	on	their	condition.	2007	Misaligned	Die:	In
2007,	the	mint	produced	a	small	number	of	5	cent	coins	with	a	misaligned	die,	resulting	in	an	off-center	image	on	the	reverse	side.	These	coins	are	relatively	rare	and	can	be	worth	several	hundred	dollars,	depending	on	their	condition.	What	rare	Australian	50	cent	coins	are	worth	money?	There	are	several	rare	Australian	50	cent	coins	that	are	highly
sought	after	by	collectors	and	can	be	worth	significant	amounts	of	money.	Here	are	some	of	the	most	valuable:	1966	Wavy	Baseline:	In	1966,	the	mint	produced	a	small	number	of	50	cent	coins	with	a	wavy	baseline	on	the	obverse	side	of	the	coin,	which	is	the	side	with	the	portrait	of	Queen	Elizabeth	II.	These	coins	are	extremely	rare	and	can	be	worth
tens	of	thousands	of	dollars	in	good	condition.	1970	Captain	Cook:	In	1970,	the	mint	produced	a	commemorative	50	cent	coin	to	mark	the	bicentennial	of	Captain	Cooks	discovery	of	Australia.	The	coins	feature	a	portrait	of	Captain	Cook	on	one	side	and	a	map	of	Australia	on	the	other.	These	coins	can	be	worth	several	hundred	dollars	in	good
condition.	2000	Incuse	Flag:	In	2000,	the	mint	produced	a	small	number	of	50	cent	coins	with	the	Australian	flag	design	incuse,	or	recessed,	into	the	coin.	These	coins	are	relatively	rare	and	can	be	worth	several	hundred	dollars	in	good	condition.	2016	Paralympic	Team:	In	2016,	the	mint	produced	a	commemorative	50	cent	coin	to	celebrate	the
Australian	Paralympic	team.	These	coins	are	relatively	rare	and	can	be	worth	several	hundred	dollars	in	good	condition.	There	are	so	many	Australian	coins	worth	collecting	out	there.	You	just	need	the	dedication	to	be	able	to	get	them.	If	you	are	a	beginner,	you	can	start	out	small.	There	are	collectible	coins	worth	at	least	$50.	You	can	then	slowly
save	up	to	buy	rarer	and	more	beneficial	coins.	Moreover,	coin	collecting	is	enjoyable.	Obtaining	valuable	pieces	is	satisfying,	not	to	mention	how	some	may	provide	you	with	profits	larger	than	you	can	imagine	as	you	get	involved	more	deeply	with	the	changing	market.	References	and	sources	Royal	Australian	Mint	Numisbids	Heritage	Auctions,
Australian	coins	Are	you	interested	in	collecting	Australian	coins?	You	may	be	pleased	to	know	that	there	are	many	valuable	and	highly	sought-after	coins	from	Down	Under.The	upside	to	collecting	rare	Aussie	coins	is	that	you	do	not	have	to	look	for	the	most	ancient	pieces.	There	are	numerous	examples	of	modern	yet	valuable	Australian	coins.Of
course,	like	other	coins,	the	value	of	a	given	Australian	coin	will	depend	on	its	condition,	grade	and	historical	significance.In	this	article,	we	take	the	fuss	out	of	figuring	out	what	is	the	most	valuable	Australian	coin.	Below	is	a	well-researched	list	of	Australian	coins	worth	money	that	you	should	keep	an	eye	out	for.Lets	get	started!A	Brief	History	of
Australian	CoinsWhen	British	colonists	established	their	first	colony	of	New	South	Wales	in	1788,	they	did	not	see	any	need	for	coins	or	formal	currency.	Unsurprisingly,	the	locals	turned	to	barter	trade	to	obtain	the	needed	goods	and	services.	Hard	liquor,	such	as	rum,	was	a	primary	mode	of	exchange	and	commerce	in	these	early	societies.Over	the
years,	as	visitors,	soldiers,	and	settlers	trickled	into	Sidney	Town,	they	brought	with	them	crude	coins	from	all	over	the	world,	including	Spanish	reals,	rupees,	pagodas,	and	mohurs	from	the	British	East	India	Company,	johannas	from	Portugal,	as	well	ducats	from	Holland.There	was	no	agreement	on	the	value	of	these	foreign	coins,	and	this	prompted
Governor	Gidley	King	to	issue	a	Currency	Proclamation	in	1800	to	establish	a	standard	value	for	each	coin	based	on	the	British	pence,	shilling	and	pound.The	first	official	coin	of	New	South	Wales	was	known	as	the	cartwheel.	It	was	struck	in	Birmingham	in	1797	and	exported	to	New	South	Wales	in	1800	to	address	the	growing	demand	for	small
change.The	cartwheel	coins	were	not	enough	to	fulfill	the	colonys	demand	for	coins.	Under	Governor	Macquarie,	about	40,000	Spanish	dollars	were	imported	and	redesigned	by	creating	a	hole	in	the	middle	of	what	would	be	five	shilling	coins	and	counter-stamping	what	would	be	the	colonys	15	pence.The	first	gold	coin	in	Australia	was	introduced	in
1852,	also	in	response	to	the	currency	shortages	plaguing	the	colonies.	It	was	struck	using	Australian	gold	and	bore	a	uniquely	Australian	design.	But	this	coin	was	technically	outlawed	since	it	was	created	without	Britains	approval.Three	years	later,	in	1855,	the	British	Royal	Mint	opened	a	minting	facility	in	Sidney	where	the	first	coins	bearing	the
word	Australia	were	struck.	The	success	of	the	Sidney	Mint	led	to	the	opening	of	other	facilities	in	Perth	and	Melbourne.The	Commonwealth	of	Australia	was	established	in	1901,	and	the	independent	Government	now	had	full	authority	to	introduce	its	own	distinctively	Australian	coins.	The	1909	Coinage	Act	paved	the	way	for	uniquely	Australian
coins,	with	the	shilling,	florin,	threepence	and	sixpence	issued	by	1910.	In	1911,	the	Australian	Government	issued	the	countrys	first	half	penny	and	penny.Now,	lets	dive	in	and	look	at	the	most	valuable	Australian	coins	today.Most	Valuable	Australian	Coins	Worth	Money1.	1930	Proof	PennyThe	1930	Proof	Penny	is	popularly	known	as	the	King	of
Coins	in	Australias	numismatic	circles.	The	coin	is	believed	to	have	been	accidentally	struck	in	1930	at	the	peak	of	a	biting	economic	Depression.According	to	the	Melbourne	Mint,	where	the	coins	were	struck,	there	had	been	no	official	request	by	the	Treasury	to	mint	pennies	in	1930;	the	Depression	had	obliterated	the	need	for	these	low-value	coins.
Industry	experts	estimate	that	about	1,500	1930	pennies	were	minted	and	released	into	circulation.	According	to	the	Melbourne	Mint,	the	only	official	record	is	that	of	six	proof	pennies	struck	in	1930,	and	obviously,	these	were	not	meant	for	circulation.Due	to	the	low	mintage	and	rarity	and	the	mystery	shrouding	this	coin,	collectors	have	always	been
hot	about	the	1930	penny	and	have	consistently	been	willing	to	pay	a	fortune	for	these	coins.Even	in	low-grade	circulated	condition,	1930	pennies	can	be	worth	hundreds	of	thousands	of	dollars.	The	most	expensive	example,	graded	Very	Fine,	sold	for	a	whopping	$42,500	at	a	2018	auction,	while	one	of	the	proofs	fetched	$1.5	million	in	2019,	making
it	the	most	valuable	Australian	coin.2.	1988	Fifty	Cents	Coat	of	Arms	Error	ProofThe	1988	fifty-cent-proof	silver	Coat	of	Arms	is	a	rare	decimal	currency.	That	year,	the	Treasury	requested	that	the	Mints	strike	a	50c	coin	to	commemorate	the	200th	anniversary	of	the	British	Settlement.The	commemorative	50c	coin,	meant	to	be	issued	for	one	year
only,	replaced	the	standard	50c	that	featured	a	Coat	of	Arms.	Essentially,	no	50c	Coat	of	Arms	coins	should	have	been	struck	in	1988.But,	an	accidental	mismatch	between	obverse	and	reverse	dies	resulted	in	a	few	commemorative	coins	being	minted	with	a	coat	of	arms	on	the	reverse.There	are	only	two	known	examples	of	this	error	coin,	making	it
extremely	rare.	One	example,	graded	MS62,	fetched	$14,750.3.	1927	Proof	Canberra	FlorinThe	Canberra	Florin	struck	in	1927	was	the	countrys	first	commemorative	coin,	issued	for	one	year	only.	The	coin	was	issued	to	celebrate	the	launch	of	the	countrys	new	national	Parliament,	and	only	400	were	availed	to	collectors.Once	sold,	some	of	these
coins	were	dispersed	abroad,	damaged	or	lost.	Examples	of	1927	Canberra	Florins	in	pristine	condition	are	extremely	rare;	most	of	the	known	existing	pieces	are	significantly	worn	out.One	extremely	rare	example	was	graded	PR66	by	the	Professional	Coin	Grading	Service	(PCGS).	This	coin	boasts	a	flawless	luster,	brilliant	patina,	and	well-detailed
design;	such	pieces	come	up	for	auction	once	or	twice	a	year.	This	PCGS-graded	1927	Proof	Canberra	Florin	sold	for	$27,500.4.	1918-P	George	V	Gold	Half	SovereignThe	1918	gold	half	sovereign	struck	at	the	Perth	Mint	is	the	rarest	in	the	countrys	Half	Sovereign	Series	of	1855-1918.	According	to	numismatic	experts,	about	200-300	of	these	half-
sovereign	pieces	were	struck	in	1918.Official	records	at	the	Perth	Mint	indicate	that	there	was	no	official	request	by	the	Treasury	to	mint	half-sovereign	gold	coins	in	1918,	buts	somehow,	a	few	hundred	were	minted	and	released	into	circulation.The	low	mintage	and	subsequent	rarity	of	these	coins	make	them	extremely	valuable.	In	mint	state,	1919
half	sovereigns	can	be	worth	a	small	fortune.	One	such	example,	graded	MS64,	equivalent	to	gem	quality	or	choice	uncirculated,	fetched	$20,000	at	an	auction	in	2018.5.	1923	Half-pennyThe	Australian	Half-Penny	Series	ran	from	1911	to	1964.	The	year	1923	is	considered	one	of	the	rarest	among	the	series,	with	only	about	15,000	half	pennies	struck
and	released	into	circulation.Finding	a	1923	half	penny	in	premium	condition	is	extremely	difficult;	most	examples	are	worn	and	heavily	circulated.	So,	consider	yourself	extremely	lucky	if	you	stumble	upon	a	shiny	1923	half-penny!One	example,	graded	Very	Fine,	is	among	the	few	better-than-seen	pieces	and	was	snapped	up	in	2016	for	$9,600.6.
1967	$1	Goose	Pattern	Silver	Proof	Coin	$4499The	1967	$1	Goose	dollar	is	not	an	official	Australian	coin	but	is	among	the	most	popular	and	highly	sought-after	coins	in	the	countrys	numismatic	circles.The	Australian	Government	had	planned	to	introduce	decimal	currency	in	1966.	But,	it	was	a	surprise	that	the	new	currency	series	would	not	include
a	one-dollar	coin.	In	response,	the	Australian	Coin	Review	magazine	launched	a	competition,	calling	on	people	to	design	a	prospective	one-dollar	coin.The	winning	design	by	Andor	Meszaros	featured	an	elegant	swan	with	the	words	Australia	1967	on	the	obverse.	On	the	reverse	is	a	depiction	of	Australian	wattle	with	the	number	100	cents	prominently
printed.The	magazine	submitted	this	coin	to	the	Australian	Government,	but	the	Treasury	rejected	it.	Despite	this,	the	competition	organizers	privately	printed	about	1500	uncirculated	specimens	with	a	milled	edge,	750	plain	edge	silver	proof	coins,	and	10	gold	pieces	with	a	plain	edge.	Two	gold	pieces	are	believed	to	have	been	lost	in	the	1983	Ash
Wednesday	fires.Due	to	their	rarity	and	historical	significance,	1967	$1	Goose	coins	attract	a	premium.	A	gold	piece	sold	for	$29,000	in	2017	at	a	Nobles	Sale.	Meanwhile,	a	silver-proof	coin,	less	rare	than	the	gold	examples,	was	auctioned	for	$5,000.7.	1852	Adelaide	Type	II	PoundThe	1852	Adelaide	pound	is	Australias	first	gold	coin,	making	it	very
popular	among	collectors.	Today,	only	about	250	examples	or	less	are	known	to	exist;	this	rarity	adds	to	the	coins	attractiveness	as	a	high-value	collectible.When	evaluating	an	Adelaide	pound,	pay	attention	to	its	visual	appeal.	You	want	to	go	with	coins	without	visible	dents.	It	is	also	best	to	avoid	pieces	with	a	soft	design	and	smooth	edges,	as	this
would	clearly	be	a	worn	coin.	Selecting	a	good	quality	Adelaide	coin	will	make	it	easier	to	liquidate	your	coin	and	get	good	value	for	money	should	you	choose	to.From	broken	dies	to	the	use	of	gold	(which	is	a	softer	material	than	silver)	to	normal	wear	and	tear,	Adelaide	pounds	are	prone	to	many	grading	problems.	This	is	why	it	is	important	to	only
settle	with	coins	with	a	superior	eye	appeal,	as	these	are	more	valuable.A	worthwhile	Adelaide	coin	will	have	strong	edges	that	frame	the	rest	of	the	coin.	Also,	the	phrase	ASSAY	OFFICE	should	be	strong	and	visible	instead	of	soft.	On	the	same	note,	the	high	points	can	be	slightly	worn	off,	but	the	fields	should	be	undamaged	and	brilliant.	A	rare
example	of	an	1852	Type	II	Adelaide	coin	graded	About	Uncirculated	fetched	an	impressive	$39,500	at	auction	in	April	2020.8.	1966	London	Royal	Mint	4-Coin	Proof	SetIn	preparation	for	the	changeover	from	pre-decimal	to	decimal	currency	in	1966,	the	Australian	Government	minted	millions	of	coins	at	the	Perth,	Melbourne,	and	Royal	Mint	in
London.While	the	other	three	mints	struck	circulation	coins,	the	Royal	Australian	Mint	struck	proof	coins	of	the	six	new	Australian	decimal	denominations	to	create	a	proof	set	for	collectors.As	usual,	the	Royal	Mint	in	London	struck	similar	proof	coins	as	the	Royal	Australian	Mint.	These	pieces	would	serve	as	Proof	of	Record	examples,	kind	of	like	a
backup.The	London	Royal	Mint	struck	the	Australian	5,	10	and	20c	archival	pieces.	A	mint	mark	was	placed	on	the	London-struck	proofs	to	distinguish	them	from	Australian-struck	ones.Interestingly,	although	the	Australian	Royal	Mint	had	not	struck	a	2c,	the	London	Royal	Mint	struck	a	2c	proof	coin,	probably	accidentally,	and	included	it	in	the	Proof
set.Therefore,	the	4-coin	collection	Royal	Mint	London	Proof	Set	consists	of	a	5,10,20,	and	(accidental)	2c	coin,	making	it	a	historical	oddity	and	rarity.	This	Proof	set	makes	up	some	of	the	most	valuable	Australian	coins,	selling	for	an	eye-watering	$49,950.9.	1951PL	Half-penny	&	Penny	Proof	Pair	PCGSIn	1951,	Australia	asked	for	Britains	help
minting	coins	to	meet	the	demand.	The	Royal	Mint	London	responded,	placing	the	mint	mark	PL	on	pennies	and	half	pennies	struck	for	circulation	in	America.	The	letters	PL	stand	for	Pecunia	Londonii	(Money	of	London),	a	phrase	used	by	Romans	in	pre-historic	Britain.	As	per	tradition,	the	London	Mint	also	struck	a	few	proof	examples	of	the	1951PL
pennies	and	half	pennies.	These	proof	coins	are	extremely	rare,	with	at	most	20	believed	to	exist,	and	they	seldom	come	up	for	auction.One	exceptional	pair	of	brown	colour	1951PL	proof	penny	and	half	a	penny	that	showed	up	for	sale	in	2018	was	graded	MS65	gem	quality	and	sold	for	$25,000.10.	1899-P	Queen	Victoria	Veiled	Head	Gold
SovereignThe	Perth	Mint	struck	its	first	Gold	Sovereign	in	1899,	making	this	a	key	historical	date	in	Australian	numismatic	circles.In	addition,	only	691,000	sovereigns	were	minted	that	year	at	the	Perth	Mint,	and	most	were	released	into	circulation,	making	uncirculated	examples	extremely	rare.One	example	graded	MS62	by	the	Numismatic
Guaranty	Company	was	sold	for	an	impressive	$3,500	at	a	2016	auction.SummaryAustralian	coinage	is	not	as	ancient	as	Japanese,	Chinese	or	Italian.	This	means	you	can	find	wildly	valuable	coins	without	going	so	far	back	in	time;	several	examples	of	valuable	Australian	coins	are	worth	hundreds	or	thousands	of	dollars.	That	said,	paying	attention	to
the	coins	condition	and	learning	about	their	historical	significance	can	help	you	make	smart	investment	decisions.	Facebook	X	LinkedIn	Home	AUSTRALIAN	COINS	PREDECIMAL:	KEY	DATES	Within	each	type	of	issue	the	order	of	dates	to	go	for	are	from	RAREST	to	SCARCE.	The	idea	is	that	rare	and	scarce	coins	have	the	most	potential	to	increase
in	value-	so	collect	these.	The	following	will	outline	the	types	of	Australian	predecimal	coins	and	dates	to	go	for	in	the	following.	There	are	many	appreciated	predecimal	coins	to	go	for	so	be	selective	and	look	for	the	ones	that	meet	your	budget.	Go	for	the	best	possible	grades	as	they	tend	to	increase	in	value	a	lot	quicker.	KEY	DATES	TO	GO	FOR
BELOW:	HALF	PENNY	King	George	V-	(Bronze	coin)-	1911-1936Dates	to	go	for:	1923	,	1915H	,	1918	,	1939King	George	VI-	(Old	Reverse	Bronze	coin)-	1938-1939Dates	to	go	for:	1930	,	1925	,	1946Queen	Elizabeth	II-	(Bronze	coin)-	1953-1964	PENNY	King	George	V-	(Bronze	coin)-	1911-1936Dates	to	go	for:	1930	,	1925King	George	VI-	(Bronze	coin)-
1938-1952Dates	to	go	for:	1946Queen	Elizabeth	II-	(Bronze	coin)-	1953-1964	THREEPENCE	King	Edward	VII-	(Sterling	Silver	coin)-	1910Dates	to	go	for:	1910King	George	V-	(Sterling	Silver	coin)-	1911-1936Dates	to	go	for:	1915	,	1912	,	1914	,	1923King	George	VI-	(Silver	coin)-	1938-1952Dates	to	go	for:	1942MQueen	Elizabeth	II-	(50%	silver	coin)-
1953-1964	SIXPENCE	King	Edward	VII-	(Sterling	Silver	coin)-	1910Dates	to	go	for:	1910King	George	V-	(Sterling	Silver	coin)-	1911-1936Dates	to	go	for:	1918	,	1922	,	1924King	George	VI-	(Silver	coin)-	1938-1952Dates	to	go	for:	1939	,	1952	,	1953Queen	Elizabeth	II-	(50%	Silver	coin)-	1953-1964	ONE	SHILLING	King	Edward	VII-	(Sterling	Silver
coin)-	1910Dates	to	go	for:	1910King	George	V-	(Sterling	Silver	coin)-	1911-1936Dates	to	go	for:	1933	,	1915	,	1915H	,	1921*	,	1911	,	1912	,	1914	,	1924King	George	VI-	(Silver	coin)-	1938-1952Dates	to	go	for:	1939	,	1940Queen	Elizabeth	II-	(	50%	Silver	coin)-	1953-1963	ONE	FLORIN	King	Edward	VII-	(Sterling	Silver	coin)-	1910King	George	V-
(Sterling	Silver	coin)-	1911-1936Dates	to	go	for:	1932	,	1915H	,	1914H	,	1915	,	1911	,	1912	,	1933King	George	VI-	(Silver	coin)-	1938-1952Dates	to	go	for:	1939Queen	Elizabeth	II-	(50%	Silver	coin)-	1953-1963	MELBOURNE	CENTENARY	FLORIN	King	George	V-	(Sterling	Silver	coin)-	1934-1935	CROWN	King	George	V-	(Sterling	Silver	coin)-
1937King	George	V-	(Sterling	Silver	coin)-	1938Dates	to	go	for:	1938	You	are:	Home	Australian	coins	Price	guide	and	values	It	wasn't	until	1910,	nine	years	after	Federation,	that	Australia	again	created	its	own	currency	the	Australian	pound.	Even	then,	its	coins	were	minted	by	branches	of	Britain's	Royal	Mint	in	Sydney,	Melbourne	and	Perth.	Half
penny	(d),	penny	(1d),	threepence	(3d),	sixpence	(6d),	shilling	(1s),	florin	(2s)	and	crown	(5s)	circulated	in	the	country.	Production	of	half-sovereigns	ceased	in	1916,	followed	by	that	of	sovereigns	in	1931.	The	value	of	a	pre-decimal	australian	coin	depends	on	several	factors	such	as	quality	and	wear,	supply	and	demand,	rarity,	finish	and	more.	Values
in	the	section	are	based	on	the	market,	trends,	auctions	and	recognized	books,	publications	and	catalogs.	This	section	also	includes	information	on	errors	and	varieties	and	characteristics.	Pre-decimal	circulation	coins	Holey	Dollar	Dump	250	last	updates	of	circulating	Australian	coins	prices	and	value	or	the	Australian	coins	melt	values	calculator.
Related	numismatic	tools,	articles	and	links	Most	expensive	Australian	certified	coins	(mostly	gold)	sold	in	2024.	Top	10	Australian	certified	coins	sold	in	2023.	Top	10	Australian	certified	coins	sold	in	2022.	Melt	values	calculator	of	Australian	silver	and	gold	coins	The	grade	is	used	to	determine	the	exact	value	of	a	coin.	Top	10	Australian	certified
coins	sold	in	2021.	This	tool	converts	Australian	old	money	into	decimal	currency.	Your	subscription	could	not	be	saved.	Please	try	again.	Your	subscription	has	been	successful.	Share	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,
even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	If	you
remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in
the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	While	the	United	States	stands	as	a	pioneer	in
numismatics,	boasting	a	treasure	trove	of	incredibly	diverse	rare	pieces,	the	global	landscape	of	rare	coin	collecting	extends	far	beyond	its	borders.	Venturing	into	international	numismatic	territory,	this	piece	aims	to	provide	readers	with	a	most	valuable	rare	Australian	coins	list	and	value	insights,	highlighting:Noteworthy	high-value	Australian
coins.The	historical	and	cultural	nuances	of	these	iconic	coins.Prime	online	sources	for	the	best	quality	rare	coins.Watch	this	insightful	video	to	delve	deeper	into	the	world	of	valuable	Australian	coins:Rare	valuable	Australian	coins	below	$1While	Australian	bullion	coins	often	steal	the	spotlight	in	discussions	about	coin	collecting,	numismatists	might
be	surprised	at	rare	Australian	coins	values.Rare	Australian	coins:	half	pennyRecognized	as	Australias	rarest	halfpenny	and	exemplifying	the	charm	of	rare	old	Australian	coins,	the	1923	halfpenny	holds	a	revered	status	in	Australian	numismatics.	Made	of	bronze,	the	coins	obverse,	designed	by	Bertram	Mackennal,	features	the	effigy	of	King	George
V,	surrounded	by	the	inscription	GEORGIVS	V	D.G.	BRITT:	OMN:	REX	F.D.	IND:	IMP:	denoting	his	titles.	On	the	reverse,	it	bears	the	legend	COMMONWEALTH	OF	AUSTRALIA,	accompanied	by	the	denomination	HALF	PENNY	and	the	year	of	issue.The	elite	numismatic	status	of	the	1923	halfpenny	stems	from	its	limited	mintage	of	approximately
15,000,	making	it	one	of	the	best	rare	Australian	coins	to	look	out	for.	A	notable	historical	mix-up	initially	attributed	the	coin	to	the	Sydney	Mint	due	to	an	error	in	their	Annual	Report,	which	wrongly	recorded	the	striking	of	1,113,600	halfpennies	in	1923.	This	led	to	the	misconception	that	the	1923	Halfpenny	was	a	common	coin.However,	meticulous
research	by	curator	John	Sharples,	conducted	decades	later,	clarified	that	the	coin	was	actually	struck	at	the	Melbourne	Mint.	Sharples	thorough	analysis	revealed	that	the	1,113,600	halfpennies	produced	at	the	Sydney	Mint	were	dated	1922,	not	1923.	This	correction	solidifies	the	1923	halfpenny	as	Australias	rarest	circulating	halfpenny,	adding	an
intriguing	layer	to	its	historical	narrative.1923	Halfpenny	Photo	by	PCGSRare	Australian	1	cent	coinsThe	1968	one	cent	coin	is	a	rare	Australian	coin	that	marks	a	significant	chapter	in	the	nations	numismatic	evolution,	symbolizing	Australias	transition	to	a	decimal	currency	system	initiated	on	February	14,	1966.	Before	this,	Australia	used	a	pounds,
shillings,	and	pence	system	inherited	from	its	British	colonial	past.	The	intricate	calculations	required	for	everyday	transactions	were	often	cumbersome,	leading	to	the	decision	to	adopt	a	simplified	decimal	system	that	would	align	the	nations	currency	with	global	standards.Crafted	by	Stuart	Devlin,	this	coin	is	a	remarkable	piece	with	a	diameter	of
17.65	millimeters	and	a	weight	of	2.6	grams.	Showcasing	a	feathertail	glider,	an	iconic	marsupial,	on	the	reverse	and	Queen	Elizabeth	IIs	effigy	sculpted	by	Arnold	Machin	on	the	obverse,	it	is	renowned	for	having	the	lowest	mintage	in	its	series.Adding	to	its	exceptional	rarity	is	the	absence	of	a	1968	mint	set	release	by	the	Royal	Australian	Mint,
making	it	one	of	the	most	challenging	dates	to	acquire,	especially	in	uncirculated	condition.	Collectors	often	seek	out	this	coin	as	part	of	their	pursuit	of	rare	Australian	coins	worth	money.Photo	by	Drake	SterlingRare	Australian	2	cent	coinsThe	Australian	two-cent	coin,	introduced	with	the	Currency	Act	1965,	holds	a	distinctive	place	in	the	nations
coinage.	Unlike	other	denominations,	the	two	cents	didnt	directly	replace	a	pre-decimal	coin	but	rather	represented	a	rounded	equivalent	to	2.4	pence.	Notably,	the	halfpenny,	penny,	and	threepence	had	no	direct	equivalent	in	the	new	system,	setting	the	two	cents	apart.While	two-cent	coins	were	minted	from	1966	to	1991,	the	1981	NO	SD	edition
stands	out	as	an	exceptional	Australian	rare	coin.	A	striking	piece	in	copper-nickel,	created	during	a	period	known	for	its	distinctive	coin	designs,	it	features	a	frilled-neck	lizard,	an	emblematic	representation	of	Australias	rich	biodiversity,	on	the	reverse,	designed	by	Stuart	Devlin.However,	despite	the	coins	design	typically	featuring	the	designers
initials,	SD,	positioned	behind	the	lizards	front	feet,	some	issues	from	1981	notably	lack	this	distinctive	element.	Mysteriously	echoing	anomalies	observed	in	coins	from	1968	and	1967,	this	intriguing	deviation	contributes	to	the	coins	allure,	raising	questions	among	collectors	seeking	rare	expensive	Australian	coins	about	the	intricacies	of	the	minting
process	during	that	specific	period.1981	2	Cent	NO	SD	Photo	by	PCGSValuable	rare	Australian	5	cent	coinsFrom	its	introduction	with	decimalization	in	1966,	replacing	the	pre-decimal	sixpence	while	maintaining	its	size	and	mass,	the	five-cent	coin	has	endured,	today	holding	the	status	as	the	smallest	denomination	in	Australian	currency.	One	of	the
years	that	stands	out	the	most	in	the	coins	long	history,	however,	is	1972,	a	time	when	rare	Australian	coins	value	became	particularly	notable.Crafted	from	nickel,	this	coin	bears	an	echidna	design	on	the	reverse	a	hallmark	of	Australian	currency.	On	the	obverse,	it	showcases	Queen	Elizabeth	IIs	effigy,	known	as	the	Second	Portrait.Though	its
design	is	beautiful	and	considered	classic,	what	sets	the	1972	edition	apart	from	other	rare	5c	Australian	coins	is	its	low	mintage	and	historical	context.	The	year	1972	marked	a	pivotal	moment	in	Australian	coinage,	due	to	a	shift	that	occurred	in	the	composition	of	the	coin,	transitioning	from	75%	copper	and	25%	nickel	to	pure	nickel.	Collectors
cherish	the	1972	edition	for	its	connection	to	this	transition	and	the	evolving	nature	of	Australian	currency.	Rare	Australian	10	cent	coins	listSince	its	introduction	in	1966,	the	Australian	10-cent	coin	has	generally	been	characterized	by	uniformity	in	design	and	composition.	Its	exquisite	design	featuring	the	intricate	impression	of	a	lyrebird	sculpted
by	Stuart	Devlin	has	endured,	remaining	a	constant	source	of	aesthetic	appeal	and	capturing	the	essence	of	Australias	wildlife	throughout	the	years.	For	this	reason,	some	collectors	might	say	that	rare	10c	Australian	coins	do	not	offer	a	particularly	lucrative	avenue	for	exploration.Nevertheless,	this	notion	may	not	hold	entirely	true,	as	certain	10-cent
coins,	particularly	the	2011	issue,	deviate	from	the	norm.	With	an	exceptionally	low	mintage	of	1.7	million,	the	2011	10-cent	coin	stands	out	as	a	key	date	for	collectors,	especially	considering	its	scarcity	compared	to	the	average	mintage	of	45.80	million	coins	per	year	for	the	denomination.	Speculation	abounds	regarding	the	reasons	behind	this
unusually	low	mintage,	with	some	enthusiasts	suggesting	a	limited	production	run	or	a	deliberate	effort	to	create	Australian	rare	coins	worth	money.	Valuable	rare	Australian	20	cent	coins	listSince	its	inception,	the	Australian	20	cent	coin	has	played	a	significant	role	as	a	staple	denomination	in	daily	transactions	across	the	country.	Among	its	diverse
releases,	the	1966	coin	carries	special	importance,	signifying	the	inaugural	year	of	decimalization.Despite	a	substantial	mintage	of	58.2	million,	the	1966	20	cent	coin	is	relatively	widespread	in	circulation.	However,	within	this	release	lies	a	rare	and	distinctive	variant	the	1966	wavy	baseline	20	cent	coin,	distinguished	as	one	of	Australias	rarest
decimal	coins	issued	for	circulation,	commanding	noteworthy	value	in	the	domain	of	Australian	rare	coin	values.Characterized	by	a	subtle	yet	discernible	wave	in	the	baseline	of	the	2	on	the	reverse	side,	this	variant	sets	itself	apart	from	the	standard	20	cent	coins	of	the	same	year.	The	wavy	baseline	anomaly,	while	seemingly	minor,	has	significant
implications	for	collectors,	especially	those	seeking	rare	Australian	20c	coins.	It	adds	a	layer	of	uniqueness	to	the	coin,	making	it	a	sought-after	rarity	in	numismatic	circles.The	cause	of	this	design	difference	remains	a	topic	of	debate	among	experts,	adding	an	element	of	mystery	to	the	coins	origin	story.	The	scarcity	of	well-preserved	specimens
further	elevates	the	1966	wavy	baseline	20	cent	coins	status	as	a	prized	collectible,	offering	enthusiasts	a	fascinating	glimpse	into	Australias	numismatic	history	and	the	intriguing	anomalies	that	occasionally	emerge	within	it.1966	20	Cent	Wavy	2	Photo	by	PCGSTo	learn	more	about	this	special	piece,	consult	this	articles	Rare	Australian	coins	to	look
out	for	section.Most	wanted	valuable	rare	Australian	50	cent	coinsIn	1977,	the	Royal	Australian	Mint	marked	the	25th	anniversary	of	Queen	Elizabeth	IIs	accession	with	a	distinctive	circulating	50	cent	coin.	This	coin,	produced	in	the	millions	as	part	of	the	silver	jubilee	celebration,	featured	a	unique	design	showcasing	the	Australia	coat	of	arms.While
the	sheer	quantity	may	not	initially	suggest	rarity,	the	narrative	takes	an	intriguing	turn	with	the	unanticipated	discovery	of	a	limited	number	of	1977	50	cent	coins	bearing	the	non-commemorative	Australia	coat	of	arms	design	from	preceding	and	subsequent	years.	This	unintentional	creation,	identified	as	a	mule,	i.e.	a	coin	that	is	struck	with
mismatched	dies	resulting	in	a	combination	of	obverse	and	reverse	designs	that	were	not	originally	intended	to	be	paired	together,	introduces	a	captivating	dimension	to	the	numismatic	story	of	this	rare	Australian	50	cent	coin.	Notably,	this	specific	coin,	considered	a	mint	error	with	fewer	than	10	known	examples,	stands	as	a	prized	discovery	for
collectors.1977	50	Cent	Mule	Photo	by	PCGSRare	Australian	dollar	coinsRare	Australian	$1	dollar	coins	listIntroduced	in	1984	to	replace	the	$1	note,	the	Australian	$1	coin	has	become	a	staple	in	the	countrys	currency.	Among	its	various	releases	over	the	years,	though,	some	stand	out	and	regularly	feature	in	pieces	compiling	a	list	of	rare	Australian
coins.	A	2005	$1	coin	error	coin	is	a	case	in	point.The	2005	Australian	$1	coin,	a	part	of	the	revered	Mob	of	Roos	series,	has	garnered	significant	attention	due	to	a	distinctive	error,	transforming	it	into	a	highly	sought-after	collectible.	Among	the	5.1	million	coins	minted	that	year,	only	a	few	exhibit	a	striking	off-center	design,	caused	by	a
misalignment	during	production.	This	error,	resulting	in	a	rare	Australian	1	dollar	coin	with	about	10%	or	2-3mm	off-center	placement,	has	left	a	portion	of	the	design	truncated,	creating	a	visually	captivating	variety.Photo	by	Finance.YahooRare	$2	Australian	coinsThe	Australian	two-dollar	coin,	introduced	in	1988,	has	undergone	various
transformations	over	the	years,	becoming	an	integral	part	of	the	nations	currency.	In	recent	years,	limited	edition	rare	Australian	2	dollar	coins	have	garnered	widespread	popularity,	reflecting	the	growing	interest	in	numismatics.A	great	illustration	of	this	point	is	the	2012	Remembrance	Day	Red	Poppy	$2	Coin.	Issued	in	two	versions	one	without	a
mintmark	and	the	other	featuring	a	C	mintmark	it	holds	a	special	place	in	collectors	hearts	with	its	low	mintage	of	just	500,000	units.Furthermore,	the	poignant	symbolism	of	the	red	poppy,	a	powerful	reminder	of	the	sacrifices	made	by	servicemen	and	women,	means	this	rare	$2	Australian	coin	strongly	resonates	with	both	collectors	and	those
appreciative	of	the	historical	narratives	embedded	in	currency.2012-C	$2	Remembrance	Day	Red	Poppy	Photo	by	PCGSExplore	a	selection	of	rarities	that	extends	beyond	the	most	rare	Australian	coins.Where	to	find	rare	Australian	coins	for	saleThe	realm	of	Australian	numismatics	is	a	fascinating	and	diverse	tapestry	of	rare	coins	spanning	various
denominations	and	historical	periods.	Collectors	who	embrace	these	rare	coins	often	discover	that	not	only	do	these	treasures	enhance	the	aesthetic	appeal	of	their	collection,	but	they	also	add	significant	historical	and	intrinsic	value.To	embark	on	or	elevate	your	numismatic	journey,	use	Blanchard.	Connect	with	Blanchards	team	of	experts	for
valuable	insights	and	guidance	on	rare	and	valuable	Australian	coins	and	more.Want	to	read	more?Subscribe	to	the	Blanchard	Newsletterand	get	our	tales	from	the	vault,	our	favorite	stories	from	around	the	world	and	the	latest	tangible	assets	news	delivered	to	your	inbox	weekly.	Australia	is	perhaps	better	known	for	its	natural	beauty	than	its
antiques.	But	in	the	world	of	coin	collecting,	there	are	some	fascinating	and	highly	collectable	specimens	from	Down	Under.So	what	are	the	most	valuable	Australian	coins?	And	what	is	it	that	makes	them	so	sought	after?Step	this	way	to	find	out!Most	Valuable	Australian	Coins1.	1930	Proof	PennyIf	you	thought	that	valuable	coins	had	to	be	made	of
precious	metals,	think	again.	This	humble	proof	penny	is	the	most	valuable	copper	coin	on	the	planet.It	was	one	of	only	six	proof	coins	to	be	struck	at	the	Melbourne	Mint.	Three	are	in	museums,	leaving	only	three	available	to	private	collectors.And	this	particular	coin	is	considered	the	best	of	the	bunch.	According	to	the	sellers,	it	was	handpicked	by
the	deputy	master	of	the	mint,	A.	M.	Le	Souef,	for	his	own	private	collection.	That	provenance	made	an	already	rare	coin	even	more	exciting	to	collectors.But	others	claimed	that	the	coin	had	never	belonged	to	Le	Souef.	They	pointed	out	that	he	had	retired	from	his	position	at	the	mint	in	1926,	four	years	before	the	coin	was	struck.If	anything,	the
controversy	added	to	the	coins	mystique.So	just	how	valuable	can	a	copper	coin	really	be?	Well,	the	1930	penny	was	never	intended	for	circulation.	But	somehow	a	handful	of	coins	still	found	their	way	into	circulation.Not	as	fine	in	quality	as	the	proofs,	they	can	nevertheless	command	prices	of	around	AUS	$20,000.	Thats	around	US	$14,000.This
penny	was	in	a	different	league.	It	was	offered	for	sale	by	a	leading	Melbourne	coin	dealer	in	2009.	And	while	the	details	of	the	purchase	are	shrouded	in	mystery,	it	was	expected	to	fetch	around	AUS	$2	million.	2.	1923	Proof	HalfpennyThis	1923	proof	halfpenny	came	to	auction	in	2009.	And	its	record-breaking	price	tag	is	perhaps	what	prompted	the
owner	of	the	1930	proof	penny	to	put	their	coin	up	for	sale	too.1923	halfpennies	struck	for	circulation	are	considerable	rarities.	Only	around	15,000	of	them	were	made	at	the	Melbourne	Mint.	That	compares	to	well	over	a	million	pennies	struck	the	previous	year.	The	best	quality	example	known	to	exist	was	sold	in	2019	for	$75,000.But	this	particular
coin	is	unique.	Its	a	proof	coin,	meaning	it	was	crafted	with	exceptional	quality	and	never	intended	for	circulation.	Proofs	were	produced	for	archival	purposes,	and	in	some	cases	for	collectors.	And	this	is	the	only	proof	of	the	1923	halfpenny	in	existence.As	such,	its	highly	desirable.	When	it	came	under	the	hammer	in	2009,	it	sold	for	a	staggering
AUS	$500,000.	Thats	well	over	US	$340,000.	3.	1920	Square	Penny	Type	9The	square	pennies	minted	in	the	early	1920s	bear	an	image	of	a	kookaburra	on	one	side.	The	penny	from	1920	is	the	rarest	and	most	collectable	of	them	all.The	coin	was	also	made	in	a	large	number	of	different	versions,	referred	to	as	types.	The	Type	9	was	unusual	in	that
the	obverse	side	had	the	text	(or	legend)	in	a	square.But	all	the	kookaburra	coins	are	known	have	quality	issues.	The	surfaces	are	often	rather	dull,	with	inconsistent	tones	to	the	metal.This	particular	Type	9	specimen	was	special	because	of	the	quality	of	the	strike.	It	was	almost	up	to	the	standard	of	a	proof,	with	crisp	detailing	on	both	sides.	And	the
toning	on	both	sides	was	superior	to	other	examples	too,	with	a	warm	golden	tone	on	the	obverse.	It	was	sold	in	2018	by	the	dealers	Coinworks	for	a	price	of	AUS	$135,000.	4.	1852	Type	1	Adelaide	PoundAdelaide	pounds	were	the	very	first	Australian	gold	coins.	That	alone	makes	them	precious	and	collectable.	But	the	Type	1	Adelaide	pounds	are
more	collectable	still.In	this	type,	a	flaw	in	the	die	resulted	in	a	crack	that	runs	through	the	letters	D	W	T	on	one	side	of	the	coin.	Only	40	such	coins	are	known	to	have	been	produced.	And	of	those,	just	three	were	uncirculated,	leaving	them	in	pristine	condition.This	is	one	of	those	coins,	and	for	many	years	it	was	owned	by	the	American	coin	collector
Mortimer	Hammel.	It	came	up	for	sale	in	August	2021,	offered	through	the	dealers	Coinworks.	It	was	quickly	snapped	up	for	AUS	$600,000.	Thats	about	US	$410,000.	5.	1953	Proof	Perth	PennyThe	Perth	Mint	first	began	striking	coins	in	1899.	At	that	time,	it	was	a	branch	of	the	London	Mint,	and	its	first	tasks	were	to	create	Australian	sovereigns
and	half	sovereigns.Making	proof	coins	was	a	resource	intensive	process	in	the	1950s.	Only	around	20	proofs	were	typically	produced.	And	even	proofs	of	coins	that	are	in	plentiful	supply	in	circulated	versions	can	command	high	prices.Thats	the	case	with	this	1953	proof	Perth	penny.	Its	in	excellent	condition	described	by	the	sellers	as	superb	FDC.
FDC	stands	for	fleur	de	coin,	meaning	its	pretty	much	perfect.At	the	time	of	writing,	it	was	being	offered	for	sale	via	Coinworks	at	AUS	$38,000.	Thats	the	equivalent	of	around	US	$26,000.	6.	1855	Sydney	Mint	SovereignAustralias	first	ever	sovereigns	were	produced	in	1855	at	the	Sydney	Mint,	giving	them	a	special	place	in	Australian	history.Over
half	a	million	coins	were	struck,	but	today	they	have	become	something	of	a	rarity.	Circulated	coins	in	reasonable	condition	sell	for	around	AUS	$1,800.This	particular	coin,	however,	had	never	been	circulated.	As	a	result,	it	was	in	the	type	of	condition	for	which	collectors	were	prepared	to	pay	a	significant	premium.It	came	up	for	sale	in	2021	and	was
snapped	up	for	AUS	$95,000.	Thats	about	US	$65,000.	7.	1922-21	Overdate	ThruppenceThis	particularly	thruppenny	bit	is	the	rarest	of	all	Australian	coins	produced	for	circulation.	Its	unusual	because	of	a	flaw	thats	known	as	an	overdate.This	is	just	what	youd	imagine	the	last	digit	is	a	1,	over	which	a	2	has	been	stamped.	Both	numerals	are	visible
on	the	face	of	the	coin.	How	and	why	this	came	about	has	been	the	result	of	considerable	debate	amongst	coin	experts.	Some	believe	that	an	old	die	was	pressed	into	service.	A	simple	punch,	they	believe,	was	used	to	replace	the	1	with	a	2.Others	believe	its	simply	a	filled	die	where	part	of	the	design	was	filled	by	grease	or	dirt.Whatever	its	origins,
the	overdate	is	a	rare	coin.	Only	about	900	are	believed	to	exist.	And	this	example	is	the	finest	of	all,	in	virtually	uncirculated	condition.It	was	sold	in	2022	for	AUS	$70,000	about	US	$48,000.	8.	1899	Proof	Half	SovereignThis	beautiful	gold	coin	dates	from	1899.	Its	a	half	sovereign	that	was	struck	as	a	coin	of	record	at	the	Melbourne	Mint.Coins	of
record	refer	to	proof	coins	that	were	struck	in	the	Australian	pre-decimal	era.	They	were	designed	not	for	collectors,	but	to	record	a	particular	years	mintage	or	design.	As	such,	they	are	excellent	quality,	with	crisp,	clear	strikes	and	highly	polished	fields.And	because	they	were	produced	for	archives,	rather	than	the	private	market,	they	are	difficult	to
get	hold	of.This	example	was	sold	by	dealers	Coinworks	in	April	2022.	It	made	AUS	$80,000	thats	around	US	$55,000.	9.	1813	Holey	DollarThe	Holey	Dollar	was	one	of	the	very	first	coins	to	be	used	in	Australia,	still	a	penal	colony	at	the	time.	The	governor	of	New	South	Wales,	Lachlan	Macquarie,	enlisted	the	help	of	a	convicted	forger,	William
Henshall,	to	produce	the	coins.The	colony	had	already	been	running	for	20	years	without	any	currency.	Convicts	did	not	have	money,	and	the	soldiers	supervising	them	were	paid	in	promissory	notes.	But	having	had	to	pay	200	barrels	of	rum	to	purchase	his	own	house,	Macquarie	felt	it	was	time	for	a	more	practical	approach.He	imported	40,000
Spanish	silver	dollars.	A	hole	was	punched	in	the	middle	of	them	to	prevent	them	being	used	outside	the	colony.	The	doughnut	shaped	coin	was	them	stamped	with	the	denomination	of	five	shillings	and	the	date	of	1813.Most	of	the	dollars	were	eventually	melted	down	for	bullion.	Only	about	300	are	thought	to	survive,	with	about	200	of	them	privately
owned.This	example	was	sold	in	the	UK	in	2017	for	82,000,	plus	a	buyers	premium	of	20	per	cent.	That	brought	the	total	price	to	98,400,	or	about	US	$115,000.But	prices	continued	to	rise	steeply.	In	2022,	the	Australian	dealer	Coinworks	sold	a	fine	example	for	AUS	$525,000,	Thats	about	US	$360,000.	10.	1813	Dump	Struck	with	A/1	DiesThe
partner	to	the	1813	Holey	Dollar	was	the	doughnut	hole	to	the	dollars	doughnut.	In	other	words,	it	was	made	from	the	silver	cut	out	of	the	middle	of	the	Spanish	dollars.	Its	value	was	15	pence,	and	it	became	known	as	a	Dump.The	most	sought-after	examples	have	an	H	on	the	reverse,	between	the	words	fifteen	and	pence.	The	H	signified	Henshall,
the	man	responsible	for	crafting	the	dies.	For	reasons	unknown,	only	some	of	the	dies	carried	his	initial.The	edge	of	the	coin	also	has	milling	a	pattern	designed	to	show	if	anyone	had	shaved	bits	of	silver	off	the	coin.	This	particular	example	has	both	the	H	and	clear	milling	around	the	outside.	It	also	has	a	dot	above	the	3	in	the	date,	another	rare
feature.It	was	offered	for	sale	by	dealers	Coinworks,	who	estimated	it	as	being	in	the	top	10	per	cent	of	surviving	Dumps	in	terms	of	its	quality.	It	sold	in	2022	for	AUS	$45,000	thats	about	US	$31,000.	11.	1813	Dump	Struck	with	D/2	DiesFour	different	dies	were	used	to	strike	the	1813	dump.	The	A/1	die	combination	used	in	the	version	weve	just	seen
is	actually	the	most	frequently	found.	They	were	used	for	about	three	quarters	of	the	Dumps	known	to	exist.The	D/2	dies	account	for	about	20	per	cent	of	the	population.	The	rarest	are	the	C/4	and	E/3	dies.	But	they	are	very	crude,	possibly	produced	as	test	pieces	prior	to	production.This	specimen	uses	the	D/2	dies.	They	are	the	only	dies	where	a
cross	is	shown	atop	the	orb	in	the	design.	The	sought	after	H	for	Henshall	is	crisp	and	clear.Theres	also	a	full	stop	after	the	New	and	South	in	New	South	Wales.	This	is	very	rare,	as	the	hollow	depressions	in	the	die	used	to	form	the	full	stop	quickly	became	filled	with	dirt.	It	indicates	that	this	was	of	the	first	coins	to	be	struck	using	the	dies.All	this
makes	it	a	very	desirable	piece.	It	was	last	offered	for	sale	in	May	2021,	when	it	sold	for	AUS	$165,000.	Thats	about	US	$115,000.	12.	1860	Aborigine	ThreepenceThis	1860	coin	saw	the	first	ever	representation	of	an	Aboriginal	Australian	on	coinage.	It	would	be	over	200	years	before	it	was	repeated,	when	a	tribal	elder	appeared	on	the	two-dollar
coins	produced	for	Australias	bicentenary.The	design	was	sculpted	by	two	Scandinavian	jewellers,	Julius	Hogarth	and	Conrad	Erichson.	They	had	come	to	Australia	to	find	gold.	But	having	failed	to	do	so,	they	set	up	a	highly	successful	silversmiths	in	Sydney.This	particular	coin	is	known	as	the	Marcus	Clark,	after	an	earlier	owner.	It	is	considered	the
finest	of	the	eight	1860	Aborigine	threepences	known	to	exist.	Its	in	mint	state,	and	proof-like	in	quality.	It	was	sold	by	Coinworks	in	July	2021	for	AUS	$70,000.	Thats	about	US	$48,000.	13.	1889	Proof	SovereignThis	lovely	sovereign	was	struck	in	1899	at	the	Melbourne	Mint.	It	carried	the	portrait	of	Queen	Victoria	commissioned	to	mark	her
diamond	jubilee.	And	it	was	produced	as	a	coin	of	record,	an	exceptional	quality	piece	intended	for	the	archives.Only	two	coins	of	record	are	known	to	exist	in	private	hands.	Before	its	more	recent	sale,	this	one,	in	brilliant	and	flawless	condition,	had	last	changed	hands	in	1988.	It	had	been	bought	then	for	AUS	$9,000,	considerably	above	its	pre-sale



estimate	of	up	to	AUS	$6,000.It	was	over	30	years	before	it	was	offered	for	sale	again.	In	2021,	it	was	snapped	up	for	AUS	$85,000.	Thats	the	equivalent	of	around	US	$58,000.	Pieces	of	Australian	HistoryWe	hope	youve	enjoyed	our	tour	of	the	most	valuable	Australian	coins	to	have	hit	the	market	in	recent	years.These	small	artefacts	are	much	more
than	small	pieces	of	copper,	silver	and	gold.	Theyre	miniature	works	of	art,	and	tiny	pieces	of	Australias	history.Whether	youre	keen	to	buy,	or	just	interested	in	what	makes	a	coin	valuable,	we	hope	youve	enjoyed	learning	more	about	them.	As	a	passionate	coin	collector,	Ive	always	been	fascinated	by	the	allure	of	rare	Australian	coins.	These	tiny
pieces	of	history	not	only	capture	the	essence	of	a	nations	past	but	can	also	be	incredibly	valuable.	Did	you	know	that	some	Australian	coins	have	sold	for	over	$1	million	at	auction?Ill	take	you	on	a	journey	through	the	world	of	rare	and	valuable	Australian	coins,	perfect	for	the	discerning	collector.	Well	explore	the	most	sought-after	pieces,	from	the
1930	penny	to	the	1966	wavy	baseline	20	cent	coin.	Whether	youre	a	seasoned	numismatist	or	just	starting	your	collection,	youll	discover	why	these	coins	are	so	prized	and	how	to	spot	them.	Australian	numismatics	captivates	collectors	with	its	rich	tapestry	of	history	and	cultural	significance.	From	the	colonial	era	to	the	modern	decimal	system,
these	coins	tell	a	compelling	story	of	Australias	evolution.	Ive	discovered	that	the	rarity	and	historical	value	of	certain	Australian	coins	make	them	irresistible	to	collectors	worldwide.Take	the	1930	Australian	Penny,	for	instance.	Its	not	just	a	coin;	its	the	crown	jewel	of	Australian	numismatics.	With	only	1,500	to	2,000	minted,	its	no	wonder	a	proof
quality	example	fetched	a	staggering	AUD1.15	million	in	2019.	Thats	the	kind	of	rarity	that	gets	collectors	hearts	racing!But	its	not	just	about	the	pennies.	The	1923	Halfpenny	is	another	gem	thats	caught	my	eye.	Made	of	bronze	and	featuring	King	George	V,	its	a	tangible	piece	of	Australias	past.	With	a	limited	mintage	of	about	15,000,	its	become	a
prized	possession	for	many	collectors.And	lets	not	forget	the	1922	3	Pence	Coin,	specifically	the	2	Over	1	Variety.	Its	like	finding	a	needle	in	a	haystack	out	of	5,531	minted,	only	around	900	of	this	variety	exist.	Its	these	little	quirks	and	rarities	that	make	Australian	numismatics	so	fascinating.Heres	a	quick	look	at	these	rare
coins:CoinYearMintageNotable	FeatureRecent	Sale	PriceAustralian	Penny19301,500-2,000Extremely	rareAUD1.15	million	(2019)Halfpenny1923~15,000Bronze,	King	George	VHighly	valuable3	Pence	Coin1922900	(2	Over	1	Variety)Rare	varietySignificantly	higher	valueWhat	makes	these	coins	so	alluring?	Its	not	just	their	monetary	value.	Each	coin
is	a	window	into	Australias	past,	reflecting	the	nations	growth	and	identity.	Theyre	tangible	pieces	of	history	you	can	hold	in	your	hand.Ever	wondered	what	itd	be	like	to	own	a	piece	of	Australian	history?	Thats	the	thrill	of	collecting	these	rare	coins.	Its	not	just	about	building	a	collection;	its	about	connecting	with	Australias	rich	heritage.So,	whether
youre	a	seasoned	numismatist	or	just	starting	out,	Australian	coins	offer	a	unique	blend	of	history,	rarity,	and	potential	investment.	Ready	to	dive	into	the	fascinating	world	of	Australian	numismatics?	Australias	pre-decimal	coinage	offers	a	treasure	trove	of	rare	and	valuable	pieces	for	collectors.	These	coins,	minted	before	the	1966	currency
changeover,	are	prized	for	their	historical	significance	and	scarcity.	The	1930	penny	stands	as	the	crown	jewel	of	Australian	numismatics.	Despite	official	records	indicating	no	pennies	were	struck	for	circulation	that	year	due	to	the	Great	Depression,	a	small	number	were	produced.	Estimates	suggest	between	1,500	and	2,000	pieces	exist,	making	it
one	of	the	most	sought-after	coins	in	the	country.The	value	of	a	1930	penny	hinges	on	its	condition.	Numismatists	use	a	grading	system	to	assess	strike	quality	and	preservation	state.	Prices	for	these	rare	coins	can	soar	into	tens	or	even	hundreds	of	thousands	of	dollars	for	specimens	in	exceptional	condition.Authenticating	a	1930	penny	requires
careful	examination.	I	pay	close	attention	to	the	diamonds	and	pearls	on	the	obverse,	which	are	particularly	susceptible	to	wear.	These	details	serve	as	key	indicators	of	the	coins	genuineness.	However,	Im	always	cautious	of	potential	forgeries	in	the	market.	The	1922/21	overdate	threepence	is	another	fascinating	rarity	in	Australian	pre-decimal
coinage.	This	coins	unique	feature	is	a	visible	1	beneath	the	last	2	in	the	date,	resulting	from	the	mint	re-using	and	modifying	a	1921	die.Only	a	small	number	of	these	overdate	coins	were	produced,	with	estimates	ranging	from	500	to	1,000	pieces.	This	scarcity	has	driven	their	value	significantly	higher	than	standard	1922	threepence	coins.Collectors
prize	the	1922/21	overdate	threepence	for	its	historical	significance	and	the	intriguing	story	behind	its	creation.	The	overdate	serves	as	a	tangible	reminder	of	the	mints	cost-saving	practices	during	the	economic	challenges	of	the	early	1920s.When	identifying	this	coin,	I	focus	on	the	distinctive	overdate	feature.	Under	magnification,	the	underlying	1
is	visible	beneath	the	final	2	in	the	date.	The	coins	overall	condition	also	plays	a	crucial	role	in	determining	its	value,	with	well-preserved	specimens	commanding	premium	prices.	Australias	decimal	currency	era,	beginning	in	1966,	brought	forth	its	own	set	of	numismatic	gems.	These	rare	coins,	produced	during	modern	times,	offer	collectors	unique
opportunities	to	own	pieces	of	Australian	minting	history.	The	1966	Wavy	Baseline	20	Cent	Coin	stands	out	as	one	of	Australias	rarest	decimal	coins	ever	issued	for	circulation.	Despite	the	Royal	Australian	Mint	striking	58.2	million	20	cent	coins	in	1966,	only	a	small	fraction	feature	the	distinctive	wavy	baseline	on	the	reverse	side.Identifying	this	rare
coin	involves	examining	the	baseline	of	the	2	on	the	reverse.	While	standard	20	cent	coins	display	a	flat	baseline,	the	valuable	variety	exhibits	a	wavy	baseline.	Additionally,	theres	a	raised	bulbous	area	beneath	the	wave	on	the	2	baseline.The	exact	cause	of	this	unique	feature	remains	a	topic	of	debate	among	numismatists.	Some	speculate	that	a
round	object	may	have	impacted	the	die	before	it	was	case	hardened,	resulting	in	a	depression	that	appears	as	a	raised	area	on	the	coin.For	collectors,	the	1966	Wavy	Baseline	20	Cent	Coin	represents	a	fascinating	anomaly	in	Australian	decimal	coinage.	Its	rarity	and	distinctive	characteristics	make	it	a	prized	addition	to	any	serious	collection.	The
2000	Mule	Dollar	Coin	is	another	intriguing	decimal-era	treasure	that	captivates	Australian	coin	collectors.	This	rare	coin	resulted	from	an	error	at	the	Royal	Australian	Mint,	where	the	wrong	die	was	used	during	production.A	mule	in	numismatics	refers	to	a	coin	struck	with	mismatched	dies.	In	this	case,	the	2000	Mule	Dollar	Coin	features	the
standard	mob	of	kangaroos	reverse	design	but	with	the	smaller	ten-cent	obverse	die	featuring	Queen	Elizabeth	IIs	portrait.The	error	occurred	when	a	small	number	of	these	coins	were	accidentally	struck	using	the	ten-cent	obverse	die	instead	of	the	correct	one-dollar	die.	This	mistake	created	a	thicker-than-usual	rim	and	a	double	rim	effect	on	the
obverse	side.Experts	estimate	that	only	6,000	to	7,000	of	these	error	coins	entered	circulation.	Their	rarity	and	the	unusual	circumstances	of	their	creation	make	them	highly	sought	after	by	collectors	and	investors	alike.The	2000	Mule	Dollar	Coin	serves	as	a	reminder	that	even	in	modern	minting	processes,	errors	can	occur,	creating	unique	and
valuable	numismatic	specimens.	For	collectors,	owning	one	of	these	coins	offers	a	piece	of	Australian	minting	history	and	a	testament	to	the	enduring	fascination	with	rare	and	unusual	coins.	Australias	commemorative	coins	offer	collectors	a	unique	blend	of	historical	significance	and	artistic	beauty.	These	special	editions	not	only	celebrate	important
events	but	also	serve	as	tangible	pieces	of	the	nations	cultural	heritage.	The	2000	Sydney	Olympics	$100	Gold	Coin	stands	as	a	testament	to	Australias	prowess	in	both	sports	and	numismatics.	Part	of	an	exclusive	set	of	eight	Fine	Gold	(.999)	Proof	coins,	this	piece	commemorates	the	Sydney	2000	Summer	Olympics,	a	landmark	event	in	Australian
history.Minted	by	the	prestigious	Perth	Mint,	this	coin	showcases	exceptional	craftsmanship.	Its	.999	fine	gold	composition	ensures	both	purity	and	lasting	value.	The	coins	design	likely	features	Olympic-themed	imagery,	capturing	the	spirit	of	the	games	and	Australias	role	as	the	host	nation.For	collectors,	the	2000	Sydney	Olympics	$100	Gold	Coin
represents	more	than	just	monetary	value.	Its	a	piece	of	Olympic	history,	a	reminder	of	Australias	moment	in	the	global	spotlight.	The	limited	nature	of	this	commemorative	set	adds	to	its	appeal,	making	it	a	sought-after	item	for	both	numismatists	and	sports	enthusiasts.	The	2012	Red	Poppy	$2	Coin	is	a	poignant	tribute	to	Remembrance	Day,
blending	numismatic	artistry	with	historical	significance.	This	coin	stands	out	for	its	unique	design	and	limited	mintage,	making	it	a	prized	possession	for	collectors.The	coins	most	striking	feature	is	its	colored	design,	featuring	a	vibrant	red	poppy.	This	symbol	of	remembrance	is	encircled	by	micro-lettering	that	reads	Lest	we	forget	and
Remembrance	Day,	adding	depth	to	its	commemorative	purpose.	The	use	of	color	in	circulating	coins	is	rare,	making	this	piece	particularly	noteworthy.With	only	503,000	minted,	the	2012	Red	Poppy	$2	Coin	is	one	of	the	lowest	minted	colored	circulating	$2	coins	in	Australian	history.	This	scarcity	has	driven	up	its	value	significantly.	Recent	market
trends	show	these	coins	fetching	between	$240	and	$500,	depending	on	condition	and	demand.For	the	avid	collector,	the	rarer	versions	with	a	C	mint	mark	are	especially	valuable.	These	variants	can	command	prices	ranging	from	$530	to	$1,150,	reflecting	their	extreme	scarcity	and	desirability	among	numismatists.	Australias	numismatic	history	is
rich	with	distinctive	and	rare	coins	that	captivate	collectors	worldwide.	These	unique	designs	not	only	showcase	Australias	cultural	heritage	but	also	represent	significant	milestones	in	the	countrys	monetary	evolution.	The	Square	Kookaburra	Pennies	stand	out	as	one	of	Australias	most	intriguing	coin	experiments.	Struck	between	1919	and	1921	in
London	and	Melbourne,	these	coins	were	part	of	an	ambitious	plan	to	revolutionize	Australias	coinage	system.	The	design	featured	an	iconic	kookaburra	on	the	reverse,	embodying	a	distinctly	Australian	character.What	makes	these	pennies	truly	unique	is	their	square	shape,	a	departure	from	traditional	circular	coins.	This	unconventional	form	was
intended	to	prevent	confusion	with	sixpenny	and	threepenny	pieces.	However,	the	square	design	proved	problematic,	often	jamming	in	coin	vending	machines.The	exact	number	of	Square	Kookaburra	Pennies	in	existence	remains	a	mystery,	adding	to	their	allure	among	collectors.	These	coins	were	distributed	to	officials	and	the	public	for	feedback,
but	never	entered	mass	circulation.	Their	rarity	and	historical	significance	make	them	highly	prized	in	the	numismatic	world.	The	Holey	Dollar	and	Dump	represent	a	fascinating	chapter	in	Australias	early	colonial	currency.	In	1813,	faced	with	a	severe	coin	shortage,	Governor	Lachlan	Macquarie	devised	an	ingenious	solution	using	40,000	Spanish
silver	dollars.Each	Spanish	dollar	was	punched	with	a	hole	in	the	center,	creating	two	distinct	coins:The	Holey	Dollar:	The	outer	ring	of	the	original	coin,	counter-stamped	with	its	new	value	of	five	shillings.The	Dump:	The	small,	round	center	piece,	valued	at	15	pence.	This	creative	approach	effectively	doubled	the	number	of	coins	in	circulation,
addressing	the	colonys	economic	needs.	The	Holey	Dollar	and	Dump	remained	legal	tender	until	1829,	when	they	were	gradually	withdrawn	and	replaced	with	British	currency.Today,	these	coins	are	extremely	rare	and	valuable.	Estimates	suggest	only	about	300	Holey	Dollars	and	1,000	Dumps	still	exist,	making	them	highly	sought	after	by	collectors
and	museums	alike.	Their	unique	design	and	historical	importance	offer	a	tangible	connection	to	Australias	colonial	past.	Collecting	rare	Australian	coins	is	an	exciting	hobby	that	requires	knowledge,	patience,	and	strategic	planning.	Here	are	some	essential	tips	to	help	you	build	a	valuable	collection:	Study	Australian	numismatic	historyLearn	about
minting	processes	and	coin	gradingStay	updated	on	market	trends	and	valuesFocus	on	quality	over	quantity:Prioritize	well-preserved	coinsLook	for	coins	with	minimal	wear	and	damageConsider	investing	in	professionally	graded	coinsDiversify	your	collection:Include	pre-decimal	and	decimal	coinsCollect	both	circulated	and	uncirculated
specimensSeek	out	commemorative	and	error	coinsNetwork	with	other	collectors:Join	numismatic	clubs	and	forumsAttend	coin	shows	and	auctionsShare	knowledge	and	experiences	with	fellow	enthusiastsAuthenticate	your	purchases:Buy	from	reputable	dealers	and	auction	housesUse	reference	materials	to	verify	coin	detailsConsider	professional
authentication	for	high-value	coinsStore	and	handle	coins	properly:Use	acid-free	holders	and	albumsHandle	coins	by	their	edges	to	avoid	damageStore	in	a	cool,	dry	place	away	from	direct	sunlightStay	alert	for	rare	finds:Check	your	change	regularlyLook	for	error	coins	like	the	2000	$1/10c	MuleKeep	an	eye	out	for	limited	mintage	coins	like	the	1988
Aboriginal	Elder	$2	coinDetermine	how	much	youre	willing	to	investAllocate	funds	for	different	types	of	coinsBe	prepared	for	unexpected	opportunitiesDocument	your	collection:Keep	detailed	records	of	each	coins	provenancePhotograph	your	coins	for	insurance	purposesTrack	your	collections	overall	valueBuilding	a	valuable	collection	takes
timeDont	rush	into	purchases	without	proper	researchWait	for	the	right	opportunities	to	acquire	rare	coins	By	following	these	tips,	youll	be	well-equipped	to	start	or	enhance	your	rare	Australian	coin	collection.	Remember,	the	key	to	successful	collecting	is	continuous	learning	and	a	keen	eye	for	quality	and	rarity.	Investing	in	Australian	numismatics
isnt	just	a	hobby;	its	a	potentially	lucrative	venture.	Ive	seen	firsthand	how	rare	coins	can	appreciate	significantly	over	time.	Take	the	1930	Penny,	for	instance.	This	accidental	mintage	has	become	the	crown	jewel	of	Australian	coin	collecting,	with	a	proof	quality	example	fetching	a	staggering	AUD1.15	million	in	2019.But	its	not	just	about	the	oldest
coins.	Even	relatively	recent	issues	can	pack	a	punch.	The	2000	$1/10c	Mule,	a	hybrid	coin	with	a	$1	obverse	and	10c	reverse,	sold	for	$3,000	at	auction.	Thats	a	remarkable	return	for	a	coin	minted	just	over	two	decades	ago.Heres	a	quick	look	at	some	top-performing	Australian	coins:CoinYearSale	Price1930	Penny2019AUD1.15	million1894	Gold
Sovereign	Melbourne	Mint$711,0002010	Perth	Mint	Proof	Australian	Sovereign$400,0002000	$1/10c	Mule$3,0001966	20	Cent	Coin	Wavy	Line$2,500When	investing	in	Australian	numismatics,	its	crucial	to	focus	on	rarity	and	condition.	The	1894	Gold	Sovereign	from	the	Melbourne	Mint,	for	example,	owes	its	$711,000	price	tag	to	both	its	scarcity
and	its	gold	content.	Similarly,	the	2010	Perth	Mint	Proof	Australian	Sovereign,	with	its	91.67%	pure	gold	content,	commanded	an	impressive	$400,000	at	auction.But	how	do	you	start	investing?	First,	educate	yourself.	Learn	about	minting	processes,	historical	contexts,	and	grading	standards.	Network	with	experienced	collectors	and	dealers.	Theyre
often	treasure	troves	of	information	and	can	alert	you	to	upcoming	auctions	or	sales.Remember,	patience	is	key.	Building	a	valuable	collection	takes	time.	Dont	rush	to	buy	every	coin	you	see.	Instead,	focus	on	quality	pieces	that	have	potential	for	appreciation.	And	always,	always	authenticate	your	purchases.	A	certificate	of	authenticity	from	a
reputable	grading	service	can	make	a	world	of	difference	in	your	coins	value.Lastly,	consider	diversifying	your	numismatic	portfolio.	While	rare	pre-decimal	coins	like	the	1966	Wavy	Baseline	20	Cent	Coin	are	undoubtedly	valuable,	dont	overlook	modern	commemorative	issues.	The	2000	Sydney	Olympics	$100	Gold	Coin	or	the	2012	Red	Poppy	$2
Coin	could	be	tomorrows	prized	collectibles.	Australian	coins	offer	a	unique	blend	of	history,	rarity,	and	investment	potential,	with	some	specimens	fetching	over	$1	million	at	auction.Pre-decimal	rarities	like	the	1930	Penny	and	1922/21	Overdate	Threepence	are	highly	sought	after	due	to	their	limited	mintage	and	historical	significance.Decimal	era
treasures	include	the	1966	Wavy	Baseline	20	Cent	Coin	and	the	2000	Mule	Dollar	Coin,	both	prized	for	their	unique	minting	errors.Commemorative	coins,	such	as	the	2000	Sydney	Olympics	$100	Gold	Coin	and	the	2012	Red	Poppy	$2	Coin,	offer	both	historical	value	and	aesthetic	appeal.Successful	coin	collecting	requires	thorough	research,	focusing
on	quality	over	quantity,	and	authenticating	purchases	from	reputable	sources.	Australian	coins	offer	a	fascinating	world	for	collectors	and	investors	alike.	From	rare	pre-decimal	gems	to	modern	minting	errors	these	pieces	capture	the	essence	of	Australias	rich	history	and	culture.	By	focusing	on	quality	rarity	and	continuous	learning	collectors	can
build	truly	remarkable	collections.	Whether	youre	drawn	to	the	artistry	of	commemorative	coins	or	the	thrill	of	uncovering	a	valuable	error	remember	that	patience	and	research	are	key.	As	you	embark	on	your	numismatic	journey	I	hope	this	guide	has	inspired	you	to	explore	the	captivating	realm	of	Australian	coins.	Happy	collecting!	Some	of	the
rarest	Australian	coins	include	the	1966	Wavy	Baseline	20	Cent	Coin,	the	2000	Mule	Dollar	Coin,	and	the	1930	Penny.	These	coins	are	highly	sought	after	by	collectors	due	to	their	scarcity	and	historical	significance.	Other	notable	rare	coins	include	the	Square	Kookaburra	Pennies	and	the	Holey	Dollar	and	Dump,	which	have	unique	designs	and
interesting	stories	behind	their	creation.	To	start	investing	in	Australian	numismatics,	educate	yourself	about	coin	history	and	values	through	books,	online	resources,	and	coin	shows.	Network	with	experienced	collectors	and	dealers	to	gain	insights.	Start	small	and	be	patient,	focusing	on	quality	over	quantity.	Always	authenticate	your	purchases	and
consider	diversifying	your	collection.	Remember	that	condition	and	rarity	are	key	factors	in	determining	a	coins	value.	Australian	coins	are	unique	due	to	their	distinctive	designs	featuring	native	flora	and	fauna,	such	as	the	kangaroo	and	kookaburra.	Many	coins	also	commemorate	significant	events	in	Australian	history,	like	the	2000	Sydney	Olympics
$100	Gold	Coin.	The	countrys	numismatic	history	includes	interesting	pieces	like	the	Square	Kookaburra	Pennies	and	the	Holey	Dollar	and	Dump,	which	reflect	Australias	colonial	past	and	resourcefulness.	A	coins	condition	is	crucial	when	collecting	or	investing.	Coins	in	better	condition	are	generally	more	valuable,	with	uncirculated	or	proof	coins
often	commanding	the	highest	prices.	Grading	systems	like	the	Sheldon	Scale	help	determine	a	coins	condition.	Even	small	differences	in	condition	can	significantly	impact	a	coins	value,	especially	for	rare	or	highly	sought-after	pieces.	Commemorative	coins	can	be	good	investments,	but	it	depends	on	factors	like	mintage	numbers,	historical
significance,	and	collector	demand.	Some	commemorative	coins,	like	the	2000	Sydney	Olympics	$100	Gold	Coin	or	the	2012	Red	Poppy	$2	Coin,	have	appreciated	in	value.	However,	not	all	commemorative	coins	increase	in	value	over	time.	Research	the	coins	potential	and	collector	interest	before	investing.	To	authenticate	a	rare	Australian	coin,
consult	reputable	coin	dealers	or	professional	grading	services.	These	experts	can	verify	the	coins	authenticity,	assess	its	condition,	and	provide	documentation.	Look	for	consistent	details,	weight,	and	composition	compared	to	known	genuine	examples.	For	valuable	coins,	consider	getting	them	certified	by	a	trusted	third-party	grading	service	to
ensure	authenticity	and	establish	a	grade.	The	1930	Penny	is	one	of	the	most	famous	and	valuable	Australian	coins.	Its	rarity	stems	from	the	fact	that	it	was	minted	during	the	Great	Depression	when	coin	production	was	limited.	Only	a	small	number	were	produced,	making	it	highly	sought	after	by	collectors.	The	1930	Penny	has	become	a	symbol	of
Australian	numismatic	history	and	can	fetch	high	prices	at	auctions,	depending	on	its	condition.	Australian	pre-decimal	currency,	used	until	1966,	was	based	on	pounds,	shillings,	and	pence.	It	included	coins	like	pennies,	threepences,	sixpences,	shillings,	and	florins.	The	current	decimal	system,	introduced	on	February	14,	1966,	uses	dollars	and
cents.	This	change	simplified	currency	calculations	and	aligned	Australia	with	other	countries	using	decimal	systems.	Some	pre-decimal	coins,	particularly	rare	ones,	are	now	valuable	collectors	items.	The	Mule	Dollar	Coin	is	a	rare	Australian	$1	coin	minted	in	2000	with	an	error.	It	features	a	standard	$1	coin	obverse	paired	with	a	10	cent	coin
reverse	due	to	a	mix-up	at	the	mint.	This	mistake	makes	it	extremely	rare	and	valuable	to	collectors.	The	coins	uniqueness	and	the	limited	number	in	circulation	have	caused	its	value	to	appreciate	significantly	since	its	discovery.	To	protect	your	coin	collection,	store	coins	in	appropriate	holders	or	albums	designed	for	numismatic	preservation.	Avoid
touching	coins	directly;	use	cotton	gloves	when	handling.	Keep	your	collection	in	a	cool,	dry	place	away	from	direct	sunlight	and	extreme	temperature	changes.	For	valuable	coins,	consider	a	safe	deposit	box	or	home	safe.	Insure	your	collection	and	maintain	an	updated	inventory	with	photographs	and	descriptions	for	each	coin.	By	Aimee	O'Keefe	-
NewsPublished:	23	Sep	2023Last	Updated:23	Jun	2024	Readtime:	9	minEvery	product	is	carefully	selected	by	our	editors	and	experts.	If	you	buy	from	a	link,	we	may	earn	a	commission.	Learn	more.	For	more	information	on	how	we	test	products,	click	here.Nowadays,	it	seems	the	only	good	thing	about	a	coin	is	when	you	need	to	scratch	a	lotto	ticket.
However,	the	market	for	rare	and	valuable	coins	has	taken	off	since	the	passing	of	Queen	Elizabeth	II	in	September	2022.	With	the	coronation	of	King	Charles	III,	several	coins	from	the	Royal	Australian	Mint	celebrating	Queen	Elizabeths	Coronation	and	Platinum	Jubilee	skyrocketed	in	value	before	the	first	coins	depicting	King	Charles	III	launched	an
entirely	new	collecting	market.	Often	considered	more	of	a	nuisance,	especially	when	theyre	jangling	around	in	your	pockets,	the	next	time	you	feel	the	urge	to	throw	away	your	coins	in	a	draw,	think	again.	There	are	actually	lots	of	rare	and	valuable	Australian	coins	floating	around	that	could	earn	you	thousands.	If	youre	on	your	way	to	check	your
stash	of	coins,	here	are	the	most	valuable	and	rare	Australian	Coins	you	should	look	out	for.	RELATED:These	are	the	most	expensive	whiskies	ever	sold	at	auction.	Weve	rounded	up	the	most	valuable	coins	in	Australia	that	are	currently	in	circulation.	Mintage	numbers	are	in	millions,	while	the	estimated	values	are	taken	from	auction	sites	such	as
eBay,	Gumtree,	Facebook	Marketplace,	and	Downies	with	ex-mint	prices	stated.	Those	in	your	pocket	will	never	be	considered	mint	but	could	still	be	worth	money.	As	the	saying	goes,	a	coin	is	only	worth	what	someone	is	willing	to	pay!	Now,	lets	check	out	the	complete	list.	2012	Red	Poppy	|	Image:	Supplied	Regarding	rare	and	valuable	Australian
coins,	the	2012	Red	Poppy	is	one	of	the	rarest	you	can	get.	The	coin	commemorates	Remembrance	Day	and	features	an	image	of	a	bright	red	poppy	designed	by	Aaron	Baggio.	You	may	have	seen	one	of	these	back	in	the	day,	but	the	circulation	wasnt	massive	at	the	time,	meaning	getting	your	hands	on	one	of	these	two-dollar	coins	would	be	pretty
damn	exciting.	Year	minted:	2012Mintage	number:	503,000Estimated	value:	up	to	$400	2013	Queen	Elizabeth	II	Coronation	60th	Anniversary	|	Image:	Supplied	Anything	to	do	with	our	late	Queen	will	be	considered	a	rare	coin	in	Australia	for	a	while,	like	this	one	commemorating	the	60th	anniversary	of	her	coronation.	We	can	see	why	the	concentric
purple	stripes	and	a	central	design	featuring	St	Edwards	Crown	is	striking,	to	say	the	least.	Year	minted:	2013Mintage	number:	1	millionEstimated	value:	up	to	$1000	2015	ANZAC	Cove	Landing	100th	Anniversary	|	Image:	Supplied	Valuable	Australian	coins	dont	get	better	than	this	one	commemorating	100	years	since	the	Anzac	Cove	landings.
Inspired	by	the	poppy,	the	distinctive	red	print	spells	out	the	words	Lest	We	Forget.	Year	minted:	2015Estimated	value:	up	to	$100	1988	Horst	Hahne	$2	Coin	|	Image:	eBay	Not	all	Australian	coins	worth	money	will	set	you	back	thousands,	or	should	they?	The	first	year	run	for	the	$2	coin	(as	designed	by	acclaimed	sculptor	Horst	Hahne)	bears	the
initials	of	the	man	himself,	HH	printed	on	the	bottom	left.	This	was	later	removed	from	1990	onwards.	The	Aboriginal	man	on	the	coin	itself	is	said	to	be	a	Warlpiri-Anmatyerre	loreman	from	the	Northern	Territory,	Tjungurrayi,	who	was	believed	to	have	been	born	around	1895	in	the	Tanami	Desert,	north-west	of	Alice	Springs.	According	to	SBS	he
was	a	survivor	of	the	Coniston	Massacre	that	took	place	in	1928.	While	this	coin	has	been	listed	at	$10,000,	it	is	indeed	only	worth	around	$10	in	good	condition	because	around	160	million	were	minted.	Year	minted:	2011Mintage	number:	160.9	millionEstimated	value:	up	to	$10	2014	Commemorating	Remembrance	Day	|	Image:	Supplied	Adorned
with	a	dove	and	olive	branch,	this	is	one	of	the	prettiest,	rare	and	most	valuable	Australian	Coins.	Green	stripes	and	rays	of	sunlight	inspired	by	the	original	Rising	Sun	badge	of	the	Australian	Commonwealth	Military	Forces	also	feature	on	the	design	almost	resembling	more	an	intricate	painting	than	a	coin!	There	are	a	few	on	the	market	hovering
around	the	$60	mark,	so	expect	sales	to	range	anywhere	from	$20-60.	Year	minted:	2014Mintage	number:	1.85	millionEstimated	value:	up	to	$60	The	2012	Red	Poppy,	the	2013	Queen	Elizabeth	II	Coronation	60th	Anniversary,	the	2015	ANZAC	Cove	Landing	100th	Anniversary,	the	2011	Horst	Hahne	$2	Coin,	and	the	2014	Commemorating
Remembrance	Day.	1992	Mob	of	Roos	|	Image:	Supplied	While	some	rare	coins	in	Australia	may	not	appear	rare	at	first	glance,	dont	be	fooled.	Like	this	one	featuring	five	Kangaroos,	for	example,	designed	and	sculpted	by	Stuart	Devlin,	it	may	not	look	too	different	from	your	regular	$1	coin,	but	there	are	actually	very	few	(probably	zero)	of	these	out
there	because	although	the	coins	were	reported	as	part	of	the	1991-1992	Royal	Australian	Mint	Annual	Report,	theyve	never	been	found	in	circulation.	Year	minted:	1992Mintage	number:	8,000Estimated	value:	$TBA	2022	Mob	of	Roos	|	Image:	Supplied	Another	inconspicuous	Australian	coin	worth	money	is	the	2022	Mob	of	Roos.	Like	the	one	from
1992,	this	one	features	the	exact	same	(rare)	design,	but	since	it	was	only	minted	in	2022,	it	will	undoubtedly	be	shinier	(and	easier	to	spot).	This	is	one	for	coin	noodlers	to	keep	their	eyes	on,	as	youd	expect	to	see	plenty	of	these	in	coin	rolls	moving	forward.	Year	minted:	2022Mintage	number:	10,000Estimated	value:	$10-$20	2021	Mob	of	Roos	|
Image:	Supplied	The	same	goes	for	the	2022	version	of	this	valuable	Australian	coin.	Since	its	slightly	older	than	the	2022	minting,	it	fetches	a	little	more	in	terms	of	secondary	market	value.	Youll	notice	that	2020-2022	coins	had	lower	mintage	figures	as	the	global	pandemic	pushed	businesses	and	customers	away	from	physical	currency	and	into	tap-
and-go	machines.	Year	minted:	2021Mintage	number:	160,000Estimated	value:	$70	2016	Obverse	Design	50th	Anniversary	of	Decimal	Currency	|	Image:	Supplied	This	coin	is	all	about	celebrating	coins	it	was	released	to	celebrate	the	50th	anniversary	of	decimal	currency.	It	has	a	unique	commemorative	design,	including	the	Australian	Crowns
design.	Year	minted:	2016Mintage	number:	560,000Estimated	value:	$50-$100	2014-2018	ANZAC	Centenary	Commemoration	|	Image:	Supplied	This	iconic	bronze	rare	and	valuable	Australian	Coin	celebrates	100	Years	of	ANZAC.	Spanning	five	years,	these	are	highly	sought-after	coins	for	both	mint	roll	and	dollar	collectors.	As	with	all	collectables,
the	quality	of	the	coin	itself	matters	the	most.	If	its	an	older	coin	but	in	better	condition,	expect	a	higher	price	on	the	secondary	market.	Year	minted:	2014Mintage	number:	2.19	millionEstimated	value:	$20-$400	2022	Queen	Platinum	Jubilee	|	Image:	Supplied	The	Royal	Australian	Mint	released	the	2022	Queen	Platinum	Jubilee	in	both	fine	silver
proof	and	uncirculated	finishes	for	the	Platinum	Jubilee	for	her	Her	Majesty	Queen	Elizabeth	II	2022.	On	the	reverse	of	the	coin,	youll	find	The	Queens	royal	cypher	framed	with	a	lily	of	the	valleys	(one	of	the	Queens)	favourite	flowers	and	golden	wattle,	Australias	national	floral	emblem.	Year	minted:	1985Mintage	number:	70,000	coinsEstimated
value:	$50-$100	1985	Commonwealth	Coat	of	Arms	|	Image:	Supplied	Now	this	rare	and	valuable	Australian	coin	has	been	around	for	a	while,	since	the	80s,	to	be	precise.	The	design	features	the	Commonwealth	Coat	of	Arms	sculpted	by	Stuart	Devlin.	Year	minted:	1985Mintage	number:	1	millionEstimated	value:	$30-$50	1993	Commonwealth	Coat	of
Arms	|	Image:	Supplied	The	same	design	as	the	rare	coin	above,	the	1993	version	of	the	Commonwealth	Coat	of	Arms	is	also	designed	by	Stuart	Devlin.	Year	minted:	1993Mintage	number:	1	millionEstimated	value:	$25	2019	(IRB)	Commonwealth	Coat	of	Arms	|	Image:	Supplied	Valuable	Australian	coins	dont	always	come	at	a	super-high	price	point,
like	this	2019-issued	coin	which	features	the	yearly	coat	of	arms	design	for	the	50-cent	coin.	Turns	out	this	is	actually	the	last	coin	is	the	last	date	to	have	the	effigy	of	her	majesty	created	by	Ian	Rank-Broadley	(IRB).	Year	minted:	2019Mintage	number:	1.1	millionEstimated	value:	$6	2017	50th	Anniversary	of	the	1967	Referendum	|	Image:	Supplied
Rare	coins	in	Australia	typically	mark	an	important	occasion,	like	this	one	commemorating	the	50th	anniversary	of	the	1967	referendum	and	the	25th	anniversary	of	the	Mabo	decision.	Designed	in	collaboration	with	Boneta-Marie	Mabo,	and	Eddie	Koiki	Mabos	granddaughter,	some	may	even	say	this	symbol	is	a	lot	more	than	just	a	Monterey
exchange.	Year	minted:	2017Mintage	number:	1.4	millionEstimated	value:	$10	As	we	mentioned	at	the	top	of	this	article,	the	passing	of	the	Queen	has	not	only	sent	shockwaves	throughout	the	media,	but	its	also	had	a	significant	impact	on	the	skyrocketing	prices	of	coins.	There	has	been	a	massive	surge	in	demand	for	coins	printed	with	the	face	of
Queen	Elizabeth	II,	and	collectors	are	willing	to	spend.	There	are	a	lot	of	coins	out	there,	with	the	Queens	face	featured	on	Australian	currency	since	1953,	and	collectors	are	especially	interested	in	coins	released	to	commemorate	significant	milestones	during	her	70-year	reign.	Joel	Kandiah	from	Perth	has	taken	his	passion	for	all	things	coins	to	the
next	level	via	social	media,	self-proclaiming	his	mission	is	all	about	Numismatics	made	accessible	and	fun!	You	can	check	him	out	on	the	social	media	channels	below.	TikTok	@thehistoryofmoney	Instagram	@thehistoryof_money	Stemming	from	none	other	than	a	TikTok	trend,	Coin	Noodling	is	when	people	cash	in	notes	for	coins,	only	to	search
through	their	new	stash	of	coins	in	plight	to	discover	rare	coins	that	could	be	worth	thousands	of	dollars.	Essentially,	its	a	quick,	semi-sneaky	way	to	make	some	easy	cash	because,	in	the	worst-case	scenario,	youll	break	even.	Youll	also	like:Man	Finds	1930	Australian	Penny	Worth	Around	$28,000The	Vegemite	$2	Coin	is	Limited	to	3	Million
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