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The	rules	for	ball	in	hand	differ	depending	on	the	ruleset	you’re	following.	8	ball	pool	has	3	major	rule	sets:	bar	rules,	APA	rules,	and	BCA	rules.	Bar	rules	aren’t	an	official	ruleset	but	tend	to	be	similar	across	most	bars	and	home	rules.	In	addition	to	the	three	8	ball	billiards	rule	sets,	there	are	other	games	such	as	9-ball	pool	and	cutthroat	pool.	So,
it’s	tough	to	answer	the	question,	when	do	you	get	ball	in	hand	in	pool?	Ball	in	hand	means	you	can	put	the	cue	ball	anywhere	on	the	table.	This	makes	it	way	easier	for	your	opponent	when	you	make	a	mistake	and	give	them	ball	in	hand.	In	this	article,	we’ll	cover	the	basic	ball	in	hand	rules	for	8-ball	pool.	In	later	articles,	I’ll	cover	the	rules	for	9-ball
pool	and	cutthroat.	Related	Posts:	Cutthroat	Pool	Rules	Bar	rules	are	just	what	it	sounds	like,	the	rules	people	typically	use	in	bars.	Bar	rules	are	basically	the	standard	ruleset	for	casual	pool	players.	I	have	played	in	bars	in	California,	Texas,	Louisiana,	Oregon,	and	even	in	Canada.	Across	all	the	bars	I’ve	visited,	the	rules	have	stayed	consistent.
There	are	a	couple	of	rules	that	you	should	confirm	whenever	you	play	somewhere	new,	such	as	whether	there	are	table	scratches	or	just	pocket	scratches	and	whether	or	not	you’re	playing	ball	in	hand.	Table	scratches	happen	when	you	don’t	hit	one	of	your	object	balls.	Pocket	scratches	are	when	the	cue	ball	goes	in	a	pocket.	Ball	in	Hand,	in	this
regard,	means	that	all	scratches	allow	the	cue	ball	to	be	placed	anywhere	on	the	table.	If	you	aren’t	playing	ball	in	hand,	the	cue	ball	must	be	placed	in	the	kitchen.	BCA	and	APA	are	both	competitive	pool	leagues.	These	two	rulesets	and	leagues	are	the	most	common	in	the	competitive	billiards	world.	APA	stands	for	the	American	Poolplayers
Association.	The	APA	pool	league	consists	of	over	250,000	players	and	multiple	countries.	The	major	countries	listed	are	the	United	States,	Canada,	Japan,	and	China.	BCA	stands	for	the	Billiards	Congress	of	America.	BCA	pool	league	has	around	450	local	leagues	and	over	60,000	members.	If	you	play	in	any	tournaments	around	the	world	you	will
most	likely	be	playing	with	either	the	BCA	or	APA	rule	sets.	The	essentials	of	how	to	play	and	win	in	8	ball	pool	are	the	same	across	these	rule	sets.	The	object	of	the	game	is	to	make	your	7	balls	before	your	opponent	and	then	make	the	8-ball	before	your	opponent.	The	8-ball	is	a	communal	ball	that	both	players	can	shoot	at	after	making	their	other	7
balls.	Whoever	legally	makes	the	8	ball	first	wins	the	game.	However,	if	you	make	the	8	ball	in	the	wrong	pocket	or	before	you	make	your	other	7	balls,	then	you	lose.	Related	Posts:	How	To	Play	Pool	For	Beginners	APA	and	BCA	have	a	few	different	rules,	but	today	let’s	focus	on	the	rules	for	ball	in	hand.	In	APA	pool	league	rules,	if	you	scratch	on	the
break,	you	do	not	get	ball	in	hand.	You	have	to	shoot	from	the	kitchen,	which	is	shown	below.	The	kitchen	is	always	on	the	opposite	end	of	the	table	from	where	the	balls	were	racked.	It	is	marked	by	the	second	diamond.	The	line	that	marks	the	kitchen	is	also	the	line	you	must	stay	behind	when	breaking	the	balls.	When	shooting	from	the	kitchen,	you
can’t	hit	any	balls	in	the	kitchen	unless	you	first	shoot	past	the	kitchen	and	make	the	cue	ball	come	back.	In	APA,	the	two	main	reasons	you	get	ball	in	hand	are	for	table	scratches	and	scratches.	A	table	scratch	means	that	you	did	not	hit	your	object	ball	or	you	didn’t	hit	your	object	ball	first.	So,	let’s	say	you’re	stripes,	if	you	hit	a	solid	or	the	8	ball
first,	then	that	is	a	table	scratch.	Another	scenario	considered	a	table	scratch	is	when	you	hit	your	ball	but	no	balls	hit	a	rail	afterward.	This	rule	is	in	place	so	you	can’t	just	barely	tap	a	ball	to	leave	the	other	person	with	a	bad	shot.	At	least	one	ball	must	hit	a	rail	after	you	hit	one	of	your	balls	with	a	legal	shot.	A	regular	scratch	is	when	you	hit	the	cue
ball	in	a	pocket	or	the	cue	ball	jumps	off	of	the	table.	Both	of	these	result	in	ball	in	hand.	When	playing	BCA	pool	league	rules,	there	are	a	few	scenarios	that	result	in	ball	in	hand.	When	you	scratch	on	the	break,	unlike	in	APA,	it	results	in	ball	in	hand.	So	you	get	to	shoot	your	next	shot	from	anywhere	on	the	table.	Similar	to	APA,	when	you	have	a
table	scratch	or	a	regular	scratch	you	receive	ball	in	hand.	When	shooting	on	the	8	ball	in	BCA	if	you	scratch,	you	don’t	lose.	The	other	player	receives	ball	in	hand.	However,	in	bar	and	APA	rules,	a	scratch	on	the	8	ball	results	in	an	automatic	loss.	The	main	rules	for	bar	rules	are	the	common	base	rules	listed	above.	Shoot	your	7	balls	and	the	8	ball	in
before	your	opponent.	Most	bars	I’ve	played	at	don’t	play	ball	in	hand,	but	sometimes,	you’ll	come	across	a	bar	where	they	play	ball	in	hand.	When	playing	ball	in	hand	bar	rules,	a	regular	scratch	results	in	ball	in	hand	but	a	table	scratch	doesn’t	always	result	in	ball	in	hand.	In	bar	rules,	if	they	say	a	table	scratch	results	in	ball	in	hand,	one	different
thing	is	you	usually	don’t	have	to	hit	a	rail	after	you	hit	your	object	ball,	you	could	lightly	tap	your	ball	and	that’s	not	a	foul.	Another	scratch	rule	worth	noting	is	that	in	ball	in	hand	bar	rules	or	just	bar	rules	in	general,	scratching	on	the	8	ball	results	in	an	immediate	loss.	Ball	in	hand	in	pool	is	a	difficult	question	to	answer	because	every	ruleset	has
different	rules	for	ball	in	hand.	If	you’re	playing	for	fun,	not	competitively,	you	should	focus	primarily	on	bar	rules.	Bar	rules,	sometimes	called	house	rules,	will	vary	slightly	from	place	to	place	but	most	rules	will	be	the	same.	So,	if	you	learn	these	rules,	you’ll	get	by	just	fine	unless	you	hop	into	a	tournament.	If	you	happen	to	come	across	someone	in
a	bar	or	at	someone’s	home	that	plays	APA	or	BCA,	they	likely	have	to	explain	their	rules	all	the	time.	So,	they	won’t	mind	explaining	the	rules	to	you.	I	will	be	writing	an	article	covering	BCA	and	APA	rules	in	detail	in	the	future,	but	for	now,	if	you	would	like	to	learn	BCA	and	APA	rules,	visit	their	websites.	If	I	missed	anything	important	about	playing
ball	in	hand	or	if	you	have	any	comments,	please	leave	your	comment	below!	The	rules	for	ball	in	hand	differ	depending	on	the	ruleset	you’re	following.	8	ball	pool	has	3	major	rule	sets:	bar	rules,	APA	rules,	and	BCA	rules.	Bar	rules	aren’t	an	official	ruleset	but	tend	to	be	similar	across	most	bars	and	home	rules.	In	addition	to	the	three	8	ball	billiards
rule	sets,	there	are	other	games	such	as	9-ball	pool	and	cutthroat	pool.	So,	it’s	tough	to	answer	the	question,	when	do	you	get	ball	in	hand	in	pool?	Ball	in	hand	means	you	can	put	the	cue	ball	anywhere	on	the	table.	This	makes	it	way	easier	for	your	opponent	when	you	make	a	mistake	and	give	them	ball	in	hand.	In	this	article,	we’ll	cover	the	basic	ball
in	hand	rules	for	8-ball	pool.	In	later	articles,	I’ll	cover	the	rules	for	9-ball	pool	and	cutthroat.	Related	Posts:	Cutthroat	Pool	Rules	Bar	rules	are	just	what	it	sounds	like,	the	rules	people	typically	use	in	bars.	Bar	rules	are	basically	the	standard	ruleset	for	casual	pool	players.	I	have	played	in	bars	in	California,	Texas,	Louisiana,	Oregon,	and	even	in
Canada.	Across	all	the	bars	I’ve	visited,	the	rules	have	stayed	consistent.	There	are	a	couple	of	rules	that	you	should	confirm	whenever	you	play	somewhere	new,	such	as	whether	there	are	table	scratches	or	just	pocket	scratches	and	whether	or	not	you’re	playing	ball	in	hand.	Table	scratches	happen	when	you	don’t	hit	one	of	your	object	balls.	Pocket
scratches	are	when	the	cue	ball	goes	in	a	pocket.	Ball	in	Hand,	in	this	regard,	means	that	all	scratches	allow	the	cue	ball	to	be	placed	anywhere	on	the	table.	If	you	aren’t	playing	ball	in	hand,	the	cue	ball	must	be	placed	in	the	kitchen.	BCA	and	APA	are	both	competitive	pool	leagues.	These	two	rulesets	and	leagues	are	the	most	common	in	the
competitive	billiards	world.	APA	stands	for	the	American	Poolplayers	Association.	The	APA	pool	league	consists	of	over	250,000	players	and	multiple	countries.	The	major	countries	listed	are	the	United	States,	Canada,	Japan,	and	China.	BCA	stands	for	the	Billiards	Congress	of	America.	BCA	pool	league	has	around	450	local	leagues	and	over	60,000
members.	If	you	play	in	any	tournaments	around	the	world	you	will	most	likely	be	playing	with	either	the	BCA	or	APA	rule	sets.	The	essentials	of	how	to	play	and	win	in	8	ball	pool	are	the	same	across	these	rule	sets.	The	object	of	the	game	is	to	make	your	7	balls	before	your	opponent	and	then	make	the	8-ball	before	your	opponent.	The	8-ball	is	a
communal	ball	that	both	players	can	shoot	at	after	making	their	other	7	balls.	Whoever	legally	makes	the	8	ball	first	wins	the	game.	However,	if	you	make	the	8	ball	in	the	wrong	pocket	or	before	you	make	your	other	7	balls,	then	you	lose.	Related	Posts:	How	To	Play	Pool	For	Beginners	APA	and	BCA	have	a	few	different	rules,	but	today	let’s	focus	on
the	rules	for	ball	in	hand.	In	APA	pool	league	rules,	if	you	scratch	on	the	break,	you	do	not	get	ball	in	hand.	You	have	to	shoot	from	the	kitchen,	which	is	shown	below.	The	kitchen	is	always	on	the	opposite	end	of	the	table	from	where	the	balls	were	racked.	It	is	marked	by	the	second	diamond.	The	line	that	marks	the	kitchen	is	also	the	line	you	must
stay	behind	when	breaking	the	balls.	When	shooting	from	the	kitchen,	you	can’t	hit	any	balls	in	the	kitchen	unless	you	first	shoot	past	the	kitchen	and	make	the	cue	ball	come	back.	In	APA,	the	two	main	reasons	you	get	ball	in	hand	are	for	table	scratches	and	scratches.	A	table	scratch	means	that	you	did	not	hit	your	object	ball	or	you	didn’t	hit	your
object	ball	first.	So,	let’s	say	you’re	stripes,	if	you	hit	a	solid	or	the	8	ball	first,	then	that	is	a	table	scratch.	Another	scenario	considered	a	table	scratch	is	when	you	hit	your	ball	but	no	balls	hit	a	rail	afterward.	This	rule	is	in	place	so	you	can’t	just	barely	tap	a	ball	to	leave	the	other	person	with	a	bad	shot.	At	least	one	ball	must	hit	a	rail	after	you	hit
one	of	your	balls	with	a	legal	shot.	A	regular	scratch	is	when	you	hit	the	cue	ball	in	a	pocket	or	the	cue	ball	jumps	off	of	the	table.	Both	of	these	result	in	ball	in	hand.	When	playing	BCA	pool	league	rules,	there	are	a	few	scenarios	that	result	in	ball	in	hand.	When	you	scratch	on	the	break,	unlike	in	APA,	it	results	in	ball	in	hand.	So	you	get	to	shoot	your
next	shot	from	anywhere	on	the	table.	Similar	to	APA,	when	you	have	a	table	scratch	or	a	regular	scratch	you	receive	ball	in	hand.	When	shooting	on	the	8	ball	in	BCA	if	you	scratch,	you	don’t	lose.	The	other	player	receives	ball	in	hand.	However,	in	bar	and	APA	rules,	a	scratch	on	the	8	ball	results	in	an	automatic	loss.	The	main	rules	for	bar	rules	are
the	common	base	rules	listed	above.	Shoot	your	7	balls	and	the	8	ball	in	before	your	opponent.	Most	bars	I’ve	played	at	don’t	play	ball	in	hand,	but	sometimes,	you’ll	come	across	a	bar	where	they	play	ball	in	hand.	When	playing	ball	in	hand	bar	rules,	a	regular	scratch	results	in	ball	in	hand	but	a	table	scratch	doesn’t	always	result	in	ball	in	hand.	In
bar	rules,	if	they	say	a	table	scratch	results	in	ball	in	hand,	one	different	thing	is	you	usually	don’t	have	to	hit	a	rail	after	you	hit	your	object	ball,	you	could	lightly	tap	your	ball	and	that’s	not	a	foul.	Another	scratch	rule	worth	noting	is	that	in	ball	in	hand	bar	rules	or	just	bar	rules	in	general,	scratching	on	the	8	ball	results	in	an	immediate	loss.	Ball	in
hand	in	pool	is	a	difficult	question	to	answer	because	every	ruleset	has	different	rules	for	ball	in	hand.	If	you’re	playing	for	fun,	not	competitively,	you	should	focus	primarily	on	bar	rules.	Bar	rules,	sometimes	called	house	rules,	will	vary	slightly	from	place	to	place	but	most	rules	will	be	the	same.	So,	if	you	learn	these	rules,	you’ll	get	by	just	fine
unless	you	hop	into	a	tournament.	If	you	happen	to	come	across	someone	in	a	bar	or	at	someone’s	home	that	plays	APA	or	BCA,	they	likely	have	to	explain	their	rules	all	the	time.	So,	they	won’t	mind	explaining	the	rules	to	you.	I	will	be	writing	an	article	covering	BCA	and	APA	rules	in	detail	in	the	future,	but	for	now,	if	you	would	like	to	learn	BCA	and
APA	rules,	visit	their	websites.	If	I	missed	anything	important	about	playing	ball	in	hand	or	if	you	have	any	comments,	please	leave	your	comment	below!	Reddit	and	its	partners	use	cookies	and	similar	technologies	to	provide	you	with	a	better	experience.	By	accepting	all	cookies,	you	agree	to	our	use	of	cookies	to	deliver	and	maintain	our	services	and
site,	improve	the	quality	of	Reddit,	personalize	Reddit	content	and	advertising,	and	measure	the	effectiveness	of	advertising.	By	rejecting	non-essential	cookies,	Reddit	may	still	use	certain	cookies	to	ensure	the	proper	functionality	of	our	platform.	For	more	information,	please	see	our	Cookie	Notice	and	our	Privacy	Policy.	Is	ball	in	hand	a	real	rule?	In
the	world	of	pool,	billiards,	and	snooker,	the	concept	of	“ball	in	hand”	is	often	discussed.	But	is	it	a	universally	recognized	rule?	Join	us	as	we	dive	into	the	history	and	various	interpretations	of	this	rule	in	different	cue	sports	disciplines.	Discover	how	this	rule	affects	gameplay	and	tactics,	and	gain	a	better	understanding	of	its	significance	in
competitive	play.	Is	Ball	in	Hand	a	Legitimate	Rule	in	Pool,	Billiards,	and	Snooker?	Yes,	“Ball	in	Hand”	is	a	legitimate	rule	in	Pool,	Billiards,	and	Snooker.	When	a	player	commits	a	foul,	such	as	not	hitting	the	correct	ball	or	scratching,	their	opponent	is	usually	awarded	with	“Ball	in	Hand.”	This	means	that	the	player	can	place	the	cue	ball	anywhere	on
the	table	before	taking	their	shot,	allowing	them	to	have	better	control	over	their	next	move.	It	is	an	important	rule	that	adds	fairness	to	the	game	and	gives	players	a	chance	to	recover	from	mistakes.	Ball	in	Hand	is	widely	accepted	and	practiced	in	these	cue	sports.	Is	ball	in	hand	a	real	rule?	The	origins	of	ball	in	hand	rule	The	ball	in	hand	rule	is	a
fundamental	aspect	of	cue	sports	such	as	pool,	billiards,	and	snooker.	It	allows	the	player	to	place	the	cue	ball	anywhere	on	the	table	after	their	turn,	giving	them	greater	control	over	their	shot	selection.	The	rule	originated	in	the	early	days	of	these	games	and	has	evolved	over	time	to	become	an	essential	part	of	their	gameplay.	See	also		JoshMar
Pool	Cue:	Elevate	Your	Game	with	Precision	and	StyleThe	implementation	of	ball	in	hand	rule	In	most	cue	sports,	the	ball	in	hand	rule	is	applied	when	certain	fouls	are	committed,	such	as	scratching	or	failing	to	hit	any	object	ball.	When	these	fouls	occur,	the	incoming	player	is	granted	the	opportunity	to	place	the	cue	ball	wherever	they	desire	on	the
table.	This	rule	not	only	penalizes	the	player	for	their	mistake	but	also	provides	a	fair	advantage	to	their	opponent,	enhancing	the	competitiveness	of	the	game.	Implications	and	strategies	with	ball	in	hand	The	ball	in	hand	rule	has	significant	implications	for	gameplay	strategies.	It	allows	players	to	strategically	position	the	cue	ball	after	a	foul,
enabling	them	to	set	up	easier	shots	or	to	create	challenging	situations	for	their	opponents.	This	rule	adds	an	extra	layer	of	skill	and	strategy	to	the	game,	as	players	must	carefully	consider	their	options	and	make	smart	decisions	about	ball	placement.	Additionally,	it	serves	as	a	way	to	ensure	fairness	by	preventing	players	from	gaining	an	unfair
advantage	through	intentional	fouls.	Overall,	the	ball	in	hand	rule	is	not	only	a	real	rule	but	also	an	essential	element	of	cue	sports.	Its	implementation	and	strategic	implications	contribute	to	the	excitement	and	skill	required	to	excel	in	games	like	pool,	billiards,	and	snooker.	FAQ	What	happens	if	a	player	commits	a	foul	in	pool,	billiards,	or	snooker?
If	a	player	commits	a	foul	in	pool,	billiards,	or	snooker,	they	typically	lose	their	turn	and	their	opponent	gets	ball-in-hand,	meaning	they	can	place	the	cue	ball	anywhere	on	the	table.	Can	a	player	place	the	cue	ball	anywhere	on	the	table	after	committing	a	foul?	No,	a	player	cannot	place	the	cue	ball	anywhere	on	the	table	after	committing	a	foul.	In
Pool	and	Billiards,	the	cue	ball	is	typically	placed	in	the	“kitchen”	or	“cue	ball	in	hand”	area,	while	in	Snooker,	it	is	placed	behind	the	baulk	line.	Is	it	possible	for	a	player	to	have	the	option	of	“ball	in	hand”	after	a	foul	in	these	cue	sports?	Yes,	it	is	possible	for	a	player	to	have	the	option	of	“ball	in	hand”	after	a	foul	in	these	cue	sports.	In	pool	and
billiards,	if	a	player	commits	a	foul	(such	as	pocketing	the	cue	ball	or	failing	to	make	contact	with	a	legal	object	ball),	their	opponent	gets	the	option	to	take	a	shot	from	wherever	they	choose	on	the	table.	In	snooker,	when	a	player	fouls,	their	opponent	receives	a	free	ball	and	can	place	the	cue	ball	anywhere	on	the	table.	In	conclusion,	the	concept	of
“ball	in	hand”	is	indeed	a	real	rule	in	the	world	of	pool,	billiards,	and	snooker.	This	rule	grants	players	the	power	to	place	the	cue	ball	anywhere	on	the	table	after	a	foul	or	scratch.	Ball	in	hand	gives	players	the	ability	to	strategically	position	the	cue	ball	for	their	next	shot,	enhancing	their	chances	of	success.	While	this	rule	may	vary	slightly	across
different	variants	of	the	game,	its	core	principle	remains	the	same.	Players	can	utilize	this	rule	to	their	advantage,	turning	potential	setbacks	into	opportunities	for	a	comeback.	So	remember,	understanding	and	applying	the	concept	of	ball	in	hand	can	greatly	impact	your	performance	and	elevate	your	skills	in	these	captivating	cue	sports.	If	you	want
to	know	more,	I	suggest	you	to	take	a	look	here:	When	it	comes	to	playing	billiards	or	pool,	understanding	the	rules	and	terms	is	crucial.	One	common	term	that	often	confuses	players	is	the	difference	between	“Kitchen”	and	“Ball	in	Hand.”	Let’s	dive	into	the	details	of	these	terms	to	help	you	become	a	better	player.Credit:	pocoro.netWhat	is	the
Kitchen	in	Pool?The	term	“Kitchen”	in	pool	refers	to	the	area	behind	the	head	string	on	a	billiards	table.	It	is	also	known	as	the	“cue	ball	kitchen”	or	“cue	ball	in	kitchen.”	When	a	player’s	cue	ball	is	in	the	kitchen,	it	means	that	the	cue	ball	is	located	behind	the	head	string	and	has	not	been	legally	pocketed	during	the	game.The	kitchen	is	a	restricted
area	where	certain	rules	apply,	such	as	when	the	cue	ball	is	scratched	or	when	a	foul	occurs.	Understanding	how	the	kitchen	works	is	essential	for	players	to	navigate	these	situations	effectively	during	a	game.Credit:	www.amazon.comWhat	Does	Ball	in	Hand	Mean	in	Pool?“Ball	in	Hand”	is	a	rule	in	pool	that	allows	a	player	to	place	the	cue	ball
anywhere	on	the	table	before	taking	their	shot.	This	rule	is	typically	used	after	a	foul	has	been	committed	by	the	opponent	or	when	the	cue	ball	ends	up	in	a	difficult	or	impossible	position	to	play	from.Having	the	ball	in	hand	gives	the	player	more	control	over	the	next	shot,	allowing	them	to	strategically	place	the	cue	ball	for	the	best	possible	position
to	continue	their	turn.	It	is	a	rule	that	can	be	advantageous	if	used	wisely	during	a	game.The	Difference	Between	Kitchen	and	Ball	in	HandKitchenBall	in	HandRefers	to	the	area	behind	the	head	stringAllows	the	player	to	place	the	cue	ball	anywhereOccurs	when	the	cue	ball	is	not	pocketed	legallyGranted	after	a	foul	or	when	cue	ball	is	in	a	tough
spotRestricted	area	with	specific	rulesGives	the	player	control	over	their	next	shotHow	to	Use	Kitchen	and	Ball	in	Hand	EffectivelyKnowing	when	and	how	to	leverage	the	kitchen	and	ball	in	hand	rules	can	significantly	impact	your	game.	Here	are	some	tips	on	using	these	rules	effectively:1.	Kitchen	Strategies:Use	the	kitchen	strategically	to	set	up
your	next	shotAvoid	scratching	the	cue	ball	to	prevent	it	from	ending	up	in	the	kitchenUnderstand	the	rules	that	apply	when	the	cue	ball	is	in	the	kitchen2.	Ball	In	Hand	Tactics:Take	advantage	of	placing	the	cue	ball	in	a	favorable	positionPlan	your	next	shot	carefully	to	maximize	the	ball	in	hand	ruleUse	ball	in	hand	after	your	opponent’s	foul	to	gain
an	advantageIn	a	game	of	pool,	kitchen	refers	to	the	area	behind	the	head	string.Ball	in	hand	is	when	a	player	can	place	the	cue	ball	anywhere	on	the	table.Kitchen	refers	to	a	specific	area	on	the	table,	while	ball	in	hand	is	a	rule.A	player	can	get	ball	in	hand	after	committing	a	foul	or	at	the	start	of	a	game.Understanding	these	terms	is	important	as
they	affect	the	outcome	of	the	game	and	help	players	make	strategic	moves.ConclusionIn	conclusion,	understanding	the	difference	between	kitchen	and	ball	in	hand	in	pool	is	essential	for	any	player	looking	to	improve	their	game.	By	mastering	these	rules	and	using	them	strategically,	you	can	enhance	your	gameplay	and	increase	your	chances	of
winning	matches.Remember	to	practice	these	rules	during	your	games	and	experiment	with	different	strategies	to	see	what	works	best	for	your	playing	style.	Whether	you’re	utilizing	the	kitchen	to	your	advantage	or	taking	full	advantage	of	the	ball	in	hand	rule,	these	aspects	of	pool	can	make	a	significant	difference	in	your	overall	performance	at	the
table.	Game	Rules:	PAGE	53-54-55	If	any	of	the	following	fouls	are	committed,	the	penalty	is	ball-in-hand	for	the	opposing	player.	Make	certain	you	have	ball-in-hand	before	you	touch	the	cue	ball	by	confirming	it	with	your	opponent.	Ball-in-hand	is	the	advantage	given	to	a	player	when	their	opponent	scratches	or	otherwise	fouls,	whereupon	the	player
may	place	the	cue	ball	anywhere	on	the	playing	surface.	EXCEPTION:	In	8-Ball,	a	scratch	on	the	break	requires	the	ball-in-hand	to	be	executed	from	behind	the	head	string	and	contact	made	with	a	ball	outside	the	head	string.	Even	after	having	addressed	the	cue	ball	a	player	may,	if	not	satisfied	with	the	placement,	make	further	adjustments	with
their	hand,	cue	stick	or	any	other	reasonable	piece	of	equipment.	Only	the	player	or	the	Team	Captain	may	officially	call	a	foul,	although	anyone	may	suggest	to	the	player	or	the	Team	Captain	that	a	foul	should	be	called.	NOTE:	A	foul	that	is	not	called	when	it	occurs	cannot	be	called	once	the	next	shot	has	been	taken.			These	are	the	only	fouls
resulting	in	ball-in-hand.	All	other	violations	are	sportsmanship	violations.	The	ball-in-hand	fouls	are:	a.	If	the	cue	ball	goes	in	a	pocket,	on	the	floor,	or	otherwise	ends	up	off	the	playing	surface.	b.	Failure	to	hit	the	correct	ball	first.	c.	Failure	to	hit	a	rail	or	pocket	a	ball	after	contact.	A	rail	must	be	struck	by	either	the	cue	ball	or	any	other	ball	after	the
cue	ball	contacts	the	object	ball.	If	the	ball	bounces	back	onto	the	playing	surface,	it	is	considered	to	have	struck	a	rail.	d.	If,	after	contacting	a	ball	that	is	frozen	to	a	rail,	the	shooter	fails	to:		Drive	the	cue	ball	to	any	rail	after	the	cue	ball	touches	the	frozen	ball.	Drive	the	frozen	ball	to	another	rail	or	into	a	pocket.	Drive	the	frozen	ball	away	from	the
rail	and	into	another	ball	which,	in	turn,	causes	the	frozen	ball	to	hit	any	rail	or	go	into	a	pocket,	or	causes	the	other	ball	to	hit	any	rail	or	go	into	a	pocket.	If,	after	making	simultaneous	contact	between	a	frozen	ball	and	the	rail	it	is	frozen	to,	the	shooter	fails	to:	Drive	the	cue	ball	to	another	rail.	Drive	the	frozen	ball	to	another	rail	or	into	a	pocket.
Drive	the	cue	ball	off	the	rail	and	into	another	ball	which,	in	turn,	causes	the	cue	ball	to	hit	any	rail,	or	causes	the	other	ball	to	hit	any	rail	or	go	into	a	pocket.	Drive	the	frozen	ball	off	the	rail	and	into	another	ball	which,	in	turn,	causes	the	frozen	ball	to	hit	any	rail,	or	causes	the	other	ball	to	hit	any	rail	or	go	into	a	pocket.	e.	Intentionally	scooping	the
cue	ball	over	another	ball.	f.	Receiving	advice	regarding	game	strategy	from	a	fellow	player,	other	than	your	designated	coach,	during	a	time-out.	g.	Touching	or	causing	the	cue	ball	to	move,	outside	of	a	ball-in-hand	situation.	h.	Altering	the	course	of	a	moving	cue	ball,	including	a	double-hit.	i.	Anytime	the	cue	ball	makes	contact	with	an	accidentally
moved	ball.	j.	The	cue	ball	does	not	touch	any	object	ball	during	the	course	of	a	shot.	k.	Touching	another	ball	on	the	table,	while	placing	or	adjusting	the	position	of	the	cue	ball,	during	a	ball-in-hand.	Doubles	Only	–	Shooting	Out	Of	Rotation.	Once	a	team	has	shot	out	of	rotation,	the	foul	has	occurred.	If	the	sitting	team	does	not	call	the	foul	before
the	next	shot	is	taken,	they	do	not	receive	ball-in-hand	and	the	team	that	shot	out	of	rotation	will	assume	the	new	rotation	for	the	remainder	of	the	match.	8-Ball	–	If	the	8-ball	is	pocketed	during	the	shot,	it	is	loss	of	game,	if	called.	9-Ball	–	If	the	9-ball	is	pocketed	during	the	shot,	the	9-ball	is	spotted	and	the	opponents	receive	ball-in-hand.			The	rules
for	ball	in	hand	differ	depending	on	the	ruleset	you’re	following.	8	ball	pool	has	3	major	rule	sets:	bar	rules,	APA	rules,	and	BCA	rules.	Bar	rules	aren’t	an	official	ruleset	but	tend	to	be	similar	across	most	bars	and	home	rules.	In	addition	to	the	three	8	ball	billiards	rule	sets,	there	are	other	games	such	as	9-ball	pool	and	cutthroat	pool.	So,	it’s	tough	to
answer	the	question,	when	do	you	get	ball	in	hand	in	pool?	Ball	in	hand	means	you	can	put	the	cue	ball	anywhere	on	the	table.	This	makes	it	way	easier	for	your	opponent	when	you	make	a	mistake	and	give	them	ball	in	hand.	In	this	article,	we’ll	cover	the	basic	ball	in	hand	rules	for	8-ball	pool.	In	later	articles,	I’ll	cover	the	rules	for	9-ball	pool	and
cutthroat.	Related	Posts:	Cutthroat	Pool	Rules	Bar	rules	are	just	what	it	sounds	like,	the	rules	people	typically	use	in	bars.	Bar	rules	are	basically	the	standard	ruleset	for	casual	pool	players.	I	have	played	in	bars	in	California,	Texas,	Louisiana,	Oregon,	and	even	in	Canada.	Across	all	the	bars	I’ve	visited,	the	rules	have	stayed	consistent.	There	are	a
couple	of	rules	that	you	should	confirm	whenever	you	play	somewhere	new,	such	as	whether	there	are	table	scratches	or	just	pocket	scratches	and	whether	or	not	you’re	playing	ball	in	hand.	Table	scratches	happen	when	you	don’t	hit	one	of	your	object	balls.	Pocket	scratches	are	when	the	cue	ball	goes	in	a	pocket.	Ball	in	Hand,	in	this	regard,	means
that	all	scratches	allow	the	cue	ball	to	be	placed	anywhere	on	the	table.	If	you	aren’t	playing	ball	in	hand,	the	cue	ball	must	be	placed	in	the	kitchen.	BCA	and	APA	are	both	competitive	pool	leagues.	These	two	rulesets	and	leagues	are	the	most	common	in	the	competitive	billiards	world.	APA	stands	for	the	American	Poolplayers	Association.	The	APA
pool	league	consists	of	over	250,000	players	and	multiple	countries.	The	major	countries	listed	are	the	United	States,	Canada,	Japan,	and	China.	BCA	stands	for	the	Billiards	Congress	of	America.	BCA	pool	league	has	around	450	local	leagues	and	over	60,000	members.	If	you	play	in	any	tournaments	around	the	world	you	will	most	likely	be	playing
with	either	the	BCA	or	APA	rule	sets.	The	essentials	of	how	to	play	and	win	in	8	ball	pool	are	the	same	across	these	rule	sets.	The	object	of	the	game	is	to	make	your	7	balls	before	your	opponent	and	then	make	the	8-ball	before	your	opponent.	The	8-ball	is	a	communal	ball	that	both	players	can	shoot	at	after	making	their	other	7	balls.	Whoever	legally
makes	the	8	ball	first	wins	the	game.	However,	if	you	make	the	8	ball	in	the	wrong	pocket	or	before	you	make	your	other	7	balls,	then	you	lose.	Related	Posts:	How	To	Play	Pool	For	Beginners	APA	and	BCA	have	a	few	different	rules,	but	today	let’s	focus	on	the	rules	for	ball	in	hand.	In	APA	pool	league	rules,	if	you	scratch	on	the	break,	you	do	not	get
ball	in	hand.	You	have	to	shoot	from	the	kitchen,	which	is	shown	below.	The	kitchen	is	always	on	the	opposite	end	of	the	table	from	where	the	balls	were	racked.	It	is	marked	by	the	second	diamond.	The	line	that	marks	the	kitchen	is	also	the	line	you	must	stay	behind	when	breaking	the	balls.	When	shooting	from	the	kitchen,	you	can’t	hit	any	balls	in
the	kitchen	unless	you	first	shoot	past	the	kitchen	and	make	the	cue	ball	come	back.	In	APA,	the	two	main	reasons	you	get	ball	in	hand	are	for	table	scratches	and	scratches.	A	table	scratch	means	that	you	did	not	hit	your	object	ball	or	you	didn’t	hit	your	object	ball	first.	So,	let’s	say	you’re	stripes,	if	you	hit	a	solid	or	the	8	ball	first,	then	that	is	a	table
scratch.	Another	scenario	considered	a	table	scratch	is	when	you	hit	your	ball	but	no	balls	hit	a	rail	afterward.	This	rule	is	in	place	so	you	can’t	just	barely	tap	a	ball	to	leave	the	other	person	with	a	bad	shot.	At	least	one	ball	must	hit	a	rail	after	you	hit	one	of	your	balls	with	a	legal	shot.	A	regular	scratch	is	when	you	hit	the	cue	ball	in	a	pocket	or	the
cue	ball	jumps	off	of	the	table.	Both	of	these	result	in	ball	in	hand.	When	playing	BCA	pool	league	rules,	there	are	a	few	scenarios	that	result	in	ball	in	hand.	When	you	scratch	on	the	break,	unlike	in	APA,	it	results	in	ball	in	hand.	So	you	get	to	shoot	your	next	shot	from	anywhere	on	the	table.	Similar	to	APA,	when	you	have	a	table	scratch	or	a	regular
scratch	you	receive	ball	in	hand.	When	shooting	on	the	8	ball	in	BCA	if	you	scratch,	you	don’t	lose.	The	other	player	receives	ball	in	hand.	However,	in	bar	and	APA	rules,	a	scratch	on	the	8	ball	results	in	an	automatic	loss.	The	main	rules	for	bar	rules	are	the	common	base	rules	listed	above.	Shoot	your	7	balls	and	the	8	ball	in	before	your	opponent.
Most	bars	I’ve	played	at	don’t	play	ball	in	hand,	but	sometimes,	you’ll	come	across	a	bar	where	they	play	ball	in	hand.	When	playing	ball	in	hand	bar	rules,	a	regular	scratch	results	in	ball	in	hand	but	a	table	scratch	doesn’t	always	result	in	ball	in	hand.	In	bar	rules,	if	they	say	a	table	scratch	results	in	ball	in	hand,	one	different	thing	is	you	usually
don’t	have	to	hit	a	rail	after	you	hit	your	object	ball,	you	could	lightly	tap	your	ball	and	that’s	not	a	foul.	Another	scratch	rule	worth	noting	is	that	in	ball	in	hand	bar	rules	or	just	bar	rules	in	general,	scratching	on	the	8	ball	results	in	an	immediate	loss.	Ball	in	hand	in	pool	is	a	difficult	question	to	answer	because	every	ruleset	has	different	rules	for	ball
in	hand.	If	you’re	playing	for	fun,	not	competitively,	you	should	focus	primarily	on	bar	rules.	Bar	rules,	sometimes	called	house	rules,	will	vary	slightly	from	place	to	place	but	most	rules	will	be	the	same.	So,	if	you	learn	these	rules,	you’ll	get	by	just	fine	unless	you	hop	into	a	tournament.	If	you	happen	to	come	across	someone	in	a	bar	or	at	someone’s
home	that	plays	APA	or	BCA,	they	likely	have	to	explain	their	rules	all	the	time.	So,	they	won’t	mind	explaining	the	rules	to	you.	I	will	be	writing	an	article	covering	BCA	and	APA	rules	in	detail	in	the	future,	but	for	now,	if	you	would	like	to	learn	BCA	and	APA	rules,	visit	their	websites.	If	I	missed	anything	important	about	playing	ball	in	hand	or	if	you
have	any	comments,	please	leave	your	comment	below!	What	is	ball	in	hand	in	pool?	This	is	a	question	that	many	people	ask,	especially	those	who	are	new	to	the	game.	In	this	blog	post,	we	will	discuss	what	ball	in	hand	in	pool	means,	and	how	it	can	help	you	win	more	games.	We	will	also	provide	a	few	tips	on	how	to	use	this	rule	to	your	advantage.
Another	interesting	read:	3	Player	Pool	Games	Let’s	get	started!	It	doesn’t	matter	whether	you	have	never	picked	up	a	pool	cue	or	you	are	already	an	avid	player,	there	is	always	room	to	grow	and	improve	your	game.	In	this	blog	post,	we	will	explore	ten	different	ways	that	you	can	start	growing	as	a	pool	player	today.	The	first	way	to	start	growing	as
a	pool	player	is	to	find	a	good	coach.	A	good	coach	will	be	able	to	help	you	with	your	stroke,	aim,	and	overall	technique.	They	will	also	be	able	to	give	you	drills	to	practice	so	that	you	can	improve	your	skills.	If	you	do	not	have	a	coach,	you	can	find	plenty	of	instructional	videos	online.	Just	make	sure	that	you	are	watching	videos	from	a	reputable
source.	Join	A	Pool	League	Another	great	way	to	grow	as	a	pool	player	is	to	join	a	local	pool	league.	This	will	give	you	the	opportunity	to	play	against	other	players	of	similar	skill	levels.	You	will	also	be	able	to	meet	other	people	who	are	passionate	about	the	game.	Most	pool	leagues	will	have	different	divisions	for	different	skill	levels.	So,	if	you	are
just	starting	out,	you	can	join	a	beginner	division.	As	you	improve,	you	can	move	up	to	the	next	division.	Practice,	Practice,	Practice	Of	course,	the	best	way	to	get	better	at	anything	is	to	practice.	This	is	especially	true	for	pool.	The	more	you	play,	the	better	you	will	become.	One	great	way	to	practice	is	to	set	up	drills.	For	instance,	you	can	put	three
balls	in	a	row	and	try	to	make	them	all	in	one	shot.	Or,	you	can	put	the	cue	ball	in	the	middle	of	the	table	and	see	how	many	shots	it	takes	you	to	make	all	of	the	balls.	The	more	you	practice,	the	better	you	will	become	at	making	those	tricky	shots.	Play	With	Better	Players	If	you	want	to	get	better	at	pool,	one	of	the	best	things	you	can	do	is	play	with
players	who	are	better	than	you.	This	will	challenge	you	and	force	you	to	step	up	your	game.	Of	course,	it	is	not	always	easy	to	find	better	players	to	play	with.	One	option	is	to	join	a	pool	league	(as	we	mentioned	earlier).	Another	option	is	to	go	to	your	local	pool	hall	and	ask	around	for	someone	who	wants	to	play	a	game.	Keep	A	Pool	Diary	A	great
way	to	track	your	progress	and	see	how	you	are	improving	is	to	keep	a	pool	diary.	In	this	diary,	you	can	record	your	wins,	losses,	and	the	shots	that	you	made.	You	can	also	use	your	pool	diary	to	track	your	practice	sessions.	For	instance,	you	can	record	how	many	balls	you	made	in	a	row	or	how	long	it	took	you	to	make	all	of	the	balls.	This	is	a	great
way	to	see	how	you	are	improving	over	time.	Get	A	Pool	Cue	That	Fits	You	One	important	piece	of	equipment	that	every	pool	player	needs	is	a	cue	that	fits	them.	If	you	are	using	a	cue	that	is	too	heavy	or	too	light,	it	will	be	difficult	to	play	your	best.	It	is	also	important	to	find	a	cue	that	has	the	right	tip	size.	If	the	tip	is	too	small,	it	will	be	difficult	to
control	the	cue	ball.	If	the	tip	is	too	big,	it	will	make	it	difficult	to	make	delicate	shots.	You	can	talk	to	your	local	pool	hall	or	a	professional	cue	maker	to	find	a	cue	that	is	right	for	you.	Chalk	is	an	important	tool	that	every	pool	player	needs.	It	helps	to	keep	the	cue	tip	from	slipping	and	also	provides	some	extra	spin	on	the	cue	ball.	However,	not	all
chalk	is	created	equal.	There	are	different	types	of	chalk,	and	each	type	has	its	own	advantages	and	disadvantages.	One	type	of	chalk	is	powder	chalk.	This	type	of	chalk	is	very	fine	and	provides	a	lot	of	spin	on	the	cue	ball.	However,	it	can	be	difficult	to	control.	Another	type	of	chalk	is	block	chalk.	This	type	of	chalk	is	easier	to	control	and	does	not
create	as	much	spin	on	the	cue	ball.	However,	it	does	not	last	as	long	as	powder	chalk.	You	will	need	to	experiment	with	different	types	of	chalk	to	find	the	one	that	works	best	for	you.	Last	but	not	least,	it	is	important	to	have	the	right	attitude	if	you	want	to	grow	as	a	pool	player.	Pool	is	a	challenging	game,	and	there	will	be	times	when	you	make
mistakes.	It	is	important	to	learn	from	your	mistakes	and	to	keep	a	positive	attitude.	If	you	get	frustrated	or	angry,	it	will	only	make	it	harder	to	play	your	best.	So,	remember	to	relax	and	have	fun!	These	are	just	some	of	the	things	that	you	can	do	to	grow	as	a	pool	player.	If	you	follow	these	tips,	you	will	be	well	on	your	way	to	becoming	a	great	pool
player.	Thanks	for	reading!	Ball	in	hand	is	a	rule	in	pool	that	allows	the	player	to	place	the	cue	ball	anywhere	on	the	table	after	a	foul	has	been	committed.	This	gives	the	player	an	advantage	over	their	opponent,	as	they	can	choose	the	best	possible	position	for	their	next	shot.	There	are	a	few	different	situations	where	this	rule	can	be	applied,	which
we	will	discuss	in	more	detail	below.	There	are	a	few	different	situations	where	ball	in	hand	can	be	used.		The	most	common	situation	is	when	the	cue	ball	is	pocketed	on	a	foul	shot.	This	means	that	the	player	who	committed	the	foul	will	lose	their	turn,	and	the	opponent	will	get	ball	in	hand.Another	situation	where	ball	in	hand	can	be	used	is	if	the
cue	ball	is	knocked	off	the	table.	This	can	happen	either	on	a	foul	shot	or	a	legal	shot.Your	opponent	misses	target	ball.	In	other	words,	they	hit	the	cue	ball	but	did	not	make	contact	with	the	ball	he	should	strike	on	the	table.	This	is	considered	a	foul,	and	you	will	get	the	ball	in	hand.	This	is	the	most	common	way	to	get	ball	in	hand.	Your	opponent	hits
the	cue	ball,	and	fails	to	hit	the	object	ball.	This	can	happen	either	because	they	miss	the	shot	entirely,	or	because	they	hit	the	wrong	pocket.Another	example	is	if	your	opponent	is	receiving	unlawful	coaching.	If	they	are	receiving	coaching,	then	you	can	call	a	foul	and	receive	ball	in	hand.	As	you	can	see,	there	are	a	few	different	situations	where	ball
in	hand	can	be	used.	This	rule	can	be	used	to	your	advantage	if	you	know	when	and	how	to	use	it.	Now	that	you	know	what	the	ball	in	hand	is	and	when	it	can	be	used,	let’s	discuss	how	you	can	use	this	rule	to	your	advantage.	The	first	way	you	can	use	ball	in	hand	to	your	advantage	is	by	using	it	to	shoot	at	a	difficult	angle.	When	the	cue	ball	is	close
to	the	rail,	it	can	be	difficult	to	shoot	at	a	specific	target	without	hitting	the	rail	first.	By	using	ball	in	hand,	you	can	position	the	cue	ball	closer	to	the	target,	making	it	easier	to	make	the	shot.	In	other	words,	by	using	ball	in	hand,	you	can	set	up	shots	that	would	otherwise	be	impossible	to	make.	You	can	also	use	ball	in	hand	to	your	advantage	is	by
hitting	a	target	ball	into	a	specific	pocket.	This	can	be	useful	when	you	want	to	control	the	direction	the	target	ball	will	take	after	being	pocketed.	By	using	ball	in	hand,	you	can	position	the	cue	ball	closer	to	the	desired	pocket,	making	it	easier	to	make	the	shot.	Another	way	you	can	use	ball	in	hand	to	your	advantage	is	by	controlling	the	cue	ball	after
a	shot.	This	can	be	useful	when	you	want	to	make	sure	the	cue	ball	does	not	go	into	a	particular	pocket	or	when	you	want	to	set	up	a	shot	for	your	next	turn.	By	using	ball	in	hand,	you	can	position	the	cue	ball	where	you	want	it	to	be,	making	it	easier	to	control	the	shot.	Another	way	you	can	use	ball	in	hand	to	your	advantage	is	by	making	a	shot	when
the	cue	ball	is	close	to	a	rail.	This	can	be	useful	when	you	want	to	make	a	shot	that	is	close	to	the	rail	but	you	do	not	want	to	hit	the	rail.	By	using	ball	in	hand,	you	can	position	the	cue	ball	closer	to	the	target,	making	it	easier	to	make	the	shot.	Another	way	you	can	use	ball	in	hand	to	your	advantage	is	by	using	it	to	safety.	If	you	are	unsure	of	making	a
particular	shot,	you	can	use	ball	in	hand	to	play	it	safe.	This	will	allow	you	to	control	the	cue	ball	and	ensure	that	it	doesn’t	end	up	in	a	bad	position.	Another	way	to	use	ball	in	hand	to	your	advantage	is	by	hitting	a	target	ball	into	a	pocket.	This	can	be	useful	when	the	cue	ball	is	blocked	by	another	ball	or	when	the	target	ball	is	close	to	the	edge	of	a
pocket.	By	using	a	ball	in	hand,	you	can	position	the	cue	ball	closer	to	the	target	ball,	making	it	easier	to	make	the	shot.	There	are	many	other	ways	you	can	use	the	ball	in	hand	to	your	advantage.	These	are	just	a	few	of	the	most	common	ways.	Experiment	and	see	what	works	best	for	you.		Another	interesting	read:	Who	Buys	Pool	Tables?	Remember,
the	more	you	practice,	the	better	you	will	become	at	using	this	rule	to	your	advantage.		As	a	beginner,	there	are	a	few	things	you	can	do	to	avoid	giving	ball	in	hand	to	your	opponent.	The	first	thing	you	can	do	is	to	make	sure	you	hit	the	cue	ball	in	the	center.	If	you	hit	the	cue	ball	off-center,	it	will	cause	it	to	spin	and	may	end	up	going	into	a	pocket.	If
you	are	having	trouble	making	a	shot,	you	can	use	a	rest.	A	rest	is	a	stick	that	you	can	use	to	support	the	cue.	This	will	help	you	hit	the	cue	ball	more	accurately.	Another	thing	you	can	do	to	avoid	giving	ball	in	hand	to	your	opponent	is	to	avoid	hitting	the	ball	too	hard.	If	you	hit	the	ball	too	hard,	it	will	go	off	the	table	or	into	a	pocket.	If	you	are	having
trouble	reaching	the	cue	ball,	you	can	use	a	bridge.	A	bridge	is	a	stick	that	you	can	use	to	support	the	cue.	This	will	help	you	reach	the	cue	ball	and	make	a	shot.	If	you	are	having	trouble	making	a	shot,	you	can	use	your	non-shooting	hand	to	help	you.	This	will	help	you	stabilize	the	cue	and	hit	the	ball	more	accurately.	Another	interesting	read:	The
Snookball	Rules	By	following	these	tips,	you	can	avoid	giving	the	ball	in	hand	to	your	opponent	and	improve	your	game.	So	there	you	have	it	–	the	ball	in	hand	rule.	Now	that	you	know	what	it	is,	make	sure	to	use	it	to	your	advantage	the	next	time	you’re	playing	pool.	And	if	you	want	to	take	your	game	up	a	notch,	check	out	some	of	our	other	articles
for	more	tips	and	tricks.	Thanks	for	reading!	Another	interesting	read:	How	To	Replace	Pool	Table	Pockets	Ball	in	hand	is	a	rule	in	pool	where	a	player	is	allowed	to	place	the	cue	ball	anywhere	on	the	table	before	taking	their	shot.	This	situation	typically	arises	after	the	opposing	player	commits	a	foul,	providing	a	significant	advantage	to	the	incoming
player.	Ball	in	hand	is	applied	in	various	foul	scenarios,	such	as	scratching	the	cue	ball,	failing	to	hit	any	object	ball,	or	making	an	illegal	shot.	The	incoming	player	can	then	place	the	cue	ball	in	a	position	that	maximizes	their	chances	of	pocketing	a	ball	and	continuing	their	turn.	Players	often	use	ball	in	hand	to	set	up	an	easy	shot	or	break	a	cluster	of
balls	that	are	difficult	to	pocket.	This	rule	can	turn	the	tide	in	a	game,	making	it	a	pivotal	aspect	of	competitive	pool.	Mastering	the	use	of	ball	in	hand	can	significantly	improve	a	player’s	control	over	the	game,	providing	opportunities	to	score	and	maintain	momentum.	The	rules	for	ball	in	hand	differ	depending	on	the	ruleset	you’re	following.	8	ball
pool	has	3	major	rule	sets:	bar	rules,	APA	rules,	and	BCA	rules.	Bar	rules	aren’t	an	official	ruleset	but	tend	to	be	similar	across	most	bars	and	home	rules.	In	addition	to	the	three	8	ball	billiards	rule	sets,	there	are	other	games	such	as	9-ball	pool	and	cutthroat	pool.	So,	it’s	tough	to	answer	the	question,	when	do	you	get	ball	in	hand	in	pool?	Ball	in
hand	means	you	can	put	the	cue	ball	anywhere	on	the	table.	This	makes	it	way	easier	for	your	opponent	when	you	make	a	mistake	and	give	them	ball	in	hand.	In	this	article,	we’ll	cover	the	basic	ball	in	hand	rules	for	8-ball	pool.	In	later	articles,	I’ll	cover	the	rules	for	9-ball	pool	and	cutthroat.	Related	Posts:	Cutthroat	Pool	Rules	Bar	rules	are	just	what
it	sounds	like,	the	rules	people	typically	use	in	bars.	Bar	rules	are	basically	the	standard	ruleset	for	casual	pool	players.	I	have	played	in	bars	in	California,	Texas,	Louisiana,	Oregon,	and	even	in	Canada.	Across	all	the	bars	I’ve	visited,	the	rules	have	stayed	consistent.	There	are	a	couple	of	rules	that	you	should	confirm	whenever	you	play	somewhere
new,	such	as	whether	there	are	table	scratches	or	just	pocket	scratches	and	whether	or	not	you’re	playing	ball	in	hand.	Table	scratches	happen	when	you	don’t	hit	one	of	your	object	balls.	Pocket	scratches	are	when	the	cue	ball	goes	in	a	pocket.	Ball	in	Hand,	in	this	regard,	means	that	all	scratches	allow	the	cue	ball	to	be	placed	anywhere	on	the
table.	If	you	aren’t	playing	ball	in	hand,	the	cue	ball	must	be	placed	in	the	kitchen.	BCA	and	APA	are	both	competitive	pool	leagues.	These	two	rulesets	and	leagues	are	the	most	common	in	the	competitive	billiards	world.	APA	stands	for	the	American	Poolplayers	Association.	The	APA	pool	league	consists	of	over	250,000	players	and	multiple	countries.
The	major	countries	listed	are	the	United	States,	Canada,	Japan,	and	China.	BCA	stands	for	the	Billiards	Congress	of	America.	BCA	pool	league	has	around	450	local	leagues	and	over	60,000	members.	If	you	play	in	any	tournaments	around	the	world	you	will	most	likely	be	playing	with	either	the	BCA	or	APA	rule	sets.	The	essentials	of	how	to	play	and
win	in	8	ball	pool	are	the	same	across	these	rule	sets.	The	object	of	the	game	is	to	make	your	7	balls	before	your	opponent	and	then	make	the	8-ball	before	your	opponent.	The	8-ball	is	a	communal	ball	that	both	players	can	shoot	at	after	making	their	other	7	balls.	Whoever	legally	makes	the	8	ball	first	wins	the	game.	However,	if	you	make	the	8	ball	in
the	wrong	pocket	or	before	you	make	your	other	7	balls,	then	you	lose.	Related	Posts:	How	To	Play	Pool	For	Beginners	APA	and	BCA	have	a	few	different	rules,	but	today	let’s	focus	on	the	rules	for	ball	in	hand.	In	APA	pool	league	rules,	if	you	scratch	on	the	break,	you	do	not	get	ball	in	hand.	You	have	to	shoot	from	the	kitchen,	which	is	shown	below.
The	kitchen	is	always	on	the	opposite	end	of	the	table	from	where	the	balls	were	racked.	It	is	marked	by	the	second	diamond.	The	line	that	marks	the	kitchen	is	also	the	line	you	must	stay	behind	when	breaking	the	balls.	When	shooting	from	the	kitchen,	you	can’t	hit	any	balls	in	the	kitchen	unless	you	first	shoot	past	the	kitchen	and	make	the	cue	ball
come	back.	In	APA,	the	two	main	reasons	you	get	ball	in	hand	are	for	table	scratches	and	scratches.	A	table	scratch	means	that	you	did	not	hit	your	object	ball	or	you	didn’t	hit	your	object	ball	first.	So,	let’s	say	you’re	stripes,	if	you	hit	a	solid	or	the	8	ball	first,	then	that	is	a	table	scratch.	Another	scenario	considered	a	table	scratch	is	when	you	hit	your
ball	but	no	balls	hit	a	rail	afterward.	This	rule	is	in	place	so	you	can’t	just	barely	tap	a	ball	to	leave	the	other	person	with	a	bad	shot.	At	least	one	ball	must	hit	a	rail	after	you	hit	one	of	your	balls	with	a	legal	shot.	A	regular	scratch	is	when	you	hit	the	cue	ball	in	a	pocket	or	the	cue	ball	jumps	off	of	the	table.	Both	of	these	result	in	ball	in	hand.	When
playing	BCA	pool	league	rules,	there	are	a	few	scenarios	that	result	in	ball	in	hand.	When	you	scratch	on	the	break,	unlike	in	APA,	it	results	in	ball	in	hand.	So	you	get	to	shoot	your	next	shot	from	anywhere	on	the	table.	Similar	to	APA,	when	you	have	a	table	scratch	or	a	regular	scratch	you	receive	ball	in	hand.	When	shooting	on	the	8	ball	in	BCA	if
you	scratch,	you	don’t	lose.	The	other	player	receives	ball	in	hand.	However,	in	bar	and	APA	rules,	a	scratch	on	the	8	ball	results	in	an	automatic	loss.	The	main	rules	for	bar	rules	are	the	common	base	rules	listed	above.	Shoot	your	7	balls	and	the	8	ball	in	before	your	opponent.	Most	bars	I’ve	played	at	don’t	play	ball	in	hand,	but	sometimes,	you’ll
come	across	a	bar	where	they	play	ball	in	hand.	When	playing	ball	in	hand	bar	rules,	a	regular	scratch	results	in	ball	in	hand	but	a	table	scratch	doesn’t	always	result	in	ball	in	hand.	In	bar	rules,	if	they	say	a	table	scratch	results	in	ball	in	hand,	one	different	thing	is	you	usually	don’t	have	to	hit	a	rail	after	you	hit	your	object	ball,	you	could	lightly	tap
your	ball	and	that’s	not	a	foul.	Another	scratch	rule	worth	noting	is	that	in	ball	in	hand	bar	rules	or	just	bar	rules	in	general,	scratching	on	the	8	ball	results	in	an	immediate	loss.	Ball	in	hand	in	pool	is	a	difficult	question	to	answer	because	every	ruleset	has	different	rules	for	ball	in	hand.	If	you’re	playing	for	fun,	not	competitively,	you	should	focus
primarily	on	bar	rules.	Bar	rules,	sometimes	called	house	rules,	will	vary	slightly	from	place	to	place	but	most	rules	will	be	the	same.	So,	if	you	learn	these	rules,	you’ll	get	by	just	fine	unless	you	hop	into	a	tournament.	If	you	happen	to	come	across	someone	in	a	bar	or	at	someone’s	home	that	plays	APA	or	BCA,	they	likely	have	to	explain	their	rules	all
the	time.	So,	they	won’t	mind	explaining	the	rules	to	you.	I	will	be	writing	an	article	covering	BCA	and	APA	rules	in	detail	in	the	future,	but	for	now,	if	you	would	like	to	learn	BCA	and	APA	rules,	visit	their	websites.	If	I	missed	anything	important	about	playing	ball	in	hand	or	if	you	have	any	comments,	please	leave	your	comment	below!	When	it	comes
to	playing	billiards	or	pool,	understanding	the	rules	and	terms	is	crucial.	One	common	term	that	often	confuses	players	is	the	difference	between	“Kitchen”	and	“Ball	in	Hand.”	Let’s	dive	into	the	details	of	these	terms	to	help	you	become	a	better	player.Credit:	pocoro.netWhat	is	the	Kitchen	in	Pool?The	term	“Kitchen”	in	pool	refers	to	the	area	behind
the	head	string	on	a	billiards	table.	It	is	also	known	as	the	“cue	ball	kitchen”	or	“cue	ball	in	kitchen.”	When	a	player’s	cue	ball	is	in	the	kitchen,	it	means	that	the	cue	ball	is	located	behind	the	head	string	and	has	not	been	legally	pocketed	during	the	game.The	kitchen	is	a	restricted	area	where	certain	rules	apply,	such	as	when	the	cue	ball	is	scratched
or	when	a	foul	occurs.	Understanding	how	the	kitchen	works	is	essential	for	players	to	navigate	these	situations	effectively	during	a	game.Credit:	www.amazon.comWhat	Does	Ball	in	Hand	Mean	in	Pool?“Ball	in	Hand”	is	a	rule	in	pool	that	allows	a	player	to	place	the	cue	ball	anywhere	on	the	table	before	taking	their	shot.	This	rule	is	typically	used
after	a	foul	has	been	committed	by	the	opponent	or	when	the	cue	ball	ends	up	in	a	difficult	or	impossible	position	to	play	from.Having	the	ball	in	hand	gives	the	player	more	control	over	the	next	shot,	allowing	them	to	strategically	place	the	cue	ball	for	the	best	possible	position	to	continue	their	turn.	It	is	a	rule	that	can	be	advantageous	if	used	wisely
during	a	game.The	Difference	Between	Kitchen	and	Ball	in	HandKitchenBall	in	HandRefers	to	the	area	behind	the	head	stringAllows	the	player	to	place	the	cue	ball	anywhereOccurs	when	the	cue	ball	is	not	pocketed	legallyGranted	after	a	foul	or	when	cue	ball	is	in	a	tough	spotRestricted	area	with	specific	rulesGives	the	player	control	over	their	next
shotHow	to	Use	Kitchen	and	Ball	in	Hand	EffectivelyKnowing	when	and	how	to	leverage	the	kitchen	and	ball	in	hand	rules	can	significantly	impact	your	game.	Here	are	some	tips	on	using	these	rules	effectively:1.	Kitchen	Strategies:Use	the	kitchen	strategically	to	set	up	your	next	shotAvoid	scratching	the	cue	ball	to	prevent	it	from	ending	up	in	the
kitchenUnderstand	the	rules	that	apply	when	the	cue	ball	is	in	the	kitchen2.	Ball	In	Hand	Tactics:Take	advantage	of	placing	the	cue	ball	in	a	favorable	positionPlan	your	next	shot	carefully	to	maximize	the	ball	in	hand	ruleUse	ball	in	hand	after	your	opponent’s	foul	to	gain	an	advantageIn	a	game	of	pool,	kitchen	refers	to	the	area	behind	the	head
string.Ball	in	hand	is	when	a	player	can	place	the	cue	ball	anywhere	on	the	table.Kitchen	refers	to	a	specific	area	on	the	table,	while	ball	in	hand	is	a	rule.A	player	can	get	ball	in	hand	after	committing	a	foul	or	at	the	start	of	a	game.Understanding	these	terms	is	important	as	they	affect	the	outcome	of	the	game	and	help	players	make	strategic
moves.ConclusionIn	conclusion,	understanding	the	difference	between	kitchen	and	ball	in	hand	in	pool	is	essential	for	any	player	looking	to	improve	their	game.	By	mastering	these	rules	and	using	them	strategically,	you	can	enhance	your	gameplay	and	increase	your	chances	of	winning	matches.Remember	to	practice	these	rules	during	your	games
and	experiment	with	different	strategies	to	see	what	works	best	for	your	playing	style.	Whether	you’re	utilizing	the	kitchen	to	your	advantage	or	taking	full	advantage	of	the	ball	in	hand	rule,	these	aspects	of	pool	can	make	a	significant	difference	in	your	overall	performance	at	the	table.	Amateur	players	who	aren’t	very	familiar	with	pool	always	try	to
shoot	shots	that	are	the	easiest	for	them	to	aim	and	to	make	the	ball.	This	is	why	so	often	you	see	a	player	who	has	ball	in	hand	and	immediately	sets	up	their	next	shot	for	a	2	foot	straight	in	shot	that’s	easy	to	make.	The	problem	with	this	strategy	is	that	even	though	playing	ball	in	hand	straight	in	guarantees	that	you’ll	make	the	ball,	most	of	the	time
it	doesn’t	set	you	up	for	the	second	shot.	Not	planning	ahead	usually	cuts	short	most	players	run	outs.	So,	when	you	have	ball	in	hand	during	a	game	of	8	ball	for	example,	you	should	have	three	goals.	Place	the	cue	ball	in	a	position	that	makes	it	easy	to	make	the	ball	at	hand	Make	sure	that	you	put	the	cue	ball	in	a	position	with	a	good	enough	angle
to	get	to	the	next	ball.	Sometimes	no	angle	at	all	is	necessary.Solve	the	biggest	problem	balls	first,	making	the	rest	of	your	runout	easier.	To	accomplish	this	first	goal,	the	easiest	way	to	make	another	ball	is	when	the	cue	ball	is	close	to	the	ball	you’re	trying	to	make.	You	don’t	want	to	be	too	close	because	when	the	balls	are	very	close	it’s	hard	to	use
follow	through	well	without	double	hitting	the	cue	ball	and	so	players	tend	to	let	up	on	their	stroke.	You	certainly	don’t	want	the	cue	ball	too	far	from	the	object	ball	because	that	increases	difficulty.	Instead	try	to	keep	the	cue	ball	about	a	diamond	or	two	away	from	the	object	ball	for	the	easiest	shot.	Make	sure	to	keep	in	mind	to	stay	away	from
bridging	over	other	balls	or	putting	the	cue	ball	in	a	weird	spot	on	the	table	where	you	have	to	stretch	to	reach	it.	To	accomplish	the	second	goal,	put	the	ball	at	an	angle.	Even	though	it	is	more	difficult	to	make	shots	that	are	not	straight	in,	you’re	almost	guaranteed	to	increase	your	runout	percentage	with	ball	in	hand	this	way.	Of	course,	that’s	not
to	say	using	ball	in	hand	to	get	straight	in	is	always	a	bad	thing.	There	are	plenty	of	scenarios	where	you	want	ball	in	hand	to	be	straight	in	because	it	leads	well	to	the	next	ball.	The	main	point	is	to	make	sure	that	this	type	of	position	is	not	always	your	first	choice	when	at	the	table.	The	main	reason	why	straight	in	shots	are	a	problem	is	because	it
limits	your	options	to	maneuver	the	cue	ball.	You	only	have	three	choice	with	playing	position	on	a	straight	in	shot:	draw,	follow,	or	stop.	You	can’t	use	multiple	rails	to	get	position	if	you	need	to	and	you’re	usually	forcing	the	cue	ball	from	one	place	to	another	when	straight	in.	The	third	task	when	playing	8	ball	or	sometimes	9	ball	is	you	want	to	use
your	ball	in	hand	to	help	get	rid	of	the	most	difficult	balls	to	pocket	first.	This	means	that	you	should	survey	the	entire	table	first	before	deciding	where	to	put	down	the	cue	ball.	Problem	areas	are	typically	tied	up	balls,	balls	that	require	pin	point	position	play,	or	difficult	combinations	and	caroms.	So,	if	you	see	these	types	of	shots	on	the	table,	they
need	to	be	solved	as	early	as	possible.	The	reason	you	want	to	solve	these	problems	early	in	8	ball	is	because	if	you	break	two	balls	in	a	cluster	then	you	have	plenty	of	balls	around	to	give	a	chance	at	getting	good	shot.	When	you	wait	till	the	last	balls	to	break	up	a	cluster	then	you	have	to	hope	that	you	get	a	shot	on	one	of	the	balls	in	that	cluster.	If
that	doesn’t	happen,	your	run	is	over.	That’s	why	it’s	always	a	good	idea	to	break	out	problem	balls	early	while	you	still	have	insurance	balls	that	you	can	pocket	in	a	jam.	October	19,	2019	1:48	pm	Categorised	in:	Strategy


