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To attract colorful cardinals to your backyard, making a DIY bird feeder is a great idea. First, gather the needed materials. Next, choose a good location for birdwatching. As you build your feeder, think about features that will attract these lively birds. Ready to learn how to create this enjoyable space? Let's look at the steps to get started. Key
Takeaways Gather materials like untreated wood, pinecones, or recycled plastic. Use basic tools for construction. Find a safe location for the feeder. Place it near trees or shrubs, away from predators and direct sunlight. Create a bright design for the feeder. Add larger perches and a roof for rain protection to attract cardinals. Assemble the feeder
securely. Make sure to include drainage holes and stable connections for durability. Fill the feeder with food. Use sunflower, safflower seeds, and millet to entice cardinals. Hang the feeder using sturdy hardware. Ensure it is secure and safe from wind and other elements. Enjoy watching cardinals as they visit your feeder. Take note of their behaviors
and colors for a rewarding experience. Gather Your Materials To make your DIY cardinal bird feeder, start by gathering the necessary materials. Look for bird-friendly options like untreated wood, pinecones, or recycled plastic. These materials are safe for birds and good for the environment. You'll also need basic tools such as screws, a saw, and a
drill. Consider including natural items like peanut butter or sunflower seeds, which cardinals love. Choose durable materials that can endure different weather conditions, ensuring your feeder lasts for many seasons. Collecting these items will help you create a welcoming space for cardinals while connecting with nature in your backyard. Enjoy the
process and watch the birds enjoy their new feeder! Choose the Right Location Choosing the right location for your cardinal bird feeder is important for attracting these colorful birds. Place the feeder near shrubs or trees where cardinals feel safe, as this mimics their natural habitat. Position it at least 10 feet away from any structures where cats
might hide. Cardinals like open areas with cover nearby, so ensure they can reach the food easily while having a safe retreat. Avoid putting the feeder in direct sunlight to prevent food spoilage. Also, select a spot with minimal wind to keep the feeder stable. By balancing accessibility and safety, you can create a welcoming environment that
encourages cardinals to visit regularly. Enjoy watching these beautiful birds in your yard! Design Your Feeder After you find the best spot for your cardinal bird feeder, the next step is to create one that attracts cardinals and matches your yard. Choose bright colors like red or yellow to catch their attention. Cardinals like feeders with larger perches
and open spaces because they feel safer when they can see potential predators. You can choose a tray feeder or a tube style with a wide opening. This allows more birds to feed at the same time. Adding a roof can keep the seeds dry during rain, making the feeder more appealing. A well-designed feeder is functional and makes your outdoor space
inviting for these lovely birds. Assemble the Feeder Assemble the Feeder Gather your materials to start this fun project. First, lay out everything for easy access. Attach the bottom base to the sides with strong adhesive or screws. This will ensure it holds birdseed securely. Next, add the roof, making sure it extends slightly to protect the seeds from
rain. If you have decorative pieces, place them now. For better drainage, drill holes in the base to prevent water from collecting. Lastly, check all connections to confirm they're secure. Enjoy your new bird feeder; it will attract lovely cardinals! Add Birdseed Adding birdseed to your bird feeder is key to attracting cardinals to your yard. Choose seeds
that cardinals prefer. They love sunflower seeds, safflower seeds, and millet. Start by filling your feeder with plenty of sunflower seeds, as these are very appealing to cardinals. Then, add some safflower seeds, which attract cardinals while keeping squirrels away. Mixing in millet adds variety to the seed options. Ensure the seeds are fresh and dry;
stale seeds can discourage cardinals from visiting. Hang Your Feeder Hang Your Feeder After placing your birdseed, choose the best location for your feeder. To attract cardinals, hang your feeder where there are nearby perches. Look for a spot near shrubs or trees. This will give them safety and easy access to food. Aim to hang your feeder 5 to 10
feet above the ground. This height allows cardinals to feed while staying safe from predators. Select a place that receives some sunlight to keep the seeds dry, but avoid areas with too much direct sun during hot weather. Ensure the feeder is visible from your window. This way, you can enjoy watching the cardinals and appreciating their colorful
beauty as they visit your feeder. Enjoy Birdwatching! As you enjoy watching the cardinals at your feeder, you'll find joy in birdwatching. Here are some simple tips to enhance your experience: Keep a notebook to write down what you see. Get a good pair of binoculars to watch the bright red cardinals up close. Fill your feeder with sunflower seeds or
safflower, which cardinals love. Place your feeder near shrubs or trees for the birds to perch safely. Stay still and keep a distance to avoid scaring them. With patience, you'll attract cardinals to your backyard, allowing you to appreciate their beauty. Happy birdwatching! Frequently Asked Questions What Type of Birdseed Attracts Cardinal Birds the
Best? To attract cardinals, provide sunflower seeds and safflower seeds. These seeds are their favorites and will help you see these colorful birds in your backyard. Using these options increases the chance of cardinals visiting your feeder. Enjoy watching them as they bring life to your outdoor space! How Often Should I Refill the Bird Feeder? Refill
your bird feeder regularly, ideally every few days. This is especially important during peak feeding seasons. Keeping your feeder full ensures that birds, like cardinals, visit consistently. Regular maintenance enhances your connection with nature. Enjoy the daily visits and the beauty of birds in your yard! Can I Paint My Feeder? Is It Safe? Yes, you can
paint your feeder. Use paint made for outdoor use. Make sure the paint is safe for materials like wood or plastic. It should not contain harmful chemicals that could harm birds. What Should I Do if Squirrels Are Raiding My Feeder? If squirrels are raiding your bird feeder, try using squirrel-proof feeders or adding natural deterrents like cayenne
pepper. These methods can help keep squirrels away, allowing cardinals to enjoy their food without interruption. Enjoy watching your feathered friends feed peacefully! How Can I Clean My Bird Feeder Properly? To clean your bird feeder, follow these steps. First, use warm soapy water and a soft brush to scrub the feeder. Make sure to rinse it
thoroughly to remove any soap residue. Next, disinfect the feeder with a diluted vinegar solution. Regularly cleaning your feeder helps create a safe environment for birds and encourages them to visit your yard more often. Enjoy watching your feathered friends! Kashvi is a passionate bird enthusiast and nature lover who has been fascinated by the
world of birds for years. With a keen eye for detail and a love for learning, Kashvi is dedicated to sharing her knowledge and insights with fellow bird enthusiasts on Avian Enthusiasts. Through her engaging and informative articles, Kashvi aims to inspire others to join her in exploring the fascinating world of birds and to promote a deeper
appreciation for these incredible creatures. Many cardinal lovers are also a crafty bunch so why not handmake your own cardinal bird feeder? DIY bird feeder inspiration is widely available online but are they all suitable for cardinals? No, they’re not! What’s the point of a DIY cardinal bird feeder that cardinals won’t use? Don’t waste time, effort, and
money creating a handmade bird feeder, with the intention of feeding northern cardinals, that no cardinals will use.In this article, I explain why northern cardinals won’t use just any old bird feeder, what kind of feeder they will use, and my hand-curated selection of DIY Cardinal Bird Feeders for your next project.Cardinals are almost 9” long making
them relatively large perching birds compared to chickadees, another common feeder bird, which is only about 5” long,Because of their size, cardinals need a perch that’s further from the food than a smaller bird would need. If you're visual like I am, check out the illustration below.Cardinals require a longer perching distance from the food than a
smaller bird.If the cardinal has to twist themselves into a pretzel to get at the food, they’'re unlikely to return. We want northern cardinals to return again and again so need a bird feeder that’s comfortable and easy for them to get at the food.Cardinals prefer feeders that allow them to perch forward-facing as they bend over to eat. This essentially
requires a large base and/or open area above.Cardinals also like feeders that hold the type of food they love including black-oil sunflower seed, safflower seed, hulled peanuts, cracked corn, and seed mixes.I spent hours scouring Pinterest and Google looking for DIY bird feeder ideas then reviewing each design for “cardinal suitability”. The feeder
must provide a perch large enough for them.I found well over 100 handmade bird feeder ideas and fell in love with many of them but only a small fraction was actually suitable for cardinals. Here they are in no particular order:Save for later on Pinterest! If you have an undying love for birds and are pondering over ways to make a bird feeder, then
consider making ones out of wood as they have a greater longevity and durability. DIY Wooden Bird Feeder Pictures 1. How to Make Wooden Bird Feeders Place this wooden bird feeder in your garden if you have one and your feathered friends would have a whale of a time in gorging on whatever is there inside. Wooden Bird Feeder Picture 2. Large
Wooden Bird Feeders DIY This enormous bird feeder would be apt if you have too many birdies thronging at your home. Large Wooden Bird Feeder 3. DIY to Build a Bird Feeder Go for a bigger of support if you intend to provide shelter to the birds when the weather is rough. DIY Wooden Bird Feeder 4. Instructions on How to Make a Wooden Bird
Feeder at Home Setting the lip at the bird feeder at an increased height helps in keeping away squirrels and other garden pets which could rampage it. How to Make a Wooden Bird Feeder at Home 5. DIY Wooden Bird Feeder Plan For Free Wooden Bird Feeder Plan For Free 6. Directions to Make a Plastic Bottle Bird Feeder with Wooden Spoons The
spoons emerging from the plastic bottles give the bird feeder an innovative look. Plastic Bottle Bird Feeder with Wooden Spoons 7. How to Build Your Own Wooden Bird Feeder Using soffit material at the bottom of the feeder helps draining out the rainwater. How to Build Your Own Wooden Bird Feeder 8. How to Make a Wooden Bird Feeder Table
Wooden Bird Feeder Table Plan Taking a cue from the instructions above, this bird feeder can be made in the same way, the only inclusion being the baskets at the side. Wooden Wild Bird Feeder with Basket 9. How to Build a Simple Bird Feeder The chain hanging from the tree gives it a unique look altogether. How to Make a Simple Wooden Bird
Feeder For a cool and funky look, paint the bird feeder pink as shown in the picture below. Wooden Pink Bird Feeder 10. DIY to Make a Wooden Bird Feeder Wooden Octagon Bird Feeder 11. Instructions to Make a Swing Bench Bird Feeder Color the popsicle sticks green if you plan to make it as a part of your Christmas craft. Wooden Swing Bird
Feeder 12. Directions to Make a Blue Jay Bird Feeder The circular shape of the wood, and the blue paint smeared on it gives it a royal look. Wooden Blue Jay Bird Feeder Taking a cue from the tutorial above, a bird feeder in the shape of a cardinal bird can be made. Cardinal Shaped Wooden Bird Feeder 13. Homemade Cedar Birdfeeder Ideas Set it
at an increased height to prevent squirrels from pecking at the seeds. Homemade Wooden Bird Feeder Plan 14. Creative Design to Make a Fancy Wooden Bird Feeder This red bird feeder would be a perfect Christmas fiesta for your birdie. Creative Wooden Bird Feeder Design 15. Handmade Wooden Bird Feeder Using a Mason Jar Paint the mason
jar, selecting the color in accordance with the occasion to for a grand appearance. Mason Jar Handmade Wooden Bird Feeder 16. An Easy to Make Wooden Bird Feeder Station If you have a lot of birds frequenting your home, then this wooden bird station would be a perfect choice. Wooden Bird Feeder Station These wooden bird feeder ideas are
indeed spectacular to help you cherish your desire of bird watching. Besides wood, you can make bird feeders using other objects like PVC pipe, pine cone, milk jug, and milk carton. Cardinals will use a birdhouse that is open such as a nesting shelf that has 2-3 open sides for easy access. Hang your cardinal birdhouse during any season - at least 10
feet high - and use neutral colors. Keep food and water sources nearby but not directly around the birdhouse. Unlike many songbirds, Northern cardinals don’t use traditional birdhouses for nesting sites. Since Northern cardinals like open spaces with 2 or 3 open sides, building a DIY birdhouse for roosting cardinals is pretty simple. In addition to
providing birdhouses, there are many ways to attract these popular backyard birds. Here we will cover the best type of birdhouses for cardinals and other ways to entice them to raise their broods in your backyard. Cardinals prefer birdhouses that are made in an open platform style over traditional round-hole birdhouses. SongbirdHub They will roost
in open-sided birdhouses provided a bit of greenery to shield them from predators. When you think of birdhouses, you probably picture the common 4-sided house with a pitched roof, a circular entrance, and a tiny perch. While this type of birdhouse is great for many songbird species, cardinals will not use this house for roosting. When choosing your
cardinal birdhouse, pick a style with at least one open side. Cardinals are much more likely to roost in your birdhouse if it is away from heavy bird traffic and safe from predators. Watch our video and discover 10 facts about Cardinals you may not have known about! You can make your DIY cardinal birdhouse rather than buying a pre-assembled one
from places like Amazon. Making your cardinal birdhouse is simple since they prefer a house with 2-3 walls instead of a four-walled house with a circular opening. A cardinal birdhouse needs to be at least 7 inches high, with 10 inches in height being optimal. Whether you choose a pre-made or a DIY birdhouse, hang it 5-10 feet off the ground in or
near dense greenery. The birdhouse should be turned, so the most protection is offered from the prevailing wind. You can add some pine needles to the birdhouse to make it more inviting. Common nesting materials like dried grass clippings can also be used if you don’t have pine needles. You will need one 8” by 32” board at least 3/4” thick and one
board that is 10” by 24”. Choose exterior-grade plywood, pine, cedar, or redwood pieces for your wooden birdhouse. Avoid treated lumber since the chemicals are often harmful to birds. If you have reclaimed wood, as long as it’s not treated or covered in harmful oils or other chemicals, it’s fine to use. In addition to wood, you will need short, thin nails
or screws. Wood glue is another option, but nails and screws will hold up much longer outside. If you want a hand-painted look for your birdhouse, use non-toxic acrylic paints. Stick to natural colors like beige, brown, and forest shade greens. While a brightly painted birdhouse looks nice, cardinals will be more apt to use a birdhouse that doesn’t
attract predators with bright colors. Follow our step-by-step guide to building a 3-sided DIY cardinal birdhouse. This simple cardinal birdhouse can be built in a day and is ready to hang immediately! Step-by-step instructions: Cut your 10” x 24” board into 1-10” x13” piece (Backboard) and 1-10” by 11” piece (Roof) Cut your 8” by 32” board into the
following pieces. 9” long (Floor) 2” long (Lip) 21” long (Sides) Lay 21” board flat and mark 10” from the bottom on one side and 11” from the bottom on the other. Use a ruler to draw a line from the two dots. This should create a slightly angled line. Cut along the line. Nail or screw the two side pieces to the outside of the floorboard so that the short
side is forward and the high side is to the back. The floor should extend beyond the sides around 2” in the front and be flush with the rear. Attach the 2” by 8” in the front perpendicular to the floorboard to create a lip. Attach the backboard to the back of the birdhouse. Attach the roof, so it is tight against the backboard. You can cut the corner, so it is
square against the backboard, or you can use a non-toxic silicone or Gorilla waterproof glue to seal any small gaps. Sealing all the seams with silicone or Gorilla waterproof glue will make the birdhouse sturdy and less drafty, but it will need to cure or air out for 1-2 days to be fully waterproof. Screw or nail your cardinal birdhouse to a tree by the
backboard. Choose a location 5-10 feet off the ground in a well-planted area. SongbirdHub Red cardinals don’t typically use nesting boxes. While they use open-style birdhouses for roosting at night, they prefer to build their nests in brambles, thickets, and shrubs without being boxed in. You can build a simple nesting platform or nesting shelf for
cardinals and place them in thick greenery. While providing a nesting box isn’t harmful, cardinals are open nesters and likely will not use a cardinal nesting box. If you decide to build a cardinal nesting box, it will likely be used as a roost by adult cardinals, or birds like wrens may move in. Swallows are also prone to using untouched nesting boxes. In
place of a nesting box, here are a few ways you can support breeding pairs of Northern cardinals: Plant and maintain bushes, thickets, and vining plants throughout your yard Wait until October to prune back dense greenery. Keep pets away from areas where dense vegetation grows so cardinals feel safe in their nesting sites. Provide a wild bird
feeder for cardinals, but make sure to leave at least 10 feet between the feeder and known nesting sites to avoid attracting predators Provide a bird bath or similar water feature Don’t use insecticides in your yard. Cardinals feed their young a diet primarily made up of invertebrates like spiders and caterpillars Use binoculars for bird watching from
inside your home during breeding season, so you don’t disturb skittish parents Just like feeding songbirds have been found to positively influence native populations, providing a safe backyard habitat for them to raise families is beneficial to wild birds. As long as you are not trying to make them pets, your effort to support native birds is important to
their survival. Rapid urbanization and the creation of recreational spaces are destroying habitats at alarming rates. For some species of songbirds, backyard bird habitats and urban forests are the only things helping them survive. While experts suggest as little human and wildlife interaction as possible regarding conservation, creating safe spaces for
wild birds helps them thrive. Birdhouses, birdbaths, and bird feeders are simple ways bird lovers can support our feathered friends. Northern cardinals are non-migratory birds that stay in their home territory year-round, so you can place a cardinal birdhouse in your yard anytime. It’s a good idea to place new cardinal birdhouses and bird feeders in
the late Fall, so they have time to settle in before courtship and mate selection starts in late January. The male Northern cardinal establishes his territory and starts courtship between the end of January and the middle of February. By the time mating season starts in March, the cardinal pair is already gathering material to build nests. These beautiful
birds mate for life, so once the iconic pair of red birds settle in, yearly broods will soon follow. The male cardinal starts gathering nesting material in the early Spring, and the female cardinal builds the nest. Northern cardinals are great parents, with male and female cardinals caring for offspring. SongbirdHub You should place your birdhouse at
least 10 feet from any bird feeder or bath. Placing your birdhouse close to bird feeders creates too much activity close to the roosting and nesting sites. Having the cardinal birdhouse too close to bird feeders can also attract predators that eat eggs like rats, snakes, raccoons, squirrels, and foxes You can initially place a few dried mealworms, black oil
sunflower seeds, or safflower seeds in the birdhouse to entice the cardinals. Once you notice the birdhouse, keep cardinal feeders, suet, and birdseed at least 10 feet from the birdhouse. While cardinals aren’t likely to use birdhouses for nesting, a well-made birdhouse is a perfect place for Northern cardinals to roost year-round. Remember these
important tips when building your birdhouses: Make sure the birdhouse has at least one open side Hang the birdhouse in or near dense greenery Choose birdseed with black oil sunflower seeds to stop house sparrows from outcompeting native songbirds for food Use platform feeders for cardinals Provide plenty of fresh water Choose untreated wood
for your DIY birdhouses Paint birdhouses with non-toxic acrylic paint in neutral colors Many cardinal lovers are also a crafty bunch so why not handmake your own cardinal bird feeder? DIY bird feeder inspiration is widely available online but are they all suitable for cardinals? No, they're not! What’s the point of a DIY cardinal bird feeder that
cardinals won’t use? Don’t waste time, effort, and money creating a handmade bird feeder, with the intention of feeding northern cardinals, that no cardinals will use.In this article, I explain why northern cardinals won’t use just any old bird feeder, what kind of feeder they will use, and my hand-curated selection of DIY Cardinal Bird Feeders for your
next project.Cardinals are almost 9” long making them relatively large perching birds compared to chickadees, another common feeder bird, which is only about 5" long,Because of their size, cardinals need a perch that’s further from the food than a smaller bird would need. If you’'re visual like I am, check out the illustration below.Cardinals require a
longer perching distance from the food than a smaller bird.If the cardinal has to twist themselves into a pretzel to get at the food, they’re unlikely to return. We want northern cardinals to return again and again so need a bird feeder that’s comfortable and easy for them to get at the food.Cardinals prefer feeders that allow them to perch forward-
facing as they bend over to eat. This essentially requires a large base and/or open area above.Cardinals also like feeders that hold the type of food they love including black-oil sunflower seed, safflower seed, hulled peanuts, cracked corn, and seed mixes.I spent hours scouring Pinterest and Google looking for DIY bird feeder ideas then reviewing each
design for “cardinal suitability”. The feeder must provide a perch large enough for them.I found well over 100 handmade bird feeder ideas and fell in love with many of them but only a small fraction was actually suitable for cardinals. Here they are in no particular order:Save for later on Pinterest! If you are eager to bring the vibrant charm of
cardinals to your backyard, you may enjoy watching these graceful songbirds soar through the sky thanks to a feeder you built on your own. We’ll walk you through the process of creating a cardinal feeder from scratch in this guide, so that you can enjoy these cute creatures in your own garden as much as possible.Creating a cardinal feeder that
caters to the specific needs of these birds is as simple as a few simple steps. We’ve got everything you need to get started, from selecting the right materials to finishing touches. Whether you’re a novice or a pro, the instructions in this guide will help you get started on a cardinal feeder project.Join us on this rewarding journey as we learn how to
create a cardinal feeder that not only attracts these beautiful birds but also adds a touch of natural wonder to your outdoor space. Allow your tools to get ready, and we can start building a cardinal sanctuary together.Materials NeededIn the realm of crafting a cardinal feeder, the selection of materials stands as the cornerstone of a successful project.
To embark on this endeavor, a carefully curated list of essentials is paramount. Here’s a concise breakdown of the vital materials and tools that will form the backbone of your cardinal feeder construction:Wood Selection:The foundation of your cardinal feeder, the choice of wood, holds significant weight in determining the feeder’s durability and
aesthetics. Opt for the sturdiness and natural resistance to decay found in cedar or redwood. These hardwoods not only ensure longevity but also impart an appealing rustic charm to your feeder.Fasteners:Screws and nails are the unsung heroes, binding the cardinal feeder’s components together with steadfast reliability. When it comes to choosing
these fasteners, quality should reign supreme. Opt for corrosion-resistant varieties to withstand the rigors of outdoor exposure.Transparent Shielding:Clear acrylic panels serve as the cardinal feeder’s windows, offering an unobstructed view of the feeding area. These panels not only protect the seeds from the elements but also allow for easy
monitoring of seed levels. Selecting high-quality acrylic ensures longevity and maintains visibility over time.Functional Hardware:The efficiency of your cardinal feeder hinges on the functionality of its moving parts. Hinges and hooks facilitate access for maintenance and refilling. Ensure they are durable and rust-resistant to guarantee smooth
operation throughout the feeder’s lifespan.Waterproof Adhesive:Waterproof glue acts as the silent guardian, fortifying joints and connections against moisture intrusion. This adhesive is instrumental in enhancing the feeder’s longevity, particularly in environments prone to dampness and precipitation.Precision Tools:Embarking on this DIY venture
demands a toolkit equipped with precision instruments. A saw enables accurate wood cutting, ensuring each piece fits seamlessly into the feeder’s design. A drill facilitates secure fastening, while a measuring tape ensures precision in every dimension.Crafting Expertise:Possessing the right tools is just the beginning. Mastery of the crafting process is
equally crucial. It’s the hands guiding the saw, the eyes measuring the cuts, and the skill in wielding fasteners that ultimately bring this cardinal feeder to life. Precision and attention to detail are your allies in this creative endeavor.In Summation:The cardinal feeder you envision hinges on the quality of materials and tools you select. Each component
plays a crucial role in the feeder’s overall functionality and aesthetic appeal. By investing in top-tier wood, fasteners, acrylic panels, hinges, waterproof glue, and a reliable set of tools, you're poised to craft a feeder that not only withstands the test of time but also beckons cardinals with a welcoming allure.In the art of crafting, it’s not merely the
materials, but the mastery of their application that sets apart the ordinary from the extraordinary. With these carefully curated essentials, you're well on your way to creating a cardinal feeder that stands as a testament to both skill and craftsmanship.Design ConsiderationsWhen it comes to designing a cardinal feeder that truly caters to the needs
and preferences of these vibrant birds, several key considerations come into play. Understanding the cardinal’s natural behaviors and habits is pivotal in crafting an effective feeder that will not only attract them but also provide a safe and inviting space for them to feed. Here are the critical design elements to take into account:Optimal Size and
Shape:Cardinals, with their distinctive crests and vibrant plumage, are not the smallest of songbirds. To accommodate them comfortably, the feeder’s size matters significantly. A feeder with dimensions that allow ample space for movement ensures that cardinals can access the seeds without feeling cramped or confined. A rectangular or hopper-style
feeder, for instance, provides ample room for multiple cardinals to feed simultaneously, reducing any potential conflicts.Proper Perch Placement:Cardinals are known for their preference for perching while feeding. Incorporating strategically placed perches around the feeder is essential in catering to this behavior. Opt for sturdy and broad perches,
allowing the birds to comfortably rest while they enjoy their meal. Placing the perches at varying heights accommodates different bird sizes and provides options for the cardinals to choose their preferred spot, enhancing their overall feeding experience.Roof for Protection Against Elements:Considering the ever-changing weather conditions,
providing a protective roof over the feeder is a thoughtful design choice. This feature shields the seeds and the feeding area from rain, snow, or harsh sunlight, ensuring that the cardinals can access their food in comfort. Additionally, a well-designed roof prevents water from accumulating in the feeder, which can lead to spoilage of the seeds.Easy
Access for Cleaning and Refilling:Maintenance is a crucial aspect of feeder design. Ensuring easy access for cleaning and refilling not only prolongs the feeder’s lifespan but also promotes the overall health and well-being of the cardinals. Incorporate features such as removable trays or hinged panels that grant convenient access to the interior. This
design consideration simplifies the process of regular cleaning, preventing the buildup of debris or mold that can be harmful to the birds.Incorporating these design considerations into your cardinal feeder project demonstrates a thoughtful approach to creating a space that caters specifically to the needs of these beloved birds. By optimizing size and
shape, providing proper perches, including a protective roof, and allowing for easy maintenance, you’re not only enhancing the functionality of the feeder but also ensuring a welcoming environment for cardinals to visit time and time again. This attention to detail in design sets the stage for a cardinal-friendly oasis in your backyard, where these
magnificent birds can thrive and flourish.Step-by-Step Construction Process Image credit: fastly Embarking on the construction of a cardinal feeder is a gratifying endeavor, and following a systematic step-by-step process ensures a successful outcome. Here’s a detailed guide on how to bring your feeder to life:I. Cutting and Preparing the WoodBegin
by meticulously measuring and marking the wood pieces according to your chosen design. Accuracy at this stage is pivotal for a seamless assembly.With the aid of a reliable saw, carefully execute the cuts, transforming the wood into panels and components. Take your time to ensure precision and clean edges.To guarantee a polished finish, diligently
sand the edges. This step not only enhances the feeder’s aesthetics but also prevents any potential splinters.II. Assembling the FrameArrange the cut pieces thoughtfully to form the basic structure of the feeder. Pay close attention to alignment and symmetry, as this foundation sets the stage for stability.Utilize a combination of screws and waterproof
glue to secure the components. This dual approach provides both immediate structural integrity and long-term resilience to the feeder.III. Installing Clear Acrylic PanelsMeasure and cut the acrylic sheets with precision to fit the designated openings in the feeder. Accuracy here ensures a snug and protective fit for the panels.Secure the acrylic panels
in place using either screws or clips. This step not only provides a clear view of the feeding area but also shields the seeds from the elements.IV. Adding PerchesDeliberate on cardinal-friendly perch locations, considering factors like visibility and accessibility for the birds. Placing perches strategically encourages natural feeding behavior.Attach the
perches securely to the feeder, ensuring they are stable and capable of supporting the weight of the cardinals.V. Attaching the RoofCraft and install a slanted roof to offer vital protection against the elements. This addition safeguards the seeds and maintains an inviting environment for the cardinals.Ensure that the roof is not only securely fastened
but also designed for easy removal. This accessibility simplifies cleaning and maintenance tasks, ensuring the feeder remains in prime condition.VI. Applying Finishing TouchesPrioritize safety by meticulously sanding any remaining rough surfaces. This small yet crucial step ensures that the feeder is entirely bird-friendly.Apply a non-toxic sealant to
safeguard the wood from the rigors of weather exposure. This protective measure prolongs the feeder’s lifespan, allowing it to serve as a welcoming haven for cardinals for years to come.By diligently following this step-by-step construction process, you're not only creating a cardinal feeder but also a sanctuary that caters to the specific needs and
preferences of these magnificent birds. With each precise cut, secure attachment, and thoughtful finishing touch, you’'re contributing to a thriving ecosystem in your very own backyard. Your craftsmanship will be a testament to your dedication to providing a safe and nourishing space for cardinals to visit and enjoy.Testing and Adjustments Image
taken by: nmgtec.com After the meticulous construction of your cardinal feeder, it’s time to transition into the crucial phase of testing and adjustments. This stage is where the practicality and effectiveness of your creation truly come to light. Here’s a comprehensive guide on how to go about it:I. Setting Up in the Right SpotSelecting the ideal
location for your cardinal feeder is paramount. Opt for a spot that offers a clear line of sight, both for the birds and for your own enjoyment of their visits. Ensure it’s easily accessible for you to refill and clean, yet positioned in a way that doesn’t disrupt the natural flow of your outdoor space.Consider factors like nearby vegetation and potential
predators. Placing the feeder near shrubs or trees provides natural cover for the cardinals, allowing them to observe their surroundings before approaching.Il. Observing Cardinal ActivityOnce the feeder is in position, take time to observe the cardinals’ behavior. Pay attention to their approach, feeding patterns, and any signs of hesitation or
discomfort. This initial observation will offer valuable insights into how well the feeder is suited to their preferences.Note the number of cardinals visiting, as well as any signs of territorial behavior. This information will guide any necessary adjustments to ensure all visitors have equal access to the feeding area.lIl. Making Necessary
AdjustmentsBased on your observations, make targeted adjustments to enhance usability. This could involve repositioning perches for better visibility or stability, or even fine-tuning the placement of the feeder for improved accessibility.Consider any environmental factors that may impact the cardinals’ experience. For example, if you notice strong
winds affecting the feeder, adding additional stabilizing elements or repositioning it may be necessary.IV. Creating an Inviting AtmosphereBeyond the feeder itself, consider adding complementary elements to create an inviting environment for the cardinals. Providing a nearby water source, such as a birdbath, ensures they have access to both food
and hydration in close proximity.Planting native vegetation around the feeder can also offer natural cover and additional food sources for the cardinals, further encouraging their presence.V. Documenting and Fine-TuningKeep a record of your observations and adjustments. This documentation allows you to track changes in cardinal behavior over
time and provides valuable insights for future feeder designs or placements.Periodically revisit the feeder to ensure it remains in optimal condition. Regular maintenance, such as cleaning and replenishing seeds, is crucial in sustaining a welcoming space for the cardinals.By systematically testing and making adjustments to your cardinal feeder,
you're not only fine-tuning its functionality but also demonstrating a genuine commitment to providing a haven for these vibrant birds. Your keen observations and thoughtful modifications will ensure that the feeder continues to serve as a valuable asset in your backyard, attracting and nourishing cardinals for years to come. This iterative process,
driven by a genuine passion for avian well-being, exemplifies the dedication of a true bird enthusiast.Maintenance and CareMaintaining and caring for your cardinal feeder is essential to ensure its longevity and to continue providing a safe and nourishing space for these vibrant birds. Here’s a detailed guide on how to clean and maintain your feeder
for long-term use:I. Establishing a Regular Cleaning ScheduleConsistency is key when it comes to maintaining a healthy and inviting environment for cardinals. Set a regular cleaning schedule to prevent the buildup of dirt, debris, and mold, which can be harmful to both the feeder and the birds.Aim to clean the feeder at least once every two weeks,
or more frequently if you notice any signs of contamination. During periods of heavy use, such as during migration seasons, more frequent cleaning may be necessary.II. Safe Cleaning AgentsWhen it comes to selecting cleaning agents, opt for gentle and bird-friendly options. Avoid using harsh chemicals, as residues can be harmful to the birds and
may contaminate their food.Mild dish soap or a solution of one part vinegar to nine parts water are effective and safe choices for cleaning your feeder. These natural agents effectively remove dirt and bacteria without posing any harm to the cardinals.III. Step-by-Step Cleaning ProcessBegin by removing all remaining seeds from the feeder to prevent
them from becoming moldy or attracting pests. Dispose of any spoiled seeds in a sealed bag or container to avoid contamination of your outdoor space.Disassemble the feeder, taking care to note how each component fits together. This ensures that you can reassemble it correctly after cleaning.Using a gentle scrub brush or sponge, clean each part of
the feeder with your chosen cleaning solution. Pay special attention to corners, crevices, and any areas where dirt may accumulate.Rinse thoroughly with clean water to remove any traces of cleaning solution. Allow the components to air dry completely before reassembly.IV. Inspecting for Wear and DamageWhile cleaning, take the opportunity to
inspect the feeder for any signs of wear, damage, or structural weakness. Check for loose screws, cracks, or warping in the wood or acrylic panels.Address any issues promptly to prevent further deterioration and ensure the feeder remains safe and functional for the cardinals.V. Seasonal ConsiderationsWith the changing seasons, adjust your
maintenance routine accordingly. During colder months, it’s important to clear away snow and ice from the feeder to maintain accessibility for the birds. Additionally, consider adding extra perches or shelter to protect the cardinals from harsh weather conditions.By adhering to a regular cleaning schedule and using safe cleaning agents, you’re not
only preserving the integrity of your cardinal feeder but also safeguarding the well-being of the birds it serves. This dedicated care and attention to detail ensure that your feeder remains a welcoming oasis for cardinals throughout the year, fostering a thriving ecosystem right in your own backyard. Your commitment to maintenance and care is a
testament to your genuine passion for avian well-being.Tips for Cardinal AttractionCertainly, here are the condensed tips for attracting more cardinals to your feeder:I. Proper Seed Selection:Opt for cardinal-friendly seeds like black oil sunflower seeds, safflower seeds, and hulled sunflower seeds.Avoid seed mixes with excessive fillers like milo,
wheat, or oats.Ensure freshness and quality by regularly checking and replacing the seeds.II. Ideal Feeder Placement:Position the feeder near natural cover like bushes or trees for safety.Ensure visibility for both you and passing cardinals.Keep the area around the feeder clean to maintain its appeal.Consider multiple feeders in different areas to
reduce competition.Provide a nearby water source, like a birdbath, for added attraction.By following these tips, you’ll create an inviting space that’s sure to draw more cardinals to your feeder.Frequently asked questionsAddress common queries related to cardinal feeders.How high should the feeder be placed?What’s the best seed mix for cardinals?
Cardinal feeders should be positioned 4 to 5 feet above the ground. This height provides a safe vantage point for cardinals to observe their surroundings and ensures easy access for them. As for seed selection, opt for cardinal-friendly options like black oil sunflower seeds, safflower seeds, and hulled sunflower seeds. These seeds are rich in nutrients
and easy for cardinals to crack open, making them ideal choices for a cardinal feeder. Avoid mixes with excessive fillers to provide the best quality nutrition for these birds. Keeping the feeder well-maintained and stocked with fresh seeds is key to attracting and nourishing cardinals in your backyard.How high should the feeder be placed?The cardinal
feeder should be positioned at a height of 4 to 5 feet above the ground. This elevation strikes a balance between accessibility for the birds and ensuring their safety. Placing the feeder at this height allows cardinals to approach comfortably while also providing them with a clear line of sight for potential predators. Additionally, it gives you a
convenient vantage point to observe these vibrant birds as they visit your feeder. This height recommendation is based on the natural behaviors and preferences of cardinals, optimizing the feeder’s appeal and functionality in your outdoor space.What'’s the best seed mix for cardinals?The best seed mix for cardinals includes black oil sunflower seeds,
safflower seeds, and hulled sunflower seeds. These options are rich in essential nutrients and are easily cracked open by cardinals. It’s important to avoid mixes with excessive fillers like milo or wheat, as cardinals tend to discard these. Providing fresh, high-quality seeds is crucial for attracting and nourishing these vibrant birds. Regularly checking
and replenishing the seeds ensures a consistent and appealing food source for cardinals in your feeder. This seed selection aligns with the dietary preferences of cardinals, making it the ideal choice for those looking to attract and support these beautiful birds in their backyard.How do I choose the right type of wood for a cardinal feeder?When
selecting wood for a cardinal feeder, opt for durable and weather-resistant options like cedar or redwood. These woods naturally resist decay and insects, ensuring the feeder’s longevity. Cedar, in particular, contains natural oils that act as an additional barrier against rot and pests. It’s also known for its appealing appearance and pleasant aroma.
Redwood shares similar resistance qualities and is renowned for its striking grain patterns. Both woods are readily available at most hardware stores and can be easily worked with standard woodworking tools. Prioritize untreated wood to avoid potential harm to the birds. By choosing cedar or redwood, you're investing in a sturdy and visually
appealing feeder that will stand up to the elements and provide a safe haven for cardinals in your backyard.What safety precautions should I take when using power tools for this project?When working with power tools for your cardinal feeder project, safety is paramount. Follow these precautions:Wear Safety Gear: Utilize safety goggles, ear
protection, and dust masks to safeguard against debris and noise.Proper Tool Inspection: Ensure tools are in good condition, with no damaged cords or blades.Stable Work Surface: Use a stable and level workbench to prevent accidents due to wobbling or instability.Secure Workpieces: Use clamps or vices to secure the wood firmly, preventing slips
or unexpected movements.Mindful Operation: Focus on the task at hand, avoiding distractions or multitasking while using power tools.Follow Instructions: Adhere strictly to the manufacturer’s guidelines and recommended usage for each tool.Unplug When Not in Use: Disconnect power tools when not in operation, and when changing blades or
making adjustments.Avoid Loose Clothing: Wear fitted clothing and remove any jewelry that could get caught in moving parts.Proper Blade Handling: When changing blades, ensure the tool is unplugged and handle sharp edges with care.Maintain a Clean Workspace: Clear away sawdust and debris regularly to prevent slips and ensure a clear line of
sight.By adhering to these safety measures, you’ll create a secure environment for working with power tools, reducing the risk of accidents and ensuring a successful cardinal feeder project.How can I tell if my feeder is effectively attracting cardinals?To gauge the effectiveness of your cardinal feeder, observe the following indicators:Cardinal
Sightings: The most direct sign is the presence of cardinals at your feeder. Regular visits indicate that your setup is attracting them.Seed Consumption: Monitor seed levels. A significant decrease over time suggests cardinals are frequenting the feeder.Minimal Waste: Cardinals are known to be tidy eaters. If you notice less seed waste on the ground,
it’s a good sign they are using the feeder efficiently.Behavioral Cues: Watch for cardinal behavior such as perching, feeding, and occasional singing near the feeder.Consistency: Regular and consistent visits from cardinals over days or weeks confirm your feeder’s effectiveness.Cardinal Sounds: Listen for their distinctive calls, as cardinals often
vocalize when feeding.Other Bird Activity: Sometimes, cardinals attract other birds. An increase in avian visitors may indicate a successful feeder.By paying attention to these cues, you can determine if your feeder is effectively drawing cardinals to your backyard, offering you the joy of their vibrant presence.Are there alternative materials I can use
for the clear panels if I don’t have acrylic?Certainly, if acrylic isn’t available, there are alternative materials for clear panels in your cardinal feeder. Consider using materials like polycarbonate sheets, plexiglass, or even tempered glass. Each of these options offers transparency while providing durability and protection against the elements.
Polycarbonate sheets are known for their impact resistance and lightweight nature, making them a suitable substitute for acrylic. Plexiglass, a type of acrylic, offers similar properties but may be more readily available in certain areas. Tempered glass, while heavier, is exceptionally durable and provides a clear view for birdwatching. Ensure that
whichever material you choose is appropriately sized and securely fitted to maintain the feeder’s functionality and appeal to cardinals.What are some cardinal-friendly seed options to consider?Cardinals have specific seed preferences. Opt for cardinal-friendly seeds like black oil sunflower seeds, safflower seeds, and hulled sunflower seeds. These
seeds are rich in essential nutrients and have shells that cardinals can easily crack open with their strong beaks. They are the top choices for attracting these vibrant birds to your feeder. Avoid seed mixes with excessive fillers like milo, wheat, or oats, as cardinals tend to discard these less preferred seeds. Providing fresh, high-quality seeds and
maintaining a consistent supply will ensure a steady stream of cardinals to your feeder, allowing you to enjoy their beauty and presence in your outdoor space.Can I paint the feeder for added aesthetics, or will it be harmful to the birds?Yes, you can paint the feeder for added aesthetics, but it’s crucial to choose bird-friendly, non-toxic paint. Opt for
water-based paints that are labeled safe for outdoor use and specifically mention bird feeders. Avoid lead-based or oil-based paints, as they can be harmful to birds. Ensure the paint is thoroughly dry and aired out before placing any seeds in the feeder. Focus on using earth tones or natural colors that blend with the environment to attract birds while
maintaining an appealing look. Keep in mind that birds prioritize the functionality of the feeder over its appearance, so ensure that any paint used does not compromise their safety or well-being.Amhil Khan, a dedicated nature enthusiast and the founder of BirdsOfTheWild.com, is a passionate advocate for the captivating world of avian wonders. With
a deep-seated curiosity about the intricate lives of birds, Amhil’s journey began as a fascination and has evolved into a mission to inspire others to appreciate and protect these magnificent creatures. Amhil’s love for birds led to the creation of Birds of the Wild, a platform where his expertise in ornithology, coupled with his captivating storytelling,
provides readers with an immersive and educational experience. Through his lens and words, he captures the essence of birds in their natural habitats, offering a glimpse into their behaviors, migrations, and the ecosystems they inhabit. Many cardinal lovers are also a crafty bunch so why not handmake your own cardinal bird feeder? DIY bird feeder
inspiration is widely available online but are they all suitable for cardinals? No, they’re not! What’s the point of a DIY cardinal bird feeder that cardinals won’t use? Don’t waste time, effort, and money creating a handmade bird feeder, with the intention of feeding northern cardinals, that no cardinals will use.In this article, I explain why northern
cardinals won’t use just any old bird feeder, what kind of feeder they will use, and my hand-curated selection of DIY Cardinal Bird Feeders for your next project.Cardinals are almost 9” long making them relatively large perching birds compared to chickadees, another common feeder bird, which is only about 5” long,Because of their size, cardinals
need a perch that’s further from the food than a smaller bird would need. If you're visual like I am, check out the illustration below.Cardinals require a longer perching distance from the food than a smaller bird.If the cardinal has to twist themselves into a pretzel to get at the food, they’'re unlikely to return. We want northern cardinals to return again
and again so need a bird feeder that’s comfortable and easy for them to get at the food.Cardinals prefer feeders that allow them to perch forward-facing as they bend over to eat. This essentially requires a large base and/or open area above.Cardinals also like feeders that hold the type of food they love including black-oil sunflower seed, safflower
seed, hulled peanuts, cracked corn, and seed mixes.I spent hours scouring Pinterest and Google looking for DIY bird feeder ideas then reviewing each design for “cardinal suitability”. The feeder must provide a perch large enough for them.I found well over 100 handmade bird feeder ideas and fell in love with many of them but only a small fraction
was actually suitable for cardinals. Here they are in no particular order:Save for later on Pinterest! Many cardinal lovers are also a crafty bunch so why not handmake your own cardinal bird feeder? DIY bird feeder inspiration is widely available online but are they all suitable for cardinals? No, they’re not! What’s the point of a DIY cardinal bird feeder
that cardinals won’t use? Don’t waste time, effort, and money creating a handmade bird feeder, with the intention of feeding northern cardinals, that no cardinals will use.In this article, I explain why northern cardinals won’t use just any old bird feeder, what kind of feeder they will use, and my hand-curated selection of DIY Cardinal Bird Feeders for
your next project.Cardinals are almost 9” long making them relatively large perching birds compared to chickadees, another common feeder bird, which is only about 5” long,Because of their size, cardinals need a perch that’s further from the food than a smaller bird would need. If you're visual like I am, check out the illustration below.Cardinals
require a longer perching distance from the food than a smaller bird.If the cardinal has to twist themselves into a pretzel to get at the food, they’'re unlikely to return. We want northern cardinals to return again and again so need a bird feeder that’s comfortable and easy for them to get at the food.Cardinals prefer feeders that allow them to perch
forward-facing as they bend over to eat. This essentially requires a large base and/or open area above.Cardinals also like feeders that hold the type of food they love including black-oil sunflower seed, safflower seed, hulled peanuts, cracked corn, and seed mixes.I spent hours scouring Pinterest and Google looking for DIY bird feeder ideas then
reviewing each design for “cardinal suitability”. The feeder must provide a perch large enough for them.I found well over 100 handmade bird feeder ideas and fell in love with many of them but only a small fraction was actually suitable for cardinals. Here they are in no particular order:Save for later on Pinterest! Many cardinal lovers are also a crafty
bunch so why not handmake your own cardinal bird feeder? DIY bird feeder inspiration is widely available online but are they all suitable for cardinals? No, they’re not! What’s the point of a DIY cardinal bird feeder that cardinals won’t use? Don’t waste time, effort, and money creating a handmade bird feeder, with the intention of feeding northern
cardinals, that no cardinals will use.In this article, I explain why northern cardinals won’t use just any old bird feeder, what kind of feeder they will use, and my hand-curated selection of DIY Cardinal Bird Feeders for your next project.Cardinals are almost 9” long making them relatively large perching birds compared to chickadees, another common
feeder bird, which is only about 5” long,Because of their size, cardinals need a perch that’s further from the food than a smaller bird would need. If you're visual like I am, check out the illustration below.Cardinals require a longer perching distance from the food than a smaller bird.If the cardinal has to twist themselves into a pretzel to get at the
food, they’re unlikely to return. We want northern cardinals to return again and again so need a bird feeder that’s comfortable and easy for them to get at the food.Cardinals prefer feeders that allow them to perch forward-facing as they bend over to eat. This essentially requires a large base and/or open area above.Cardinals also like feeders that hold
the type of food they love including black-oil sunflower seed, safflower seed, hulled peanuts, cracked corn, and seed mixes.I spent hours scouring Pinterest and Google looking for DIY bird feeder ideas then reviewing each design for “cardinal suitability”. The feeder must provide a perch large enough for them.I found well over 100 handmade bird
feeder ideas and fell in love with many of them but only a small fraction was actually suitable for cardinals. Here they are in no particular order:Save for later on Pinterest! Why Make Your Own Bird Feeder? Creating a bird feeder at home offers a unique combination of benefits for both you and the environment. By building one yourself, you’ll not
only be supporting local wildlife but also gaining hands-on experience that can educate and entertain people of all ages. For instance, using recycled materials in your project reduces waste and promotes sustainability, making it an eco-friendly activity that’s perfect for anyone looking to make a positive impact. By repurposing items like milk cartons
or scrap wood into bird feeders, you’ll be helping to conserve resources while creating something truly useful. Beyond the environmental benefits, building a bird feeder can also have a profound effect on your mental well-being. Watching birds visit your feeder can be incredibly calming and meditative, offering a peaceful escape from the stresses of
daily life. It’s not uncommon for people to find themselves feeling more relaxed and at ease when surrounded by nature. Furthermore, a homemade bird feeder can add charm and character to your garden, serving as a focal point that attracts various bird species and brings color and vibrancy to your outdoor space. It’s a simple yet rewarding way to
connect with nature and support local wildlife, making it an excellent DIY project for anyone looking to make a positive impact. How to Make a Bird Feeder Transforming a plastic bottle into a bird feeder is a creative DIY endeavor that not only promotes recycling but also supports local avian populations. By repurposing household materials, we can
create a functional and easy-to-make bird feeder. This straightforward guide will lead you through the process, utilizing items you may already have on hand. What You Will Need To create the necessary materials for your bird feeder, you will need a clean and dry plastic bottle with a cap, twine or string, two sticks, dowel rods, or pencils. Additionally,
you’ll require some birdseed to fill your new feeder. You’ll also need a few basic tools to help you assemble everything. These include a drawing pin, commonly known as a thumbtack, and a sharp pair of scissors. The nail scissors work exceptionally well for this task. Step-by-Step Guide To create a functional and attractive DIY bird feeder, start by
preparing the perches. Use a drawing pin to make two holes opposite each other near the bottom of the bottle, then widen them with scissors until they’re just slightly smaller than the width of your chosen stick. Insert the stick through both holes to form a perch, repeating this step higher up on the bottle to create a cross shape when viewed from
below. For proper drainage and feeding, make small holes at the bottom of the feeder using the drawing pin, then widen them with scissors. Additionally, poke slightly larger holes about four centimeters above each perch for the birds to feed from. Adjust the hole sizes based on the size of your birdseed. Next, prepare the feeder for hanging by
making two more holes opposite one another near the neck of the bottle. Thread a piece of twine or string through these holes to create a loop for hanging. Finally, fill the bottle with birdseed, ensuring the feeding holes are sized so seeds can be accessed by the birds without spilling out excessively. Screw the cap back on and your DIY bird feeder is
ready to be hung in a tree, on a washing line, or any suitable spot. After Installation: When you first install the feeder, allow some time for birds to become aware of its presence and start frequenting it. This may take a day or two, depending on the species of birds in your area. Be patient and give them time to discover this new source of food. Video
Tutorial Incorporating a visual element into the process of crafting a bird feeder from a plastic bottle can greatly enhance comprehension and engagement. For those who prefer a hands-on, step-by-step approach, I recommend watching the EcoSapien video tutorial on this project. This multimedia combination, pairing the written guide with the video,
provides a comprehensive learning experience that caters to both visual and textual learners. The activity itself is an excellent way to repurpose everyday waste while promoting a valuable resource for local wildlife. With its simplicity and accessibility, crafting a bird feeder from a plastic bottle is an enjoyable project suitable for individuals of all ages.
Understanding Your Local Bird Species Not only do birds native to your area bring a burst of vibrancy and melody to your backyard, but they also play a vital role in maintaining the local ecosystem’s overall health. Whether you’'re an enthusiastic bird enthusiast or simply appreciate their company, identifying which species can be attracted and
learning how to draw them in is crucial for creating a welcoming habitat that benefits both you and the birds. Mini-Guide to Common Backyard Birds in Different Regions While a comprehensive list of regional bird species would be exhaustive, identifying a few common visitors can serve as a starting point for exploration. For a more in-depth look,
online resources like the Audubon Society and Cornell Lab of Ornithology offer a wealth of information, providing guides and tools to identify and understand local avian populations. In North America, familiar backyard birds include the Northern Cardinal, American Robin, and Blue Jay, while Europe is home to the European Robin, Great Tit, and
Chaffinch. In Australia, common sightings feature the Australian Magpie, Rainbow Lorikeet, and Superb Fairy-wn. By consulting these resources, you can uncover not only the birds of your region but also their habits, preferences, and how to attract them to your backyard or local park. Bird Feeder Types and Food Choices To entice birds to your yard,
it’s crucial to consider both the type of feeder and the type of food you offer. Here’s a comprehensive guide to get you started:When it comes to feeders, different types are better suited for various bird species. Tube feeders are ideal for small birds like finches and sparrows, while hopper feeders attract a wider variety of birds including cardinals and
blue jays. Suet feeders are perfect for winter months, drawing in woodpeckers, nuthatches, and titmice with their high-fat content. Platform feeders, open and accessible, are ideal for ground-feeding birds like doves and juncos.In addition to choosing the right feeder, selecting the correct food is equally important. Sunflower seeds are a universal
favorite among many bird species, while suet provides essential fats, especially beneficial in colder climates. Nectar attracts hummingbirds and orioles, made from a simple sugar-water mixture. Fruits and nuts, loved by a variety of birds including blue jays, woodpeckers, and robins.Remember, the key to a successful bird feeder is not just about



attracting birds but also providing a safe and nutritious environment for them. Regularly cleaning your feeders and providing fresh water are just as important as the food itself. By understanding the specific preferences of your local bird species and matching those with the appropriate feeders and food, you’re well on your way to becoming a beloved
stopover for the feathered residents of your area. The Perfect Placement: Location, Location, Location Safety First: Keeping Our Feathered Friends Safe When it comes to siting your homemade bird feeder, the well-being of its avian visitors should be the paramount consideration. A crucial aspect of ensuring bird safety is to position feeders away
from windows, as this can greatly minimize the risk of collisions with glass, a leading cause of injury or mortality among birds. Additionally, careful thought should be given to potential predators, such as felines and birds of prey. Strategically placing feeders at least 12 feet away from areas where predators may lurk, like bushes or tree cover,
provides birds with the opportunity to detect potential threats and make a swift exit. Maximizing Bird Viewing Pleasure When it comes to observing the fascinating behaviors of your visiting birds, consider positioning your feeders in areas where you can comfortably view them from within your home. Patios, gardens, or windows with bird-friendly
safety measures installed are excellent options. While placing feeders near windows is a great way to enjoy the show, be mindful of the placement to minimize reflection and prevent potential harm to the birds. A sweet spot lies in finding a balance between proximity to the window for optimal viewing and distance that reduces the risk of collisions.
Balancing Sunlight, Trees, and Cover When it comes to placing your homemade bird feeder, consider positioning it in an area that receives moderate sunlight throughout the day. This will help prevent spoilage from excessive direct sunlight while still attracting birds to feed. A spot with some morning sun and afternoon shade can be ideal.
Additionally, placing your feeder near trees or shrubs provides a sense of security for birds, allowing them to quickly flee to safety if they feel threatened. However, avoid placing the feeder too close to structures, as this may attract unwanted visitors like squirrels. Aim for a distance of about 10 feet between the feeder and any nearby obstacles. For
those who enjoy watching birds from indoors, placing the feeder closer to the house can be a delight. Just remember to take steps to make windows more visible to birds, such as using decals or screens, to prevent accidental strikes. By thoughtfully selecting your feeder’s location, you’ll be able to appreciate the company of birds while ensuring their
safety and well-being. DIY Bird Feeder Maintenance: A Clean Feeder is a Happy Feeder The cleanliness of your bird feeder is more than just a matter of visual appeal; it’s crucial for the well-being and safety of the feathered visitors to your garden. By keeping the feeder clean, you prevent the spread of diseases among the birds, deter pests from
taking advantage of the food, and ensure that the sustenance remains fresh and attractive to its intended consumers. In this context, we’ll delve into the significance of cleaning, simple yet effective methods for maintenance, and strategies for tackling mold or spoiled food. Why Cleaning Feeders Is Crucial for Bird Health In the world of ornithology,
disease prevalence is a pressing concern that affects avian populations worldwide. One often-overlooked factor contributing to this issue are bird feeders, which can rapidly become hotbeds for bacterial, fungal, and yeast growth if not consistently cleaned. This proliferation of microorganisms can then spread among birds, posing significant health
risks to these creatures. Furthermore, unhygienic feeders also attract rodents and other undesirable pests, compromising both avian well-being and property security. Simple Cleaning Solutions and How Often to Clean Bird feeders require regular cleaning to prevent the buildup of bacteria, mold, and dirt. A thorough cleaning should be performed
every two weeks, or more frequently if you notice the feeder becoming dirty at a faster rate. To disinfect the feeder, mix one part bleach with nine parts water and use it to wipe down all surfaces. Be sure to thoroughly rinse the feeder to remove any bleach residue. For an even deeper clean, disassemble the feeder as much as possible and soak its
components in the cleaning solution. Use a brush to scrub away any stubborn residues, paying particular attention to areas where mold and dirt tend to accumulate, such as crevices and crevices. Dealing with Mold or Spoiling Food To effectively manage mold and maintain a healthy environment for your feathered friends, it’s crucial to adopt a
proactive approach. Start by ensuring the seeds remain dry within the feeder. If you reside in an area with high humidity or frequent rainfall, consider utilizing a feeder equipped with a drainage system or providing shelter from the elements. This simple step can significantly reduce the likelihood of mold growth. In addition to preventative measures,
it’s essential to address any instances of spoiled food promptly. Should you notice the seed mixture has gone bad or developed mold, take immediate action by disposing of the affected food and thoroughly cleaning the feeder using established methods. Once cleaned, allow the feeder to dry completely before replenishing it with fresh seeds. To
maintain a clean and healthy environment for your birds, make it a habit to inspect the feeder each time you refill it. Look out for signs of mold growth, dampness, or spoilage, and take prompt action to clean the feeder if necessary. By incorporating these straightforward cleaning routines into your daily routine, you can enjoy the beauty of birds in
your garden while ensuring their well-being. Beyond Seed: Other Food Sources for Birds Bird feeding is an enchanting pastime that fosters a sense of connection with nature while supporting the well-being of our avian companions. Yet, bird feeding transcends simply providing seeds. By introducing a range of sustenance options, you can entice a
broader spectrum of birds and cater to their evolving nutritional needs across different seasons. To this end, let’s delve into some innovative food alternatives and their associated benefits. Suet Cakes Birds require a significant amount of energy during winter months to maintain their body heat and overall well-being. Suet cakes, made from animal
fat, serve as an ideal high-energy food source for these feathered friends. Specifically, species like woodpeckers, nuthatches, and chickadees are attracted to suet cakes. However, it’s crucial to ensure the suet remains fresh to avoid rancidity. In warmer climates, consider opting for no-melt suet cakes that prevent spoilage, guaranteeing a safe and
nutritious feeding experience. Fruits A sweet treat for many birds can be found in fresh or dried fruits, which provide essential vitamins and a welcome change from their regular diet. While all sorts of birds may enjoy fruit offerings, some species are particularly drawn to this tasty snack, including orioles, tanagers, and robins. When offering fruits,
it’s important to prioritize safety by avoiding those with added sugars or preservatives. Additionally, make sure to replace any uneaten fruits to prevent them from attracting pests. Mealworms Mealworms are a prized protein source for birds, offering a concentrated boost during breeding season when their nutritional demands are highest. These tiny
insects, whether presented live or dried, can be a game-changer in attracting a variety of bird species to your yard. Some notable visitors include bluebirds, wrens, and thrushes, all of which relish the opportunity to feast on these protein-rich morsels. When offering mealworms, it’s essential to prioritize safety. Use feeders that prevent escapees from
scattering and ensure your supplier is reliable to minimize disease transmission risks. Nectar Attracting hummingbirds and certain types of orioles to your yard is as simple as offering them homemade or store-bought nectar. This sweet treat is a primary draw for hummingbirds, but it also has the potential to attract other birds that share their love for
nectar, such as orioles. When preparing homemade nectar, be sure to use a 4:1 water-to-sugar ratio and avoid adding any red dyes, which can have adverse effects on these birds. Additionally, regular cleaning of nectar feeders is crucial to prevent mold growth and ensure the health and safety of your visiting birds. Safety Considerations for Offering
Alternatives When it comes to attracting a variety of birds to your backyard, providing a range of foods is crucial for ensuring their overall health and well-being. However, it’s equally important to prioritize safety considerations to avoid any potential risks or hazards. To achieve this balance, consider the following key factors: Firstly, ensure that all
food sources are consistently fresh and free from mold or spoilage, as stale or rotten food can be detrimental to bird health. Secondly, strategically position feeders in safe locations, shielding them from predators and allowing birds to have an unobstructed view of their surroundings. This not only promotes a sense of security but also encourages
social interaction among the different species. Finally, maintain regular cleaning schedules for feeders and feeding areas to prevent the spread of diseases and maintain a hygienic environment for your feathered visitors. By incorporating these essential elements into your bird-friendly landscape, you’ll not only attract a diverse array of bird species
but also contribute to their overall health and well-being. Making a Bird-Friendly Yard Transforming your outdoor space into a haven for birds is a fulfilling way to appreciate nature while supporting their well-being. It’s about creating a thriving ecosystem that provides sustenance and shelter for our fine-feathered friends throughout the year. To
achieve this, let’s delve into the process of converting your yard into a bird-friendly oasis. Bird Feeders: Just the Beginning To truly create a haven for birds, it’s essential to consider the bigger picture beyond just installing bird feeders. The type of feeder you use and the food you offer can significantly impact which species visit your yard. Here are
some key takeaways: Position multiple feeders throughout your yard to provide a range of safe feeding areas that are sheltered from predators. Regularly clean your feeders to prevent the spread of disease among bird populations and ensure their health. Offer a diverse selection of food, including seeds, nuts, and suet, to attract a variety of bird
species. This will not only enhance the overall bird-watching experience but also contribute to a thriving ecosystem. The Power of Native Plants Native plants play a vital role in supporting local bird populations by providing sustenance, protection, and breeding grounds. Their unique adaptation to regional climate and soil conditions makes them more
manageable than non-native species. Moreover, native flora supports a diverse range of wildlife, including bees, butterflies, and birds. To create a haven for these creatures, consider the following strategies: Select native plants that yield seeds, nuts, berries, or nectar to ensure a constant food supply throughout the year. Create layered habitats by
planting tall trees alongside shorter ground covers, mimicking natural ecosystems and offering shelter and nesting sites. This multi-tiered approach will foster a thriving environment for local birdlife. Water Sources: A Vital Element A vital component of any bird-friendly yard is water sources, which not only serve as a source of drinking water but also
provide an opportunity for birds to bathe and cool down. While feeders can be effective in attracting birds, a simple birdbath can be just as enticing, especially if it’s equipped with moving water. To keep your birdbaths clean and free-flowing, make sure to regularly refill and clean them out. Consider installing a fountain or drip system to create the
illusion of running water, which many bird species find irresistible. Finally, consider placing water sources at different levels to cater to various bird species that may have differing preferences. By implementing these simple yet effective strategies, you can create a haven for birds in your very own backyard, ultimately contributing to their
conservation and enjoying the unique beauty and diversity of bird life all year round. DIY Bird Feeders: A Guide to Bringing Feathered Friends to Your Garden Crafting your own bird feeders offers a unique blend of creativity and connection with the natural world, making it an ideal DIY project for anyone looking to bring the outdoors in. Not only will
you be creating a functional and enjoyable way to attract birds to your backyard or balcony, but you'll also gain valuable insights into their behavior and habits. In this article, we’ll guide you through the process of building your own bird feeder and address common issues that may arise along the way. Troubleshooting Common Bird Feeder Problems
If you’'re struggling to attract visitors to your feeder, it’s likely because of a few key factors. Firstly, consider the location. Birds feel safest when they’re sheltered by vegetation or structures, so make sure your feeder is positioned in a way that offers them some protection from predators. At the same time, ensure it’s not too close to potential threats,
as this can deter birds from visiting altogether.Another important consideration is the variety of food you’re offering. Different species have distinct preferences when it comes to seeds, nuts, and fruits, so try mixing things up to attract a wider range of visitors. Just remember that it may take some time for the birds to adjust to the new food source, as
they can be creatures of habit.When it comes to dealing with squirrels, there are a few strategies you can employ. One option is to use baffles - these are smooth, slippery surfaces that squirrels find difficult to climb. You can place these above or below your feeder to keep the pesky critters at bay. Alternatively, you could try mixing some chili powder
into your birdseed. This won’t affect the birds, which can’t taste capsaicin, but will deter squirrels who find it unbearable. Finally, consider the location of your feeder in relation to jump-off points like trees or fences. Squirrels are incredibly agile and can leap long distances, so placing your feeder away from these potential launch pads can help keep
them at bay. Making Your Bird Feeder a Success To create an inviting atmosphere for birds, it’s essential to maintain good hygiene practices at your feeder. A simple yet effective approach is to clean the feeder every two weeks with soap and water, followed by a thorough drying process. This will help prevent the spread of diseases among bird
populations. Providing a reliable source of water can also attract more birds to your outdoor space. Just like humans, birds need access to water for drinking and bathing purposes. Consider installing a water bath or birdbath near your feeder to create an appealing environment for these feathered friends. Consistency is key when it comes to keeping
your feeder stocked. Aim to refill the feeder regularly to encourage birds to visit frequently and maintain a thriving community in your outdoor space. By addressing these fundamental issues, you’ll be well on your way to creating a bird-watching haven that’s teeming with activity. FAQS on Homemade DIY Bird Feeder Ideas Transforming your
outdoor space into a haven for feathered friends can be an engaging and satisfying DIY endeavor. To guide you through the process of crafting a bird-friendly sanctuary, here are some common inquiries that’ll help you set up a warm welcome for your avian visitors. What materials can I use to make a DIY bird feeder? When it comes to crafting a bird
feeder, creativity knows no bounds. You can draw inspiration from everyday objects and natural elements to create a unique feeding station. For instance, consider repurposing items like plastic bottles, milk cartons, tin cans, or even old dishes, cups, or wine bottles to give your feeder a personal touch. Alternatively, you can turn to nature for
materials like pine cones, logs, or bamboo to create a more rustic and organic design. If you're looking for a more durable option, wood scraps or untreated lumber can provide the perfect base for your bird feeder. How can I ensure my bird feeder is safe for birds? When it comes to creating a safe and welcoming environment for your feathered
friends, there are several key considerations to keep in mind. Firstly, ensure that any sharp edges or points on the bird feeder are either removed or covered to prevent accidental harm to the birds. Additionally, make sure the feeder is sturdy enough to support the weight of the birds and food without toppling over. Furthermore, opt for eco-friendly,
non-toxic paints or finishes when building or refinishing your bird feeder to minimize any potential negative impact on the environment. Finally, regular cleaning of the feeder is crucial to preventing the spread of diseases among the bird population. What type of food should I put in my bird feeder? When it comes to stocking your bird feeder, the type
of food you choose is crucial in determining which feathered friends will come to visit. A diverse selection can be achieved by incorporating a range of options into your feeder. For instance, black oil sunflower seeds are a popular choice among many bird species, including common visitors like cardinals and sparrows. Finches, on the other hand, tend
to prefer nyjer seeds, which provide them with the necessary energy to flit about their busy lives. Woodpeckers, nuthatches, and titmice often flock to suet, a high-energy food that’s rich in nutrients. Larger birds like blue jays and woodpeckers also enjoy peanuts or peanut butter, while ground-feeding birds like doves and sparrows tend to thrive on
mixed seed blends. By offering a variety of foods, you’ll be able to attract a broader range of bird species to your feeder. How do I keep squirrels away from my bird feeder? When it comes to keeping squirrels at bay, you’ll need to get creative. One effective approach is to modify your bird feeder design to be squirrel-proof or install a baffle on existing
feeders to prevent those bushy-tailed critters from getting their paws on the goods. Another tactic is to strategically place your feeder away from trees and structures that squirrels can use as jumping-off points. Alternatively, you could try offering alternative snacks that squirrels find less appealing, such as safflower seeds or nyjer seeds. If all else
fails, consider setting up a separate squirrel feeder to distract them from the real prize - your bird feeder. How often should I clean my bird feeder? To maintain a healthy bird feeding environment, it’s crucial to regularly clean your bird feeder. A good rule of thumb is to do so every two weeks to prevent the spread of diseases. If you notice any moldy
seeds or signs of illness in visiting birds, take immediate action to sanitize the feeder. To achieve this, mix one part bleach with nine parts water and thoroughly rinse the feeder. Ensure it’s completely dry before refilling to avoid any potential health risks. Can I make a bird feeder if I live in an apartment? Apartment living doesn’t mean you have to
miss out on the joy of birdwatching. In fact, there are many creative ways to create a bird-friendly space even without a backyard. Consider using window feeders, balcony rail feeders, or hanging feeders that can attach to outside walls. When selecting a feeder, make sure it’s placed in a spot where birds can safely access and where you can
comfortably observe them as they visit. What should I do if birds aren’t using my DIY bird feeder? When you’'re struggling to attract birds to your feeder, it’s likely due to one or more of the following factors. Firstly, ensure that the feeder is situated in a safe and accessible location, shielded from predators that might be lurking nearby. Don’t expect an
instant response, as it may take some time for the birds to discover the new food source. To maximize your chances of attracting a diverse range of species, try offering different types of food at your feeder. Additionally, maintain a clean and well-stocked feeder to keep the birds coming back for more. By taking these simple steps, you’ll be well on
your way to creating a bird-friendly habitat that supports local populations. 30 Homemade DIY Bird Feeder Ideas (How to Make Bird Feeders) Embark on a journey to create unique and functional bird feeding solutions with over 30 innovative homemade DIY bird feeder ideas. This extensive guide will walk you through the process of crafting bespoke
bird feeders, perfect for attracting and delighting your avian companions. How to Make a Recycled Bird Feeder image source Transform your home into a bird-friendly oasis by upcycling everyday materials into a cozy and secure bird feeder! With a few tin cans, a wooden spoon, some rope, and a dash of creativity, you can create a haven for birds to
visit and enjoy. Following Paige Hemmis’ step-by-step instructions, from preparing the cans to assembling the feeder, you’ll be able to craft a safe and inviting space that not only recycles but also adds a touch of natural charm to your outdoor space. For a comprehensive guide, head over to Hallmark Channel to get started on this easy and eco-
friendly project. Make a Bird Feeder Using Recycle Materials image source Create your own eco-friendly bird feeders with simple, effective designs that welcome a variety of bird species to your backyard. With step-by-step guidance from Instructables, crafting a homemade feeder has never been easier or more rewarding. Perfect for outdoor
enthusiasts and nature lovers alike, this DIY project is an excellent way to bring the beauty of wildlife right to your doorstep. Not only will you be attracting feathered friends, but also creating a durable feeder that can withstand the elements, making it a popular stopover for birds season after season. How to Build a Wood Bird Feeder image source
Transform your outdoor space into a haven for birdwatching by crafting a charming homemade bird feeder using basic woodworking tools. This DIY project is an excellent way to bond with family members, regardless of age, as it requires minimal expertise and can be completed in just one afternoon. The finished product not only serves as a
delightful addition to any garden but also makes a thoughtful gift for any occasion. Featuring a rustic rope hanger, the bird feeder’s design complements its purpose of attracting a variety of birds, creating a serene atmosphere that invites nature’s melodious visitors to linger. Secure the free plan today and start creating a warm welcome for feathered
friends. Creative Bird Feeder Using Fruit image source Immerse yourself in nature by creating a one-of-a-kind DIY fruit bird feeder with Ken Wingard’s expert guidance. This fun and straightforward project requires minimal materials - simply wood, dowels, wood glue, and paint. Start by crafting the frame and roof of your feeder using wooden pieces.
Next, drill precise holes to accommodate the dowels that will hold your fruit in place. Add a personal touch with a dash of paint to bring your creation to life. Not only is this project easy on the eyes, but it also invites colorful visitors to your garden. For a step-by-step guide, head over to the Hallmark Channel and get started on your nature-inspired
DIY adventure. Making a Bird Feeder Out of Scrap Wood image source Transforming scraps of wood into charming bird feeders can be a fun and creative way to attract more birds to your garden this season. By following Love & Renovations’ easy-to-follow tutorial, you'll learn how to turn unwanted wood into a cozy haven for birds. With minimal
effort and no time required, you’ll create a feeder that not only adds visual appeal to your outdoor space but also invites nature closer to home. This project is not only an eco-friendly way to recycle materials but also a great activity to bond with family members over. Get ready to elevate the charm of your garden and enjoy the delightful company of
birds as you embark on this simple, budget-friendly DIY adventure. Free Window Bird Feeder Plan image source Transform your window into a bird-watching haven by creating a customizable feeder that brings the beauty of nature right to your doorstep! This DIY guide will walk you through building a adaptable design that can be tailored to your
preferences, whether it’s increasing the feeding area or adding a personal touch. Securely attach it using suction cups for an unobstructed view of your feathered friends visiting your space. What’s more? This feeder is perfect for setting up a wireless camera, allowing you to enhance your bird-watching experience from the comfort of your own home.
Simply follow the easy steps outlined below, using materials like plywood, screws, and optional 3D-printed brackets. Get ready to happy craft and enjoy the thrill of birdwatching! Handmade Bird Feeder in a Coffee Mug image source Transform your morning coffee routine into an opportunity to nourish feathered friends with a creative DIY suet feeder
crafted from a repurposed thrifted coffee mug. This eco-friendly project, detailed at Sadie Seasongoods, is a delightful way to upcycle and show appreciation for nature. Start by selecting a clean ceramic mug, then mix rendered beef fat with birdseed to create the homemade suet filling. Insert perches for the birds to land on, and let it cool until set.
Hang your unique suet feeder outdoors, inviting birds to indulge in a stylish dining experience. This project is an excellent choice for upcycling enthusiasts and nature lovers alike, adding a charming touch to your garden or yard. How to Make Your Own Bird Feeder image source Transform your garden into a bird’s haven with these effortless DIY
bird feeder plans that anyone can follow. Discover how to create a warm welcome for our feathered friends by making a simple yet charming bird feeder. This straightforward project is outlined in easy-to-follow steps at Instructables, guiding you through the process of building a feeder that not only attracts birds but also adds a touch of whimsy to
your outdoor space. Embark on this enjoyable and fulfilling DIY adventure, promising thrilling birdwatching experiences right from the comfort of your own home. Perfect for nature enthusiasts and DIY aficionados alike, this tutorial serves as a gateway to a lush, vibrant sanctuary teeming with life. Hanging Teacup Bird Feeder in the Garden image
source Transform your garden into a haven for birds with a delightful DIY teacup bird feeder project. This upcycling endeavor is ideal for giving new life to mismatched or vintage teacups. With just a few basic materials, including the teacup and saucer, adhesive, and string, you can create a charming feeding station that will attract local wildlife. Not
only is this project a fun and creative way to spend time outdoors, but it also provides an opportunity to connect with nature and watch your feathered friends up close. For a comprehensive guide and more innovative ideas, visit Easy Peasy and Fun. Building a Cardinal Bird Feeder image source Create a DIY bird feeder with ease by using this step-by-
step guide from Family Handyman. This beginner-friendly project can be completed in a day for an affordable cost of $75 to $100, making it accessible to anyone looking to enjoy the beauty of birds throughout the year. With materials like cedar board, copper sheeting, and glass panes, you’ll build a sturdy feeder that not only supports local bird
populations but also provides endless entertainment in your own backyard. By crafting this functional yet enjoyable project, you’ll be contributing to the environment while creating a sense of accomplishment and enjoying the simple pleasures in life. Easy DIY Natural Bird Feeder for Beginners image source Transform your backyard into a vibrant
bird sanctuary by crafting a budget-friendly, DIY natural bird feeder that attracts melodious birds like Woodpeckers, Chickadees, Nuthatches, and Jays. With minimal tools and materials such as a log, screw, chain, and drill, you can create a haven for these feathered friends. Simply fill the feeder with peanut butter and watch as your garden comes
alive with a lively bird gathering. This engaging project is perfect for creative hands and nature enthusiasts alike, making it an easy and helpful guide to attracting birds to your outdoor space. Platform Bird Feeder From Repurposed Pot Lids image source Transforming thrift store finds into unique DIY creations is always exciting! This project takes
old pot lids and turns them into one-of-a-kind platform bird feeders that will add charm to any backyard. By combining creative thinking with basic hardware, you can create a sturdy, easy-to-clean feeder that’s perfect for small birds. Not only does this project offer a sustainable way to reuse materials, but it also provides a functional source of food
for your feathered friends. For a step-by-step guide on how to bring this clever idea to life, check out Sadie Seasongoods. Whether you’'re an avid bird watcher or looking for an eco-friendly craft, this platform bird feeder is sure to delight. Seed Mosaic Bird Feeder Using Cardboard image source Transform your backyard into a vibrant haven for
birdwatching by crafting easy DIY bird feeder ideas that are both fun and eco-friendly. Join in on the creative process with your little ones and follow a simple guide from Barley & Birch to create an engaging seed mosaic bird feeder. Not only will you be enjoying quality time together, but you’ll also be attracting a diverse range of bird species to your
outdoor space, making it a lively destination for both humans and birds alike.Unleash your creativity by repurposing everyday items like scrap cardboard and natural nut butter, turning them into unique bird feeder designs. As you work on this project, you’ll not only be teaching kids the importance of caring for our feathered friends but also fostering
hands-on learning and play. Wine Bottle Bird Feeder Building Plan image source Create a magical haven for birds in your outdoor space by crafting a one-of-a-kind wine bottle bird feeder with the help of Rogue Engineer’s free plans. Using readily available materials like cedar boards and an empty wine bottle, this DIY project is an excellent
opportunity to bring nature closer to home while adding a touch of whimsy to your backyard. Perfect for weekend warriors and nature enthusiasts alike, this charming bird feeder not only enhances your outdoor space but also provides a practical way to support local wildlife. Homemade Colorblock Bird Feeder image source Transform your outdoor
space into a vibrant haven for birds with Handmade Charlotte’s unique DIY color block bird feeders. This fun and creative project requires just a few simple materials, including acrylic paint, clear plastic tubes, and everyday household items. By following these easy-to-follow steps, you'll create a colorful addition to your garden that’s perfect for
attracting feathered friends. The best part? The weatherproof paint ensures your bird feeder stays bright and chip-free, even in the elements. So why wait? Start crafting today and watch your garden come alive with birds tomorrow! Large DIY Rustic Two Tier Bird Feeder image source Create a whimsical haven for feathered friends in the comfort of
your own backyard with a rustic two-tier bird feeder that’s as easy to build as it is charming. This DIY project combines functionality and visual appeal, requiring only basic tools and materials like untreated wood, a jigsaw, and a sander. The addition of a coconut husk seed bowl infuses the design with an eco-friendly touch, making it a unique focal
point in your garden. Whether you’re a craft aficionado or simply passionate about birds, this project guarantees to bring delight and serenity to your outdoor space. DIY Bird Feeder for Under $5 image source Welcome the vibrant beauty of Orioles into your garden by crafting a charming bird feeder that’s both functional and decorative. With spring
in full swing, create a haven for these stunning birds by building a homemade feeder using just a few simple materials like floral wire and fruit. This delightful DIY project is perfect for nature enthusiasts or as a thoughtful gift for Mother’s Day. For under $5, you can bring the joy of birdwatching to your outdoor space, filling it with the sweet songs
and vibrant colors of these magnificent creatures. Making Your Own Bird Feeder image source Unleash your creativity while nourishing the local bird population with a fun and easy DIY bird feeder project that’s perfect for kids. This hands-on activity lets children take center stage under adult supervision, cultivating their artistic side as they
transform pinecones into vibrant ‘flowers’ and assemble a delectable treat for their feathered friends. As you spend quality time together outdoors, you’ll be combating summer boredom with a delightful fusion of colors, textures, and excitement that culminates in the joyful sight of birds flocking to your homemade feeders. Modern DIY Scrap Wood
Bird Feeder image source Transform your outdoor space into a stylish haven for birds by creating a modern DIY bird feeder project inspired by 100things2do.ca. This unique endeavor utilizes scrap wood, perfect for upcycling and reducing waste. The free plans guide you through the process, eliminating guesswork and ensuring a harmonious balance
between form and function. With its sleek design, this wooden feeder not only attracts birds but also serves as a lively gathering spot. Designed specifically for DIY enthusiasts, the project requires attention to symmetry, resulting in a rewarding experience for both creator and bird visitors. Cute Bird Feeder From Recycled Materials image source
Transforming empty milk cartons into DIY bird feeders is a creative way to attract more birds to your backyard while bonding with family members of all ages. This simple and fun project can be enjoyed by kids and their accompanying adults or grandparents, making it an excellent activity for quality time together. To create this charming yard
decoration, simply select a paint color that suits your style and decorate the carton with craft or natural materials that align with your vision. The result will not only provide a delightful addition to your outdoor space but also serve as a vital food source for your feathered friends. For a comprehensive guide on upcycling materials to build your bird
feeder, visit Audubon’s website for step-by-step instructions. DIY Dollar Tree Bird Feeder image source Transform your yard into a haven for feathered friends by crafting a DIY bird feeder or bath using everyday items from Dollar Tree. The Shabby Tree’s step-by-step guide makes it easy to create a charming abode with simple materials like plastic
bowls, chip trays, and glass vases, all held together with durable E6000 glue. With a drill and some basic assembly skills, you can turn this $4 project into a delightful addition to your garden, bringing nature closer than ever. DIY Oriole Bird Feeder Using Oranges image source Create a haven for vibrant orioles in your garden by crafting a simple yet
effective homemade Oriole bird feeder using oranges and wire. This DIY project requires just a few basic materials, including medium-strength wire, wire cutters, a knife, and oranges. With a minimal amount of effort, you can create an inviting space that will attract these stunning birds to your outdoor area. By following this easy-to-follow guide,
you’ll be able to enjoy the delightful experience of watching orioles flock to your garden. Start today and turn your outdoor space into a favorite spot for these beautiful birds. Toilet Paper Tube Bird Feeder Craft image source Add a touch of creativity and eco-friendliness to your life by crafting a simple yet effective bird feeder using everyday items.
For beginners and nature enthusiasts alike, this DIY project is an excellent way to engage in a fun and rewarding activity that benefits our feathered friends. With minimal materials required - think toilet paper tubes, peanut butter, and birdseed - you’ll be amazed at how easy it is to create a functional bird feeder. The best part? It's a great way to get
kids involved and learning about the importance of conservation. Simply follow the step-by-step guide on Creative Jewish Mom for a stress-free and mess-free crafting experience that will leave you feeling fulfilled and connected with nature. Building Your Own Bird Feeder image source Transform your outdoor space into a haven for feathered friends
by creating a bird feeder using DIY instructions from Instructables. This accessible guide is ideal for anyone seeking to attract wildlife to their garden. With simple materials readily available at home, you’ll embark on an enjoyable project that fosters a sense of connection with nature. As the birds gather around your new feeder, you’ll be rewarded
with the joy of watching them thrive in their natural habitat. Unique DIY Acorn Bird Feeder image source To create an enchanting acorn bird feeder, follow this step-by-step guide designed for crafters of all skill levels. The process begins with gathering a few essential materials: 1/4” metal mesh, a round wooden bowl, sisal rope, small nails, and basic
tools. With these items in hand, you’ll be well on your way to crafting a functional and visually appealing feeder that will attract local birds to your backyard or serve as a unique gift for friends and family. As the winter months approach, this charming acorn bird feeder will become a popular gathering spot for feathered friends seeking sustenance and
shelter. Simple Backyard Bird Feeder Ideas image source Transform everyday objects into functional and eco-friendly bird feeders that not only delight your creative side but also support local wildlife conservation. The Daniel Boone Regional Library’s DIY guide will walk you through a simple, step-by-step process to repurpose a cardboard tube into a
charming bird feeder using minimal household supplies. This fun and accessible project is perfect for nature enthusiasts of all ages, allowing you to connect with the natural world right in your own backyard. As an added bonus, discover educational resources on fascinating bird books, learn bird calls, and engage in this enjoyable activity while
making progress towards your Summer Reading goals. Cool Bird Feeder House With 1 Board image source Create a captivating bird feeder using just a single board through an effortless DIY process. By following the step-by-step tutorial on YouTube, you can bring this charming project to life and enhance your garden’s ambiance. This endeavor is
ideal for adding a harmonious element to your outdoor space, attracting a diverse range of birds, and fostering a sense of connection with nature. Crafted from durable cedar, this bird feeder is designed to withstand the elements, providing a stylish retreat for your feathered friends. PVC Pipe Dove Feeder Design image source Crafting a simple yet
effective DIY bird feeder using PVC pipe is a great way to bring some wildlife hospitality into your garden. With straightforward instructions from Ideas Therapy, you can create this practical project that not only feeds the birds but also adds an interesting element to your outdoor space. This manageable DIY endeavour offers big rewards for even the
most novice DIY enthusiasts, making it perfect for anyone looking to get creative and make a positive impact on their surroundings. DIY Bird Feeding Station at Home image source Transform your garden into a bird lover’s paradise by crafting unique, homemade bird feeder ideas that will attract these beautiful creatures. To create a DIY bird feeding
station, simply follow this step-by-step guide. You’ll need a few basic materials, including a 16 mm spade drill bit, 100 grit sandpaper, some nails, and paint. Once you’'ve assembled the structure, decorate it to your heart’s content and seal with a UV-resistant coating. To make it an irresistible treat for your feathered visitors, be sure to stock up on
peanut butter and birdseed mix. Place your station in a shaded area and get ready to enjoy the company of these delightful birds. This fun and accessible project is perfect for crafty individuals of all skill levels. DIY Bird Feeder With Details Instructions image source Discover the joy of crafting easy homemade bird feeders that can be enjoyed by bird
enthusiasts of all levels. By repurposing everyday materials and following a simple DIY guide, you can create a unique and functional feeding station for your garden. With a focus on sustainability and weather-resistance, this project is perfect for those looking to bring nature closer to home. The accompanying video tutorial provides step-by-step
instructions on cleaning and preparing containers, cutting feeding holes, and assembling the feeder with proper drainage. Conclusion: As the conclusion to our comprehensive guide on 30 homemade DIY bird feeder ideas, it’s undeniable that creating your own bird feeder is a fulfilling experience that not only supports local avian populations but also
fosters a deeper connection with nature. By embracing creative upcycling and incorporating practical considerations for durability and aesthetic appeal, crafting a bird feeder can be an accessible, enjoyable, and impactful endeavor. With our step-by-step guide and expert tips, you’ll be well-equipped to create a thriving haven for birds in your own
backyard, serving as a welcoming refuge that’s both functional and visually appealing. Turn your woodworking hobby into a profitable, $7000/month business:==>> Get A Cardinal Bird Feeder Plans Here->> Welcome back to another episode of Withjack Workshops! Today I'm going to be showing you how to make a gravity fed self-filling ... More
videos about A Cardinal Bird Feeder: This week I made a bird feeder since a lot of birds are returning back home. I used 1x8 and 1x10 pine for this project and make sure ... Watch LIVE 24/7 with highlights and viewing resources at The Panama Fruit Feeder Cam is ... DON'T MISS THE UPDATE AT THE END!! Made from copper and glass, this diy
bird feeder is squirrel proof! It allows birds to enter to ... Building a bird feeder with my dad and son - it was my first real woodworking project with my son! Made from cedar fence pickets. I ... I realized that I was literally throwing money on the ground by putting out bird seed that was mostly going to waste, sitting on the ... How to build a bird table
with a 2 cent copper roof. The video shows the build process of bird house. It has a two cent coin roof with ... Birdman Mel tells you how to attract Cardinals to your backyard. Subscribe for updates at . For best ... you can do it yourself! detail instructionsBird. funwithwoodworking. fun with woodworking. bird house kits. ... I created this video with the
YouTube Video Editor ( ... These are couple bird houses I made for Christian and Jayelee from a hollow junk of juniper firewood. RUSTIC and birds love them. ... in this video, we show you how to make a wine bottle bird feeder.... www.mybirdfeeder.org "bird feeders" "bird feeder" "hopper style bird feeders" Hopper design bird feeders are, normally,
the first kind ... In this video I will show you how easy it is to make a Bird Feeder out of a log while using a band saw.... Get $20 off your first littleBits kit Use promo code: WOODWORKING Full tutorial and free plans == ... If you want to attract big birds you need a big feeder and big to do it. Our feeder is appx 24 x 24 and it has no wires for birds
to catch ... How to Choose a Bird Feeder There are many different styles of bird feeders available and when deciding on what type to buy it's ... This is Karlie Flamingo Bird house to hang Tjorn kit. Ready for use, you need Just screwdriver to complete build this Bird feeder. ... Here's a saloon-style bird feeder that is sure to attract attention from all the
night owls out there. It's made from two inexpensive 6-foot ... Purchase Product At: Delightful day or night, this Cardinal Solar ... Here's a saloon-style bird feeder that is sure to attract attention from all the night owls out there. It's made from two inexpensive 6-foot ... If you want to attract big birds you need a big feeder and big to do it. Our feeder is
appx 24 x 24 and it has no wires for birds to catch ... This is a basic bird feeder. I make a new one every few years as birds, squirrels, weather and time take their toll. It's a fun project for ... Learn how to build this simple bird feeder. Download the FREE PLAN by subscribing here This is a great ... All of the feeders and feed mixes featured in this
video can be found on . Have you ever wanted to ... How to build a Bird Table using one 2x4 Timber and a few scraps of plywood. I've added two pot plant boxes and bird boxes in the ... Male Cardinal defends bird feeder from several Yellow Finches.... How to make a window mounted wild bird feeder. Well how I made one out of some bits and scrap
wood ;-)... It has worked so well I had to share the footage I've collected!! There's a few things I've changed to make it even better, but the ... If you want hours of quiet entertainment, build yourself a bird feeder, fill it with seeds, then watch the feathery fliers swarm. A great ... After our old birdfeeder started to fall apart. It was time to build a new
one. The original plan was to build the wooden structure, apply ... In this tutorial you will learn how to make a simple and easy soda bottle bird feeder for wild and pet birds at home. Best bird feeder ... How to make a Window Mounted Bird Feeder You can make this for any window that has a gap where the upper window comes ... If you are planning
on giving someone a birdfeeder, why not make it yourself and make your gift extra special? I like the idea of ... Made from copper and glass, this diy bird feeder is squirrel proof! It allows birds to enter to get to the bird seed but prevents squirrel ... Mother Cardinals have the most difficult easy job imaginable: not only to feed her babies but to be alert
every moment. Predators ... All you need is a plastic bowl and plate and a threaded rod to build a weatherproof birdfeeder for the garden or balcony. Do it ... How to make a bird feeder out of a tin can. Nice way to recycle a food can and turn it into something useful. Fill it with seed and ... The title says it all...... My gazebo sunflower seed bird feeder
served as the perfect feeding station, making this feeding frenzy a birdwatchers' delight. ... Download A Cardinal Bird Feeder Plans, Blueprints & Templates HERE==>> [footer] Cardinals are one of the most beautiful and beloved birds in North America, with their vibrant red plumage and sweet singing voices. Many bird enthusiasts enjoy attracting
cardinals to their yards by providing them with food, water, and shelter. One popular way to attract cardinals is by setting up homemade bird feeders specifically designed to cater to their needs. Homemade bird feeders for cardinals can be a fun and rewarding project for pet owners who want to create a welcoming environment for these stunning
birds. By using simple materials and following a few easy steps, you can create a feeder that will not only attract cardinals but also other songbirds to your backyard. In this article, we will explore the world of homemade bird feeders for cardinals and discuss some interesting trends related to this topic as it relates to pets. Trend 1: DIY Bird Feeding is
on the Rise With more people spending time at home and looking for ways to connect with nature, DIY bird feeding has seen a significant increase in popularity. Many pet owners are turning to homemade bird feeders as a way to attract birds to their yards and provide them with a source of food. This trend is not only cost-effective but also allows pet
owners to get creative and customize their feeders to suit the needs of specific bird species, such as cardinals. Trend 2: Eco-Friendly Feeders are in Demand As more people become environmentally conscious, there is a growing demand for eco-friendly bird feeders that are made from sustainable materials. Pet owners are looking for ways to attract
birds to their yards without harming the environment, and homemade feeders made from recycled materials are a popular choice. By repurposing items such as milk jugs, tin cans, and wood scraps, pet owners can create feeders that are both functional and eco-friendly. Trend 3: Social Media Influences Feeder Designs Social media platforms such as
Pinterest and Instagram have played a significant role in influencing the design of homemade bird feeders. Pet owners are constantly sharing photos and videos of their feeders online, inspiring others to get creative and try new designs. From intricate wooden feeders to simple hanging baskets filled with seeds, social media has become a hub of
inspiration for DIY bird feeding enthusiasts. Trend 4: Personalized Feeders are a Hit Pet owners are increasingly looking for ways to personalize their bird feeders and make them stand out in their yards. Whether it's adding a splash of color, painting a unique design, or incorporating decorative elements, personalized feeders are a hit among bird
enthusiasts. By adding a personal touch to their feeders, pet owners can create a welcoming space for cardinals and other birds to enjoy. Trend 5: Upcycled Materials are Popular Using upcycled materials to create bird feeders has become a popular trend among pet owners who want to reduce waste and give new life to old items. From repurposing
glass jars and plastic bottles to transforming old furniture into feeding stations, upcycled feeders are not only environmentally friendly but also add a touch of charm to any backyard. By thinking outside the box and getting creative with materials, pet owners can create unique feeders that are sure to attract cardinals and other birds. Trend 6: Natural
and Organic Feeder Designs With a growing interest in natural and organic products, pet owners are turning to homemade bird feeders that incorporate these principles. By using natural materials such as wood, bamboo, and hemp, pet owners can create feeders that blend seamlessly with their outdoor environment. Organic seeds and nuts are also
popular choices for filling feeders, as they provide birds with a healthy and nutritious source of food. By embracing natural and organic design elements, pet owners can create a harmonious space for cardinals and other birds to thrive. Trend 7: Interactive Feeders for Enrichment Pet owners are increasingly looking for ways to engage and interact
with their feathered friends, and interactive feeders are a popular choice for providing enrichment. By incorporating elements such as perches, swings, and puzzles into their feeders, pet owners can create a stimulating environment for cardinals and other birds. Interactive feeders not only provide birds with a source of food but also encourage
physical activity and mental stimulation, promoting overall health and well-being. Quotes from Professionals in the Field: 1. “Homemade bird feeders are a great way to attract cardinals to your yard and provide them with a safe and reliable food source. By using simple materials and following a few easy steps, you can create a feeder that will bring
joy to both you and your feathered friends.” - Bird Feeding Expert 2. “Eco-friendly feeders made from recycled materials are a fantastic choice for pet owners who want to attract birds to their yards without harming the environment. By repurposing items such as milk jugs and tin cans, you can create a feeder that is both functional and sustainable.” -
Wildlife Conservationist 3. “Social media has had a significant impact on the design of homemade bird feeders, inspiring pet owners to get creative and try new ideas. By sharing photos and videos of their feeders online, bird enthusiasts are spreading the joy of DIY bird feeding to a wider audience.” - Environmental Educator 4. “Personalized feeders
are a wonderful way to add a personal touch to your backyard and create a welcoming space for cardinals and other birds. By adding decorative elements and customizing your feeder, you can make it a focal point of your outdoor space.” - Avian Behavior Specialist Common Concerns and Answers: 1. Will homemade bird feeders attract pests?
Homemade bird feeders can attract pests such as squirrels and raccoons, but there are ways to deter them. Placing feeders away from trees and buildings, using baffles and guards, and providing only small amounts of food at a time can help prevent unwanted visitors. 2. What types of food should I put in my homemade feeder? Cardinals are seed-
eating birds, so they prefer sunflower seeds, safflower seeds, and cracked corn. Avoid using mixed birdseed blends that contain filler ingredients, as cardinals may not eat them. 3. How often should I clean my homemade feeder? It is important to regularly clean your feeder to prevent the buildup of mold, bacteria, and parasites. Clean your feeder
with a mild soap and water solution at least once a month, or more frequently if it becomes dirty. 4. Will homemade feeders withstand the elements? Homemade feeders made from durable materials such as wood, metal, and plastic should be able to withstand the elements. However, it is important to regularly inspect your feeder for signs of wear
and tear and make any necessary repairs or replacements. 5. Are there any safety concerns with homemade feeders? Pet owners should avoid using toxic materials such as lead-based paint or treated wood in their homemade feeders, as these can be harmful to birds. It is also important to ensure that feeders are securely fastened and positioned to
prevent accidents. 6. How can I make my homemade feeder squirrel-proof? To make your homemade feeder squirrel-proof, consider using baffles, guards, and weight-activated mechanisms to deter squirrels. Placing the feeder on a pole or hanging it from a tree branch can also help prevent squirrels from accessing the food. 7. Can homemade feeders
attract other bird species? Homemade feeders designed for cardinals can also attract other bird species such as finches, sparrows, and chickadees. By using a variety of seeds and nuts, pet owners can create a diverse feeding station that will appeal to a wide range of birds. 8. Will homemade feeders disrupt the natural feeding behaviors of birds?
Homemade feeders should not disrupt the natural feeding behaviors of birds if they are positioned in a safe and suitable location. By providing a consistent source of food, pet owners can help supplement the diets of birds without causing dependency. 9. How can I prevent bird collisions with my homemade feeder? To prevent bird collisions with your
feeder, consider placing it near windows with decals or screens to break up reflections. Positioning the feeder in a shaded area or adding hanging decorations can also help birds detect and avoid obstacles. 10. Are there any legal restrictions on homemade feeders? Pet owners should be aware of any local regulations or restrictions on feeding wildlife,
as some areas may prohibit the use of feeders due to concerns about disease transmission or attracting predators. It is important to research and comply with any applicable laws before setting up a feeder. 11. What time of year is best to set up a homemade feeder for cardinals? Cardinals are year-round residents in many regions, so setting up a
feeder in the fall or winter can help attract them during the colder months when food sources may be scarce. However, feeders can be enjoyed by cardinals and other birds throughout the year. 12. How can I monitor bird activity at my homemade feeder? Pet owners can monitor bird activity at their feeder by keeping a journal or log of bird sightings,
taking photos or videos of visiting birds, and participating in citizen science programs such as Project FeederWatch. Observing bird behavior can provide valuable insights into the habits and preferences of different species. 13. Can homemade feeders help birds during migration? Homemade feeders can provide a valuable food source for birds during
migration, helping them replenish their energy stores as they travel long distances. By offering high-energy foods such as sunflower seeds and suet, pet owners can support migrating birds on their journey. 14. How can I attract more cardinals to my homemade feeder? To attract more cardinals to your homemade feeder, consider planting native trees
and shrubs that provide food and shelter for birds. Providing a reliable source of fresh water, offering a variety of seeds and nuts, and creating a safe and inviting environment can also help attract cardinals and keep them coming back. In conclusion, homemade bird feeders for cardinals are a fun and rewarding way for pet owners to connect with
nature and provide a valuable resource for these beautiful birds. By following some simple tips and getting creative with materials, pet owners can create feeders that not only attract cardinals but also other songbirds to their yards. With a little time and effort, you can create a welcoming space for cardinals to enjoy and bring joy to your outdoor
space. So why not try your hand at making a homemade bird feeder for cardinals today and see the beauty of nature come to life in your own backyard? It’s a common question asked by both experienced and beginner bird watchers. But why? Well, I think it’s because the Northern Cardinal is one of the most stunning birds around. It’s arguably the
most popular bird native to North America. And personally, cardinals have a VERY IMPORTANT role at our house. They are my daughter’s favorite type of bird! (See video below) #1. Absolute II Cardinal Bird Feeder This is one of the best overall feeders in my backyard! Northern Cardinals feed on it daily and love landing on the perches to get some
food. COMPARE PRICES! Amazon | JCS Wildlife - Save 10% using code “BWHQ” at checkout! Positives: This large hopper bird feeder is the centerpiece of my backyard feeding area. It is where I put my general bird seed mix (sunflower, peanut pieces, safflower, and white millet) designed to attract as many species as possible, in addition to Northern
Cardinals. It holds a lot of seeds, up to 12 pounds (5.5 kg) if filled to the top! Cardinals were feeding on this feeder within the first HOUR of hanging it up. Watch the video below from my backyard to see Northern Cardinals feeding on the Absolute II! Very sturdy - the body is made of steel and should last a long time. There is also no chance that
squirrels or raccoons will be able to chew through it. *I have owned my Absolute II for almost five years, and it’s still going strong.* My Absolute II is hanging freely but can also be mounted to a pole. However, use a heavy-duty one because the feeder is heavy when full of seed! It’s super easy to refill. The top lid unlatches easily to open. The seed is
well protected from the rain. I have had no problems with mold or seed clumping due to moisture or dampness. #2. Woodlink Domed Feeder View Today's Price Positives: The dome over the feeding tray helps to keep rain and snow off the seed. This cardinal feeder is constructed of sturdy and durable polycarbonate plastic. It is very tough, sturdy, and
resistant to cracking or breaking. No worries if this accidentally falls to the ground. Negatives: Since it is made from clear plastic, this cardinal bird feeder is not the most decorative or aesthetically pleasing in my yard. However, this is not something that I care about because it works well and attracts cardinals. The plastic tray doesn’t hold much
food. I have to refill this feeder daily. #3. Woodlink 3-in-1 Platform Feeder View Today's Price Did you know that Northern Cardinals LOVE feeding on the ground? Because of this fact, I recommend giving them a place to eat below your feeders. I use a wooden tray feeder, and it is one of the best feeders for Northern Cardinals that I own! Check out
the LIVE view of my tray feeder for a chance to see a cardinal right now. Positives: This is an excellent, multi-purpose tray feeder and a favorite for cardinals. Just spread their favorite foods, like sunflower seeds, on top! I usually put treats and food on the tray for other birds, such as whole peanuts, corn kernels, fruit, and mealworms. It’s solid and
well constructed - made from cedar and screwed together well. Of course, you can buy much cheaper platform feeders, but you typically “ALWAYS get what you pay for!” The metal screen bottom provides excellent drainage. Your birdseed and food will never be soaked in water. The tray can be used in three ways. It can be placed on the ground,
hung with a wire, or mounted to a pole. I have this feeder sitting on the ground underneath my feeders, as you can see in the video above. I also have it mounted to my feeder pole to give birds a large area to feed! The metal screen bottom is removable and slides right out. This makes the feeder very easy to clean! It’s big and can hold lots of birds at
one time. (16.4 x 13.2 x 2.4 inches or 41.6 x 33.6 x 6.0 cm) #4. Woodlink Hopper Bird Feeder View Cost - Amazon This simple, open design allows many cardinals to feed comfortably at once and from both sides. The bird feeder is easy to refill thanks to the hinged roof. It holds about 5.5 lbs (2.5 kg) of seed. It’'s made of 90% recycled plastic and will
never rot or fall apart. The feeder has a mesh screen bottom that provides excellent drainage. It’s not flashy, but it works, which is why it’s one of the best cardinal bird feeders available! #5. Brome Squirrel Buster Plus COMPARE PRICES! Amazon | JCS Wildlife - Save 10% using code BWHQ at checkout! The Brome Squirrel Buster Plus is one of the
BEST bird feeders for cardinals that DOESN'T let squirrels eat! It's weight-sensitive, allowing Northern Cardinals to feed, but it instantly closes with the weight of a squirrel. It features six seed ports, holds about 5 lbs (2.3 kg) of seed, and has one continuous perch around the entire base. Another thing that I like is that you can adjust the feeding
ports to different weight sensitivities. This feature comes in handy if flocks of European Starlings or other large birds are taking over your feeding station. If too many of these birds land on the perch, it will close access to the food inside. Here’s a great video of the Squirrel Buster Plus in action! #6. Netvue Birdfy Feeder Camera View Today's Price! |
Use Coupon Code “BWHQ850” to save 10%! Have you ever wanted to put a camera next to your feeders to watch your cardinals up close? Well, by using this bird feeder, this has never been easier! Netvue was the first company to manufacture an “out of the box” bird feeder with a camera built into the design! The camera is 1080p, giving incredibly
clear video and pictures of the visiting birds! RELATED: The 6 BEST Bird Feeder Cameras! (+LIVE streaming options) What’s neat about the Birdfy Feeder Camera is that you can watch Northern Cardinals from your phone! The app makes it easy to record or capture interesting moments that can be shared quickly and easily. Also, please note that
the bird feeder must be close enough to your house to connect to your Wifi to work. #7. Aspects Tube Feeder View $ on Amazon In general, tube feeders are not ideal for Northern Cardinals. They typically have difficulty turning their heads to reach the food while sitting on the perches. But, you can make one minor adjustment to a tube feeder to
make it effective for attracting cardinals. To transform this tube feeder into one that cardinals and other larger birds will use, you must buy a tray that attaches securely at the bottom. 12-inch tray - Compatible with the Aspects hanging tube feeder featured above. Here is a video clip of my bird feeding station. You can see a cardinal feeding from the
tray of the tube feeder in the back. Northern Cardinals enjoy landing and finding all the sunflower seeds spilled from the feeding ports above. Whenever I fill up this tube feeder, I throw a handful of food directly on the tray so my cardinals have something to eat immediately. Between the six feeding ports and attached tray, this feeder is not only great
for cardinals but, in general, is one of my favorite bird feeders and attracts a wide variety of species. RELATED: The 15 Best Bird Feeders I'm Using in MY Backyard! Lastly, it’s incredibly strong, durable, and holds a lot of bird food. Highly recommended! #8. Acrylic WINDOW Bird Feeder View Today's Price - Use code “BWHQ” to SAVE 10%! Putting
a window bird feeder outside our kitchen was one of my best decisions. My kids love watching cardinals up close, and anyone who visits is immediately attracted to the back windows to see the action. If I am quiet, I can easily get next to the window to observe each bird’s beautiful plumage or feeding habits. This window bird feeder consistently has
birds feeding on it and works as advertised. A removable tray sits inside the plastic housing that suctions to your window, making it easy to refill the seed and clean. And don’t worry. The FOUR suction cups do a great job of keeping the feeder attached. I have NEVER had it fall from my window. If you have never used a window bird feeder before,
PLEASE BE PATIENT! It can take the birds, especially Northern Cardinals, a while to find the new location and feel comfortable enough coming that close to your home. You can see the bird feeders I'm using to attract Northern Cardinals RIGHT NOW. Press PLAY below and watch the LIVE camera that streams my feeding station! Depending on the
season or the birds’ preference, I'm always rotating feeders, so you never know which of my favorites you will see. Learn more about my TWO live animal cams HERE! Conclusion - The Best Bird Feeders for Cardinals Having your backyard bird feeders full of beautiful red Northern Cardinals should not be too complicated. Just follow the
recommendations in this article: 1. Choose a proven cardinal bird feeder. 2. Use food that cardinals can’t resist: Sunflower, safflower, cracked corn, and peanuts. What bird feeder do Northern Cardinals like best at your home? Please leave a COMMENT below.



