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Version	1.0|Last	updated	14th	July	2021	The	Treaty	of	Versailles	was	the	first	peace	treaty	that	the	victorious	powers	signed	with	a	former	adversary.	The	treaty	with	Germany	was	the	most	important	treaty	for	the	Allied	and	Associated	Powers,	and	served	as	a	blueprint	for	subsequent	agreements	with	Austria,	Hungary,	Bulgaria	and	Turkey.	When
French	President	Raymond	Poincar	(1860-1934)	opened	the	Paris	Peace	Conference	on	18	January	1919,	he	recalled	in	his	speech	that	it	was	precisely	on	this	day	in	1871	that	the	German	Empire	had	been	proclaimed	in	the	Hall	of	Mirrors	at	the	Palace	of	Versailles,	and	that	this	empire	then	soon	became	the	first	to	rob	France	of	two	provinces.	For
Poincar,	the	empire	had	been	rotten	from	its	very	beginnings	and	carried	within	it	the	seed	of	death	due	to	the	error	of	its	founders;	born	in	injustice,	it	was	now	lost	in	disgrace.	Although	the	Paris	Peace	Conference	did	not	begin	on	that	day	intentionally	(the	Italian	delegates	had	arrived	late),	the	date	offered	the	opportunity	to	accuse	and	humiliate
the	absent	Germans.	Convinced	of	the	German	Empires	responsibility	for	the	war,	those	representing	the	victorious	states	refused	to	negotiate	with	the	Germans	in	person.	The	Allies	and	Associated	Powers	were	deeply	convinced	of	German	guilt	in	and	of	the	war.	They	feared	that	talks	with	the	defeated	might	suggest	that	the	question	of	guilt	had
not	yet	been	finally	settled.	In	addition,	however,	they	feared	the	force	of	opposing	arguments	on	individual	delegates.	The	fear	that	the	victors	camp	could	be	divided	was	great	and	as	it	turned	out	quite	realistic.	The	conviction	of	German	guilt	created	a	narrow	and	fragile	bond	that	held	the	victorious	powers	together	in	spite	of	all	their	conflicting
interests.	The	German	delegation	was	only	invited	to	Paris	at	the	end	of	April,	and	the	draft	treaty	was	handed	over	on	7	May.	The	victorious	powers	still	refused	to	enter	into	direct	negotiations	with	the	German	delegates,	and	therefore	an	intensive	exchange	of	written	notes	ensued.	These	only	lead	to	minimal	changes.However,	the	speech	given	by
German	Foreign	Minister	Ulrich	von	Brockdorff-Rantzau	(1869-1928)	at	the	handover	of	the	treaty	on	7	May	1919	caused	indignation	among	the	victorious	powers	and	led	them	to	formulating	Germanys	war	guilt	even	more	sharply.	The	German	National	Assembly	only	unconditionally	approved	the	signing	of	the	treaty	shortly	before	the	ultimatum
would	have	expired.	The	government	had	resigned	in	the	preceding	discussion,	and	Brockdorff-Rantzau	also	felt	unable	to	sign	the	treaty.	Therefore,	on	28	June	1919,	Foreign	Minister	Hermann	Mller	(1876-1931)	(SPD)	and	Transport	Minister	Johannes	Bell	(1868-1949)	(Centre	Party)	signed	the	treaty,	which	contained	440	articles	in	fifteen	parts.
The	treaty	was	ratified	by	the	National	Assembly	on	9	July	1919,	published	in	three	languages	in	the	Reichsgesetzblatt	on	16	July	1919,	and	came	into	force	on	10	January	1920,	after	it	had	been	ratified	by	France,	Great	Britain	and	Italy.The	Text	of	the	TreatyInitiated	primarily	by	the	American	President	Woodrow	Wilson	(1856-1924),	the	League	of
Nations	covenant	in	part	1	of	the	treaty	was	particularly	ground-breaking.	Wilsons	hope	was	that	conflicts	would	be	resolved	peacefully	in	the	future,	and	he	firmly	believed	that	the	League	of	Nations	would	be	able	to	address	any	possible	shortcomings	of	the	peace	treaty.	The	defeated	nations	were	not	immediately	members	of	the	League	of	Nations,
even	though	its	covenant	was	part	of	the	peace	treaties.	The	League	of	Nations	formally	came	into	being	on	10	January	1920	and	was	dissolved	on	19	April	1946,	one	year	after	the	founding	of	the	United	Nations.	Its	aim	was	primarily	to	use	collective	means	to	preserve	the	territorial	integrity	and	political	independence	of	a	state	against	external
aggression	(article	10).	Members	of	the	league	committed	themselves	to	the	full	and	frank	exchange	of	all	information	on	the	scale	of	their	armaments,	their	military,	naval,	and	air	programmes,	as	well	as	of	their	war	industry	(article	8).Part	13	was	also	unusual	for	a	peace	treaty,	since	it	reflected	the	desire	to	create	a	better	and	fairer	world.	Its
opening	sentence	argues	that	such	peace	can	be	established	only	if	it	is	based	upon	social	justice.	Justice	should	be	achieved	by,	among	other	things,	regulating	hours	of	work,	establishing	a	maximum	working	day	and	week,	and	protecting	workers,	children,	young	people	and	women.	The	partners	to	the	treaty	created	the	International	Labour
Organization	(ILO),	which	still	exists	today,	with	Germany	being	allowed	to	join	immediately.Parts	2	and	3	(Germanys	boundaries	and	political	clauses	for	Europe)	were	particularly	controversial	in	Germany.	They	determined	the	areas	that	Germany	had	to	cede	(Alsace-Lorraine,	Eupen-Malmedy),	possibly	temporarily	(Saar	area)	or	after	a	referendum
(Schleswig,	Upper	Silesia,	small	parts	of	East	and	West	Prussia).	All	in	all,	Germany	lost	one	eighth	of	its	national	territory	and	thus	one	tenth	of	its	population	(some	of	non-German	nationality),	15	percent	of	its	agricultural	production	(grain),	50	percent	of	its	iron	ore	supply,	and	25	percent	of	its	hard	coal	production.	Part	2	prohibited	Germany	and
Austria	from	merging	however,	the	League	of	Nations	could	have	revised	this	decision	at	the	request	of	both	states.	The	borders	of	states	newly	established	or	re-established	(Czechoslovak	Republic,	Poland)	in	part	3	led	to	competing	territorial	claims	and	some	bloody	battles	in	the	years	to	come.In	part	4,	Germany	relinquished	its	colonies,	with
fierce	arguments	breaking	out	as	to	whether	they	should	remain	in	the	camp	of	the	victors.	It	was	finally	agreed	to	subordinate	the	colonies	(including	Togo,	Cameroon,	Namibia,	Tanzania,	Burundi	and	Rwanda)	as	a	mandate	of	the	interested	powers	for	a	long	period	of	time	and	formally	under	the	supervision	of	the	League	of	Nations.	The	right	of
self-determination	propagated	in	Wilsons	fourteen	points	was	not	considered.	In	the	long	term,	however,	the	mandate	system	represented	an	important	stage	on	the	road	to	decolonization.Part	5	limited	the	total	strength	of	the	army	to	100,000	men	(including	4,000	officers).	The	import	of	weapons	and	armoured	cars	was	banned,	as	was	the
production	and	import	of	poisonous	gases.	General	conscription	was	also	abolished.	The	number	of	training	schools	for	officers	was	limited.	Warriors,	marksmens,	sports,	or	hiking	clubs	were	not	allowed	to	engage	in	military	matters.	The	German	Reich	was	only	allowed	to	own	six	ships	of	the	line,	six	small	cruisers,	twelve	destroyers	and	twelve
torpedo	boats;	submarines	were	forbidden.	The	Kriegsmarine	was	not	allowed	to	exceed	15,000	men,	including	a	maximum	of	1,500	officers	and	deck	officers.	Germany	was	only	allowed	to	maintain	100	seaplanes	or	flying	boats.	The	personnel	including	officers	was	limited	to	1,000	men.	Germany	was	not	allowed	to	maintain	an	air	force.These
regulations	were	clearly	aimed	at	ensuring	that	Germany	could	no	longer	wage	a	war	of	aggression	in	the	future.	At	the	same	time,	though,	it	should	be	able	without	relying	on	the	support	of	the	victorious	powers	to	use	the	army	internally	against	insurrections	and	to	protect	its	borders.The	penalties	specified	in	part	7	were	also	viewed	with	horror	by
the	German	population.	Article	227	stated	that	Wilhelm	II,	German	Emperor	(1859-1941)	was	to	be	brought	before	a	tribunal	yet	to	be	constituted.	It	had	not	been	customary	up	until	then	for	members	of	a	state	to	be	held	personally	responsible	for	war	crimes.	On	the	contrary:	in	modern	times,	it	was	considered	the	right	of	the	head	of	state	to	wage
war.	Taking	up	arms	was	an	accepted	form	of	exercising	power.	During	the	First	World	War,	the	perception	of	the	law	slowly	changed;	in	Paris,	there	was	controversial	debate	about	such	retroactively	created	offences.	Wilhelm	II	was	considered	by	the	Allies	to	be	the	main	culprit	for	unleashing	the	war.	The	jurists	were	well	aware	of	how	delicate	this
accusation	was.	It	violated	the	principle	that	a	conviction	could	only	be	based	on	laws	that	were	valid	at	the	time	of	the	crime.	International	law,	however,	at	that	time	knew	neither	individual	responsibility	for	political	acts	nor	the	responsibility	of	heads	of	state.	Nevertheless,	the	peacemakers	argued,	the	guilt	was	so	enormous	that	they	could	not
simply	move	on	and	forget	about	it.	Politicians	and	military	leaders	were	held	accountable	for	the	first	time	after	the	Second	World	War	in	the	war	crimes	trials	in	Nuremberg	and	Tokyo.	Articles	228	and	229	specified	that	persons	who	had	violated	the	laws	and	customs	of	war	had	to	answer	before	a	military	tribunal.	The	victorious	powers	agreed
that	the	proceedings	could	take	place	in	Germany,	and	they	did	so	before	the	highest	German	court,	the	Reichsgericht	in	Leipzig,	between	January	1921	and	November	1922.	Although	only	a	handful	of	judgments	were	handed	down,	and	more	than	1,700	trials	were	discontinued,	the	judges	did	endeavour	(often	against	their	own	beliefs)	to	run	the
proceedings	in	an	open	and	unbiased	manner.After	the	Germans	had	already	committed	themselves	by	signing	the	armistice	agreements	to	release	the	Allied	prisoners	of	war	immediately,	part	6	of	the	treaty	now	also	instructed	the	victorious	powers	to	release	German	prisoners	of	war	and	civilians.	The	parties	to	the	treaty	gave	reciprocal
recognition	to	the	respective	war	grave	organizations	and	assured	them	of	their	support	by	handing	over	lists	of	names,	etc.	Support	would	also	be	given	to	transferring	the	remains	of	those	killed	in	action.The	most	well-known	and	controversial	section	of	the	Treaty	of	Versailles	is	undoubtedly	part	8,	which	begins	with	article	231:The	Allied	and
Associated	Governments	affirm	and	Germany	accepts	the	responsibility	of	Germany	and	her	allies	for	causing	all	the	loss	and	damage	to	which	the	Allied	and	Associated	Governments	and	their	nationals	have	been	subjected	as	a	consequence	of	the	war	imposed	upon	them	by	the	aggression	of	Germany	and	her	allies.This	article	can	be	read	as	a	kind
of	compromise:	In	view	of	the	conviction	of	the	victorious	powers	that	Germany	was	at	least	responsible	for	the	unleashing	of	the	war	in	the	July	crisis,	it	seemed	to	them	of	great	importance	to	stipulate	(and	to	have	Germany	acknowledge,	as	it	says	in	the	article)	that	it	assumed	this	responsibility	with	all	the	resulting	costs.	With	this	formulation,	the
Allies,	who	were	aware	to	varying	degrees	that	Germany	would	not	be	able	to	assume	all	the	war	costs,	saved	face,	kept	their	election	promises,	and	could	later	generously	waive	a	large	part	of	the	sum	to	which	they	were	entitled.	This	compromise	brought	to	an	end	a	debate	in	the	Reparations	Committee	that	was	essentially	about	whether	or	not	the
armistice	conditions	and	the	Allies	agreement	on	the	fourteen	points	set	limits	on	reparations	claims.	In	other	words,	whether	Germany	would	only	have	to	pay	for	the	costs	incurred	by	the	invasion	of	Belgium	and	the	occupation	of	the	northern	French	departments,	which	was	contrary	to	international	law,	or	whether	all	the	war	costs	of	the	victorious
powers,	up	to	and	including	the	pensions	of	veterans	and	surviving	dependents,	would	have	to	be	paid.	Incidentally,	the	sharp	formulation	of	the	war	debt	in	the	Mantelnote	handed	over	to	the	Germans	on	16	June	1919	is	not	part	of	the	treaty,	so	does	not	appear	in	the	text	of	the	treaty	and	later	the	law.How	extensive	the	reparations	payments	would
be	was	already	indicated	by	the	remarks	following	article	231.	The	exact	amount	of	reparations	was	to	be	determined	by	an	Allied	commission	(Wiedergutmachungskommission)	no	later	than	1	May	1921	(article	233).	The	total	would	include	all	the	damage	caused	to	the	civilian	population	in	each	of	the	Allied	and	Associated	countries	since	the
beginning	of	the	state	of	war.	In	the	case	of	Belgium,	the	loans	the	country	had	taken	out	up	to	11	November	1918	also	counted	as	damage,	and	Germany	undertook	to	repay	the	total	amount	plus	5	percent	interest	(article	232).	Annexes	I,	III	and	IV	specified	which	damage	was	to	be	repaid:	this	included	destruction	inflicted	on	civilians	by	acts	of	war.
Not	only	the	victims	themselves,	but	also	their	surviving	dependants	were	entitled	to	reparations.	All	objects	that	had	been	confiscated,	used,	or	damaged	by	the	Germans	or	that	had	been	destroyed	as	a	direct	result	of	the	acts	of	war	were	included	in	the	bill.	This	also	included	a	claim	for	a	single	tool.	All	of	these	destroyed	items,	which	included
livestock,	could	be	replaced	with	objects	of	equal	value	that	originated	in	Germany	at	the	request	of	the	Allies.	Article	231	had	the	function	of	determining	the	principle	of	Germanys	global	obligations	regarding	reparations.	The	article	enshrined	the	legal	liability	for	the	damage	caused	and	secured	the	claim	for	reparation	legally.	In	Paris,	the	victors
could	not	agree	on	the	amount	of	reparations	to	be	paid	for	fear	of	either	demanding	too	much	of	Germany	or	treating	it	too	leniently.	It	was	only	in	January	1921	that	the	Allied	Reparations	Commission	specified	the	sum	of	the	payments	demanded.	Germany	itself	had	offered	100	billion	gold	marks,	but	in	fact	it	paid	about	20	billion	in	reparations.	In
Germany,	reparations	obligations	were	effectively	portrayed	as	the	cause	of	economic	problems.	However,	large	loans	which	Germany	received	from	the	United	States	in	the	1920s	and	only	repaid	to	a	small	extent	exceeded	the	payments	that	Germany	made	to	the	victorious	powers.	The	annexes	in	this	part	of	the	treaty	show	how	intense	discussions
were	in	Paris	about	the	consequences	of	the	total	war	for	example,	in	connection	with	the	question	of	what	could	be	described	as	damage	at	all.Further	regulations	concerned	the	retroactive	maintenance	of	the	Allied	and	Associated	Powers	armies	in	the	occupied	German	territories	back	to	the	day	of	the	armistice.	All	costs	were	to	be	borne	by	the
German	Empire	(part	9,	article	249	and	article	251).	Until	the	planned	announcement	of	the	final	reparation	sum	in	May	1921,	the	German	government	was	forbidden	to	export	or	dispose	of	gold	without	the	previous	approval	of	the	victorious	forces	(article	248).	A	most-favoured-nation	clause	(part	10)	was	to	apply	until	1923.	Germany	was	thus
obliged	to	grant	trade	advantages	from	which	one	partner	benefited	to	all	partners	to	the	treaty.	Customs	duties	levied	by	the	empire	and	any	fees	for	the	import,	export	and	transit	of	goods	had	to	be	the	same	for	all	trading	partners	(articles	264-267	and	269).	The	Allied	and	Associated	Powers	were	permitted	to	apply	a	special	customs	regime	for
imports	and	exports	to	the	German	territory	occupied	by	their	troops	(article	270).	They	were	thus	able	to	establish	a	customs	border	on	the	Rhine,	which	favoured	the	import	of	foreign	goods	and	made	the	export	of	German	products	more	expensive.Parts	11	and	12	stipulated	that	aircraft	of	the	Allied	and	Associated	Powers	were	allowed	to	fly	over
Germany	and	land	on	its	soil	and	territorial	waters	until	1	January	1923.	Germany	also	undertook	to	allow	the	Allied	and	Associated	Powers	free	transit	through	its	territory	on	transport	routes	suitable	for	international	traffic.	Navigable	rivers,	canals	and	railways	were	thus	made	accessible	without	customs	duties	or	delays	(article	321).	The	Treaty	of
Versailles	provided	inland	navigation	for	such	a	European	order	that	gave	access	not	only	to	the	immediate	neighbouring	states,	but	also	to	Switzerland,	Belgium,	Italy,	and	Great	Britain.	In	fact,	an	international	order	for	rivers	was	not	an	innovation	of	the	peace	treaty,	as	there	had	been	such	agreements	for	the	Danube	and	the	Rhine	since	the	19th
century,	with	the	Central	Commission	for	Navigation	on	the	Rhine	(CCNR)	having	been	established	by	the	Mannheim	Act	of	1868.	The	CCNR	retained	supranational	jurisdiction	and	thus	acted	like	a	state.The	penultimate	part,	part	14,	ensured	the	execution	of	the	provisions	agreed	in	the	treaty.	As	it	turned	out,	non-compliance	with	deadlines	led	to
two	major	clashes,	in	1921	and	between	1923	and	1925.	If	the	conditions	were	met	by	the	Germans,	article	429	promised	that	the	occupied	territories	would	be	cleared	in	fifteen	years,	in	five-year	increments.	Article	431	promised	the	immediate	withdrawal	of	the	occupying	troops,	i.e.	the	troops	of	the	Allied	and	Associated	Powers	occupying	the
Rhineland,	if	Germany	fulfilled	its	duties	before	the	expiration	of	the	period	of	fifteen	years.	Should	the	security	needs	of	the	victors	not	be	met	at	the	end	of	this	period,	the	article	also	allowed	for	an	extension	of	the	occupation.	Article	433	confirmed	the	repeal	of	the	Treaty	of	Brest-Litovsk.	In	part	15,	Germany	undertook	to	recognize	the
arrangements	regarding	the	territories	that	the	Allies	and	Associated	Powers	had	agreed	on	with	Germanys	former	allies	(Austria-Hungary,	Romania,	and	the	Ottoman	Empire).	The	newly	created	states	were	also	recognized	by	Germany	(article	434).Evaluation	of	the	TreatyThe	historian	Michael	Salewski	(1938-2010)	stressed	in	1980	that	it	was	not
only	German	foreign	policy	in	the	years	of	the	Weimar	Republic	that	was	shaped	by	the	goal	of	revising	the	provisions	of	the	treaty,	but	that	the	struggle	against	Versailles	was	also	the	domestic	theme	that	united	all	social	and	political	groups.	Salewski	spoke	of	a	syndrome,	of	a	clinical	picture	that	had	infected	the	entire	society.	The	legitimacy	of	the
Treaty	of	Versailles	as	a	verdict	of	guilt	passed	by	the	Allies	against	Germany	was	not	recognized	by	any	political	camp.But	historians	were	also	silent	at	first,	even	though	or	because	many	had	been	front-line	soldiers	themselves,	and	initially	they	did	not	reflect	publicly	on	their	own	war	experiences.	The	majority	were	opposed	to	the	new	political
order	and	devoted	themselves	to	a	moralizing	discussion	of	innocence.	Only	in	the	wake	of	the	gradual	revision	of	the	Treaty	of	Versailles	by	the	National	Socialists	did	they	break	their	silence	and	welcome	the	reintroduction	of	compulsory	military	service	(1935),	the	annexation	of	Austria	(1938),	and	finally	the	victories	over	Belgium	and	France	in
1940.In	the	literature,	the	Treaty	of	Versailles	is	still	controversially	discussed	today.	However,	the	tenor	of	the	publications	of	the	past	three	decades	is	more	matter	of	fact,	which	may	be	due	to	the	fact	that	the	First	World	War	is	no	longer	analysed	only	from	the	perspective	of	the	history	of	the	Second	World	War.	Not	only	Charles	de	Gaulle	(1890-
1970)	or	Winston	Churchill	(1874-1965),	but	also	historians	like	Pierre	Grosser	or	philosopher	Raymond	Aron	(1905-1983)	have	linked	the	two	wars	into	a	Thirty	Years	War.	In	this	way,	the	peace	treaty,	which	could	not	establish	a	stable	peace	order,	was	virtually	blamed	for	the	ensuing	world	war.	With	greater	temporal	distance	especially	since	1989
both	conflicts	have	been	analysed	more	strongly	with	a	view	to	their	respective	particularities.	Thus,	the	1920s	are	increasingly	coming	into	the	focus	of	research	and	the	interwar	period	is	no	longer	treated	solely	with	a	view	to	the	failure	of	efforts	to	establish	a	stable	peace	order.	All	misfortunes	of	the	1930s	are	not	the	consequences	of	the	treaty,
argues	the	French	historian	Georges-Henri	Soutou.	Thus,	the	treaty	is	neither	judged	as	an	overly	harsh	Carthaginian	peace	nor	as	inevitably	possible.	Historians	highlight	the	achievement	of	signing	a	peace	treaty	in	Paris	as	the	result	of	a	manifold	willingness	to	compromise.The	extensive	research	on	the	First	World	War	has	revealed	the	extent	of
the	destruction	on	the	states	involved	down	to	the	level	of	individuals.	With	the	analysis	of	the	violence,	the	challenge	of	creating	a	lasting	peace	is	also	seen	as	more	difficult.	The	situation	in	southeastern	Europe	is	one	of	the	contributing	factors	that	made	the	situation	in	Europe	very	fragile.	From	this	perspective,	the	continuation	of	violence	is	not
interpreted	as	a	failure	of	the	peace	treaty,	but	also	finds	causes	and	responsibility	in	the	policies	of	the	newly	created	states.The	research	draws	attention	to	the	diverging	interests	of	France	and	Great	Britain	after	the	phase	of	cooperation	in	the	war	years.	Frances	need	for	security	plays	a	major	role	in	research,	but	the	policy	is	now	interpreted	as
more	flexible	and	more	willing	to	compromise.	Locarno	is	interpreted	by	British	historian	Alan	J.	P.	Taylor	(1906-1990)	as	the	actual	end	of	World	War	I.	By	not	only	focusing	on	the	1930s	in	the	literature	but	also	including	the	1920s,	the	question	of	whether	the	Treaty	of	Versailles	is	to	blame	for	World	War	II	is	now	answered	in	a	more	nuanced	way.
However,	not	everyone	goes	as	far	as	the	Canadian	historian	Margaret	MacMillan:	she	stresses	that,	from	a	propaganda	point	of	view,	the	treaty	was	a	gift	of	God	for	Adolf	Hitler	(1889-1945).	She	argues	that	the	peacemakers	did	not	succeed	in	decisively	weakening	Germany.	With	a	stronger	democracy	in	Germany	and	without	the	devastation	of	the
global	economic	crisis,	history	might	have	been	different:	The	Treaty	of	Versailles	is	not	to	blame.	It	was	never	consistently	enforced	[].	The	question	of	whether	the	peace	treaty	failed	because	it	punished	Germany	too	harshly	or	not	harshly	enough	is	still	controversial	among	historians	today.Susanne	Brandt,	Heinrich-Heine-Universitt
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10.15463/ie1418.11572	The	Treaty	of	Versailles	is	one	of	the	most	controversial	armistice	treaties	in	history.	The	treatys	so-called	war	guilt	clause	forced	Germany	and	other	Central	Powers	to	take	all	the	blame	for	World	War	I.	This	meant	a	loss	of	territories,	reduction	in	military	forces,	and	reparation	payments	to	Allied	powers.Why	is	the	Treaty	of
Versailles	important?The	Treaty	of	Versailles	is	famous	for	both	solving	and	creating	problems.	The	treaty	forced	Germany	to	surrender	colonies	in	Africa,	Asia	and	the	Pacific;	cede	territory	to	other	nations	like	France	and	Poland;	reduce	the	size	of	its	military;	pay	war	reparations	to	the	Allied	countries;	and	accept	guilt	for	the	war.How	did	the
Treaty	of	Versailles	lead	to	the	Second	World	War	explain?The	Versailles	Treaty	forced	Germany	to	give	up	territory	to	Belgium,	Czechoslovakia	and	Poland,	return	Alsace	and	Lorraine	to	France	and	cede	all	of	its	overseas	colonies	in	China,	Pacific	and	Africa	to	the	Allied	nations.	But	his	fellow	Allied	leaders	rejected	much	of	his	plan	as	naive	and	too
idealistic.Was	the	Treaty	of	Versailles	a	dictated	peace?The	Peace	Conference	was	held	at	Paris	and	Treaty	of	Versailles	was	the	result	of	it.	Although,Wilsons	14	point	formula	talked	about	generous	treatment,	but	the	Treaty	of	Versailles	is	termed	to	be	a	document	of	dictated	peace	and	was	called	an	armistice	for	20	years	by	a	French	diplomat
present	in	the	negotiations.Why	did	the	Treaty	of	Versailles	fail	to	bring	peace?It	was	doomed	from	the	start,	and	another	war	was	practically	certain.	8	The	principle	reasons	for	the	failure	of	the	Treaty	of	Versailles	to	establish	a	long-term	peace	include	the	following:	1)	the	Allies	disagreed	on	how	best	to	treat	Germany;	2)	Germany	refused	to	accept
the	terms	of	reparations;	and	3)	Germanys	What	were	the	effects	of	the	Paris	Peace	Conference?The	major	decisions	were	the	establishment	of	the	League	of	Nations;	the	five	peace	treaties	with	defeated	enemies;	the	awarding	of	German	and	Ottoman	overseas	possessions	as	mandates,	chiefly	to	members	of	the	British	Empire	and	to	France;
reparations	imposed	on	Germany;	and	the	drawing	of	new	national	boundaries	(	Is	the	Treaty	of	Versailles	a	stable	peace?Hobsbawm	argues	that	the	Versailles	settlement	could	not	possibly	be	the	basis	of	a	stable	peace.	What	is	the	purpose	of	a	peace	agreement?1	A	neutral	structure	and	capacity	within	the	state	to	resolve	future	conflicts	and
complaints.	2	A	means	for	the	peaceful	resolution	of	public	grievances	before	they	become	a	source	of	conflict	in	a	society.	3	A	means	for	preventing	future	conflicts.	What	was	the	purpose	of	the	Paris	Peace	Conference?The	Paris	Peace	Conference	was	an	international	meeting	convened	in	January	1919	at	Versailles	just	outside	Paris.	The	purpose	of
the	meeting	was	to	establish	the	terms	of	the	peace	after	World	War.	Though	nearly	thirty	nations	participated,	the	representatives	of	Great	Britain,	France,	the	United	States,	and	Italy	became	known	as	the	Big	Four..	How	did	the	Versailles	Treaty	affect	World	War	1?The	Versailles	Treaty	did	little	to	shape	any	sort	of	long-term	peace	from	the	results
of	World	War	I.	Instead,	the	treaty,	hastily	put	together,	was	vague,	exposed	the	Allies	inability	to	cooperate	toward	an	agreement,	and	fueled	German	nationalism	from	resentment	over	her	treatment	by	the	Allies	in	the	treaty.	The	Treaty	of	Versailles,	signed	on	June	28,	1919,	marked	the	end	of	World	War	I	and	had	a	profound	impact	on	the	course	of
world	history.	This	historic	agreement,	also	known	as	the	Paris	Peace	Conference,	was	signed	by	the	victorious	Allied	powers	and	the	defeated	Germany,	and	its	terms	would	shape	the	political	landscape	of	Europe	for	decades	to	come.	The	treaty	was	intended	to	bring	about	lasting	peace	and	prevent	future	conflicts,	but	its	impact	would	be	far-
reaching	and	controversial.	As	part	of	our	exploration	of	the	Modern	Era	and	World	War	I,	we	must	delve	into	the	complexities	of	this	treaty	and	its	significance	in	shaping	the	world	we	live	in	today.	From	reparations	and	territorial	changes	to	the	establishment	of	the	League	of	Nations,	the	Treaty	of	Versailles	had	a	significant	impact	on	not	only
Europe	but	also	the	rest	of	the	world.	Join	us	as	we	examine	the	various	aspects	of	this	treaty	and	its	role	in	shaping	modern	history.	Whether	you	are	a	history	buff	or	simply	curious	about	one	of	the	most	important	events	in	world	history,	this	article	will	provide	valuable	insight	into	the	Treaty	of	Versailles	and	its	aftermath.	So	let's	dive	in	and
discover	the	fascinating	story	behind	this	pivotal	moment	in	time.	The	Treaty	of	Versailles,	signed	on	June	28,	1919,	marked	the	end	of	World	War	I	and	was	one	of	the	most	significant	events	in	modern	history.	It	was	a	peace	agreement	that	aimed	to	establish	lasting	peace	in	Europe	and	prevent	future	wars.	The	treaty	was	signed	by	Germany	and	the
Allied	Powers,	including	France,	Britain,	and	the	United	States.	The	origins	of	the	treaty	can	be	traced	back	to	the	Paris	Peace	Conference	in	January	1919,	where	world	leaders	gathered	to	negotiate	the	terms	of	peace	after	the	devastating	war.	The	treaty	was	heavily	influenced	by	the	leaders	of	the	Allied	Powers,	particularly	French	Prime	Minister
Georges	Clemenceau,	who	sought	harsh	punishments	for	Germany.	The	negotiations	for	the	treaty	were	long	and	difficult,	with	Germany	being	forced	to	accept	full	responsibility	for	the	war	and	pay	heavy	reparations.	The	terms	of	the	treaty	also	included	the	demilitarization	of	Germany	and	the	loss	of	its	territories.	This	was	seen	as	a	major	blow	to
Germany's	national	pride	and	led	to	resentment	among	its	people.	The	aftermath	of	the	Treaty	of	Versailles	had	a	profound	impact	on	Germany,	France,	and	other	nations	involved	in	World	War	I.	For	Germany,	the	treaty	created	a	sense	of	humiliation	and	bitterness,	which	ultimately	contributed	to	the	rise	of	Adolf	Hitler	and	the	Nazi	Party.	France,
on	the	other	hand,	saw	the	treaty	as	a	victory	and	sought	to	enforce	it	strictly,	leading	to	strained	relations	with	Germany.	Other	countries	such	as	Austria-Hungary,	Bulgaria,	and	the	Ottoman	Empire	also	faced	consequences	from	the	treaty,	losing	territories	and	facing	economic	sanctions.	The	new	borders	and	political	changes	in	these	regions	had
long-lasting	effects	on	their	cultures	and	societies.	Furthermore,	the	Treaty	of	Versailles	played	a	significant	role	in	shaping	global	events	in	the	modern	era.	The	harsh	terms	imposed	on	Germany	led	to	economic	instability	and	social	unrest,	which	paved	the	way	for	the	rise	of	dictatorships	in	Europe.	The	treaty	also	weakened	the	League	of	Nations,
an	international	organization	created	to	maintain	peace	and	prevent	future	wars.	The	Treaty	of	Versailles	is	often	seen	as	a	contributing	factor	to	the	outbreak	of	World	War	II.	The	resentment	and	economic	strain	caused	by	the	treaty	in	Germany,	along	with	the	weakened	state	of	the	League	of	Nations,	created	the	perfect	conditions	for	Hitler's	rise
to	power	and	the	subsequent	war.	In	conclusion,	the	Treaty	of	Versailles	had	a	significant	impact	on	world	history	and	shaped	global	events	in	the	modern	era.	Its	harsh	terms	and	consequences	for	Germany	played	a	crucial	role	in	the	rise	of	dictatorships	and	ultimately	led	to	another	devastating	world	war.	It	serves	as	a	reminder	of	the	importance	of
fair	and	just	negotiations	in	times	of	conflict.Global	Effectsuse	HTML	structure	with	Treaty	of	Versailles	only	for	main	keywords	and	paragraphs	for	global	effects,	do	not	use	"newline	character"Impacts	on	GermanyThe	Treaty	of	Versailles,	signed	on	June	28,	1919,	marked	the	end	of	World	War	I	and	imposed	heavy	penalties	on	Germany	for	their	role
in	the	war.	The	impacts	of	this	treaty	were	far-reaching	and	had	a	profound	effect	on	Germany's	economy,	military,	and	society.Economy:	One	of	the	key	impacts	on	Germany	was	the	severe	economic	consequences	imposed	by	the	treaty.	The	country	was	forced	to	pay	reparations	for	the	damage	caused	during	the	war,	which	amounted	to	billions	of
dollars.	This	had	a	crippling	effect	on	the	German	economy,	leading	to	high	inflation,	unemployment,	and	economic	instability.Military:	The	treaty	also	significantly	weakened	Germany's	military.	The	country	was	forced	to	disarm	and	limit	their	army	to	just	100,000	soldiers.	They	were	also	not	allowed	to	have	an	air	force	or	submarines.	This	left
Germany	vulnerable	and	unable	to	defend	themselves	in	case	of	an	attack.Society:	The	treaty	had	a	profound	impact	on	German	society	as	well.	The	country	was	humiliated	by	the	terms	of	the	treaty,	which	many	Germans	saw	as	unfair	and	unjust.	This	led	to	a	sense	of	resentment	and	bitterness	towards	the	Allied	powers	and	fueled	nationalistic
sentiments.Origins	of	the	Treaty	of	VersaillesThe	Treaty	of	Versailles,	signed	on	June	28,	1919,	marked	the	end	of	World	War	I	and	laid	the	foundation	for	the	modern	international	political	landscape.	However,	this	historic	agreement	did	not	come	about	overnight.	It	was	the	result	of	years	of	conflict	and	negotiations	between	the	victorious	Allied
powers	and	Germany.	The	origins	of	the	Treaty	of	Versailles	can	be	traced	back	to	the	start	of	World	War	I	in	1914.	The	war,	which	was	supposed	to	be	a	short	and	decisive	conflict,	dragged	on	for	four	long	years	and	resulted	in	the	deaths	of	millions	of	people.	The	main	players	involved	in	the	treaty	were	the	leaders	of	the	Allied	powers	-	United
States	President	Woodrow	Wilson,	British	Prime	Minister	David	Lloyd	George,	and	French	Prime	Minister	Georges	Clemenceau	-	along	with	German	Chancellor	Philipp	Scheidemann	and	Foreign	Minister	Ulrich	von	Brockdorff-Rantzau.	The	context	in	which	the	treaty	was	signed	was	one	of	devastation	and	desperation.	The	Allied	powers	wanted	to
hold	Germany	accountable	for	the	war	and	make	sure	they	would	never	be	able	to	rise	again	as	a	military	power.	On	the	other	hand,	Germany	was	struggling	to	rebuild	its	economy	and	deal	with	the	harsh	terms	imposed	by	the	Allies.	In	this	article,	we	will	explore	the	events	that	led	to	the	creation	of	the	Treaty	of	Versailles	and	examine	how	it	has
shaped	world	history.Negotiations	and	TermsThe	Treaty	of	Versailles,	signed	in	1919,	marked	the	end	of	World	War	I	and	was	one	of	the	most	significant	events	in	modern	history.	The	negotiations	leading	up	to	the	treaty	were	complex	and	involved	a	number	of	key	players	from	various	countries.	These	players	had	different	motivations	and	agendas,
which	ultimately	shaped	the	terms	of	the	treaty.	One	of	the	main	players	in	the	negotiations	was	British	Prime	Minister	David	Lloyd	George.	He	was	determined	to	secure	harsh	penalties	for	Germany,	in	order	to	prevent	them	from	ever	posing	a	threat	to	Britain	again.	This	was	driven	by	his	desire	to	maintain	British	dominance	in	Europe.	French
Prime	Minister	Georges	Clemenceau	also	played	a	major	role	in	the	negotiations.	France	had	suffered	greatly	during	the	war	and	Clemenceau	wanted	to	ensure	that	Germany	would	pay	for	their	actions.	He	pushed	for	strict	reparations	and	harsh	terms,	which	would	cripple	Germany's	economy.	President	Woodrow	Wilson	of	the	United	States	was
another	key	player	in	the	negotiations.	He	had	initially	proposed	his	Fourteen	Points,	which	aimed	to	establish	peace	and	prevent	future	wars.	However,	due	to	pressure	from	the	other	allies,	Wilson	had	to	compromise	on	many	of	his	ideals	and	agree	to	some	of	the	harsher	terms	in	the	treaty.	The	motivations	of	these	key	players	were	not	limited	to
their	own	countries'	interests.	They	were	also	influenced	by	personal	vendettas	and	political	ambitions.	For	example,	Clemenceau's	desire	for	revenge	against	Germany	stemmed	from	his	personal	experiences	during	the	war.	The	negotiations	were	tense	and	often	contentious,	with	each	country	fighting	for	their	own	interests.	The	end	result	was	a
treaty	that	imposed	severe	punishments	on	Germany,	including	large	reparations,	loss	of	territory,	and	military	restrictions.	These	terms	would	have	a	significant	impact	on	Germany's	future	and	ultimately	contributed	to	the	start	of	World	War	II.Legacy	of	the	Treaty	of	VersaillesThe	Treaty	of	Versailles,	signed	on	June	28,	1919,	marked	the	end	of
World	War	I	and	imposed	significant	consequences	on	Germany.	The	treaty	aimed	to	punish	Germany	for	its	involvement	in	the	war	and	dictated	harsh	terms	that	would	ultimately	lead	to	the	rise	of	Adolf	Hitler	and	the	start	of	World	War	II.	However,	beyond	its	immediate	impact	on	Germany,	the	Treaty	of	Versailles	also	had	a	lasting	legacy	on
international	relations	and	conflicts.	This	article	will	explore	the	effects	of	the	treaty	on	global	affairs	and	how	it	shaped	the	course	of	history	in	the	decades	to	come.	One	of	the	most	significant	legacies	of	the	Treaty	of	Versailles	was	its	impact	on	international	relations.	The	treaty	created	a	sense	of	resentment	and	bitterness	among	many	Germans,
who	felt	humiliated	by	the	terms	imposed	upon	them.	This	led	to	a	desire	for	revenge	and	a	push	towards	militarization,	which	ultimately	contributed	to	the	outbreak	of	World	War	II.	Additionally,	the	treaty's	harsh	treatment	of	Germany	also	strained	relations	between	European	nations	and	set	the	stage	for	future	conflicts.	Furthermore,	the	Treaty	of
Versailles	played	a	crucial	role	in	shaping	the	political	landscape	of	the	world.	The	redrawing	of	borders	and	creation	of	new	nations	in	Europe	resulted	in	long-standing	tensions	and	conflicts,	particularly	in	Eastern	Europe.	The	treaty's	failure	to	address	issues	such	as	colonialism	and	self-determination	also	had	far-reaching	consequences,	leading	to
ongoing	conflicts	in	regions	such	as	Africa	and	the	Middle	East.	In	conclusion,	the	Treaty	of	Versailles	had	a	significant	and	lasting	impact	on	international	relations	and	conflicts.	Its	legacy	can	still	be	seen	today	in	various	forms,	from	ongoing	disputes	over	borders	to	the	rise	of	nationalist	ideologies.	By	understanding	the	consequences	of	this	pivotal
event	in	world	history,	we	can	gain	a	deeper	understanding	of	the	complexities	that	continue	to	shape	our	global	landscape.In	conclusion,	the	Treaty	of	Versailles	had	far-reaching	effects	on	world	history.	It	not	only	brought	an	end	to	World	War	I,	but	also	set	the	stage	for	future	conflicts	and	shaped	the	course	of	global	events	in	the	modern	era.	By
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Treaty	of	Versailles,	1919	The	Treaty	of	Versailles,	signed	in	June	1919,	was	an	agreement	between	the	victors	of	the	First	World	War	(1914-18)	which	redivided	parts	of	Europe	and	imposed	reparations,	armament	limitations,	and	total	blame	for	the	war	on	Germany,	one	of	the	conflict's	losers.	Although	designed	to	guarantee	a	lasting	peace,
overturning	the	treaty's	harsher	points	became	a	goal	of	successive	German	chancellors	and	then	the	Nazi	leader	Adolf	Hitler	(1889-1945)	through	the	1930s.	Indeed,	the	ill-feeling	towards	the	treaty	was	one	of	several	reasons	for	the	rise	of	national	socialism	and,	ultimately,	one	of	the	causes	of	WWII	(1939-45).	Aims	of	the	Treaty	The	First	World
War	was	fought	between	the	Central	Powers	of	Germany	and	Austria-Hungary	(plus	their	allies)	and	the	Triple	Entente	of	Britain,	France,	and	Russia	(and	their	allies,	which	included	Italy	and	the	United	States).	Germany	and	Austria-Hungary	lost	the	war	and	an	armistice	was	signed	on	11	November	1918.	The	victors,	particularly	Britain	and	France,
now	sought	to	impose	such	peace	terms	that	Germany,	in	particular,	would	never	again	be	able	to	threaten	peace	in	Europe.	The	horrors	of	WWI,	when	7	million	people	were	killed	and	21	million	seriously	injured,	must	never	be	repeated.	There	had	been	tremendous	material	costs,	too.	According	to	the	historian	F.	McDonough,	"the	total	estimated
cost	of	the	war	has	been	put	at	260,000	million"	(43).	Germany	was	only	invited	to	the	closing	stages	of	the	Paris	Peace	Conference.	The	victors	first	wanted	an	official	recognition	from	Germany	that	it	had	started	the	war.	Secondly,	they	wanted	to	be	directly	compensated	by	Germany	for	some	of	the	material	costs	of	the	conflict	by	extracting	hefty
reparation	payments	and	redistributing	some	German	territory	and	all	of	its	colonies.	Germany's	industry	remained	intact	throughout	the	war,	and	the	victors	were	wary	of	its	ability	to	rebuild.	To	ensure	the	German	armed	forces	could	not	wage	war	in	the	future,	severe	limitations	were	imposed	on	the	country's	military	capabilities.	The	victors	did
not	want	to	completely	destroy	Germany	since	it	could	remain	a	valuable	market	for	their	exports,	however,	most	historians	recognise	that	the	Allies	may	have	gone	too	far	with	their	demands	and,	in	the	end,	only	pushed	Germany	towards	the	very	destination	they	had	hoped	to	avoid,	another	world	war.	The	other	losing	states	of	WWI:	Austria,
Hungary,	Bulgaria,	and	Turkey	would	be	dealt	with	in	separate,	equally	controversial	treaties.	Newspaper	Front	Page	Declaring	the	Signing	of	the	Treaty	of	Versailles	The	Paris	Peace	Conference	The	Treaty	of	Versailles	was	signed	in	the	Hall	of	Mirrors	in	the	Palace	of	Versailles	outside	Paris	on	28	June	1919.	Representatives	from	France,	Britain,
the	United	States,	and	Italy,	plus	28	other	nations,	had	convened	at	the	Paris	Peace	Conference,	held	from	12	January	1919.	The	delegates	had	taken	over	five	months	to	thrash	out	their	terms	and	decide	on	what	the	new	Europe	should	look	like	now	that	several	royal	dynasties	had	been	swept	away	and	their	empires	left	in	tatters.	Proceedings	were
dominated	by	the	'Council	of	Four':	British	Prime	Minister	David	Lloyd	George	(1863-1945),	French	Prime	Minister	French	Georges	Clemenceau	(1841-1929),	US	President	Woodrow	Wilson	(1856-1924),	and	Italian	Prime	Minister	Vittorio	Orlando	(1860-1952).	There	is	something	of	a	myth	that	Clemenceau	was	responsible	above	all	others	for	the
harsher	elements	of	the	treaty,	but,	in	fact,	he	fully	realised	that	too	harsh	a	settlement	would	be	counterproductive	to	France's	interests	and	create	lasting	resentment.	He	remarked:	"every	effort	must	be	made	to	be	just	towards	the	Germans"	(McDonough,	54).	Of	course,	the	French	and	German	interpretation	of	justice	was	not	entirely	the	same.
Many	Germans	viewed	the	'guilt	clause'	as	it	became	known,	&	the	peace	terms	in	general,	as	highly	dishonourable.	The	USSR,	then	seen	as	a	rogue	revolutionary	state	that	had	unlawfully	deposed	its	ruler,	Tsar	Nicholas	II	in	the	Revolution	of	1917	and	who	had	prematurely	pulled	out	of	the	war,	was	not	invited	to	Paris.	Germany	was	only	invited	to
the	closing	stages	of	the	conference	and	then	only	in	order	to	read	the	terms	of	its	surrender	and	sign	the	treaty.	The	German	delegates	had	been	given	only	three	weeks	to	discuss	amongst	themselves	and	suggest	any	minor	changes,	and	then	just	one	week	to	sign	the	final	draft.	With	an	Allied	army	occupying	the	Rhineland	and	a	naval	blockade	in
place,	the	stark	reality	for	Germany	was	that	a	resumption	of	the	war	was	the	only	alternative	to	signing	the	treaty.	The	main	points	of	the	Treaty	of	Versailles	include:	Germany	had	to	accept	full	responsibility	for	WWI	Germany	had	to	pay	reparations	to	France,	Britain,	and	Belgium	France	was	given	back	the	regions	of	Alsace	and	Lorraine	The	coal-
rich	Saar	area	of	Germany	was	taken	out	of	German	control	Poland	was	given	the	industrial	region	of	Upper	Silesia	and	a	corridor	to	the	Baltic	Sea	Danzig	(Gdask)	was	removed	from	German	control	Germany	lost	all	of	its	colonies	The	Rhineland	was	to	be	demilitarised	A	limit	of	100,000	men	was	put	on	Germany's	army.	Germany	could	not	build
tanks,	aircraft,	submarines,	or	battleships	A	new	international	body	of	cooperation	was	to	be	created,	the	League	of	Nations	The	Treaty	of	Versailles,	1919	The	Guilt	Clause	The	Treaty	of	Versailles,	specifically	recorded	in	Article	231,	insisted	that	not	only	had	Germany	and	its	ally	Austria-Hungary	deliberately	and	with	premeditation	started	a	global
conflict	but	they	had	also	deliberately	resisted	all	efforts	by	the	Allies	to	avoid	one.	Many	Germans	viewed	this	'guilt	clause',	as	it	became	known,	and	the	peace	terms	in	general,	as	highly	dishonourable.	Indeed,	the	German	government	went	into	tremendous	trouble	during	the	interwar	years	to	persuade	other	nations	it	had	not	been	the	guilty	party,
releasing	nearly	16,000	official	documents.	In	some	measure,	these	endeavours	were	successful	as,	by	the	1930s,	a	general	consensus	had	arisen	that	WWI	had	been	the	collective	responsibility	of	everyone	involved.	At	the	time	of	the	Treaty	of	Versailles,	though,	the	guilt	clause	was	a	major	justification	for	the	second	step:	reparations.	Reparations
France	and	Belgium	were	particularly	keen	to	recoup	some	of	the	tremendous	costs	of	the	war:	damage	to	property,	infrastructures	like	roads	and	train	lines,	agriculture,	machinery,	shipping,	and	the	debts	accumulated	in	buying	weapons.	Amongst	the	victors,	only	the	US	was	not	in	debt	after	the	conflict.	Industrial	production	in	Europe	was	30%
lower	than	before	the	war,	world	trade	was	stagnant,	and	inflation	dangerously	high.	A	massive	and	regular	cash	injection	paid	for	by	Germany	would	give	a	much-welcome	boost	to	the	victors'	economies.	The	mood	of	ordinary	people,	and	certainly	the	popular	press,	in	the	victor	countries	was	to	make	Germany	pay	heavily	for	the	chaos.	As	one
newspaper	headline	in	Britain	read:	"Squeeze	the	German	lemon	till	the	pips	squeak"	(McDonough,	47).	The	first	squeezing	was	to	seize	all	Germany's	financial	assets	and	currencies	held	abroad.	The	question	then	remained	just	how	much	to	squeeze	in	the	coming	years	in	terms	of	regular	reparation	payments.	The	reality	was	that	Germany	could
remain	an	important	market	for	exports	for	the	victors	if	not	crushed	economically.	(It	is	interesting	to	note	that	amongst	the	British	delegation	in	Paris	was	the	economist	John	Maynard	Keynes,	1883-1946,	who	called	for	lenient	reparations).	In	addition,	the	British	had	suffered	much	less	material	damage	in	the	war	than	France	and	were	mostly
interested	in	curbing	Germany's	military	power,	with	the	consequence	that	imposing	heavy	reparations	was	much	less	of	a	priority.	Europe	after	The	Treaty	of	Versailles	The	Treaty	of	Versailles	established	the	principle	of	German	reparations,	but	not	the	details.	The	lack	of	precision	concerning	reparations	led	to	much	bitter	negotiating	thereafter,
and	several	defaults	on	payments.	Not	until	1921	did	a	Reparations	Committee	fix	the	sum	at	6,600	million.	Payments	were	expected	every	year	for	the	next	six	decades,	first	with	a	hefty	downpayment	in	gold	and	then,	if	cash	was	not	available,	in	useful	goods	like	coal,	livestock,	timber,	and	ships.	Germany	frequently	paid	less	than	it	was	supposed	to
pay.	In	1929,	Germany's	reparations	were	formally	reduced	as	more	US	loans	were	negotiated.	In	1932,	the	reparations	were	cancelled	altogether.	The	reparations	problem	highlights	the	overall	weakness	of	the	Treaty	of	Versailles:	most	of	its	points	relied	on	Germany	volunteering	to	adhere	to	them.	The	practical	task	of	enforcing	the	terms	proved
beyond	the	capabilities	of	the	victors.	Redrawing	Germany's	Frontiers	The	treaty	removed	much	sought-after	slices	from	Germany's	border	regions.	France	received	back	Alsace	and	Lorraine	(they	had	lost	these	German-speaking	regions	in	1871	after	defeat	in	the	Franco-Prussian	War),	while	Belgium	and	Denmark	also	got	a	few	slithers	of	new	land,
Eupen-Malmedy	and	Northern	Schleswig,	respectively.	The	coal-rich	Saar	region	was	given	to	the	League	of	Nations	to	manage	with	a	plebiscite	promised	at	an	unspecified	future	date	(when	one	was	finally	held	in	1935,	90%	voted	to	rejoin	Germany).	In	another	attempt	to	keep	Germanic	peoples	separate,	Germany	was	forbidden	from	ever	uniting
with	Austria.	The	choicest	cut,	perhaps,	was	left	for	Poland	which	gained	the	industrialised	region	of	Upper	Silesia	(handy	to	reduce	the	likelihood	of	German	rearmament,	thought	the	victors)	and	a	'Polish	corridor'	to	the	Baltic	Sea.	The	corridor	had	a	Polish	majority,	but	the	unfortunate	result	of	this	strip	to	the	seaside	was	that	it	entirely	cut	off	East
Prussia	from	the	rest	of	Germany.	Danzig,	which	had	a	population	that	was	90%	German,	was	made	an	autonomous	Free	City	controlled	by	the	League	of	Nations,	but	with	its	foreign	policy	and	customs	arrangements	governed	by	Poland.	The	corridor	and	Danzig	were	probably	the	most	resented	of	all	the	victors'	geographical	reshuffles.	Further
afield,	Germany	lost	all	of	its	pre-war	colonies,	now	to	be	governed	by	the	League	of	Nations	as	'mandated	territories',	although	in	reality,	they	were	taken	over	by	individual	victor	states.	Germany's	African	colonies,	like	Togoland,	Tanganyika,	the	Cameroons,	and	German	South	West	Africa,	in	practice,	came	under	British,	French,	Belgian,	or	South
African	rule.	Shandong	(then	called	Shantung),	the	port	in	northeast	China,	had	been	under	German	rule	but	was	now	given	to	Japan	causing	lasting	resentment	by	the	Chinese	government,	which	wanted	it,	too.	A	handful	of	Pacific	islands	were	distributed	to	Japan,	New	Zealand,	and	Australia.	In	all,	these	lost	pieces	made	up	a	sizeable	chunk	of	pre-
war	German	territory,	around	13%.	In	those	lost	territories	was	around	10%	of	Germany's	pre-war	population.	Africa	after	The	Treaty	of	Versailles,	c.1920	Armament	Controls	In	order	to	create	a	safe	buffer	zone	between	France	and	Germany,	the	Rhineland	was	demilitarised,	that	is	fortifications	and	troops	were	prohibited	there.	Britain	was
particularly	keen	to	keep	Germany's	armed	forces	as	small	as	possible	and	so	reduce	any	threat	to	the	British	Empire.	The	Versailles	treaty	imposed	a	100,000-man	limit	on	Germany's	army	while	its	navy	could	have	no	more	than	36	ships	and	was	similarly	restricted	in	personnel.	Conscription	was	not	permitted.	Germany	could	not	possess	tanks,
heavy	artillery,	aircraft,	battleships,	or	submarines.	Essentially	allowed	only	the	bare	minimum	to	protect	its	borders,	Germany's	army	was	now	comparable	to	that	of	Greece,	in	other	words,	no	threat	at	all	to	Britain,	France,	or	any	other	major	power.	The	League	of	Nations	The	idea	of	an	international	body	that	could	somehow	guarantee	that	future
territorial	and	other	disputes	between	countries	did	not	lead	to	all-out	war	was	promoted	above	all	by	Woodrow	Wilson.	The	US	president	had	come	up	with	14	points	for	a	new	world	back	in	1918.	The	president	identified	certain	causes	of	the	war	he	wanted	never	to	replicate:	self-interested	and	secretive	diplomacy,	the	repression	of	minority	groups
within	empires	and	larger	states,	and	autocratic	regimes	ignoring	their	own	people's	wishes.	A	new	international	organization	was	required	that	would	eradicate	these	three	diseases	of	world	diplomacy	and	champion	instead	democracy,	self-determination,	and	openness	(although	his	emphasis	on	self-determination	clearly	did	not	apply	to	WWI's
losers).	This	bright	new	beacon	of	hope	was	to	be	called	the	League	of	Nations.	Unfortunately,	any	chances	of	the	League	having	any	real	power	against	errant	nations	were	severely	curtailed	when,	due	to	domestic	isolationist	politics,	the	United	States,	the	most	powerful	country	in	the	world,	decided	not	to	become	a	member.	Who	was	in	and	who
was	out	became	a	defining	feature	of	the	League.	Germany	only	joined	in	1926	and	left	again	in	1933.	Not	coincidentally,	the	USSR	saw	fit	to	join	the	year	after.	Italy	and	Japan,	both	pursuing	an	aggressive	imperialistic	foreign	policy,	challenged	the	League	into	action	in	the	interwar	years,	and	none	was	forthcoming,	at	least	of	any	importance.	The
lack	of	reaction	from	the	League	to	international	aggression	was	duly	noted	by	Hitler.	League	of	Nations	Cartoon	The	League	did	achieve	some	progress	in	promoting	welfare	and	established	the	usefulness	of	a	debating	chamber	for	non-military	international	issues	of	all	kinds,	and	so	it	was,	despite	its	difficulties,	a	forerunner	of	today's	United
Nations.	Impact	&	Assessment	The	Versailles	settlement	left	an	imbalance	in	power	across	Europe.	Unlike	so	many	treaties	after	so	many	other	wars,	Germany	as	a	losing	country	was	still	"geographically	and	economically	largely	intact	and	preserved	her	political	unity	and	her	potential	strength	as	a	great	nation"	(Shirer,	58).	The	treaty,	and	other
similar	ones,	had	established	nine	new	countries	in	Eastern	Europe,	and	this	was	a	recipe	for	instability	since	all	of	them	disputed	their	borders,	and	many	contained	large	minority	groups	who	claimed	to	be	part	of	another	country.	Germany,	Italy,	and	the	USSR,	when	once	powerful	again,	looked	upon	these	fledgling	states	with	imperialist	envy.	Italy
had	been	largely	ignored	at	the	Paris	conference	despite	ending	on	the	winning	side.	Italian	ambitions	to	control	the	port	of	Fiume	were	dashed	at	Versailles	causing	lasting	resentment	(the	Italian	delegation	walked	out	of	the	conference	over	the	issue).	Fiume	became	a	point	of	national	honour	that	the	fascist	leader	Benito	Mussolini	(1883-1945)
used	to	further	his	grip	on	power	in	1922.	Sign	up	for	our	free	weekly	email	newsletter!	In	Germany,	the	resentment	was	immediate	and	enduring.	People,	and	not	just	those	of	the	far-right,	protested	in	the	streets.	The	treaty	was	widely	called	a	'dictated	peace'	in	the	press,	and	the	signatories	of	the	treaty	were	immediately	branded	'the	criminals	of
1919',	including	the	German	representatives.	The	new	German	President	Friedrich	Ebert	(1871-1925)	described	the	terms	as	"unrealisable	and	unbearable"	(McDonough,	2012,	7).	This	resentment	was	fuelled	by	the	myth	that	the	German	people	had	been	let	down	in	WWI	by	the	high	command	of	their	army	which	had	'stabbed	them	in	the	back',
otherwise,	they	might	have	won	the	war,	many	thought.	In	addition,	the	treaty	was	not	what	people	had	thought	Woodrow	Wilson	and	his	overtures	of	self-determination	would	permit	to	happen.	Consequently,	the	terms	of	the	Treaty	of	Versailles	came	as	a	great	shock	to	many	ordinary	Germans.	Adulation	of	Hitler,	Bad	Godesberg	The	ills	of	the	new
German	state,	the	Weimar	Republic	(1918-33),	were	repeatedly	blamed	on	the	treaty,	a	millstone	around	the	neck	of	Germany	that	obstructed	any	chances	of	growth	and	prosperity.	Various	German	chancellors	tried	to	weaken	the	terms	of	the	treaty.	Adolf	Hitler	persistently	stoked	up	nationalist	feelings	using	the	treaty.	In	his	book	Mein	Kampf,
published	in	1925,	Hitler	had	the	abolition	of	the	Treaty	of	Versailles	as	the	number	one	point	in	his	list	of	foreign	policy	objectives	when	he	achieved	his	dream	of	becoming	leader	of	Germany.	In	speeches	and	interviews	to	the	foreign	press	Hitler	variously	described	the	treaty	as	an	"instrument	of	boundless	repression"	(McDonough,	65)	and	"the
penitentiary	of	Versailles"	(Range,	195).	The	inglorious	humiliation	of	the	Treaty	of	Versailles	was	one	of	several	reasons	why	the	Nazis	gained	popularity	and	were	able	to	legitimately	take	power	in	Germany	from	1933.	Hitler	formally	repudiated	the	treaty	in	March	1935,	although	he	had	already	been	breaking	the	limitation	rules	about	armed	forces
and	armaments	for	some	time.	Hitler	was	then	particularly	keen	to	get	back	the	lost	German	territories	and	so	he	started	a	cycle	of	land-grabs	until	the	invasion	of	Poland	in	1939	led	to	WWII	breaking	out	on	3	September.	Hindsight	is	a	wonderful	thing,	but	one	British	delegate	who	had	been	at	the	Paris	Peace	Conference,	writing	in	1939,	was	not
alone	in	recognising	that	the	terms	of	the	Treaty	of	Versailles	had	been,	in	the	end,	highly	counterproductive:	The	historian,	with	every	justification,	will	come	to	the	conclusion	that	we	were	very	stupid	men.	I	think	we	werethe	treaties	imposed	were	neither	just	nor	wiseWe	had	accepted	a	system	for	others	which,	when	it	came	to	practice,	we	should
refuse	to	apply	to	ourselves.	(McDonough)	The	world	was	not	helped	by	the	Great	Depression	of	1929	and	the	consequent	dramatic	economic	and	social	problems,	which	put	great	stress	on	traditional	political	institutions	everywhere.	In	light	of	these	events,	the	weaknesses	of	the	Treaty	of	Versailles,	which	might	otherwise	not	have	been	so	serious,
began	to	fracture	Europe	once	again.	Some	historians	have	pointed	out,	too,	that	rather	than	the	treaty	itself,	it	was	the	lack	of	unity	amongst	the	victors	of	WWI	and	their	distinct	unwillingness	to	enforce	its	terms	that	caused	the	international	crises	of	the	1930s.	One	way	or	another,	though,	the	Treaty	of	Versailles	was	certainly	a	significant
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