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4.	What	do	you	like	to	eat?			5.	Would	you	take	a	trip	to	outer	space?			6.	What’s	your	favorite	cartoon?	7.	Do	you	play	any	sports?			8.	What’s	your	drink	of	choice?			9.	Is	there	any	movie	actor	you	just	can’t	stand?	10.	Do	you	go	for	stability	or	uncertainty?			11.	How	often	do	you	go	to	restaurants?			12.	What	are	the	hobbies	you	never	found	time	for
thus	far?	13.	What’s	your	take	on	all	the	superhero	movies	that	became	so	popular	lately?			14.	If	you	could	magically	learn	one	language,	which	one	would	you	pick?			15.	What’s	a	movie	that	everyone	seems	to	love	which	is	just	whatever	for	you?	16.	Do	you	think	video	game	tournaments	stand	any	chance	of	becoming	as	popular	as,	say,	football?		
17.	Are	you	more	of	a	doer	or	a	thinker?			18.	Generally	speaking,	hot	or	cold	beverages?	19.	Do	you	ever	speak	in	movie	quotes?			20.	iPhone	or	Android?			21.	Would	you	like	to	own	a	business	someday?	22.	Can	you	stand	watching	cheesy	movies?			23.	Are	you	into	collecting?			24.	Sweet	or	savory?	A	recommendation	If	you	want	to	improve	your
social	skills,	self-confidence,	and	ability	to	bond,	take	our	1-minute	quiz.	You	get	100%	free	personalized	tips	based	on	your	results.	Start	the	quiz	25.	Do	you	watch	TV,	Youtube,	or	other	video	sites?			26.	Do	you	believe	in	horoscopes?			27.	Are	you	into	the	meme	culture?	28.	Do	you	have	any	siblings?			29.	What	do	you	think	about	really	old	movies
and	TV	shows,	stuff	that	might	be	considered	a	bit	cheesy	nowadays?	You	might	also	be	interested	in	our	complete	list	with	good	small	talk	questions	or	our	guide	on	how	to	make	small	talk.	Personal	questions	to	ask	to	get	to	know	someone	1.	Do	you	often	daydream	or	fantasize	about	something?			2.	What	extracurriculars	did	you	take	in	school?			3.
Which	movie	would	you	say	resembles	your	life	the	most?	4.	Do	you	ever	get	deja	vu?			5.	What	kind	of	toys	did	you	like	as	a	kid?			6.	Do	you	vote?	7.	Are	you	careful	about	the	type	of	media	you	pay	attention	to?			8.	Have	you	ever	successfully	given	up	a	bad	habit?			9.	Would	you	call	yourself	a	mindful	person?	10.	Did	you	get	a	job	in	your	field	after
you’ve	graduated?			11.	Did	you	have	an	imaginary	friend	as	a	kid?			12.	Do	you	ever	think	of	pursuing	a	new	career	path?	13.	What	would	you	do	to	pass	time	if	you	were	shut	inside	a	small	cabin,	alone	for	3	months,	high	up	in	the	mountains?			14.	Did	your	family	have	money	when	you	were	growing	up?			15.	Is	it	easy	for	you	not	to	take	sides	in
family	arguments?	16.	What	do	you	think	about	reality	TV?			17.	Do	you	like	celebrating	your	birthday?			18.	What	was	your	favorite	game	as	a	kid?	19.	Do	you	care	how	you’re	going	to	be	buried?			20.	Do	you	keep	in	contact	with	your	schoolmates?			21.	What	portion	of	a	billion	dollars	would	you	give	to	charity?	22.	Did	you	do	well	in	school?			23.
Have	you	ever	stolen	from	a	supermarket?			24.	Do	you	enjoy	the	thrill	of	gambling?	25.	What’s	your	guilty	pleasure	food?			26.	How	much	time	can	you	spend	bathing?			27.	What	was	your	favorite	subject	in	school?	Take	this	quiz	and	see	how	you	can	improve	your	social	life	Take	this	quiz	and	get	a	custom	report	based	on	your	unique	personality	and
goals.	Start	improving	your	confidence,	your	conversation	skills,	or	your	ability	to	bond	-	in	less	than	an	hour.	Start	the	quiz.	28.	What’s	the	most	dangerous	situation	you’ve	willingly	put	yourself	into?			29.	Do	you	actively	seek	comfort	in	life?			30.	Would	you	own	a	gun	if	it	was	legal	in	your	country?	Deep	questions	to	ask	to	get	to	know	someone
better	1.	What’s	your	definition	of	love?			2.	Do	you	actively	try	to	avoid	negative	experiences	in	life?			3.	What	stops	you	from	being	happier?	4.	Could	you	kill	to	save	your	own	life?			5.	Do	you	believe	in	a	bright	future	for	humanity?			6.	Do	you	have	a	purpose	guiding	you	through	life?	7.	Do	you	often	go	against	yourself?			8.	Have	you	ever	went	truly
berserk?			9.	Do	you	ever	think	about	humans	going	extinct?	10.	Would	you	be	afraid	of	seeing	a	psychologist?			11.	Do	you	think	violent	entertainment	causes	or	prevents	real	violence?			12.	Were	you	ever	tempted	to	consciously	choose	evil	over	good?	13.	Have	you	ever	seriously	considered	dropping	everything	and	living	a	simpler	life,	away	from
everything?			14.	Do	you	have	an	“unfinished”	relationship	with	anyone?			15.	Would	you	ever	date	someone	with	a	face	tattoo?	16.	What	do	you	think	about	advertisements	that	target	kids?			17.	Are	there	any	people	you’d	give	up	your	kidney	for?			18.	What’s	one	thing	you’d	change	about	yourself?	What	type	of	social	overthinker	are	you?	Take	this
quiz	and	get	a	custom	report	based	on	your	unique	personality	and	goals.	Start	improving	your	confidence,	your	conversation	skills,	or	your	ability	to	bond	-	in	less	than	an	hour.	Start	the	quiz.	19.	Are	you	often	guilty	of	not	following	your	own	beliefs?			20.	If	you	had	a	year	left	to	live,	what	would	you	do?			21.	What’s	the	evilest	thing	you	have	ever
witnessed?	22.	What	do	you	think	about	vegan	activism?			23.	What’s	the	biggest	personality	change	you’ve	undergone?			24.	Would	you	steal	or	beg	for	food	if	you	were	homeless	with	no	money,	and	working	was	not	an	option	for	some	reason?	25.	Are	you	concerned	by	the	thought	of	being	spied	on	by	a	government	or	a	corporate	entity?			26.	Do	you
think	death	will	come	easily?			27.	What	do	you	think	about	romanticizing	crime	and	debauchery	in	media?	28.	What	would	you	do	if	you	realized	you	have	a	relationship	with	a	destructive	person?			29.	Do	you	think	any	real	value	can	be	extracted	from	shock	entertainment	such	as	horror	films?	You	might	also	be	interested	in	our	guide	on	how	to	have
deep	conversations.	Best	questions	to	ask	a	guy	to	get	to	know	him	While	most	questions	in	this	guide	are	great	to	get	to	know	a	guy,	here	are	some	questions	that	are	more	geared	toward	male	identity	and	gender.	1.	Would	you	want	to	be	present	at	your	child’s	birth?			2.	What’s	the	best	birthday	gift	you	ever	got?			3.	What	makes	a	man?	4.	Would
you	date	someone	who	had	plastic	surgery?			5.	What	do	you	think	of	romantic	comedies?			6.	Would	you	prefer	a	son	or	a	daughter?	7.	When	you	were	a	child,	did	you	like	your	dad	or	your	mom	more?			8.	Do	you	think	you’d	be	a	good	dad?			9.	How	do	you	feel	about	beards?	10.	Do	girls	have	it	easier	than	guys?			11.	What	would	you	do	if	your	kid
came	home	drunk?			12.	Have	you	ever	been	in	a	fight?	13.	How	do	you	feel	after	an	argument?			14.	What’s	the	craziest	thing	you	did	on	a	dare?			15.	How	old	were	you	when	you	first	felt	like	a	man?	Are	you	unsure	if	a	guy	likes	you	or	not?	Click	here	to	learn	several	signs	that	tell	you	how	he	feels	about	you.	Best	questions	to	ask	a	girl	to	get	to	know
her	Here	are	some	questions	specifically	geared	toward	female	identity	and	gender.	1.	What	do	you	look	for	in	a	relationship?			2.	What	would	you	think	if	a	guy	spent	more	time	on	his	looks	than	you?			3.	What	are	your	dreams	for	the	future?	A	recommendation	If	you	want	to	improve	your	social	skills,	self-confidence,	and	ability	to	connect	with
someone,	you	can	take	our	1-minute	quiz.	You’ll	get	a	100%	free	custom	report	with	the	areas	you	need	to	improve.		Start	the	quiz.	4.	What	do	you	think	about	guys	with	long	hair?			5.	Did	you	ever	cheat	on	exams?			6.	Did	you	have	many	guy	friends	in	school?	7.	What	does	it	mean	to	be	a	woman	to	you?			8.	Would	you	consider	yourself	a	feminist?			9.
Who	is	your	favorite	relative?	10.	What’s	the	most	“manly”	thing	about	you?			11.	Do	you	think	a	man	should	be	the	provider	in	a	family?			12.	How	does	the	idea	of	giving	birth	sound	to	you?	13.	Could	you	ever	shave	your	head?			14.	Do	you	have	a	diary?	I	also	recommend	my	guide	on	how	to	talk	to	a	girl	to	catch	her	interest.	Fun	questions	to	ask	to
get	to	know	someone	These	questions	are	great	when	you	want	to	start	a	fun	conversation	or	just	have	a	quick	laugh	together.	Fun	questions	to	get	to	know	someone	works	great	both	1-on-1	and	in	casual	group	situations	like	at	a	party	or	when	you’re	hanging	out	with	friends.	1.	Do	you	have	a	favorite	movie	franchise?			2.	Do	fish	have	dreams?			3.
What	if	all	humans	lived	underwater?	4.	Big	mugs	or	small	cups?			5.	What’s	your	craziest	party	story?			6.	What’s	the	worst	pizza	topping?	7.	What	kind	of	stage	name	would	you	use?			8.	If	you	lived	in	a	film	universe,	which	one	would	you	choose?			9.	Scratching	pimples	–	yes	or	no?	10.	What’s	the	worst	movie	you’ve	ever	seen?			11.	Do	you	ever	brew
a	coffee	with	no	intention	of	drinking	it	and	just	let	it	sit	there,	being	hot	and	smelling	good?			12.	Did	you	ever	feel	like	you’d	be	best	buddies	with	someone	famous	that	you	never	even	met?	13.	If	you	had	to	be	eaten	by	an	animal,	which	one	would	it	be?			14.	Did	you	have	a	crush	on	any	of	your	school	teachers?			15.	What	would	you	call	your	own
restaurant	and	what	would	be	on	the	menu?	16.	Bacon:	soft	or	crispy?			17.	What’s	your	favorite	youtube	channel?			18.	If	out	of	nowhere	a	good-looking	stranger	suddenly	attempted	to	kiss	you	somewhere	out	on	the	streets,	what	wouldnyou	do?	19.	Do	you	wash	dishes	right	after	you	eat,	or	do	you	pile	them	up?			20.	Do	you	know	anyone	who	still
uses	an	old	brick	phone?			21.	What’s	the	biggest	meal	you	ever	had?	Break	free	from	social	awkwardness	Learn	how	to	stop	being	awkward	in	our	free	training.	Take	our	quiz	to	get	started.	Start	the	quiz.	22.	Do	you	know	that	feeling	when	one	of	your	favorite	products	at	the	supermarket	changes	flavor,	ingredients,	packaging,	and	it’s	just	never	the
same?			23.	What’s	the	worst	joke	you	know?			24.	What’s	one	thing	you	know	that	I	definitely	don’t?	25.	What’s	the	most	ridiculous	thing	you	secretly	believed	at	some	point?			26.	Do	you	know	any	movie	sequels	that	are	better	than	the	original	one?			27.	Did	you	ever	have	a	recurring	dream?	28.	If	you	ever	wrote	a	book,	what	genre	would	it	be?			29.
Which	one	of	the	popular	conspiracy	theories	do	you	think	makes	the	most	sense?	You	might	also	like	this	list	of	fun	questions	that	work	for	many	other	situations.	Philosophical	questions	to	ask	to	get	to	know	someone	1.	If	our	world	was	a	simulation,	would	you	prefer	to	know?			2.	Is	there	good	and	evil?			3.	Why	do	people	binge	on	stuff?	4.	What
would	the	world	be	like	without	alcohol?			5.	Are	some	people	inherently	bad?			6.	What	is	true	patriotism?	7.	Do	the	ends	always	justify	the	means?			8.	Does	censorship	solve	the	problem	it’s	trying	to	solve?			9.	What	do	you	think	about	the	world’s	cultures	homogenizing?	10.	Is	there	anything	that’s	legal	today	that	should	be	criminalized?			11.	What
do	you	think	about	giving	money	to	panhandlers?			12.	If	humans	ever	reached	immortality,	how	do	you	think	they	would	view	us,	their	mortal	predecessors?	13.	Do	you	think	the	older	generation	has	missed	out	on	not	having	social	media?			14.	What	do	you	think	pushes	people	towards	extreme	body	modification?			15.	What	do	you	think	of	a
policeman	doing	something	illegal	for	the	sake	of	arresting	a	known	criminal?	16.	Would	you	like	to	experience	something	that	no	one	else	ever	has,	no	matter	how	dangerous?			17.	What’s	the	difference	between	a	religion	and	a	cult?			18.	Is	the	convenience	and	safety	of	civilization	worth	the	pollution	that	it	causes?	19.	Would	you	like	to	be
absolutely	perfect	in	every	way	possible?			20.	Beyond	the	body	and	the	mind,	do	you	think	that	the	soul	can	be	damaged?			21.	Do	you	think	that	judging	people	based	on	their	looks	makes	sense?	22.	How	do	you	draw	a	line	between	discussing	and	gossiping?			23.	Can	a	person	truly	appreciate	a	good	life	without	going	through	something	horrific
first?			24.	First	and	foremost,	is	a	dog	a	friend	or	a	possession?	25.	If	many	of	our	momentary	impulses	lead	us	to	bad	places,	why	do	they	even	exist?			26.	If	everything	would	be	predestined,	is	there	any	point	in	trying?			27.	How	do	you	think	life	would	be	right	now	if	World	War	2	was	won	by	the	other	side?	Double	your	social	confidence	in	5
minutes	If	you	want	to	improve	your	social	skills,	self-confidence,	and	ability	to	connect	with	someone,	you	can	take	our	1-minute	quiz.	You’ll	get	a	100%	free	custom	report	with	the	areas	you	need	to	improve.		Start	the	quiz.	Best	questions	to	get	to	know	a	friend	1.	What’s	your	dream	job?			2.	Do	you	often	get	deja	vu?			3.	What’s	more	important	than
work?	4.	What	was	your	biggest	addiction	in	life?			5.	Paper,	e-books,	or	audio?			6.	Do	you	plan	far	ahead?	7.	Do	you	ever	think	about	retirement	and	getting	older?			8.	Were	you	afraid	of	going	to	the	dentist	as	a	kid?			9.	Which	song	would	be	like	a	window	into	your	soul?	10.	How’s	your	health?			11.	What	was	the	most	intense	physical	pain	you’ve
ever	experienced?			12.	Is	there	any	religion	that	appeals	to	you	which	you’re	not	a	part	of?	13.	What’s	your	focus	in	life	right	now?			14.	When	was	the	last	time	you	created	something	just	for	the	fun	of	it?			15.	Do	you	have	any	memories	from	kindergarten?	16.	Have	you	ever	wanted	to	hop	on	a	random	train	and	see	where	it	gets	you?			17.	As	a	kid,
were	you	ever	punished	for	doing	exactly	as	you	were	told	to?			18.	If	someone	you	knew	had	a	hygiene	problem,	how	would	you	tell	them?	19.	Do	you	mind	moving	between	apartments	often?			20.	Is	there	anything	besides	your	phone	that	you	always	carry	with	you?			21.	Do	you	think	the	music	you	listen	to	affects	you	on	a	subconscious	level?	22.
What’s	the	longest	book	you	ever	read?			23.	Do	you	like	carrying	cash?			24.	Do	you	think	that	inspiration	plays	an	important	role	in	your	line	of	work?	25.	What’s	the	most	useful	thing	you	learned	at	school?	You	might	also	be	interested	in	our	list	of	210	questions	to	ask	friends.	Best	questions	to	get	to	know	your	best	friend	These	questions	are	for
someone	you	can	ask	almost	anything,	whether	it’s	weird,	deep,	or	personal.	This	will	help	you	to	get	to	know	your	best	friend	better.	1.	Why	do	you	think	we	are	friends?			2.	Do	you	know	of	any	schoolmates	that	went	to	prison?			3.	Is	there	anything	wrong	with	our	relationship?	4.	What	was	your	first	love	like?			5.	How	was	your	relationship	with	your
siblings	when	you	were	young?			6.	Were	you	ever	betrayed	by	a	friend?	7.	Do	you	like	using	public	transport?			8.	How	do	you	see	me?			9.	Do	you	often	call	your	parents?	Double	your	social	confidence	in	5	minutes	If	you	want	to	improve	your	social	skills,	self-confidence,	and	ability	to	connect	with	someone,	you	can	take	our	1-minute	quiz.	You’ll	get	a
100%	free	custom	report	with	the	areas	you	need	to	improve.		Start	the	quiz	10.	Did	you	ever	bully	anyone	in	school?			11.	If	you	had	kids,	what	would	you	do	differently	from	what	your	parents	did?			12.	Who	do	you	think	was	the	true	villain	in	Breaking	Bad	(or	some	other	tv-series/movie)?	13.	How	did	you	come	to	love	this	genre	of	music	so	much,
what’s	your	story?			14.	Is	there	anything	in	my	behavior	that	annoys	you	regularly?			15.	What’s	the	most	useful	thing	you’ve	learned	from	your	parents?	16.	Which	traditions	of	other	cultures	would	you	like	to	be	more	prominent	in	your	own	country?			17.	Did	you	ever	suspect	you	were	adopted?			18.	How	do	you	go	about	making	friends	with
someone?	19.	Do	you	ever	think	in	abstractions?			20.	Could	you	share	a	room	with	me	for	a	year?			21.	Do	you	ever	feel	like	you’re	playing	a	character	because	of	the	clothes	you’re	wearing?	Consider	online	therapy	Online	therapy	allows	you	to	speak	to	a	licensed	therapist	in	the	comfort	of	your	home.	BetterHelp	offers	support	via	phone	or	video	at
$64	per	week.	Use	the	link	below	to	get	20%	off	your	first	month	at	BetterHelp	+	a	$50	coupon	valid	for	any	SocialSelf	course.	To	receive	your	$50	SocialSelf	coupon,	sign	up	for	BetterHelp	using	the	link	below.	Email	the	order	confirmation	to	SocialSelf	to	get	your	unique	coupon	code.	Click	here	to	learn	more	22.	Do	you	like	your	mom’s	cooking?		
23.	When	it	came	to	choosing	a	career	path,	did	you	consider	the	jobs	you	dreamt	of	as	a	kid?			24.	What	disappoints	you?	Do	you	need	personal	advice?	Describe	your	situation	in	the	comments	below.	The	more	detailed	you	are,	the	better	chance	you	have	of	receiving	a	reply.	You	might	also	want	to	improve	your	self-awareness	and	self-knowledge	by
asking	some	deep	questions	to	yourself.	Free	training:	Conversation	skills	for	overthinkers	Use	"conversational	threading"	to	avoid	awkward	silence	Learn	a	proven	technique	to	get	past	empty	small	talk	Improve	socially	without	doing	weird	out-of-your-comfort-zone	stunts.	Instantly	beat	self-consciousness	with	the	"OFC-method"	See	how	you	can	go
"from	boring	to	bonding"	in	less	than	7	words.	Start	my	free	training	Go	to	Comments	(4)	You	know	that	beautiful	feeling	when	you	meet	someone	new	and	everything	just	clicks?	The	conversation	flows,	everything	feels	easy,	and	before	you	know	it,	and	hours	pass	without	either	of	you	realizing	it.	Sadly,	though,	that's	not	always	how	it	goes:
Sometimes,	try	as	you	might,	you	just	can't	get	the	other	person	talking.	Luckily,	there	are	a	few	expert-approved	tricks	that'll	help	you	get	on	your	conversation	A-game.	"When	initially	meeting	someone,	it's	important	to	be	inviting	and	warm	so	that	the	other	person	can	initially	feel	comfortable	talking	with	you,"	says	Tamekis	Williams,	LCSW,	the
founder	of	Mission	Dorothy	Female	Empowerment	Services.	As	you	start	chatting,	avoid	any	"yes"	or	"no"	questions	and	aim	for	the	open-ended	ones	instead,	she	adds.	"Topics	that	get	at	the	other	person's	inner	world—their	thoughts,	goals,	and	dreams—will	strengthen	and	increase	bonding	between	two	people,"	says	Terri	Orbuch,	PhD,	a
relationship	expert,	therapist,	and	author	of	5	Simple	Steps	to	Take	Your	Marriage	from	Good	to	Great.	"Sharing	personal	information	strengthens	any	relationship,	and	deeper	questions	focus	on	that	personal	self-disclosure."	Still,	you	want	to	be	mindful	of	your	approach	and	choose	questions	that	don't	feel	critical	or	like	an	invasion	of	privacy,	says
Williams.	Depending	on	the	person,	for	example,	it	might	feel	safer	to	avoid	questions	about	political	and	religious	beliefs.	Remember,	you're	just	trying	to	get	to	know	them,	so	you	can	save	all	those	heavy	hitters	for	another	time	(maybe).To	get	someone	else	to	open	up,	it	can	also	be	an	effective	strategy	to	take	the	lead	in	getting	a	little	vulnerable.
"You	can	get	the	answers	[you're	looking	for]	by	sometimes	answering	those	questions	yourself	while	sharing	about	you,"	says	Williams.	"An	example	would	look	like:	'I	just	moved	to	Georgia	last	year	and	found	a	beautiful	community	that	I	fell	in	love	with	and	purchased	a	home.	What	about	you,	do	you	love	where	you	live?'"	Another	option:	Make	it	a
game.	This	can	help	take	the	pressure	off	both	the	asker	and	answerer	because	it	reminds	everyone	that	the	goal	is	simply	to	have	fun.We're	Not	Really	Strangers	Card	GameIf	you're	ready	to	jump	into	quiz	mode,	but	don't	know	where	to	start,	try	these	260	not-boring	questions	to	get	to	know	someone	better:	Likes"Asking	someone	about	their
preferences	helps	you	to	understand	who	they	are	as	a	person,"	says	Rebecca	Hendrix,	LMFT,	a	therapist	in	New	York.	The	important	thing	here	is	to	go	deeper	by	asking	follow-up	questions.	For	example,	"If	you	find	out	they	like	dogs,	take	it	a	bit	deeper	by	asking	them	what	they	like	most	about	their	dog	or	their	favorite	breed,"	Hendrix
explains."Commonalities	often	open	the	door	for	further	conversation	and,	once	that	door	is	open,	you	can	start	a	dialogue	that	allows	the	other	person	to	elaborate	and	not	give	close-ended	answers,"	Williams	adds.	Some	other	ideas:1.	What’s	your	favorite	way	to	spend	a	day	off?	2.	What	type	of	music	are	you	into?	3.	What	was	the	best	vacation	you
ever	took	and	why?	4.	Where’s	the	next	place	on	your	travel	bucket	list	and	why?	5.	What	are	your	hobbies,	and	how	did	you	get	into	them?	6.	What	was	your	favorite	age	growing	up?	7.	What	was	the	last	thing	you	read?	8.	Would	you	say	you’re	more	of	an	extrovert	or	an	introvert?	10.	What	was	the	last	TV	show	you	binge-watched?	11.	Are	you	into
podcasts	or	do	you	only	listen	to	music?	12.	Do	you	have	a	favorite	holiday?	Why	or	why	not?13.	If	you	could	only	eat	one	food	for	the	rest	of	your	life,	what	would	it	be?14.	Do	you	like	going	to	the	movies	or	prefer	watching	at	home?	15.	What’s	your	comfort	movie	or	show?	16.	How	old	were	you	when	you	had	your	first	celebrity	crush,	and	who	was
it?17.	What's	one	thing	that	can	instantly	make	your	day	better?18.	Do	you	have	any	pet	peeves?	19.	Which	meal	is	your	favorite:	breakfast,	lunch,	or	dinner?20.	What	song	always	gets	you	out	on	the	dance	floor?	21.	What	activity	instantly	calms	you?22.	Ideally,	how	would	you	spend	your	birthday?23.	What	do	you	do	on	your	commute	to/from	work?
24.	What's	your	favorite	season	and	why?	25.	What's	the	app	you	use	most?26.	Would	you	rather	cook	or	order	in?	27.	What's	your	favorite	board	game?28.	How	do	you	take	your	coffee?	29	What's	your	most	prized	possession	and	why?	30.	What	would	be	the	first	thing	you'd	do	if	you	won	the	lottery?	31.	How	do	you	enjoy	spending	your	alone	time?
32.	What’s	the	best	concert	you’ve	ever	been	to?	33.	What	is	your	favorite	type	of	exercise?	34.	What	causes	are	you	passionate	about?	35.	What’s	your	favorite	content	genre	(horror,	sci-fi,	rom-com,	etc.)?36.	What’s	an	essential	part	of	your	daily	routine?	37.	What’s	the	worst	gift	you’ve	ever	received,	and	what	did	you	do	about	it?38.	Who	or	what
never	fails	to	make	you	laugh?39.	Do	you	like	group	activities,	or	prefer	doing	things	solo?40.	What's	your	ideal	first	date?41.	What	would	your	perfect	day	look	like?42.	Do	you	collect	anything?43.	What's	the	best	gift	you've	ever	received,	and	why?44.	What	would	your	perfect	meal	look	like?45.	What's	your	favorite	podcast?CareerNo	matter	how	a
person	feels	about	their	job,	the	fact	is,	tons	of	people	spend	a	lot	of	time	and	energy	at	work.	To	help	you	get	to	know	someone	better,	"facilitate	a	conversation	where	you	are	left	knowing	how	they	feel	about	their	career,"	Hendrix	says.	Just	prepare	yourself	to	return	that	openness	when	they	ask	the	same	of	you	and	your	work	life.	"Initial
conversations	set	the	tone	for	if	the	person	wants	to	continue	to	get	to	know	you,	so	be	ready	to	answer	some	questions	as	well,"	Williams	says.	Try	out	these	convo-starters:	46.	Is	there	one	job	you’d	never	ever	do?	47.	What’s	the	first	thing	you	do	after	getting	home	from	work?	48.	Who	or	what	inspires	you	in	your	career?49.	How	do	you	approach
taking	time	off	from	work?	50.	What’s	something	an	outsider	wouldn’t	know	about	your	industry?51.	Do	you	have	a	morning	routine	at	work?	If	so,	what	it’s	like?	52.	Are	you	able	to	work	from	home,	and	if	so,	do	you	enjoy	it?53.	Do	you	get	along	with	all	your	coworkers?54.	What’s	your	favorite	thing	about	your	current	job?	55.	What	annoys	you	the
most	about	your	job?	56.	What’s	the	career	highlight	you’re	most	proud	of?	57.	What	type	of	role	do	you	want	to	take	on	after	this	one?	58.	Are	you	more	of	a	"work	to	live"	or	a	"live	to	work"	type	of	person?	59.	Does	your	job	make	you	feel	happy	and	fulfilled?	Why	or	why	not?	60.	How	would	your	10-year-old	self	react	to	what	you	do	now?61.	What	do
you	remember	most	about	your	first	job?	62.	How	old	were	you	when	you	started	working?	63.	What’s	the	worst	job	you’ve	ever	had?	64.	What	originally	got	you	interested	in	your	current	field	of	work?	66.	Have	you	ever	had	a	side	hustle	or	considered	having	one?	67.	What’s	the	best	career	decision	you’ve	ever	made?	68.	What’s	the	worst	career
decision	you’ve	ever	made?69.	Do	you	consider	yourself	good	at	networking?	70.	What	career	advice	would	you	give	to	your	younger	self?	71.	Do	you	believe	in	having	a	"five-year	plan"?	72.	When	will	you	know	you've	"made	it"?	73.	Are	you	looking	forward	to	retiring,	or	do	you	plan	to	work	as	long	as	possible?	74.	Have	you	ever	had	imposter
syndrome?	75.	What	qualities	do	you	look	for	in	a	boss?	76.	Do	you	have	a	professional	mentor?	If	not,	do	you	want	one?	77.	What	energizes	you	about	your	career?	78.	Are	you	into	after-work	happy	hours?	‘Why	I	Quit	My	Job	After	A	BLM	Protest’79.	How	do	you	motivate	yourself	in	your	career?	80.	When	you	started	your	current	job,	what	most
surprised	you?	81.	How	do	you	pick	yourself	back	up	after	making	a	mistake	at	work?	82.	How	do	you	deal	with	work	stress?	83.	What's	one	work-related	thing	you	want	to	accomplish	in	the	next	year?84.	Who	has	had	the	biggest	impact	on	your	career	choice?	85.	What	does	your	family	think	of	your	career?	86.	If	you	could	do	it	all	over	again,	would
you	pursue	the	same	career?	Why	or	why	not?87.	Does	your	work	routine	vary,	or	does	it	look	the	same	every	day/week?88.	What	do	you	typically	wear	to	work?89.	Have	you	ever	had	to	relocate	for	work?90.	Would	you	ever	relocate	for	work,	if	you	were	asked	to?91.	Have	you	ever	been	on	a	cool	business	trip?92.	How	do	you	handle	career	setbacks?
FamilyA	great	way	to	get	to	know	someone	on	a	more	personal	level?	Learn	about	the	people	they	love.	"Asking	questions	about	close	relationships	can	lead	to	stories,	and	sharing	stories	leads	to	connection	and	an	experience	of	being	seen	by	one	another,"	Hendrix	explains.	Try:93.	How	much	time	do	you	spend	with	your	family?94.	Who	do	you	most
like	spending	time	with	and	why?	95.	Which	family	member	makes	the	best	food?96.	How	has	your	opinion	of	your	family	changed	over	the	years?	97.	If	you’re	close	with	your	family,	what’s	the	hardest	part	about	spending	time	away	from	them?	98.	Do	you	wish	you	had	a	bigger	family,	or	are	you	happy	with	its	current	size?99.	Which	family	member
has	had	the	greatest	impact	on	you?	100.	What’s	your	favorite	story	about	your	grandparents?101.	Have	you	ever	mapped	out	your	family	tree?102.	Were	you	close	with	your	family	growing	up?	103.	Who	in	your	family	makes	you	feel	the	safest?	104.	Do	you	want	a	family	of	your	own?	105.	If	you	could	change	your	relationship	with	a	family	member,
would	you?	If	so,	with	whom?	106.	What	was	it	like	growing	up	as	the	youngest/oldest/middle/only	child?	107.	What’s	your	favorite	family	memory?	108.	Do	you	ever	wish	you	were	raised	differently?	109.	What’s	the	best	piece	of	advice	a	family	member	has	given	you?	110.	Do	you	wish	you	had	more	siblings?	If	so,	why?	111.	Did	you	ever	hide
anything	from	or	lie	to	your	parents?	112.	What's	your	favorite	way	to	spend	time	with	your	family?	113.	How	do	you	show	your	family	you	love	them?	114.	What’s	your	favorite	family	tradition?	115.	What's	the	most	important	holiday	you	spend	with	your	family	and	why?	116.	What's	something	your	family	would	be	surprised	to	learn	about	you?	117.
Which	family	member	do	you	confide	in	most?	118.	How	do	you	deal	with	arguments	between	family	members?	119.	If	you	have	children,	how	do	you	want	to	raise	them?120.	What's	more	important:	family	or	friends?	121.	Do	you	have	any	friends	you	would	consider	family?	122.	What	physical	traits	do	you	share	with	your	relatives?	123.	What	stories
did	your	family	members	tell	you	growing	up?	124.	How	did	your	parents	(and/or	grandparents)	meet?	125.	What	makes	you	proud	of	your	family?	126.	What	can	always	bring	your	family	together?127.	Do	you	share	a	name	with	anyone	in	your	family?128.	What	activities	do	you	like	to	do	with	your	family	today?129.	What	activities	did	you	love	to	do
with	your	family	growing	up?130.	If	you're	married,	are	you	close	with	your	in-laws?131.	If	you're	adopted,	have	you	met	any	of	your	biological	relatives?132.	Would	you	rather	go	back	in	time	to	meet	your	ancestors,	or	travel	into	the	future	to	meet	your	descendants?Values"In	learning	about	someone’s	values,	you	are	learning	about	their	owner’s
manual,"	Hendrix	explains.	Even	seemingly	mundane	questions	can	get	at	a	person’s	values—like	what’s	motivating	them	to	do	well	on	a	presentation	or	what	they	look	for	in	an	S.O.	"By	learning	about	someone’s	life	philosophy,	you're	able	to	get	at	their	true	essence,	how	they	live	their	life,	and	what	drives	their	actions,"	Orbuch	adds.	That	said,	you
can't	just	ask,	"What	are	your	values?".	What	you	can	ask:133.	What	do	you	think	makes	someone	a	“good	person”?134.	Do	you	believe	in	love	at	first	sight?135.	How	do	you	show	kindness	to	others?	136.	Do	you	believe	in	soulmates?	Why	or	why	not?137.	What	do	you	look	for	in	a	friendship?	138.	Do	you	believe	time	you	enjoy	wasting	is	not	wasted
time?	139.	What	life	lessons	have	you	had	to	learn	the	hard	way?	140.	Do	you	believe	what	is	meant	for	you	will	never	miss	you?141.	Have	you	ever	experienced	true	love,	and	how	did	you	know?142.	What’s	a	relationship	deal	breaker	for	you?	143.	If	you	had	only	one	sense	(hearing,	touch,	sight,	etc.),	which	would	you	want?	144.	What	makes	you	feel
at	peace?	145.	What	makes	you	feel	most	accomplished?146.	Would	you	rather	make	more	money	doing	a	job	you	hate	or	less	doing	one	you	love?147.	Which	of	your	personality	traits	are	you	most	proud	of?	148.	What’s	the	first	thing	you	look	for	in	a	partner	and/or	friend?	300+	Questions	To	Ask	Your	S.O.	For	A	Strong	Bond	149.	Do	you	live	by	any
piece	of	advice	or	motto?	150.	How	can	someone	earn	your	trust?	151.	How	can	someone	lose	your	trust?	152.	Would	you	rather	someone	be	honest	and	hurt	your	feelings	or	lie	to	protect	them?	153.	If	you	could	snap	your	fingers	and	instantly	make	the	world	better,	what	would	you	do?	154.	Do	you	believe	in	astrology?	Why	or	why	not?	155.	Have
you	ever	lost	a	friend?	If	so,	what	happened?	156.	If	you	could	only	teach	one	thing	to	your	(future)	child,	what	would	it	be?	157.	What’s	the	scariest	thing	you’ve	ever	done,	and	why	did	you	do	it?	158.	Do	you	believe	in	second	chances?	159.	Where	do	you	get	your	news?	160.	What	is	your	biggest	irrational	fear?	161.	Are	you	active	on	social	media,	or
do	you	prefer	to	be	more	private?	162.	What	is	your	definition	of	success?163.	Are	you	an	organ	donor,	and	how	did	you	come	to	that	decision?	164.	Do	you	believe	you	should	do	one	thing	a	day	that	scares	you?	165.	What,	if	anything,	do	you	think	happens	after	death?	166.	What	line	should	someone	never	cross	with	you?	167.	How	do	you	define
beauty?	168.	Do	you	believe	in	life	on	other	planets?	169.	How	do	you	interact	with	someone	who	disagrees	with	you?	170.	What	does	self-care	look	like	for	you?171.	What's	your	love	language?172.	What's	one	thing	you	can't	live	without,	and	why?173.	How	would	you	describe	your	work	ethic?174.	Are	you	an	optimist	or	a	pessimist?175.	Are	you	an
introvert,	extrovert,	or	ambivert?Dreams"These	questions	get	at	what	the	person	is	motivated	by,"	says	Orbuch.	"What	gives	them	the	strength	to	wake	up	every	day	and	get	going?	What	do	they	dream	and	think	about	in	their	day?"	When	you	learn	about	someone’s	dreams,	you	share	something	more	intimate.	Jumpstart	a	deep	conversation	by	asking
this:	176.	Do	you	think	our	dreams	have	hidden	meanings?	177.	When	you	want	to	give	up,	what	keeps	you	going?	178.	Do	you	live	by	any	words	of	wisdom?	179.	How	do	you	turn	a	“no”	into	a	“yes”?	180.	Is	it	easy	for	you	to	accept	help	in	achieving	your	dreams?181.	If	you	could	do	anything,	besides	what	you're	doing	now,	what	would	you	do?	182.
What	do	you	regret	not	doing	in	the	last	year?	183.	What’s	on	your	bucket	list?	184.	If	you	had	unlimited	money	to	start	your	own	business,	what	would	it	be?	185.	If	you	found	out	today	was	your	last	day	on	Earth,	what	would	you	do?186.	If	you	could	live	anywhere	in	the	world,	where	would	it	be?	187.	If	you	could	relive	one	moment	in	your	life,
which	would	it	be?	188.	If	you	had	the	opportunity	to	be	immortal,	would	you	take	it?	189.	Which	famous	person	in	history	would	you	want	to	spend	the	day	with?	190.	If	you	could	time	travel,	when	and	where	would	you	go?	191.	Do	you	think	you'll	likely	accomplish	all	your	dreams?	192.	If	you	could	magically	become	famous,	would	you	want	to?	193.
A	genie	gives	you	three	wishes—what	are	they?194.	What's	your	highest	priority	in	life?195.	Is	there	anything	holding	you	back	from	living	your	ideal	life?196.	What	steps,	if	any,	are	you	taking	towards	your	dreams?197.	What	dreams	did	you	have	as	a	little	kid?198.	What's	one	thing	you	would	do	if	you	knew	you	couldn't	fail?199.	How	have	your
dreams	changed	over	time?	Unconventional	QuestionsSometimes	the	oddball	questions	allow	you	to	learn	the	most	interesting	things	about	a	person.	"Unusual	questions	allow	you	to	see	the	varied,	unique,	and	special	qualities	of	a	person—their	answers	give	you	personal	information	about	what	makes	them	tick,"	Orbuch	says.	"These	questions	also
typically	get	the	other	person	to	think	outside	box	and	really	ponder	something."	But	you	still	want	to	keep	things	PG,	says	Williams.	"Be	careful	with	asking	questions	of	a	sexual	nature	too	early,"	she	advises.	Same	goes	for	the	unconventional-for-a-reason	q's,	a.k.a.	anything	related	to	another	person's	finances,	but	especially	questions	about	child
support,	debt,	and	credit	score.Ask	these	~unconventional~	questions,	and	you'll	definitely	get	some	interesting	(in	a	good	way!)	answers:	200.	Do	you	believe	in	ghosts—why	or	why	not?	(Bonus	question:	If	so,	are	you	afraid	of	ghosts?)	201.	Do	you	have	any	special	skills?	202.	What’s	your	game	plan	in	a	zombie	apocalypse?203.	Can	you	write	in
cursive?	204.	If	you	could	live	in	a	movie,	which	one	would	it	be	and	why?205.	What’s	your	“dance	like	nobody’s	watching”	song?206.	Do	you	sing	in	the	shower?	207.	What's	your	go-to	karaoke	song?208.	How	many	hours	do	you	get	to	the	airport	before	a	flight?	209.	If	you	could	have	a	super	power,	what	would	it	be?	210.	If	you	came	back	in	your
next	life	as	an	animal,	what	animal	would	you	be?	211.	What	would	be	the	title	of	your	memoir?	212.	What’s	the	first	thing	you	do	in	the	morning?	213.	What’s	the	last	thing	you	do	at	night?	214.	Do	you	believe	in	any	fun	conspiracy	theories?	215.	What’s	your	idea	of	a	perfect	date	(yes,	of	the	calendar	year)?	216.	At	a	party,	where	can	someone	find
you?	217.	Do	you	wash	your	legs	in	the	shower?	218.	Who	would	play	you	in	the	movie	of	your	life?	219.	Do	you	have	any	allergies?	220.	Do	you	trust	your	own	memory?	Why	or	why	not?	221.	Which	fictional	character	do	you	relate	to	most?	222.	What,	if	anything,	would	make	you	walk	out	in	the	middle	of	a	movie?	223.	When	was	the	last	time	you
cried	and	why?	224.	What's	your	most	controversial	opinion	about	something	mundane?	225.	Do	you	"stan"	any	celebrities?	226.	What's	your	go-to	midnight	snack?	227.	What's	the	weirdest	thing	you	do	when	you're	alone?	228.	Do	you	have	any	recurring	dreams?	229.	What's	your	favorite	kind	of	museum	to	visit?230.	What's	your	opinion	on	modern
art?	231.	What's	the	most	ridiculous	outfit	you've	ever	worn?	232.	Would	you	rather	have	your	dishes	or	clothes	be	magically	clean?	233.	What's	your	favorite	story	about	yourself?	234.	If	you	could	change	anything	about	yourself,	would	you?	If	so,	what	and	why?	235.	Are	you	superstitious	about	anything?236.	What	does	your	fridge	typically	look	like?
237.	Do	you	like	to	make	plans	ahead	of	time,	or	do	things	more	spontaneously?238.	If	you	could	go	on	a	shopping	spree	anywhere,	where	would	it	be?239.	If	you	had	to	wear	just	one	color	for	the	rest	of	your	life,	what	would	it	be?240.	What's	your	prized	possession?241.	What's	the	weirdest	encounter	you've	had	with	a	celebrity?242.	What's	the
worst	haircut	you've	ever	had?243.	What's	your	favorite	smell?244.	Would	you	rather	be	a	superhero	or	a	villain?245.	What's	your	superhero	or	villain	origin	story?246.	Who's	your	celebrity	lookalike?255	Funny	Questions	To	Ask	Your	BFFs	247.	If	you	could	instantly	become	an	expert	in	something,	what	would	it	be	and	why?248.	What's	your	least
favorite	chore	to	do	around	the	house?249.	Who's	your	emergency	contact?250.	Can	you	drive?	If	so,	what	kind	of	driver	are	you?251.	What's	the	title	of	your	most	niche	Spotify	playlist?252.	What's	the	worst	date	you've	ever	been	on?253.	If	you	won	the	lottery,	what	would	you	do	with	all	the	money?254.	If	you	could	have	anything	right	now,	what
would	it	be?255.	If	you	could	be	anywhere	right	now,	where	would	it	be?256.	What	would	be	your	theme	song?257.	If	you	were	a	cartoon	character,	what	would	your	signature	outfit	be?258.	What's	your	favorite	scent?259.	What's	your	most	niche	hidden	talent?260.	What's	something	you've	always	wanted	to	learn	how	to	do?The	bottom	line:	"Anytime
you	reveal	personal	information	to	someone	else,	it	increases	intimacy	between	you	and	the	other	person,"	says	Orbuch.	So	let	down	your	guard,	and	don't	be	afraid	to	ask	(and	answer!)	these	deep	questions.	Meet	the	Experts:	Terri	Orbuch,	PhD,	is	a	relationship	expert,	therapist,	and	author	of	5	Simple	Steps	to	Take	Your	Marriage	from	Good	to
Great.	Tamekis	Williams,	LCSW,	is	the	founder	of	Mission	Dorothy	Female	Empowerment	Services.	Rebecca	Hendrix,	LMFT,	is	a	New	York-based	licensed	marriage	and	family	therapist.Sabrina	TalbertEditorial	AssistantSabrina	Talbert	is	the	beauty	editorial	assistant	at	Women’s	Health.	With	over	five	years	of	experience,	her	bylines	have	appeared	in
Byrdie,	Nylon,	Daily	Front	Row,	and	more.	She’s	passionate	about	covering	topics	related	to	haircare,	skincare,	and	the	latest	happenings	at	the	intersection	of	beauty	and	sports.	When	she’s	not	working,	you	can	catch	her	training	for	her	next	race	(NYC	Marathon	loading!)	and	binge-watching	F1	or	combat	sports.Safire	R.	SostreFreelance
WriterSafire	R.	Sostre	(she/they)	is	a	writer	based	in	New	York	City.	Their	work	has	been	published	in	Essence,	BUST,	and	Womanly	Magazine.	When	she	is	not	writing,	she	enjoys	crocheting,	watching	anime	and	romantic	dramas,	and	daydreaming.		Do	you	ever	feel	you’ve	run	out	of	things	to	talk	about	with	someone	you’ve	just	met?	Finding
common	ground	and	developing	topics	to	keep	conversations	going	can	be	hard.	But	with	the	right	questions,	you	can	break	the	ice	and	get	to	know	someone	better.	This	guide	provides	260	(not	boring!)	questions	to	ask	to	get	to	know	someone	better	–	from	their	wildest	dreams	and	ambitions	to	their	weirdest	quirks	and	habits.	From	light-hearted
and	fun	to	deep	and	thought-provoking,	these	questions	will	help	you	build	relationships	and	make	meaningful	connections.	So,	this	guide	is	a	great	place	to	start	if	you	want	to	get	to	know	someone	better.	Read	Also:	How	to	Flirt	with	a	Guy	Subtly	Without	Really	Flirting	at	all	1.	What	is	your	favorite	memory?	2.	What	is	one	thing	you	would	like	to
learn?	3.	What	is	your	favorite	place	to	be?	4.	What	is	the	most	daring	thing	you	have	ever	done?	5.	What	is	the	best	advice	you	have	ever	received?	6.	What	is	the	craziest	thing	you	have	ever	done?	7.	What	is	your	biggest	fear?	8.	What	is	the	most	interesting	thing	you	have	ever	done?	9.	What	is	something	that	you	are	passionate	about?	10.	What	are
three	words	that	best	describe	you?	11.	What	makes	you	unique?	12.	What	is	the	best	way	to	spend	a	day	off?	13.	What	is	something	you	are	proud	of?	14.	What	is	the	most	important	thing	in	life?	15.	What	are	your	goals	for	the	future?	16.	What	is	the	most	difficult	decision	you	have	ever	made?	17.	What	is	something	you	have	always	wanted	to	do?
18.	What	is	a	dream	of	yours?	19.	What	is	your	greatest	strength?	20.	What	are	the	top	three	things	that	make	you	happy?	21.	What	would	be	your	perfect	vacation?	22.	What	is	the	best	book	you	have	ever	read?	23.	What	is	your	favorite	hobby?	24.	What	is	your	favorite	thing	about	yourself?	25.	What	is	the	best	piece	of	advice	you	have	ever	received?
26.	What	is	something	that	you	are	passionate	about?	27.	What	do	you	do	to	relax?	28.	What	is	the	best	thing	that	has	ever	happened	to	you?	29.	Who	is	the	most	important	person	in	your	life?	30.	What	is	the	most	important	lesson	you	have	ever	learned?	31.	What	is	the	most	inspiring	thing	you	have	ever	seen?	32.	What	is	your	favorite	moment	of	the
day?	33.	What	do	you	think	makes	a	good	friend?	34.	What	are	the	top	three	qualities	that	you	look	for	in	a	friend?	35.	What	is	the	best	way	to	show	someone	you	care?	36.	What	is	the	best	way	to	deal	with	stress?	37.	What	is	the	most	difficult	part	of	life?	38.	What	is	your	idea	of	true	happiness?	39.	What	is	your	biggest	dream?	40.	What	do	you	think
makes	a	good	leader?	41.	What	is	the	best	way	to	motivate	yourself?	42.	What	is	something	you	are	grateful	for?	43.	What	is	the	best	way	to	make	a	lasting	impression?	44.	What	are	the	top	three	things	that	make	you	feel	alive?	45.	What	is	the	most	important	thing	in	a	relationship?	46.	What	do	you	think	is	the	key	to	living	a	successful	life?	47.	What
is	the	best	way	to	find	inner	peace?	48.	What	are	the	top	three	values	that	you	live	by?	49.	What	is	the	best	way	to	keep	a	positive	attitude?	50.	What	is	the	most	important	thing	you	have	ever	learned?	51.	What	do	you	think	makes	a	good	role	model?	52.	What	are	the	top	three	things	you	want	to	accomplish	in	life?	53.	What	is	the	most	rewarding
experience	you	have	ever	had?	54.	What	is	something	you	have	accomplished	that	you	are	proud	of?	55.	What	is	the	best	way	to	stay	motivated?	56.	What	are	the	top	three	things	that	make	you	feel	fulfilled?	57.	What	is	the	best	way	to	stay	focused?	58.	What	do	you	think	makes	a	good	listener?	59.	What	is	the	most	meaningful	thing	you	have	ever
done?	60.	What	is	your	favorite	quality	about	yourself?	61.	What	is	the	best	way	to	stay	organized?	62.	What	is	the	most	meaningful	relationship	you	have	ever	had?	63.	What	do	you	think	makes	a	good	leader?	64.	What	are	the	top	three	qualities	that	you	look	for	in	a	partner?	65.	What	is	the	most	important	thing	in	life?	66.	What	is	the	best	way	to
stay	connected	to	the	people	you	care	about?	67.	What	is	the	best	way	to	face	your	fears?	68.	What	is	the	best	way	to	stay	motivated	and	productive?	69.	What	is	the	best	way	to	stay	positive?	70.	What	is	the	most	rewarding	experience	you	have	ever	had?	71.	What	do	you	think	is	the	key	to	living	a	meaningful	life?	72.	What	is	the	most	important
lesson	you	have	ever	learned?	73.	What	is	the	best	way	to	stay	focused	and	motivated?	74.	What	is	the	best	way	to	make	a	lasting	impression?	75.	What	is	the	best	way	to	stay	organized?	76.	What	is	the	most	meaningful	thing	you	have	ever	done?	77.	What	is	the	best	way	to	show	someone	you	care?	78.	What	are	the	top	three	things	that	make	you	feel
fulfilled?	79.	What	is	something	you	have	accomplished	that	you	are	proud	of?	80.	What	is	your	favorite	quality	about	yourself?	81.	What	do	you	think	makes	a	good	friend?	82.	What	are	the	top	three	qualities	that	you	look	for	in	a	friend?	83.	What	do	you	think	makes	a	good	listener?	84.	What	do	you	think	is	the	key	to	having	meaningful	relationships?
85.	What	is	the	best	way	to	make	yourself	understood?	86.	What	are	the	top	three	things	that	make	you	feel	alive?	87.	What	is	the	most	difficult	part	of	life?	88.	What	is	the	best	way	to	manage	stress?	89.	What	is	your	biggest	fear?	90.	What	is	the	most	inspiring	thing	you	have	ever	seen?	91.	What	are	your	goals	for	the	future?	92.	What	is	the	best	way
to	stay	connected	to	the	people	you	care	about?	93.	What	is	the	best	way	to	face	your	fears?	94.	What	is	the	best	way	to	make	a	lasting	impression?	95.	What	are	the	top	three	values	that	you	live	by?	96.	What	do	you	think	is	the	key	to	living	a	successful	life?	97.	What	do	you	think	makes	a	good	role	model?	98.	What	is	the	best	way	to	find	inner	peace?
99.	What	are	the	top	three	things	you	want	to	accomplish	in	life?	100.	What	is	the	best	way	to	motivate	yourself?	101.	What	is	the	best	way	to	stay	positive?	102.	What	do	you	think	is	the	key	to	living	a	meaningful	life?	103.	What	is	the	best	way	to	stay	motivated	and	productive?	104.	What	is	the	best	way	to	keep	a	positive	attitude?	105.	What	is	the
most	important	thing	in	a	relationship?	106.	What	is	the	most	difficult	decision	you	have	ever	made?	107.	What	is	the	most	important	thing	you	have	ever	learned?	108.	What	is	the	most	meaningful	relationship	you	have	ever	had?	Read	Also:	25	Freaky	Things	to	do	to	your	Boyfriend	109.	What	is	the	best	way	to	show	someone	you	care?	110.	What	is
the	best	way	to	stay	focused?	111.	What	is	the	best	way	to	stay	organized?	112.	What	is	the	best	way	to	deal	with	stress?	113.	What	is	the	most	important	lesson	you	have	ever	learned?	114.	What	is	the	best	piece	of	advice	you	have	ever	received?	115.	What	is	the	best	book	you	have	ever	read?	116.	What	is	the	most	rewarding	experience	you	have
ever	had?	117.	What	is	the	best	advice	you	have	ever	received?	118.	What	is	the	best	thing	that	has	ever	happened	to	you?	119.	What	is	the	best	way	to	make	yourself	understood?	120.	What	do	you	think	is	the	key	to	having	meaningful	relationships?	121.	What	is	the	craziest	thing	you	have	ever	done?	122.	What	is	the	most	daring	thing	you	have	ever
done?	123.	What	makes	you	unique?	124.	What	is	your	biggest	dream?	125.	What	is	your	greatest	strength?	126.	What	is	your	favorite	hobby?	127.	What	is	your	favorite	memory?	128.	What	is	your	favorite	place	to	be?	129.	What	is	your	favorite	thing	about	yourself?	130.	What	is	your	idea	of	true	happiness?	131.	What	is	one	thing	you	would	like	to
learn?	132.	What	is	something	that	you	are	passionate	about?	133.	What	is	something	you	are	grateful	for?	134.	What	are	three	words	that	best	describe	you?	135.	What	is	the	best	way	to	spend	a	day	off?	136.	What	is	the	most	interesting	thing	you	have	ever	done?	137.	What	is	the	perfect	vacation	for	you?	138.	What	are	the	top	three	things	that
make	you	happy?	139.	What	is	the	best	way	to	make	a	lasting	impression?	140.	What	is	the	best	way	to	stay	focused	and	motivated?	141.	What	is	the	best	way	to	stay	connected	to	the	people	you	care	about?	142.	What	do	you	think	makes	a	good	leader?	143.	What	are	the	top	three	qualities	that	you	look	for	in	a	partner?	144.	What	is	the	most
meaningful	thing	you	have	ever	done?	145.	What	are	the	top	three	qualities	that	you	look	for	in	a	friend?	146.	What	do	you	think	makes	a	good	listener?	147.	What	do	you	think	makes	a	good	role	model?	148.	What	is	the	best	way	to	find	inner	peace?	149.	What	are	the	top	three	values	that	you	live	by?	150.	What	are	the	top	three	things	you	want	to
accomplish	in	life?	151.	What	is	the	best	way	to	make	yourself	understood?	152.	What	is	the	best	way	to	face	your	fears?	153.	What	is	the	best	way	to	stay	motivated	and	productive?	154.	What	is	the	best	way	to	stay	positive?	155.	What	is	the	best	way	to	show	someone	you	care?	156.	What	is	the	most	inspiring	thing	you	have	ever	seen?	157.	What	are
the	top	three	things	that	make	you	feel	alive?	158.	What	is	the	best	way	to	stay	organized?	159.	What	is	the	best	way	to	stay	motivated?	160.	What	is	something	you	have	accomplished	that	you	are	proud	of?	161.	What	is	your	biggest	fear?	162.	What	is	the	best	way	to	manage	stress?	163.	What	is	the	most	important	thing	in	a	relationship?	164.	What
is	the	most	difficult	decision	you	have	ever	made?	165.	What	is	the	most	important	thing	in	life?	166.	What	is	the	most	important	thing	you	have	ever	learned?	167.	What	is	the	most	meaningful	relationship	you	have	ever	had?	168.	What	is	the	best	way	to	stay	focused?	169.	What	is	the	best	way	to	make	a	lasting	impression?	170.	What	is	the	best	way
to	stay	connected	to	the	people	you	care	about?	171.	What	is	the	best	way	to	face	your	fears?	172.	What	is	the	best	way	to	stay	positive?	173.	What	are	the	top	three	things	that	make	you	feel	fulfilled?	174.	What	do	you	think	makes	a	good	friend?	175.	What	are	the	top	three	things	that	make	you	happy?	176.	What	is	the	best	way	to	stay	motivated	and
productive?	177.	What	do	you	think	makes	a	good	leader?	178.	What	are	the	top	three	qualities	that	you	look	for	in	a	partner?	179.	What	does	true	happiness	mean	to	you?	180.	What	is	the	best	way	to	motivate	yourself?	181.	What	are	the	top	three	values	that	you	live	by?	182.	What	do	you	think	is	the	key	to	having	meaningful	relationships?	183.
What	do	you	think	is	the	key	to	living	a	successful	life?	184.	What	do	you	think	is	the	key	to	living	a	meaningful	life?	185.	What	is	your	favorite	memory?	186.	What	is	your	favorite	place	to	be?	187.	What	is	your	favorite	thing	about	yourself?	188.	What	is	your	favorite	hobby?	189.	What	is	the	best	advice	you	have	ever	received?	190.	What	is	the	best
book	you	have	ever	read?	191.	What	is	the	best	thing	that	has	ever	happened	to	you?	192.	What	is	the	best	piece	of	advice	you	have	ever	received?	193.	What	are	your	goals	for	the	future?	194.	What	is	something	that	you	are	passionate	about?	195.	What	is	something	you	are	grateful	for?	196.	What	are	three	words	that	best	describe	you?	197.	What
makes	you	unique?	198.	What	is	the	craziest	thing	you	have	ever	done?	199.	What	is	the	most	daring	thing	you	have	ever	done?	200.	What	is	the	most	interesting	thing	you	have	ever	done?	201.	What	is	the	most	important	lesson	you	have	ever	learned?	202.	What	is	the	most	meaningful	thing	you	have	ever	done?	203.	What	is	the	most	rewarding
experience	you	have	ever	had?	204.	What	is	the	perfect	vacation	for	you?	205.	What	is	the	best	way	to	make	yourself	understood?	206.	What	is	the	best	way	to	make	a	lasting	impression?	207.	What	is	the	best	way	to	stay	focused?	208.	What	is	the	best	way	to	stay	organized?	209.	What	is	the	best	way	to	deal	with	stress?	210.	What	is	the	best	way	to
stay	motivated?	211.	What	is	the	best	way	to	stay	connected	to	the	people	you	care	about?	212.	What	is	the	best	way	to	show	someone	you	care?	213.	What	is	the	best	way	to	stay	positive?	214.	What	is	the	best	way	to	stay	motivated	and	productive?	215.	What	is	the	best	way	to	find	inner	peace?	216.	What	is	the	best	way	to	keep	a	positive	attitude?
217.	What	is	the	best	way	to	make	yourself	understood?	218.	What	is	the	best	way	to	face	your	fears?	219.	What	is	the	best	way	to	stay	focused	and	motivated?	220.	What	is	the	best	way	to	motivate	yourself?	221.	What	is	one	thing	you	would	like	to	learn?	222.	What	is	your	biggest	dream?	223.	What	is	your	greatest	strength?	224.	What	is	your	idea	of
true	happiness?	225.	What	do	you	do	to	relax?	226.	What	are	the	top	three	qualities	that	you	look	for	in	a	friend?	227.	What	do	you	think	makes	a	good	leader?	228.	What	do	you	think	makes	a	good	listener?	229.	What	do	you	think	makes	a	good	role	model?	230.	What	are	the	top	three	qualities	that	you	look	for	in	a	partner?	231.	What	are	the	top
three	things	you	want	to	accomplish	in	life?	232.	What	are	the	top	three	things	that	make	you	feel	alive?	233.	What	are	the	top	three	things	that	make	you	feel	fulfilled?	234.	What	are	the	top	three	values	that	you	live	by?	235.	What	is	the	best	way	to	spend	a	day	off?	236.	What	is	the	most	difficult	part	of	life?	237.	What	is	the	most	inspiring	thing	you
have	ever	seen?	238.	What	is	the	most	important	thing	in	life?	239.	What	is	the	most	important	thing	in	a	relationship?	240.	What	is	the	most	important	lesson	you	have	ever	learned?	241.	What	is	your	favorite	quality	about	yourself?	242.	What	makes	you	unique?	243.	What	are	your	goals	for	the	future?	244.	What	is	the	best	advice	you	have	ever
received?	245.	What	is	the	best	book	you	have	ever	read?	246.	What	is	the	best	thing	that	has	ever	happened	to	you?	247.	What	is	the	best	piece	of	advice	you	have	ever	received?	248.	What	is	the	craziest	thing	you	have	ever	done?	249.	What	is	the	most	daring	thing	you	have	ever	done?	250.	What	is	the	most	rewarding	experience	you	have	ever	had?
251.	What	is	something	that	you	are	passionate	about?	252.	What	is	something	you	are	grateful	for?	253.	What	is	the	best	way	to	stay	connected	to	the	people	you	care	about?	254.	What	is	the	best	way	to	stay	motivated	and	productive?	255.	What	is	the	most	meaningful	relationship	you	have	ever	had?	256.	What	is	the	most	meaningful	thing	you	have
ever	done?	257.	What	is	the	perfect	vacation	for	you?	258.	What	are	three	words	that	best	describe	you?	259.	What	do	you	think	is	the	key	to	having	a	successful	relationship?	260.	What	do	you	think	is	the	key	to	living	a	successful	life?	Read	Also:	35	Best	Conversation	Starters	for	the	Shy	and	Socially	Awkward	Getting	to	know	someone	better	can	be
a	fun	and	exciting	process.	The	250+	questions	in	this	article	can	be	a	great	starting	point	to	help	you	dive	deeper	into	conversations	and	learn	more	about	the	person	you’re	talking	to.	These	questions	cover	a	wide	range	of	topics	and	can	be	tailored	to	suit	any	situation.	Whether	you’re	looking	to	make	new	friends,	strengthen	existing	relationships,
or	get	to	know	someone	better,	these	questions	can	help	you	achieve	your	goal.	Remember	to	be	open-minded	and	receptive	to	the	answers	you	receive.	By	asking	thought-provoking	and	interesting	questions,	you	can	deepen	your	understanding	of	the	person	you’re	talking	to	and	make	your	conversations	more	meaningful.	RELATED	POST	Love	vs.	In
Love:	What	Makes	them	so	Different	and	Yet	so	Similar?How	to	Start	a	New	Life:	20	Must-Do	Steps	to	Leave	Toxicity	BehindAll	the	Things	to	Say	to	Turn	a	Girl	on	and	Sexually	Excite	Her41	Qualities	of	a	Good	Man	that	Sets	him	Apart	from	Lesser	MenHow	to	Start	a	New	Life:	20	Must-Do	Steps	to	Leave	Toxicity	Behind	Jump	to:The	best	questions	to
ask	to	get	to	know	someone	act	as	a	great	starting	point	for	any	conversation.	Whether	you’re	going	on	a	first	date,	grabbing	lunch	with	a	new	coworker,	or	making	friends	as	an	adult,	bookmarking	a	list	of	questions	to	ask	can	go	a	long	way	in	creating	a	meaningful	relationship.	“Asking	questions	is	a	fundamental	aspect	of	building	relationships	and
deepening	connections	with	others.	It	allows	individuals	to	share	their	thoughts,	feelings,	and	experiences,	fostering	understanding	and	empathy,”	says	Monica	Cwynar,	L.C.S.W.,	a	licensed	clinical	social	worker	who	specializes	in	relationships,	anxiety,	and	coping	skills	at	Thriveworks	in	Pittsburgh,	PA.	Asking	thoughtful	questions	can	lay	the
foundation	for	a	deep	connection.	“Questions	can	break	down	barriers	and	create	a	space	for	open	dialogue,	encouraging	vulnerability	and	trust,”	Cwynar	explains.	“They	also	demonstrate	genuine	interest	in	the	other	person,	making	them	feel	valued	and	heard.”	Meet	the	Experts:	Monica	Cwynar,	L.C.S.W.,	licensed	clinical	social	worker	who
specializes	in	relationships,	anxiety,	and	coping	skills	at	Thriveworks	in	Pittsburgh,	PA;	Wayne	Pernell,	P.h.D.,	who	holds	a	doctorate	in	clinical	psychology	and	is	the	president	and	founder	of	DynamicLeader;	Alyson	Nerenberg,	M.D.,	licensed	psychologist	specializing	in	relationships,	and	author	of	No	Perfect	Love:	Shattering	the	Illusion	of	Flawless
Relationships,	and	Kate	Maclean,	resident	dating	expert	for	Plenty	of	Fish,	et	al.But	it’s	important	to	remember	that	not	just	any	question	will	do.	“You	never	start	with	the	weather,”	says	Wayne	Pernell,	P.h.D.,	who	holds	a	doctorate	in	clinical	psychology	and	is	the	president	and	founder	of	DynamicLeader.	“It’s	too	easy.	It	doesn’t	give	you
information,	and	ultimately,	it	doesn’t	mean	anything.	Instead,	focus	on	something	that’s	meaningful,	but	not	a	common	topic.”	Showing	genuine	focus	and	interest	through	your	body	language	and	facial	expressions	are	also	important	components	of	a	good	conversation.	“It’s	not	just	the	questions,	it’s	how	you	ask	and	how	you	stay	engaged	as	they
answer	that	matters,”	Pernell	explains.Below,	find	some	thought-provoking	questions	to	get	the	conversation	started.Keep	reading	for	discussion	prompts,	broken	down	by	category.Questions	about	likes/dislikesAsking	someone	about	things	they	enjoy—or	despise—is	a	way	to	get	personal	without	being	intrusive,	Pernell	says.	For	instance,	even
asking	someone	about	their	favorite	sandwich	asks	for	a	memory	recall	and	opens	doors	of	conversation.	“You	may	learn	about	their	preferences,	you	may	learn	about	various	trips	they’ve	taken,	and	you	may	learn	about	their	background,”	he	says.	Try	something	like:	What’s	your	favorite	place	on	earth?What’s	one	place	you’ve	visited	that	you	never
want	to	return	to?What’s	the	best	show	on	TV	right	now?If	you	could	only	eat	one	food	for	the	rest	of	your	life,	what	would	it	be?What’s	the	worst	movie	you	ever	saw?What’s	the	best	thing	you’ve	read	in	the	last	five	years?	If	you	could	only	bring	three	things	with	you	on	a	deserted	island,	what	would	you	pick?	What’s	your	biggest	pet	peeve?What	is
your	favorite	movie	of	all	time?What	is	the	best	concert	you	have	ever	been	to?What’s	the	worst	date	you’ve	ever	been	on?Would	you	rather	be	hot	or	cold?What’s	your	favorite	karaoke	song?	What	was	the	best	meal	you	ever	ate?What’s	your	least	favorite	genre	of	music?	Questions	about	hopes,	dreams,	and	fearsSimple	questions	can	elicit	truly
profound	responses	when	the	questions	get	at	the	heart	of	someone’s	biggest	fears,	regrets,	hopes,	or	dreams.	So	go	for	it	with	these	deeper	questions,	with	a	few	caveats,	says	Alyson	Nerenberg,	M.D.,	licensed	psychologist	specializing	in	relationships,	and	author	of	No	Perfect	Love:	Shattering	the	Illusion	of	Flawless	Relationships.	“Keep	your
questions	simple	and	open-ended—and	don’t	ask	anything	you	wouldn’t	want	to	answer	yourself,”	she	says.	“Make	sure	the	questions	are	not	boring.	No	one	wants	to	be	asked	the	same	basic	questions	they’ve	already	answered	a	million	times	before.”	Try	these:What	is	on	your	bucket	list?What	are	you	most	thankful	for?	What	are	you	most	afraid	of?
What	do	you	feel	most	passionate	about?How	do	you	like	to	spend	your	free	time?What	would	your	perfect	day	be	like?	What	goal	do	you	want	to	accomplish	in	the	next	few	years?Do	you	think	our	dreams	have	hidden	meanings?	Do	you	live	by	any	words	of	wisdom?	If	you	had	unlimited	money	to	start	your	own	business,	what	would	it	be?What’s	a
skill	you’ve	always	wanted	to	learn	and	why?How	do	you	define	success	and	how	has	that	definition	changed	over	the	years?What’s	something	you’ve	always	wanted	to	try	but	haven’t	had	the	chance	to	yet?	Questions	that	spark	(friendly)	debateOne	way	to	keep	a	conversation	flowing	is	to	ask	questions	about	a	topic	likely	to	inspire	opinionated—
controversial—answers.	“Start	a	friendly	debate	that	sparks	fun	and	unusual	conversation,”	suggests	Kate	Maclean,	resident	dating	expert	for	Plenty	of	Fish.	You	probably	want	to	avoid	fraught	political	debates	right	off	the	bat;	rather,	even	silly	hypotheticals	can	lead	to	“quirky	and	lighthearted	conversation	that	can	help	relax	any	situation.”	To	that
end,	try:What	is	your	favorite	urban	legend	that	you	believe	is	true?	What	was	the	best	decade	for	music?Is	it	ever	OK	to	lie?Who’s	the	most	overrated	celebrity?What’s	the	worst	seat	on	a	plane?What’s	the	most	annoying	thing	people	do	in	public?	Are	you	a	dog	person	or	a	cat	person	and	why?Were	Ross	and	Rachel	from	Friends	really	on	a	break?If
you	could	live	in	any	fictional	universe,	which	would	you	choose	and	why?If	you	could	have	dinner	with	any	historical	figure,	who	would	it	be	and	what	would	you	want	to	discuss?	Questions	about	family	and	communityFor	some,	questions	about	family	can	be	emotionally	charged	or	otherwise	heavy.	But	gently	unpacking	the	ties	that	bind	someone’s
family,	friendships,	and	other	community	relationships	can	be	both	revealing	and	lively.	For	instance,	you	may	ask:Who	is	the	most	important	person	in	your	life	and	why?	Do	you	have	a	mentor?Have	you	ever	broken	up	with	a	friend,	and	why?How	many	close	friends	is	ideal?Do	you	believe	in	soulmates?	What’s	your	favorite	family	tradition?	Do	you
wish	you	had	more	siblings?	If	so,	why?How	do	you	show	your	family	you	love	them?	Do	you	ever	wish	you	were	raised	differently?	Would	you	rather	go	back	in	time	to	meet	your	ancestors,	or	travel	into	the	future	to	meet	your	descendants?What	can	always	bring	your	family	together?	How	did	your	parents	(and/or	grandparents)	meet?	How	do	you
deal	with	arguments	between	family	members	or	friends?What	activities	did	you	love	to	do	with	your	family	growing	up?	Questions	about	personal	history	and	personality	essenceSometimes,	a	straightforward	question	can	get	at	people’s	perceptions	of	themselves—and	how	they	wish	to	be	perceived	by	others	they	meet.	Plus,	the	answers	to	these
fundamental	questions	are	unlikely	to	come	up	on	their	own	through	the	course	of	superficial	conversation.	Consider	these	questions	that	probe	someone’s	personality,	personal	history,	and	what	they	consider	to	be	the	most	fundamental	aspects	of	their	being:What	is	the	best	compliment	that	you’ve	ever	received?	What	is	something	people	would
never	guess	just	by	looking	at	you?What	makes	you	laugh	the	most?	What’s	your	favorite	thing	about	yourself?What	did	teachers	use	to	say	about	you	on	your	report	card—and	is	it	still	true?	Have	you	ever	failed	at	something?	What	did	you	do	after	that?What	word	would	friends	of	yours	use	to	describe	you?	Do	you	agree	or	disagree?	What	is	your
favorite	way	to	express	yourself?	What	can	always	make	you	feel	better	after	a	bad	day?	Do	you	consider	yourself	competitive?How	do	you	typically	handle	stress	or	difficult	situations?What	is	a	pivotal	moment	in	your	life	that	changed	who	you	are	today?What’s	the	most	meaningful	gift	you’ve	ever	received,	and	why	did	it	impact	you?Questions	about
workDepending	on	the	setting,	work-related	questions	can	be	both	the	most	appropriate	icebreakers	and	also	ways	to	spark	lively	conversation.	For	the	best	results,	go	deeper	than	the	standard	interview/water	cooler	fare.	“Do	not	simply	go	through	a	checklist	of	questions	of	what	you	are	supposed	to	ask,”	says	Narenberg.	“Truly	listen	to	the
person’s	response.	Everyone	wants	to	feel	like	they	are	seen	and	listened	to	and	that	their	answers	matter.”What’s	the	most	exciting	part	of	your	job?	What’s	your	ideal	work-life	balance?What’s	the	best	piece	of	career	advice	you	ever	received?What	was	something	you	thought	was	a	career	setback	that	turned	out	to	be	an	opportunity?What	are	the
most	important	qualities	of	a	leader?What	was	your	first	job?	Where	do	you	see	yourself	in	five	years?Is	this	the	career	you	saw	yourself	doing	as	a	child?How	important	is	a	career	to	you?	Questions	about	valuesIf	you’re	hoping	to	go	a	little	deeper	and	strengthen	an	intimate	relationship,	try	asking	questions	about	their	values.	This	can	include
questions	about	what’s	important	to	you,	family	life,	spirituality,	political	beliefs,	and	more.	Grant	H.	Brenner,	M.D.,	D.F.A.P.A,	board	certified	physician-psychiatrist,	not-for-profit	board	member,	and	co-author	of	Making	Your	Crazy	Work	For	You:	From	Trauma	and	Isolation	to	Self-Acceptance	and	Love,	recommends	asking	questions	about	values	if
it’s	an	important	topic	for	you,	but	to	leave	room	for	the	other	person	to	politely	decline.	“It	doesn’t	mean	they	aren’t	interested	in	getting	into	the	subject,	but	they	may	need	more	time	to	warm	up	to	that	depth,”	he	says.	“If	you	are	someone	who	feels	comfortable	being	open	pretty	fast,	recognize	that	just	because	other	people	aren’t	there	yet	doesn’t
mean	there	isn’t	room	for	those	conversations	down	the	road.”	If	you’re	wondering	whether	you	should	or	shouldn’t	ask	someone	questions	about	values,	consider	the	context	of	the	relationship.	“Before	diving	into	an	area	deemed	as	personal	values,	think	about	who	you	are	talking	to,	for	what	purpose,	and	the	level	of	intimacy	that	is	desired,”	Mollie
Eliasof,	L.C.S.W.,	a	licensed	psychotherapist	and	relationship	expert	advises.	“For	something	like	a	love	relationship,	this	can	be	pivotal	information,	while	in	a	work	context	in	an	interview,	this	may	be	inappropriate.	Be	intentional,	and	give	the	person	the	ability	to	bow	out	of	answering.”	Personal	values	are	just	that–personal.	It	can	take	some	time
for	someone	to	be	ready	to	discuss	them	with	you,	but	if	you	are	ready	to	ask	questions	about	this	topic,	consider	these	questions:What	do	you	think	your	purpose	is?	Do	you	believe	in	second	chances?What’s	your	strictest	boundary	in	relationships?	Would	you	prefer	a	job	you	hate	with	a	high	salary	or	a	job	you	love	with	a	low	salary?	If	you	could
change	one	thing	about	the	world,	what	would	it	be?Do	you	believe	in	any	higher	power?	An	afterlife?What	is	your	love	language?What	are	you	most	proud	of	yourself	for?Do	you	read/watch	the	news?	What	topics	do	you	pay	the	most	attention	to	in	the	news?How	is	your	culture/background	important	to	you?	Have	you	ever	cheated	on
anything/anyone?	What	do	you	think	makes	someone	a	“good	person”?	What	makes	you	feel	at	peace?	What’s	the	first	thing	you	look	for	in	a	partner	or	friend?	Do	you	believe	in	astrology?	Why	or	why	not?	What’s	a	cause	or	issue	you	feel	strongly	about,	and	why	is	it	important	to	you?What	do	you	think	is	the	most	important	quality	of	a	friend?
Miscellaneous/casual	questionsWhen	it	comes	to	new	friends	or	co-workers,	even	simple	questions	can	bring	people	closer.	It	provides	the	opportunity	to	discover	mutual	interests	or	shared	experiences	to	bond	over.	“Asking	more	casual	questions	can	also	bring	people	closer,	as	a	less	emotionally-laden	way	of	discovering	shared	pursuits,	favorite
books	and	media,	travel	preferences,	sports	and	hobbies,	and	other	areas	which	suggest	compatibility	via	shared	interest,”	Dr.	Brenner	says.	“In	many	cases,	starting	with	less	charged	topics	is	a	better	place	to	start.”	Would	you	rather	drive	or	be	the	passenger	in	a	car?	If	you	could	be	any	animal,	what	would	you	be	and	why?What	superpower	would
you	want	to	have?	If	you	had	to	live	in	a	different	city/state/country,	where	would	you	want	to	live?	Are	you	a	planner	or	do	you	go	with	the	flow?	Do	you	believe	in	ghosts—why	or	why	not?	(Bonus	question:	If	so,	are	you	afraid	of	them?)	What’s	your	game	plan	in	a	zombie	apocalypse?	How	many	hours	do	you	get	to	the	airport	before	a	flight?	Do	you
believe	in	any	conspiracy	theories	(no	judgment)?	Eliasof	says	asking	questions	can	strengthen	your	relationship	or	bond	with	someone.	“There	is	even	a	list	of	36	questions	that	can	help	two	people	fall	in	love!”	Eliasof	says.	“Even	if	romance	isn’t	the	focus,	being	able	to	increase	insight	into	someone	else’s	inner	world	can	help	you	grow
understanding	of	what	is	meaningful	to	them,	while	actively	increasing	your	sense	of	closeness	through	the	practice	of	curiosity.”Dr.	Brenner	says	asking	questions	shows	we	are	interested	in	learning	about	the	other	person	through	their	responses,	and	they	can	learn	about	us	as	well.	“The	kinds	of	questions	people	ask	also	tell	us	about	who	they	are
as	a	person,	what	their	values	are,	how	they	think,	and	more	generally	their	approach	to	the	world,”	Dr.	Brenner	says.	Whether	the	questions	are	about	values,	work,	hobbies,	or	dreams,	the	types	of	questions	that	bring	people	closer	are	typically	about	the	topics	that	are	most	important	to	each	person.	When	the	question	involves	a	topic	that	excites
someone	or	one	they	feel	particularly	strongly	about,	then	the	conversation	can	get	deeper.	“The	goal	is	always	depth,”	Eliasof	says.	“Not	necessarily	only	in	content,	but	also	in	how	you	get	curious.	When	you	have	commonalities,	it	may	seem	silly	to	ask	about	them,	because	it	seems	obvious	or	because	it	could	reflect	you	not	listening.	However,
committing	to	not	knowing	and	instead	wanting	to	learn,	even	what	seems	obvious,	can	bring	along	new	information	and	connection.”Just	make	sure	you’re	listening	to	the	other	person’s	responses	and	giving	them	the	opportunity	to	ask	you	questions	as	well.	Eliasof	says	you	don’t	necessarily	need	to	bring	up	these	questions	in	an	organic	way
because	people	often	want	to	learn	about	the	other	person	and	share	their	thoughts	and	experiences	with	them.	“If	a	question	is	genuine	and	delivered	in	a	playful	or	engaging	method,	most	people	will	give	answering	it	a	go,”	Eliasof	says.	“The	bigger	key	is	how	you	listen.	If	you	are	really	worried	about	seeming	not	organic,	say	something	like,	‘I
know	this	seems	really	random,	but	I’m	curious...’	to	acknowledge	that	it	may	be	out	of	the	blue!”	If	you’re	unsure	how	to	bring	up	any	of	these	questions,	you	can	ask	your	partner,	friend,	or	date	if	they’d	like	to	play	a	game.	Most	people	have	played	“21	Questions,”	which	is	just	a	conversation-starter	game	with	a	list	of	questions	to	ask.	You	can
come	up	with	your	own	list	of	questions	and	rules,	or	follow	one	on	the	internet.	If	you	want	to	take	it	a	step	further,	We’re	Not	Really	Strangers	is	a	card	game	with	levels	of	questions	to	create	a	deeper	bond	with	fellow	participants.	They	even	have	a	couples	edition	or	family	pack,	so	you	can	specialize	your	experience.	“There	are	two	caveats:	first,
asking	too	many	questions,	or	asking	questions	simply	to	appear	to	be	interested,	may	come	off	as	inauthentic,	manipulative,	or	even	intrusive,”	Dr.	Brenner	says.	“It’s	important	to	be	empathetic	and	respectful.	Second,	solely	asking	questions	misses	the	mark;	we	have	to	really	listen	to	the	answers...	and	follow	up	accordingly.	Questions	aren’t	a
robotic	laundry	list	to	feign	interest.”When	in	doubt,	slow	down	and	always	ask	for	permission	before	asking	any	personal	questions.	Moving	too	fast	and	creating	rapid	intimacy	can	be	a	sign	of	love	bombing,	which	is	when	a	new	partner	comes	on	strong	with	intense	praise	and	affection.	This	may	eventually	lead	to	other	red	flags,	such	as	gaslighting
and	emotional	manipulation	because	you	get	stuck	in	a	cycle	of	highs	and	lows.	“It	takes	time	to	build	real	connection,	so	it’s	important	to	pay	attention	to	the	other	person’s	level	of	comfort,	looking	for	verbal	and	unspoken	cues	that	they	are	feeling	comfortable,	or	looking	for	a	way	to	politely	break	off	the	conversation,”	Dr.	Brenner	says.	Cwynar
says	asking	questions	as	you	get	to	know	someone	can	help	a	superficial	interaction	become	much	more	meaningful.	It	may	deepen	your	connection	in	the	following	ways:Encourage	vulnerability.	“Questions	invite	individuals	to	share	personal	stories	and	feelings,	fostering	a	sense	of	safety	and	intimacy,”	Cwynar	says.Build	empathy.	Asking	questions
as	you	get	to	know	someone	helps	you	better	understand	them,	their	experiences,	and	their	perspectives,	which	Cwynar	says	“helps	cultivate	compassion	and	empathy,	strengthening	bonds.”Demonstrate	interest.	Asking	thoughtful	questions	makes	it	clear	to	the	other	person	that	you’re	interested	in	their	thoughts	and	feelings,	“making	them	feel
valued	and	respected,”	according	to	Cwynar.Create	shared	experiences.	Asking	questions	leads	to	engaging	in	deeper	conversations	and	creating	shared	memories	with	each	other,	which	Cwynar	says	are	an	important	foundation	for	lasting	relationships.Facilitate	open	dialogue.	“Questions	create	an	interactive	exchange	that	encourages	both	parties
to	share	and	respond,	leading	to	a	more	dynamic	and	engaging	conversation,”	Cwynar	explains.




